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ithe Twehe lafi Tears of the Reign of 
CHARLES IL 

ItherW the. Cabal had failed with a ^^72 3- 
profpcrous Gale* on a very dangerous ^^^^^ 

. Sea, famous for Shipwrecks, without 
meeting any Impediment. But at 

!laft they were ftopped in their Courfe 
by t Rock which it was not poffibk , 
to avoid ; i mean the Parliament. It 
was nowalraoft tSvo Years fince thft 
Parliament was prorogued, and as in that Interval 
the King had, taken fome Steps which gave great 
Fears to bis SubjeA^, a new Seflion was expefted with 
the laft Impatience, in -Hopes that the Parliament 
would apply proper Remedies to the prefent Evils, 
and find Meins to preveht othcfs with which the King- 
dom was thrcatned. The Parliameht accordingly rh^^Var^ 
met the 4ch of February^ and firft chofe a Speaker Uament \ 
by the Influente' of the Court, Sir Edward burner ^^^^^^ 
the laft Speaker having been made Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer. .The Choice falling upon Sir Job Char" j ^^.^^ 
/-?//?», he d^fired to be ^xcufed from this, Eniploy ; speakfr 
Vou XIV. ,B" but/'^^A-' 
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1672 3. but the Chancellor Sb^isbury told him before the King, 
that no Excufcs would be admitted. Tbe ConjunBure 
if fime, and ibe King^s and Kingdom* s Affaiti^ addkd 
the Chancellor, rehire fucb a Houfe of Commons, and 
fuch a Speaker. For^ with reverence to the Holy Scrip- 
ture^ the King may on this Occafton fay^ he thiat is not 
with me is aeainft me \ For he that doth not n&oo put 
bis Hand and Heart to fupport the Kingin tbe common 
Caufe of this' Kingdom^ can hardly ever hope for fuch am- 
iher Opportunity, or find a Time fo make Sati^a^ioB for 
ihe (ymjffon of this. After this, the ICihg made the 
following Speech to both Houfes. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

rbiKlng's " T Am glad to fee you here this Day ; I would 
spetcb n «« J[ have called you together fooner, but thatl 
^ulmtnt. ^ ^^^ willing to eafe you and the Country,^ till there 
Ecbard. " was an abfolutc Neceffity. Since you were laft 
p. ^T. " here, I have been forced to a moft important, 
" neceffary, and expcnfivc War; and V make no 
*^ doubt but you will give me fuitablc and effeftual 
*< Affiftance to go through with it. I refer you to 
<« my Declaration ior tht CavfeSi and indeed the JV5»- 
** ,cefify of this War ; and fliall now only tell you, 
•* that I might have digefted the Indignities to my 
•' own Peffort, rather than have brought it to this 
" Extremity, if tht Intereji as well as the i/<?»i?«r of 
*' the whole Kingdom had not been at Stake: And 
^' if I had omitted this Conjunfture, perhaps I had 
*' not again ever met with the like Advantage. You 
" will find the laft Supply you gave me did not an- 
'* fwer the Expeftation for the End you gave it, the 
** Payment of my Debts, Therefore I muft in the 
'^ next Place recommend them again to your cfpe- 
** cial Care. 

•* Somofew Days before I declared the War, I 
*' put forth my Declaration for Indulgence to Dijfenters^ 
^^ and have hitherto found a good £ffe£b of it, by 
•« fccuxing Peace at home, when I had War abroad, 

** There 
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" There is one Part in k that hath been fubjcfl: to i6?^-p 

>< MiCconftrudion, which is that concerning the, Pa^ 

^^ pift5\ as if i»orc Liberty were granted to thctti^ 

" than to the other Recufants ; when it is plain there 

" is Icfs : For the others have publick Places allowf 

<< ed them, and I lievcr intended that they fhould 

«• have any, but only have the Freedom of their Rc- 

*^ ligion in their own Houfes, without any Con- 

^^ courfe of others. And I could not grant them lefs 

** than this, when I had extended fo much more 

f^ Grace to others, moftf of them jiaving been loyaf^ 

** and in the Service of me, and the King my Fa- 

" thcr : And in the whole Courfe of this Indulgence^ 

*< I do not intend that it fi>all any ways prejudice the 

•' Church, but I will fupport it in its Rights, and m 

^< its full Power. Having faid this, I ifaall take ic 

?* very ill to receive Contradiftion in what I have 

•* done. And I will deal plainly with you, / am re^ 

** faiued to ftick to my Ikdaraiion. There is one Jea- 

•* louly more malicioufly fpread abroad, and yet fo 

** weak a^ijd frivolous, that I once thought it not of 

** Moment enough to mention ; but it may have 

** gotten fome Ground with fome well-minded Peo* 

*• pie, and that is, I'lM the Forces 1 have raijed in ibi$ 

, ** ff^ar were dejignei to controul Law and Property : I 

♦^ wifh I had hM more Forces kft Summer, the Want 

•* of them convinces melmuft raifc more againft the 

^^ next Spring v and I do not doubt but you will con^ 

*? fidcr the Charge of them in your Supplies* I will 

*^ eondude with this Affurance to you. That I will 

^* frefsrve the true Reformed Protejiant Ril^ion^ and * 

*^ 4be Cbmrch as it is now efiahlijbed in this King- 

" dom% and that no Matfs Proper t^j or Liberty Jhall 

> ever be invaded. I leave the reft to the Lord Chan- 

• cclk>r*\ /• 

The Speech afterwards ipoke by the Chancellor U 
i remarkable, tha| it well deferves a Place in this * 
1 iftory. 

Voi. XIV. B a •' My 
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- *• Mj Lords J amd you Knights^ Citizdns^ and £ 
" g^j of tb$ Houfe of Commons. 

. . " TJie King hath fpoken fo fully, fo exccller 
" wdl, and fo like himfelf, that you are not to 
'* pedt much from me. ^ There is not a Word in 

.<* Speech that hath not ip full Weight ,; And I d 
** with Affurance fay, will have its EjffeS with y 
*' His Majefty had called you fooner, and his Affi 
«'. required it, but that he was refolved to give > 

**' all the Eafe and Vacancy to your own private O 
^' cerns ;, and the People as much Rcfpitc from P; 

.*« ments and Ta^ces, as the Ncceffity of his Bufint 
** or. their Prefcrvation would permit. Arid 
*' (which I cannot but here mention to you ) by 

*^* crafty Infir^uations of feme iUafFe6|ed Perfo 

.*^ there have been fpread ftrange apd defperate^ 
*' maurs^ which your meeting together this Day h: 

}^ fufficicntly proved both malicious, and falfe. I 
*^ Majefty hath told you, that he is now engaged in 

.*• important^ vtxy ^expenfive^ and indeed a War : 
*' foluxely neteffary and unavoidable. He hath 
*' ferred you to his Declaration^ where. you will fi 
*' the Perfonal Indignities by Piilures and Medals^ a 
*^ other Publick Affronts his Majejiy hath recei\ 
•' from the States* their Breach of ^reaties^ both 
*' the Surinam^ and the Eaft-India Bufinefs : And 
*« laft they came to that' Height of Infolence, as 
'' deny the Honour and Right of the Flag^ thou 
♦ "an undoubted Jewel ot this Crown, never to 

** parted with, and by them particularly owned 
•' the late Treaty of Breda^ and never contcfted 

/' any Age. .And w^ilftthe King loog expefte 
^' and then folemnly demanded Satisfaitioif, they c 
" puted his Title to it, in all the Courts of Chriftt 
^\dom^ and made great Offers to the French Kin 

' ^' if he would ftand by them ag^inft us. But t 
'^'^^tcio^' Chrijlian King too well remenfibred wl 
** ihey did at Munjler^ contrary to fo many Trc 

" ti 
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*' ties and folemn Engagements ; and how dangerous 1672-^. 

** a Neighbour they were to all Crowned- Heads. The 

*' King and his Minifters had here a hard Time, and 

" lay every Day under new Obloquies. Sometimes 

*' they were reprefentcd as felling all to France for 

" Money to make this War : Portfmouth^ Plymout^by 

^' and Hull, were to be given into the French Hands 

" for Caution. The next Days News come, that 

.« France and Holland were agreed. Then the Oblo- 

" quy was turned from Treachery to Folly : The Mi- 

** nifters were now Fools j that fome Days before 

.** wercyUlaios. And indeed the Coffee-Houfes were 

*' not to be blamed for their laft Apprehcnfions ; fince 

'" if that Conjunftion had taken EfFeft, then England' 

.**,had been in a far worfe Cafe than it now is, and 

" the War had been turned upon us. But both 

.*' Kings knowing their Interefts, refolved to join a- 

•' gainft them, who were the common Enemies to 

** all Monarchies, and I may fay efpecially tp ours, 

^' their only Competitor for Trade and Power at Sea ; 

^* and who only ftand in their way, to an Univerfal 

*^ Empire^ as great as Rame^ This the States under- 

^* flood fo well, and had (wallowed fo deep, that 

^* under all their prefent Diftrefs and Danger, they 

" are fo intoxicated .with that vaft Ambition^ that 

*' they flight a Treaty^ and j-efufe a Cejfation. All 

*^ this you and the whole Nation faw before the laft 

** War ; but it could not then be fo well timed, or 

" our Alliances fo well made. But you judged a- 

« right. Thai at any Rate^ DELE^BA EST 

" CARTHAGO^ That Government was to he brought 

" down. And therefore the King may well fay to > 

*' you, it i^ your War ! He took his Meafures from 

« you 5 and they were juft and right ones : And he 

** expcft? a fuitable Afliftance to fo neceflfary and 

•' expenfive an Aftion ; which he has hithprtp main- 

^* tained at his own Charge, and was unwilling ei- 

** ther to trouble you, or burthen the Country, un-* 

" till it came to an inevitable NeceJJity. And his 

^' Majefly cooimands zne to tell yo.Uj that unlefs it 

B 3 !* be 
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|^7V3, ♦« be a certain Sum^ and fpeedily raifedy it can ncvc 

^' anfwcr the OccaGon, 

** M^ Lords and Gentlemen^ 

«< REPUTATION IS the great Support o 

•* War or Peace. This War had never begun, no 

*• had the States ever flighted the King, or ever fc 

♦• fufed him SatisfadHon ; neither had this War con 

*♦ tinued to this Day, or fubfifted now, but that th 

** States were deceived in their Meafures^ and apprc 

•' hended his Majefty in that great want of Money 

•* that he muft fit down under many Jffronti, an 

•* was not able to begin or carry on a War. Nay 

♦* at this Day the States fupport themfelvcs among! 

♦* their People by this only Falfehooc^, That they at 

<' aj/ured of the Temper of England, and ^ the Pai 

♦* liamenty and that you will not fupply the King in th 

^' JVar \ and that if they can bold out till your Meeting 

^^ tbey will have new Lifcy and take new Meafure 

^* There are lately taken two of their prmcipal P. 

" gents, with their' Credentials and Inftruftions t 

♦' this Purpofe, who arc now in the Tower^ and fha 

** be proceeded againft according to the Law of Nj 

'*' tions. But the King is fufficiently afliired of h 

^' People ; knows you better ; and can never doal 

** his Parliament. This had not been mentioile^ 

^' but to fliew you of what Importance the Fran 

*' nefs and Ssafonablenefs of this Supply is, as wejh 

♦' the Fulnefs of it. Let me fay, the King has broug 

** the States to that Condition, that your hear 

*' Conjunftion at this Time in iupplying.his Maj< 

** ty, will makfe theni never more formidable 

«' Kivgs^ or dangerous to England. And if after d 

** you fuffer them to get up, let this b^ rcmcmbe 

«' ed, The States of Holland ^^r^ England*^ eternal : 

•' nemies both ^y I N TE R E S T ^d I N C L 

** N A T I O N. In the next Place to the Sup^ 

♦' for carrying -on the^War, his Majjefty recomme^ 

*' to you the taking Care of his Debts. What 71 

. •• gjjve the laft Seffioft did not*near anfwer yoiir 0( 

*^ Exfj^&ation. Befides, another confidcrable Pi 

4 " y< 
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«' you defigned his Majefty, was unfortunately /^y? 1672-3. 

" in the Birth ; fo that the King was forced for the 

*' carrying on his Affairs, much againft his WiJl^ 

•' to put a ftop to the Payments out of the Excbe- 

*« quer. He faw the Preflures upon himfeif, and 

*' growing Inconvenicncies to his People by great In- 

<' tereft ; and the Difference through all his Bufinefs 

** between ready Money and Orders. This gave the 

** King the Neceffity of that Proceeding ; to make 

*' ufc of his own Revenue, which hath been of fo 

" great EfFe^S: in this War/ But though he hath 

" put a ftop to the Trade and Gain of the Bankers, 

** yet he would be unwilling to ruin them^ and op- 

** prefs fo many Families as are concerned in thofc 

•* Debts : Befides, it were too difpropprtionable a 

•' Burthen upon many of his good Subjefts. But 

** neither the Bankers, nor they, have reafon to 

.♦* complain, if you now take them into your Care* 

" and they have paid them what was due to them, 

•* when the Stop was made, with Six per Cent. Inte- 

" reft from that Time. The King is very much 

** concerned both in Honour and Intereji^^ to fee this 

*^ done, and yet he defires you not to mif-time it ; 

*' but that it may have only the fecond Place y and 

'* that you will firfl fettle what you intend about the 

•' Supply. 

** His Majefty has fo fully vindicated his Declard- 
** tion from that Calumny concerning the Papijis^ 
•* that no reafonable Scruple can be made by any 
" good Man. He has fufBciently iuftificd it by the 
«* ^inK it was publifhed in, and the Effe^s he hath . 
" had from it 5 and might have done it more from 
*« the A^eeallenefs of it, to hjs own natural Difpofi- 
** tioh, which no good Englijhman can wifh other tJian 

* it is. He loves not Blood or rigorous Severities i 

* but where mild or gentle Ways may be ufed by a 

* wife Prince, he is certain to chufe them. The 
' Church of England and all good Proteftanls have 

* reafon to rejoice in fuch a Heady and fuch a JDe- 
fender. His Majefty doth declare his Care and 

B 4 Concerns, 
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i67x-3. «c Concerns for the Church, and will maintain their 
*' in all their Rights and Privileges, equal, if notbiE: 
" yond any of his Predeceflbrs. He was born anc 
** bred up in it: It was that his Father djed for : W( 
*' all know how great Temptations and Offers h< 
*^ refitted abroad, when he wis in his loweft Condi 
** tioh ; and he thinks it the Hppoiir of his Reign 
*< ^Bat he bath been the Rejiprer of ihe Church: It i 
*' That he will ever maintain, and hopes lo leave t 
'*' Pofterity in greater Luftre^ and upon furer Grounds 
f ' than our Anceftors ever faw it. But his Majeft; 
** is hot convinced that violent PFap are tke Interei 
*** of Religion, or the Church. There is one thinj 
*' more, that I am commanded to fpeak to you oi 
*' which is'the J<?^/<?«/)i that hath been foolifhly fprea( 
** abroad, of the Forces that the King has raifed ii 
*' this War. Wherein the King hath opened himfcl 
f ^ freely to you, and confefled the Fault of the othe 
*' Hand. For if this laft Summer' had not prove 
*' a Miracle of Storms and Tempefts, fuch as fc 
*' cured the Eaji-India Fleet, and protefted thei 
'* Sea-Coafts from a Defcent, nothing but the rru 
*' Reafon ff^ant of Money ^ could havejuftified tli 
'* Defeft in the Number of our Forces. It is ths 
*' his Majefty is providing for againft next Spring 
" having given out Orders for the raifing of Sevc 
" or Eight Regiments more of Foot, under tl 
'^ Command of Perfons of the greateft Fortunes an 
^' Quality. And I am earneftly to recommend I 
*' you, that in your Supplies, you will take ii 
•^^ to your Confideration this necejfary Addition 
" Charges, 

" Let n^e conclude % nay let us all conclude wit 
" blefling God, and the King ! Let us blefe' Go\ 
*' That he hath given us fuch a King to be the R 
*' 'fairer of our Breaches both in Church and Stat< 
** and' the Refiorer of our Paths to dwill in : That 
*' the midft of War and Mifery, which rages in oi 
** neighbour Countries, our Garners are fully ai 
^' there is no complaining in our Streets rand a Mj 

*' Ci 
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" can hardly know that there is a War. Let us blel$ 1^72-3^ 

M God, that he hath given this King (ignally the 

*5 Hearts of his People^ and moft particularly of his 

" Parliament J who in their AfFe<Stion and Loyalty to 

f^ their Prince, have exceeded all their Predcceflbrs: 

" A Parliament^ with whom the King hath many 

f* Years lived with all the Carejfes of 2l happy Mar* 

^* riage. Has the King had a Concern? You have 

** wedded it I^as his Majefty wanted Supplies? 

f' You have readily, chearfully, and fully provided 

'* for them. You have relied upon the iVtfdom and 

^' Conduct of his Majefty in all his Affairs ; fo that 

" you have never attempted to expced your Bounds, 

** or to impofe upon him : Whilft the King on the 

*' other Hand, hath made your Counfels the Founda- 

** tions.of all his Proceedings; and hath been fo ten- % 

** der of you, that he hath upon his own Revenue 

*' and Credit^ endeavoured to fupport even foreign 

" ff^arSj that he might be leaft uneafy to you, or 

*' burthenfome to his People. And let me fay, 

** That; though this Marriage be according to Mofes'sL 

*' Law, where the Husband can give a Sill of Di^* 

y vorce, put her away, and take another ; yet I can 

f' aflure you. It is as impoffiblefor the King to part 

** with this Parliament^ as it is for you to depart from 

'f that Lo'jalt'j^ Affe£lion^ and dutiful Behaviour^ yoo 

V have hitherto fliewn towards him. Let us bleft 
?' the King for taking away all our Fears^ and leaving : 

V no j-oom for Jealouftes ; and for thoie' Affurances^ 

V mA Promifesht hath made us. Let us blefs God ' 
*', and the King, That our Religion is fafe ; that the 
<« Church of England is the Care of our Prince ; that 
** Parliaments are fafe ; and that our Properties and 
•* Liberties are fafe. What more hath a good Eng* 
** lifhman to ask ? But that this King may long reign^ 
" ahd this Triple- Alliance of King, Parliament, 
** and People, may never be dilTolved". 

I fhall make ho Refleftions on this Speech, bec^ufe RijUnUn 
it would lead me too far ; and bcfidcs, I. am per-» «;<»» ^*« 

fuaded^^*''^- 
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i«7i*3. luaded that every difinterefted Reader fees the Falfii 
of the greatcft Part of what is faid in it, and t\ 
groft Artifice made ufe of to impofc upon the Hea 
crs. Let it be fufEcient to remark, that this Speec 
was fpoke by a Member, or rather by the Head 
the Cabaly who perfedlly knew the King's fccret Ij 
tentions. The Earl of Shafisbury therefore mu 
have had a Forehead of Brafs to pronounce fuch 
Speech before fo auguft an Affembly. But it is vei 
likcJy that this was only for Form fake, and that tl 
Cabal were fo fecure of gaining their Point, as to b 
lieve that the Parliament itfelf would not dare to feei 
to know their Artifices. But they were miftakfen 
snd this very Houfe of Commons had already give 
fome Indications of Vigour and Refolution, befoi 
the King and Chancellor had delivered their Speechc 
Juft after they met, they had loudly complained ( 
Writs iflfued out by the Lord Chancellor for the Elo 
ting and Returning of Perfons to (^t in their Hou 
in the Room of fuch as were dead or removed. Ar 
by the way, all Perfons elefted by virtue of the 
Writs were the Chancellor's Creatures.' This Con 
plaint was the Reafon that the King immediately a 

tcr th^two Speeches told the Commons ;** Th; 

•' he had given Orders to the Lord Chancellor to fer 
*V out fVrits for the better Supply of their Houf 
*' having ften Precedents for ic: but if any Scrup 
" or Queftion did arife about it, he left it to tl 

i/!emhirs '* Houfe to debate as foon a$ they could ** A 

mnduly cordixigly, the very next Pay the Commons vot( 
tUeied ^^^^ Writs and Returns irregular, arid expelled a 
e/tL^^ the Members thus eleded. 

npuff. There had beeit in this Parliament, as in moft < 

Tw0 Par- -thers, two Parties, caHed the Court and Countr 

TJrliV P^r^- This was their Diftinftion, and itmanifeft 

mm. implied that the Interefts of the Court were diam 

trically oppofite to thofe (^ the People, as mc 

commonly the Interefts of one Party are to thofe 

the contrary. The Court-Party had always been u 

pcrmoft, while the People were perfuaded of t 

goc 
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good Intentions of the King and his Miniftert. Bat v^?^-]* 
in proportion as the King difcovered himfelf by his 
Way of living, by broad Signs of Irreligion, by his 
Inclination for the Fapifts, by his Profufion of the 
publick Monies, arid his Greedinefs of more •, or laftly, 
by his Union with France and the War upon the 
States^ his Party fenfibly dccreafcd for two very na- 
tural Reafons, Firft, a great many of thofe Mem«- 
, bers, who at the Beginning were of the King's Party 
from Inclination and a Zeal for Religion, loft this 
Inclination, after they were convinced that the King 
whom they confidercd as the Protedor of the Church 
of England, had no longer any views for the Benefit 
of cither Church or State. The Proteftations of the 
King had loft all their £ffe£b, when it was once feen 
that his Adions correfponded fo little with his Words^ 
Secondly, for the fame Reafon the People,- difco- 
vcring that Religion and the State were in Danger, 
no longer returned any Members to fill the Vacan- 
cies of the Houfe. who were not of Principles di- 
redly oppofice to the Views and Interefts of the 
Courtt As Vacancies by the Death of Mtmbevs n^at 0/ 
could not but be very numerous in a Parliament '** P^^/^i* 
which had fate Twelve Years, the Country Party •/^''^"'♦A 
came by degrees to prevail, and the King and his 
Minifters no longer found it fo eafy to carry what- 
ever they defired as in the Beginning of the Parlia- 
ment. It is a Truth which admits of no Difputc, 
th^t (6 long as the People fufped the King of no ill 
Defigns againft Liberty and Religion, the Court- 
Party prevail in the Parliament, or rather there are 
then no different Parties. For fuppofing the King an 
exad Obfervcr of the Laws himfelf, and careful to 
have them pundually obeyed by others, there can be 
no Difi^erence between the two Parties ;' but with re- 
fpeft to the Quantity of Money * granted to the 
King. But as the People are under Obligations to 
the King for his Maintenance of Order, Equity, 
Moderation, and Jufticein the Government, they arc 
never uncafy withlhc Ptowcr and Wealth heaped up- 
on 
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1672-3, on fuch a King, ahd commonly the Country-Party 
if there is one in the Parliament, is far inferiour t 
the King's. But the Cafe is quite different, whei 
the People are once prejudiced againft their Sovereign 
and have no longer any Confidence in his Promifes 
For then the Court- Party is compofed of Men wh 
have only their own private Fortune in view, an 
is not near fo numerqus as that, of the People 
which befides the publick Intereft, Qnds likewife 
private Advantage in oppofing the Defigns of th 
Court, In this Cafe and Situation of Affairs th 
People ufually return for Reprefentatives Men c 
Ability, and fuch as are believed wcll-afFefted t 
their Country -, and it is very rarely feen that the Ir 
trigues of the Court are'capable to defeat, fuch J^Jec 
tions. A. Proof of what I advance was fcen in th 
JEleAions of the Parliament which met the 3d, of Ni 
vember .1640^ in the Reign of C/&^rfej I, where th 
Country- Party was fo much fuperiour to that of th 
Court. This Pxoof ftands likewife confirmed by th 
Tranfaftions of the. Parliament I am now fpeakin 
• of, whicli for Twelve Years had appeared fo devote 
to the King, and yet changed from one extreme t 
another, When they had once loft their former Cor 
jidence. in the King and his Miniftcrs. It fignifics lii 
tie toafcribe this Change to the Intrigues. and Caba 
of fome particular Meji who were no Fridnds to th 
Court. Particular Men could never have fufficier 
Influence to corrupt'a whole Parliament,or the great( 
Part of it, if their Credit was not built upon th 
Mifmanagement of the King and his Minifters. A 
we are entring upon a n?w Period, I believed it nc 
ceffary to prepare the Reader for this Change, b 
Jetting him into the true Caufe of it. 

We have feen in the two Speeches of the King an 
the Chancellor what vaft Supplies the Kingdemande 
of his Parliament. He demanded a confiderable Ai 
for the Sea-Service ; another for the Land j a Thh 
to difcharge fome old Debts ; a Fourth to refund th 
.Money taken out of the Es<cheq^ii€ry and which cou' 
. ^ nc 
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not amount to lefe than Two Millions Two Hundred 167X-J. 
and Fifty Thoufarid Pounds Sterling for the Space df 
Seventeen Months. All thefe Sums laid together 
would rife at the lowed Computation to Five Mil-, 
lions. Though the Chancellor's Speech made but 
Hctle Imprcffion upon the Commom^. they were defi- 
rous nevertbclefs to let the World fee, that in demand- 
ing a Redrefs of Grievances, as was thtir Intention^ 
they did not aft from a Spirit of Paffion and Revenge: 
Wherefore, though they were by no means convinced 
cither of the Neceffity or Juftice of the War entred 
into by the King, thtty voted a Supply of Eighteen 
JMonths Aflcffment of Seventy Thoufand Pounds 
fer Menfem^ \diich in all amounted to Twelve Hun- 
dred and Sixty Thoufan3 Pounds, for the King's 
extraordinary Occalions, without fpecifying that it 
was for the Support of the War- But apprehenfive 
that the King might prorogue them when the Mo- 
ney-Bill was pafled, they refolved at the fame titnc 
to. tack this Bill and another of Grievances toge* 
then 

For this Purpofe, ^the 19 th of February^ the Coth' Addnfs #/ 
mans prefentcd an Addrefs to the King, in which ^'^^*J' 
they told him ' , ** That having taken, into Confi- ^^^^^ ^^^ 
*' aeration his Declaration for Indulgence to Diffen- DecUrktl- 
.*' tersy they, found thcmfelves bound in Dutv to in- ^J^f^^ ^«- 
« form his M^yt^y — That Penal Laws i^' Matters ^^lllj^^^^ 
** Eccleftaftical cannot- be fufpended hut by A£l of Par Ha- 
" ment — ^They therefore rnoft humbly befought. his 
" Majefty, to give ^fiich Diredlions, uhat no Appre- 
*' henfionsorjealouftes^ might remain in the Hearts of 
** bis faithful SubjeSs*'. 'To this Addrefs the King Ue Kings 

fent Anfwer '^ That he is very much troubled ^nfwer. 

' That the Declaration which he put out for Ends 
' fo neceffary to the Quiet df this Kingdom, efpe- 
' daily in that Conjunfture, (hould prove the Caufe 
* of Difquiet, and give Odcafion to the queftioning 
' of bis Power in Ealeftajticks^ which he finds qcft 
' done in the Reigns of any of bis Anceftors. That 
V he never bad Thoughts of ufing it. otherwife <:han 
4 *' as 
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i47^'3- *^ as it hath been iatruftcd in him to the Peace an< 

*' EftaUiihment of the Church of England^ and tb< 

*^ Eafe of all. his Subjeds in general : Neicher doth h 

** pretend to fufpend any Laws wherein the Proper 

*« /w. Rights^ or Liberties of any of his Subjcfts ar 

^* concerned, nor to alter any Thing in the efta 

♦' blifhed Dodrine or Difcipline of the Church € 

«^ England : But his only Defign in this was to tak 

•* off the Penalties inflided by Statutes upon the JDj 

** yir»/tfn ; and which he believed, when well con£ 

•' dercd of, they themfelves would not wifli e» 

** cuted according to the Rigour of the Law : Ne 

*' thcr hath he done this with any Thought of ; 

^* voiding, or precluding the Advice of his Parli 

** ment ; and if any Bnl ftiall be offered to hin 

*' which fhall appear more proper to attain the \ 

** forefaid Ends, and fecure the P^ce of the Churc 

^* and Kingdom, when tendered in due Manner i 

*' him^ He willjbew Inm readily be will concur in c 

$' Wap that Jhall appear for the Goad of the Km 

" dom'\ 

A fmfii The Commons^ with little Difficulty, pcrceired th 

Mdrefs the King was by no Means inclined to defift from I 

from the Declaration. Wherefore three Days after, they pV 

cmmpns. ^^^^^^ another Addrefs, in which •• They thanks 

^^ him for his gracious Aflurances and Promifes 

** maintaining the Religion eftablijhed^ and the Libert 

** and Properties of the People : And they did not 

«' the leaft doubt, but that his Majefty had the far 

>^ gracious Intentions in giving Satisfadion to 1 

*' Subjefts, by his Anfwer to their laft Petition ai 

^* Addrcfs.; But that they found that the faid A 

•' fwer was not fufficicnt to clear the Apprehen 

•' ons that might juftly remain in the Minds of ] 

** People, by his Majefty's having claimed a Pou 

-•* to fufpend Penal Laws in Matters Ecclejiafticalj a 

" which his Majcfty did ftill fcem to affert in i 

•' faid Anfwer to be entituled in the Crown^ and ns*. 

** qiiejlioned in an'j of the Reigns of bis Ancefioi 

" Wherein they humbly conceived his Majcfty 1: 

" hi 
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** been much mifihformed, fince no fuch Power had i^7*> 
** ever been claimed or cxercifcd by any of his Ma- 
** jetty's Prcdeceflbrs. And if it Ihould be admirtfd, 
^* might tend to the interrupting the free Courfc of 
«' the Laws, and altering the Lcgiflative Powtr^ 
'** which had always been acknowledged to refidtin 
•' his Maj^Jiy^ and in bis two Houfes of Parliament. 
** They therefore with an unanimous Confent became 
" humble Suitors to his Majefty- -That he would be 
•* pleafcd to give them a full and fatisfadlory Anfwcr 
*' to their faid Petition and Addrcfe^ and that his Ma- 
** jefty would take fuch efFedlual Order— -^/&ii/ the 
*' Proceedings in this Matter, might hot for the future 
*' be drawn into Confequence or Example.*' The King's The Kings 
Anfwer to this Addrefs was — It is of Confe^uence, ^»fwr. 
and J will take it into Conftderation. 

At the fame Time that thefe AddreflTes were ma- Mr. Scy- 
naging. Sir Joh Cbarkton^ Speaker ot the Houfe of mour tht* 
Commons being taken ili, made his humble Suit to hw^7#/'i^»^* 
Majefty, that he might be eafcd of the Burden he cJmmcos. 
was not able longer to fuftain. Edward Seymour, who 
was fo much talked of in the Reign of fViUiam III, 
was chofen in his rooim. 

. The King and the Caid were extremely miftaken rb$ Pres^ 
in imagining that the Declaration for Liberty of *>ytcrians 
Confcience, could engage the Presbyterians in their ^^^/J^^^ 
Party, in return for fo great a Favour. The 
Leaders of the Presbyterians had too much Senfe to 
be taken in ^ Snare at once fo palpable, and fo dan- 
gerous. It was eaiy for them to fee, that they were 
only the Tools designed to advance the Interefts of 
the Romifh Religion. When they refleded on the 
Hands from which they received this Favour v namc- 
J , the King, the Duke of Tork, and the Members 
K 'the Cakal, they could not perfwade themfdve$ 
1 at it flowed from any Principle of Religion or 
] umanity. They faw befides fo many extraordina- 
J Steps taken, fo marvy Invafiofns upon the Rights 
I ^ the People ; the Papifts indulged in their Religi- 
I \ \ the King making exorjbiunc Demands upon his 

Parli- 
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i<^7»'3* Parliament ; an Army incaniped at the very Gate 

of London* in the midfl: of Winter ; a' War begu 

to deftroy the only Protejlant State capable to fuf 

pott Religion, and Papifis in the principal Pofts 

upon fight of all this, they were lufficiently cor 

vinced that thfc Sufpenfion of the Penal-Laivs va 

Hot for their Sake. Wherefore far from thanking tl: 

King for this pretended Favour, Alderman LoVi 

one of the City Members, and a leading Di£ente\ 

fpoke with the greateft Refolution agairift the D< 

claration *'. This Declaration for Liberty of Coi 

fcience, wrought a prodigious Change in the Hou 

of Commons. For that Houfe,' which had been 1 

fiercely animated againft the Presbyterians^ feeing th 

Sacrifice made by them of their own Intereft, x 

thofe of Religion and the Kingdom, ordered a B\ 

ui BSlfre- to be brought in for their Eafe ; a: Bill by whic 

fatidh all Penalties ordained againft them by the J£l 

mif^s^^ Uniformity were taken off, and no other Neceffit 

favour of laid upon them but the taking the Oaths of JUe^ 

the?tcs' ance and Supremacy; This Bill was read the fir 

byicrwas, ^j^^ ^^ ^^it fifth of February, and in a few Da; 

went through the Houft. But the Lt^rJi having ma< 

iomt Amendments, which were not liked by the Co$. 

monsj the King prorogued the Parliament before tl 

two Hoqfes could come to an Agreement, 

jitefim- xhis Bill, which met with no^ Difficulties from tl 

'Lc/* Commons, clearly difcovered their Diftruft of the D 

dMtiojth fig^s of the Court with regard to the Declaration f 

G^mmom. Liberty of Confcience, fince by it ,aH Pretence w 

taken away of confounding the Pre^yterians with t 

other Seds of Non-Conformfts. So long as the Hot 

0f Commons had no Sufpicion of the King's inclinii 

to the Papifts, they had affefted to rank all the Ne 

Conformifts under one Clafs, in order to have' t 

Presb 

♦ On BUihHeath' 

* He declared. He had much raftei^ ftill go without tbeirdefli 
Liberty, than have it in a Way that Would prove fo ditrim^n 
to ihe Nation. * ^./^'^t ' ^^ 
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Presbyterians included in the Statutes made againft 1672.3; 
Non-Conformifts in general. But when it was per- 
ceived that the King made ufe of this Corfu/ton to fa- 
vour the Papilis, the Commons then were willing to 
own that the feveral Sefts ought to be diftinguifhed 5 
and father than give up Religion to the Intrigues 
and Artifices of the Court and the Papiftsy they re- 
folved to cafe the Presbyterians. In this they difcd- 
vered a true and hearty Zeal for the Proteftant Reli- 
gion in general, which they knew was not in fo 
much danger from the Attacks of Presbyterians as • 
of Papijls. But it was not on this Occafion only 
that they ftiewcd their Firmnefs to the Proteftant Reli- 
ligion. At the very Time that they were employed in 
the Billior the Eafeofthe Presbyterians^ another was* 
brought in to enjoin frequent Catechifing in the Pa-* 
rochial Churches for the Inftruftion of Youth, inti- 
mating thereby, how neceflary this Precaution was 
in that Conjundure. But this Billj as well ^s the o- 
ther, was rendered abortive by the Prorogation of 
the Parliament. 

Nothing is a furer Indication of what the Parlia- Mdn/s 
ment thought of the Dcfigns of the Cpurt in favour /''«• /At 
of the PapiftSy than the Addrefs prefcnted by both ^^^'^ 
Houfcs to the King on this Subjeft, much about ^J^ft^}^ 
the fame time. This Addrefs contained firft Com- papifls. 
plaints upon the Growth of Popery^^ upon the great 
Number of Romijh Priefts and Jefuits, upon the Ad- 
miffion of fo many Recufants into Places of Truft, 
particularly in the Army. After this, the two Hou- 
fes defired, ** i. That his Majefty would be pleaf- 
" ed to iffue out his Royal Proclamation to com- 
" mand all Priefts and Jefuits ( with Exception of 
' " thofc in Attendance upon the Queei>, not Natu- 
" ral-born Subjefts ; to depart within thirty Days 
" out of the Kingdom : And that his Majefty would 
" be pleafed in the fame Proclamation to command 
" all Judges and other Officers to put the Laws in 
«* Execution againft all fuch Priefts and Jefuits as 
•« Ihould be found in the Kingdom after that time. 
' Vol. XlVt C !! ?! That 
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1672 J. c« 2. That his Majcfty would be pkafed likcwife t 

** iffuc out Commiflions to tender the Oaths of -^i 

<« kgtance and Supremacy to all Officers and Soldier 

<« now in his Service and Pay, and that fuch as re 

" fufed the faid Oaths might be immediately dif 

" banded. 3. That the Commiflaries of the Mul 

" tqrs be commanded and enjoined by his Majcfty' 

<« Warrant, upon die Penalty of lofing their Placei 

" not to permit any. Officer to be muttered in th 

" Service and Pay of his Majefty, until he hath ta 

" ken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremdcy^ and r< 

" ceivcd the Sacrament of the Lo^d^s^Supper accorc 

" ing to the Ufage of the Church of England-^ an 

" that every Soldier Ihould take the faid Oaths b< 

" fore his firft Mufter, and receive the Sacrament i 

A PmU' ** like Manner before his fecond Mufter." Upc 

w^w»»/* this Addrefs the King publifhed a Proclamation i 

'" '^' the ufual Stile, the Seventh of that kind, by whic 

( after a Declaration, that as he had always adhere 

to the Church of England againft all Temptatior 

whatfoever, he was refolvcd in like Manner to mail 

tain and defend It ) he ftridly commanded all Jef\ 

its and Romijh Priefts to depart the Kingdom, and tV 

Laws to be put in due Execution againft all Popi 

tU Cm* Recufants^ or juftly fufpefted to be fo, fc?r. Th 

mMij«»/er proclamation ^as not fatisfaftory to the Common 

Idisfyri^. ^ ^^ extended to only one fingle Article of their D 

mands, and faid not a Word of the Removal of P. 

fifis from Publick Employs. This fct them to wor 

upon a new Bill in order to obtain their End ; an 

they were bent not to finilh the Money-Bill till th( 

had obtained a Redrefs of their Grievances, and pa 

ticularly a Revocation of the Declaration for Liben 

of Confcience. 

Tbt King The King had never been in fo great Perplexii 

in griAt fmce his Reftoration. The 'Cabal had promifed 1 

Dtfficul make him abfolure ; but after all fuggcftcd no < 

ther Means to him than the ufing of Force, at % 

Hazards. He had hoped to attain his Aim by d 

grecs, firft gaining one Point, then another, till \ 

I fllOUi 
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fliould fee himfelf ac length in a State to trample on »^7*-3-. 
j file Necks of all his Oppofcrs, He had moreover 
cxpedled great Matters from the Afliftance of France 
I after the Deftrudion of the Common-wealth of //(?/- 
! land. But he had prepofteroufly imagined that he 
fliould have Time to form all his Mealurcs^ and be 
able to fupport his Defign when ever he fliould be 
oppofed. Perhaps too, he had flattered himfelf 
with theeafy Condefcenfion of this Parliament, which 
had always been fo indulgent to him. But as the 
Parliament went to work, the Time was come that 
the King muft either give way to the Proceedings of 
the Commons^ or break with the Parliament. In this 
kfl: Cafe, he had too much Scnfe to perfwade him- 
felf that a Handful of Papijis^ backed by a few flat- 
tering Courtiers and Minifters, would be able to 
fupport him at a Time when he could hope for no 
Afl^iftance from France^ and when the Male-contents 
might be aided by a Dutch Fleet. Befides, his Ex- 
chequer was empty : And therefore to raife Money 
he mufl: have applied to his Subjefts by Means of his 
Army : For he well knew that if he had not where- 
with to content thofe who fliould come over to his 
Party, he would find it very difficult to engage them 
in the Ruin of their Country. But this Army was Prc^ 
teftant^ excepting a few Popijb Officers and Soldiers. 
The Sailors likewife, both Officers and common 
Men were Proteliants. It was therefore unnatural to 
exped to engage fuch a Fleet and Army in his De- 
figns, fo contrary to their Religious and Civil Li- 
berties. Laftly, he confidered that thefe very Mini- 
fters and Courtiers would defer t him, as had hap- 
pened to the King his Father, when he fliould be no 
longer able to protect them. In a Word, it was not 
yet Time to think of the Execution of a Projedt of 
this Nature, for which he was yet unprovided, and 
ncverthelefs by the Parliament's laft Addrefs, was 
bro%ht to an abfolute Necefllty of either aftually 
executing or defifting from it. His Honour fecmed 
engaged to fupport the Declaration for Liberty of 
Vox. XIV. C 2 Confcicncci 
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t67i-3- Confcience ; for he had told the Parliament that Y 

would never depart from it, and his Inclination le 

him to favour the Papijls^ whofe Religion he had f( 

cretly embraced. He found himfelf moreover obi 

ged not to deliver up his Minifters to the Refen 

ment of the Parliament, who, in giving him the 

Advice; had depended upon his Protcftion. But tl^ 

Point of Hotiour was not capable to ballance xY 

Difficulties with which he faw his Defign would I: 

attended, if he perfiftcd in the Execution thcreo 

Bis Coun- On the other Hand his Council was divided on th 

ci/^rf/i/i- Occafion ; the Duke of Ormond and the Earl of A\ 

Ungton advifed him to wait a more favourable 0| 

portunity ; but the Duke oi Tork^^nA the reft < 

the Cabal^ were for having him pull off the Masl 

and fupport his Declaration. They reprefented th: 

bis Father's Ruin was owing to his confenting to tl 

firft Demands of the Parliament of the Year 164c 

that thefe Demands grew daily upon him, and at la 

left him nothing to grant without undoing himfel! 

That the Confequence would be the fame now, ar 

that after all his Condefcenfion to the Parliament, 1 

would fee himfelf reduced to the Neccflity of breal 

ing with them at laft, and fo his Compliance wou 

only ferve to make them the bolder. Thefe Rcafo 

wereeafy to anfwer, by faying that fufficicnt Fore 

were wanting to fupport a War. To which was r 

plied by the King's Friends, that his holding his R 

folution a few Days would bring the Parliament 

Reafon, his Majefty having a Party among the 

which began to make the Leaders waver ; and th 

there were Forces fufficient on Foot to fupport t 

one fide, and intimidate the other. It is pretend 

that the Earl of Sbaftsbury was willing to anfwer f 

the Succcfs of this Advice with his Head. So mu 

faid on both Sides was very capable to hold the Kii 

in fufpence. It is believed that the Ladies ingag 

in this Affair, and fearing to lofe their prefent E 

1^' ^j|p*^. joyments, by a Rupture, warmly follicitcd the Ki 

^n. to recall his Declaration. Koweyer that be, t 

I Ki 
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King after he had hefitated fome Time, called for the iSjx^j. 
Declaration, and broke the Seal with his own 
Hands. 

The 8th of March the King came to the Parlia- 
ment, and after he had prelfed the Commons very 
earneftly to difpatch the Money-Bill, he faid to the 
two Houfes— -j^*^ there beany Scruple yet remaining l^hi King's 
with you touching the fufpenfton of the Penal- Laws j I ^P^^^^ ^^ 
here faithfully promife you that what hath been done in \^^^^ ' 
that Particular fhall not for the future be drawn into Eic- 
ample and Confequence ; and as I daily expeSl from yoii 
a Bill for my Supply ^ fo I affure you I fhall as willin^y 
receive and pafs any other you fhall offer m^y that may 
tend to the giving you Satisfa£lion in all your juji Grie- 
vances. 

This Speech was fo agreeable to the Parliament, istban^ii 
that both Houfes went in a Body to thank the King/^'" ^*^ ^y 
for fo full and fatisfailory an A nfwer. ^'^^ ^**- 

But if the two Houfes were pleafed, it was far o- Tht CdM 
therwife with the Cabal. They had formed a Pro- vtrymnek 
jeft, and prepared a Plan to render the King abfo-'*''-^^*; 
lute. Nay, they had taken fome Steps towards the ^^%^| 
Execution. This Plan had never been formed, had 
it not been fuppofed that the King would have Firm- 
nefs and Refolution to withftand the Complaints of 
the Parliament : For the Projeftors could never think 
that the Parliament would leave the Liberties of the 
People to be invaded without making an Oppofition. 
Their whole Hope therefore was built upon the 
Firmneft and Refolution of the King : They were to 
engage in a Conteft in which they flattered them- 
felves to render the King Viftorious. But they faw, 
to their great Aftonilhment, the King making his 
Retreat, when he (hould have prepared for Battle, 
and confequcntly all Hopes of Vidlory vanifliing 
with him. But their Fears were not yet over ; they 
were in danger of being given up bv the King, after 
this firft Step, to the Refentment of the two Houfes : 
For how could they rely on the Proteftion of a 

C 3 King, 
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'^7^-3' King, who gave fuch manifcft Marks of hi» o 

Fears ? 

Shaftsbu- I have already faid that the Earl of Arliugion h 

ry turns to in fome Meafure, gone off from the Cabal by his l 

/^« c<?«» vice to the King to revoke his Declaration for 

ry Mrty, j^^^.^^ ^f Confcience. The Earl of Shaftshury f 

followed him, but in a Manner more furprizi 

more publick, and with more remarkable Cim 

fiances. As foon as he faw that the King had 

Refolution enough to execute the great De%n wl 

had been projefted, he thought it but Jufl to dc 

a Prince who deferred his own Intereft, and left 

Counfellors expofed to Danger. This was the 

cond Time that the Earl had experienced the Kii 

Inconftancy and want of Refolution. This Al 

of the Declaration was common to him with the 

ther Members of the Cabal. But the fFrits ifl 

out of Chancery for the Eledion of Memberi 

fupply the Vacancies in Parliament were purely 

own work. He had undertaken to iffue out thefe tf' 

as Chancellor, on pretence of fome Precedents wl 

were never known to any Body, and on the Ki 

pofitive iPromife to (land by him ; and yet he 

deferted by the King at the firft Inftance of 

Commons, or rather before they had brought t 

Complaint to him. The Affair was neverthelel 

very bad Confequence. For if the Crown a 

haveiflued out Writs {or filling the Vacancies in ] 

liament, it would have been very eafy for the N 

fters to have had fuch Members returned as i 

pleafed, as it fell out on this firft Occafion, v 

all thofc that were chofen were Creatures of 

Tathir Court. Father Orleans, who received his Ir 

Orleans nations of the Englijh Affairs from the Mout 

n/Hti . Yah^ James II, affirms pofitively, as one that ci 

not be miftaken when he follows fuch a Guide,* 

*• That the antient Cuftom, after the Death 

** Member, was for the Chancellor to iffue a '^ 

*' under the Great-Seal for the Eleftion of anot 

^* And though the JVrit contained nothing w 
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« could prejudice the freedom of Elcftions, yet the f^72-3- 
*' King might find Means ;io prevent any Member 
** from being chofcn who was againft him. That 
«' this Cuftom had been changed during the Troubles 
^' in the laft Reign, when, the Commons had affumed 
** the Power of ifluing the ff^rits by their Speakert 
<^ and had been fuffered to continue in po0effion of 
** this ufurped Privilcdgc fincc the King's Reftora- 
«« tion, from the Weaknefs or Ignorance of the pre- 
** ceeding Chancellors.*' — But this is a groundlefsAf- 
fertion, as appears from the Words of the King 
himfelf to both Houfes at the Beginning of this SeA 
(ion — •* Thai he bad given Order to the UfrdXbanceU 
« lor to fend out Writs for the better fupply of tbeir 
" Houfey having feen Precedents for it.** — Had this 
been a Rieht inherent in the Crownt and firll inva- 
ded by the Commons about thirty Years before, du- 
ring the Troubles of the laft Reign, would the 
King have faid onfy, that be bad only feen fome Prece^ 
dents I This Reniark is only to let the Reader fee 
with what Caution he is to read the Hiftory of Fa- 
ther Orleans^ though it was diftated by King James 
himfelf. 

The Earl of Shaftsbury then flood mprc expofed 
to the Refentment of the Commons^ than any of the 
Members of the CahaU not only for pernicious Coun- 
iels given the King in Conjun£tion with his CoUegues, 
the Secret whereof was not yet known, but chiefly ^ 

by reafon of the fFrits iflued by him as Chancellor, 
fo deftruftive of their Rights and Priviledges. He 
had therefore Reafon to fear a rigorous Profecution 
for this Faft, and the Party oppofite to the Court 
had already framed an Accufation againft him. On 
the other Hand, the Weaknefs he had difcovered in 
the King gave him no hopes of a Proteftion from ^ ^^ 
thence. He believed therefore that no other Way ^f shafti- 
was left to divert the impending Storm, than by quit- bury 
ting the King's Party, and throwing himfdf into the ^'"Y 
contrary, " He executed this Refolution, fays Father f^^j^ 
;^ Orleans^ the Day after the King had refolved to rarty #/ 
C 4 *« revoke ^*#Fwi** 
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1^71.3. «« revoke his Declaration for Liberty of Confci 

** It was eleven at Night before the King had t 

^^ his laft Kefolution, and the next Morning the 

•* cS Sbaftsbury appeared in the Houfe of Lord 

♦' the Head of the Party, moft violently bent a§ 

•* the Catholick Religion, the DuUh War, an( 

•' Union with France." He did more, if Fathe 

leans is to be credited,^— for in a full Houfe hi 

covered the Reafons which had induced the Kii 

grant Liberty of Confcience, unite himfclf with Ff 

and declare War againft the States. I make no d 

of his difcovering this Secret to the Party whic 

was come over to ; but I muft have better Evi( 

than that ot Father Orleans before I can believe 

this Difcovery was made publickly in a fujl H 

and on this very Ogcafion, efpecially before the 

and Diike of Tork^ who were prefent in the h 

that very Morning. This would have been an J 

fation in Form againft the King, the Duke of , 

and the four Members of the Cahal^ of whic 

could have given no Proofs if he had been calle 

on for them. He had too much Senfe to expofe 

felf to fo evident a Danger. The Reafon of hi 

claring publickly againft the King on the Day 

fpeakfhg of, was this. 

Tbi Earl ' The Lor'd-Treafurer Clifford^ ignorant of Sha^ 

!>/ Shafts- ry*s Intentions, paid him a Vific the Night be 

V^ f*A. ^^ communicating to him a Projeft of his owi 

^iicklys' eftabliftiing a perpetual Fund to free the King 

f^dinft tbi his Dependence on the P'arliament, he read to \ 

f^H* Speech prepared to be fpoken the next Day fo 

introducing this projeft in the Houfe of Lords. 

Earl of Sbaftsbury appeared mightily pleafed wit 

Speech, and defired to hear it again. The next 

the Xing and puke of Tork coming to the FJou 

countenance this Projeft with their Prefencc, 

Lord Clifford fpoke his Speech. He had no fc 

/ done, than the Earl of Shaftsbury flood up, an( 

fwircd his Speech from the Beginning to the \ 

jic demonftrated this Pxojc(9: tp be extravagant 

impr^dtic? 
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imprafticablc 5 that it would overturn the Gpvfrn- |67»-|* 
ment, and perhaps fisnd the King and Royal Family 
to fpend the Remainder of their Days in ^ hopelefs 
Exile. If the Treafurer's Spicech furpriyed the Lords 
who very well underftood the Intent of it, their Afto- 
nifliment was increafed when they faw the Chancel- 
lor, a leading Member of the Cabalj declare fo o* 
penly againft the King. It is faid, that the Duke of 
Torkj whilft Sbaftsbury was (peaking, whifpcred the 
King, and faid, IFhat a Rogue have you of a Lord- 
Chancellor ! And that the King replied — PTbal a 
Fool have you of a Lord-Treafurer ! I know not whe- 
ther the Truth of thefe Particulars is to be relied on, 
fomc of which are not fo much as probable. For 
what Likelihood is there that the Kin^ after he had 
broke the S^eal of his Declaration with his own Hand^ 
for fear of the Parliament, fhould appear within a 
few Hours afterwards in theHoufe of Lords, to fup- 
port, by his Prefence, the Projedt of the TreafUrer, 
which tended to the overthrow of all Parliaments ? 
Or that he fhould refledt on the Treafurer as a Fool, 
for a Proppfal which himfelf could not be ignorant 
of, and had doubtlefs approved ? *. 

However 

* This Bufinefs of 5i&4/>i>»ry's turning agaipStbc Court, is thus 
related by Bumit. The Lord Cliford refolving to affert the Do*- 
daration for Liberty of Confciencc. fho^vedtheHp^^ds heiDteDde4 
to f^eak on to the King^ who approved of them. He i>egaQ the De- 
bate with rough Words, calling the Vote of the C^mmpms, Mfmjfrum 
h§rr$Hdmm ingins^ and run on in an high Strain. When he ha4 
done, the Earl of 5i&«/>j&«ry, to the i^mazemept of the ijrhole 
Houfe, faid, he moft differ from the Lord that fpokc laft» toto CotU^ 
He faid* while thefe Matters were debated out of Doors, he might 
think with others, that the Ring's Sitj>rtmacy did warrant the De« 
cUration : But now that fuch a Houfe ot C$tnmoms were of ano^ 
ther Mind, he fubmitced his Reafops to theirs. They were the 
King's Great Council, and muft both advifeand fupport him. The 
King was all in Fury to be thus foriaken by his Chancellor, and 
told the Lord Clifford how well he was plcafed with his Speedi. 
and how highly offended with the other. The Debate went on, 
and upon a Diviiion the Court had the Majority. But above thirty 
of the moft confiderabJc of thp Uoi^fe pcocefled againft the Vote. 

Sq 
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1672-3. However this be, the Earl of Sbafisbury from this 
'^R^^'/^ Time appeared always in the Head of the Country 
^gpmil^nint P^^ty» ^"^ ^^* ^ Means ot caufing the King to un- 
tikf£«f/tf/ dergo very grievous Mortifications, as we fhall fee 
Shaftsbury hereafter. But I muft give here a very material Cau- 
tion to thofc who read the Hiftory of Father Orl^r 
ans, or fuch Englijh or Foreign Authors as efpoufis 
the King's Side : All thefe Writers reprefent the Earl 
of Shaftsbury in very bad Colours. He was, accord* 
ing to them, the greateft Villain that ever was •, his 
Wickednefs was anfwerable to the Extent of his 
Genius, and the Depth of his Penetration. He was 

erpetually contriving how to torment the King and 
uke ofTorkj or rather to ruin them paft Redemp» 
tion. He was not only the Head of his Party, but 
the very Soul which actuated and moved the whole. 

Ill 



So the Court faw tbey gained nottiing in carryings Vote that drew 
after it fuch a Froteitation. It feems cliffard, Bm^mgh0m,\ aad 
taudirddle v/crc for violent Meafures, whiiil Jlrlm%ton zui Shs/is* 
tmj preiTedtbe King to content the Parhameot. Accordingly, ia 
the Afternoon of the Pay that the Matter had been argued in the 
Houfe of Lords, SbMfttbury and Arlington got all thofe Members 
of the C^mmpns who were in the Court-Party, to go privately to 
the King one after another, and tell him, that upon ciiffor4*s Speech 
the Houfe was in fuch Fury, that probably they would have gone 
to Impeachments, had it not been for shaftsbHrys fpeakingon ihe 
otherSide, who, they believed, fpoke the King's Senfe as the other 
Ad the Duke's. So they made the King apprehend, the Chancel- 
lor's Speech, with which he was fo offended, was really a great 
Service done him, and perfwaded him farther, that he might now 
favehimfelfand obtain an Indemnity for his Miniders, if he would: 
pait with the Declaration, and pafs the BtU. whereupon before 
Night the King was quite changed, and faid to bis Brother, that 
ClTprd had undone bimfelf, and fpoiled all by his Speech ; and 
though Shaftsbury had fpoke like a Rogue, yet that had fiopt a 
Fury which the other's Indifcretion had kindled. The Duke in the. 
Evening told Clifford what the King faid. Upon which Clifftrd 
went to the King, and faid, he thought that in what he had done 
he had both ferved and plcafed the Kmg, but was furprized to find 
by the Duke, that the King was oi another Mind. The ij^ing ia 
iome Confufion, owned thj(tallhe had faid was right in itfelf, but 
he (hould have confidered better what the Commons could bear. 
Clifford findirg he muft lofe the White Staff, confultcd wi^h Buck* 
in^hdm whom to recommend for Treafurer, and they pitched upop^ 
SSlhpmsr Osborn afterwards Duke of U9is. P. 348, ^c. 
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In (hort, every Thing afterwards done by the Parlia- 1671 j, 
ment againft the King, is imputed to him ; and it is 
artfully infinuated^ that had it not been for fuch an 
Agent the Nation would have enjoyed a lading Calm^ 
and the Parliament contented with the King's favour- 
able Anfwers, and gracious Promifes, would have 
face ftill, and attempted nothing againft the Court* 
Thus, according to thefe Writers, all the M^afures 
taken, all the Precautions afterwards made ule of by 
the Parliament againft the Defigns of the Court, were 
folcly owing to the Malice and Revenge of the Earl 
of Sbaft^bury. It is eafy to fee that their Defign is to 
leflen the OccaGonsof the Parliament's Fear and Com- 
plaint of the Conduft of the Court, by infinuating 
that they were frivolous, and the meer Effedts of 
Sbafisburfs Vengeance, who, they tell you, diredled 
both Houfes of Parliament, or rather had them en- 
tirely at command. For my Part I am no way con- 
cerned to vindicate the Honour of the Earl of Shafts- 
hury^ but believe my felf obliged to remark, for the 
helping my Reader to the Diicovery of the Truth, 
that the Projedt of the Cahal to render the King ab- 
folute, and introduce Popery is of unqueftionable 
Certainly. The Authors now mentioned make no 
Scruple of owning this, and fhould they not own it 
the Thing would be no lefs true. Confcquently the 
Parliament coming to a full and exaft Knowledge of 
this Dcfign, which was only fufpefted before, had all 
the Reafon in the World for their Fears and Cautions 
againft the King and his Minifters. Let this be grant- 
ed, and the Thing will be the fame, whether the 
Earl of Sbaftsbury was a Villain, or an honeft Man ; 
whether he betrayed the King's Secrets, and adted 
only by a Spirit of Revenge ; whether his Fear of the 
Parliament was the fole Motive of his embracing the 
Country-Party againft the King, or whether he was 
led to it from a Principle of Honour and Duty, in 
order to fave the Church and State. The good and 
bad Qualities of the Earl of Sbaftsbury did not caufe 
the Parliamenc to have more or lefs Reafon to fear 

the 
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1672-4. the I>cfigns of the King and his Minifterj. If they 
were prejudicial to Religion and the State, as is not 
(o be denied, the Parliament had reafon to take thi? 
heft Mcafures tor preventing the Execution. Why 
therefore arc thefe Meafures, thcfc Precautions, afcri- 
bed to the Malice and Artifices of the Earl of Shafts* 
hury^ fince there was another and more natural Caufe. 
pefore ever the Earl of Sbaftsiury appeared in the 
Party, contrary to the Court, the Parliament had be- 
gun to take thefe. Precautions, though they only fuf- 
pc6tcd the Court's Defigns ; they were more fully 
informed by the Earl of SbafishHry^ and why fhould 
it be fuppofed that the Parliament after this Informa- 
tion, threw up at once the Motives on which they 
had already aded only to ferve as Inftruments of 
Skaftshurf^ private Revenge ? This has not the leafk 
Shadow of Probability, and yet the Authors above- 
mentioned lofe no Opportunity of reproaching the 
Earl of Sbaftsbury, and afcribing folely to him all 
the Mortifications which the King afterwards met 
with. Befides the benefit propofed to my Reader 
from what I have faid, my Defign is to hinder fuch 
as have read, or (hall read the other Hiftorians, from 
thinking it ftrange that I do not every Moment ex- 
claim againft the Earl of Shaftsburfz Condud, as if 
he were the fole Author of whatever was done againft 
the King ; and that I content my felf with faying 
once for all, that this Lord ufed all his Intereft and 
Credit to break the Meafures of the King and his Mi- 
ni0:ers. 
yhi Teft Immediately after this Change in the Earl of Sbafis- 
jiapajfes hfiry^ the Ho\Ji{t of Commons paffed a Bill which was 
tbi Com afterwards called the Tefi^A£l^ intituled, 4n A51 ta 
joons* prevent the Banger which may happen from Popijb Re* 
cufants. This A^ required, that all Perfons enjoy- 
ing any Office or Place of Truft or Profit, fhould 
take the Oaths of Allegiance or Supremacy in publicrk 
and open Court, and ftjould alfo receive the Commu^ 
nion in fome Pari(h-Church, immedia,tely after Di- 
vine Service 3 and deliver intp Coyrt a CcrPfi;ifU fign- 

eci 
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ed by the Miniftcrs and Church- Wardens, attefted i6?«-j; 
by the Oaths of two credrblc Witncfles, and this Cer- 
tificate to be put upon Record : And that al] PerfortS 
taking the faid Oaths of Allegiance and SupretHaiy 
ihould likewife make and fubfcribe this following De- 
claration / do declare that I do believe there is not 

any ^ranfubjiantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord^s 
Supper^ at or after the Confecration thereof by any Per^ 
fon whatfoever, — This Bill went readily through the 
Houfe of Commons^ and after fome DifBcuIties, had 
likewife the Lord's Approbation. The Earl of Brifl 
tol^ though a Papift, made a Speech on this Occafion, 
and concluded with faying, — That as a Catholick his 
Confcience would oblige him to give his Voteagainft 
this S///, but that as a Member of a Proieftant ParlU 
amenta hts Advice cotdd not bat prudentially sp along 
with the main Scope of it^ the prefent Cireumjiiinces of 
Time and' Affairs confidered; and the NeceJ/ityofcompOm 
fing the dijlurbed Minds of the PeopltJ^ • 

Befides this Bill there was another in Hand to pre- jnotbir^ 
vent Intermarriages between Proteftants md Papifts. BiU$0 
This tendfsd direftly to break the Negotiation then ^2"'!?V 
on Foot for the Marriage of the Duke of Ttfrk with J^VoriJl ' 
an Archdutchefs of Infprucky and to hrnder-him' from mMrrymg ' 
marrying with any other Catholick Prtflcefs.' The ^'^^^ * 
King all this while was very uneafy, as he faw that'p*'-^-'* >•, 
the Parliament was acquainted with his fecrct Refolu- "*^'''' 
tions, aiid taking the moft efFeftual Meafurcis to pre- 
vent their Execution. He was therefore the more 
preffing' with the Commons for the Difpatch of the 
Meney-Bill. But inftead offatisfying hith, thtCon^* t^ phU 
mons after having provided for the Security of Rcligi- ti^nsn*' 
on, prefcnted to hhn two Addrefles Concerning Grie- ^^^^i '• 
vances, one relating to England^ the other to Ireland^ ^§1^^^ 
Ift the firft, they told the King, — That they were 
firmly perfwaded of his Intention to govern accordittg 
to the Laws and Cuftoms of the Kingdom, Yet finding 
that fome Abufes and Grievances had crept into the 
Govcrnrtient, they humbly craved leave to reprc- 
feht them to his Majefty's Knowledge, and to defire^ 

*' I. That 
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1^12.3, c, I, Thatthelmpofition of Twelve-pence p^Chal- 
*' dron upon Coals, for providing of Convoys by Vir- 
** tueof an Order of Council, dated the 15th ot May 
" 1672 may be recalled, and all Bonds^ taken by 
" Virtue thereof, cancelled. 2. That his Majcfty's 
*• Proclamation of the j^xh of December 1672, For 
** preventing Biforders which may be committed by Sol^ 
** diers^ and whereby th*e Soldiers now in his Majef- 
*' ty's Service are in a manner exempted from the 
*' ordinary Courfe of Juftice, may likcwife be rc- 
•* callcdt 3. And whereas great Complaints have 
•' been made out of feveral Parts of the K^ingdom, of 
*' divers Abufes committed in quartering of Soldiers^ that 
•* his Majefty would be pleafed to give Orders to re- 
*' drefs thofe Abufes, and in particular, that no Sol- 
*' diers be hereafter quartered in any private Houfes, 
^^ and that due Satisfaction may be given to the Inn- 
•' keepers and Yidtuallers where they lye, before they 
** remove. 4. And fincc the Continuance of Soldiers 
. •* in this Realm, will ncceflarily produce many In- 
•* conveniencies to his Majefty 's.Subjedts, they hum- 
** bly reprefented it as their Petition and Advice, 
** that when this prefcnt: War is ended, all the Sol- 
*' diers that have been raifed fince the laft Seffion of 
«' Parliament may be disbanded. 5. That his Ma- 
" jefty would : likewife be pleafed to confider of the . 
** Irregularities and Abufes in preffing Soldiers, and 
•* give Orders for the Preventipn thereof for the fu- 
" ture." Ttcfc Demands (how how by Degrees the 
Court was introducing an abfolute Authority : Firft, 
by a light Imppfition, by Virtue of an Order of 
Council, of Twelve-pence upon every Chaldron, or 
Thirty-fix Bufhels of Coals. The Tax was inconfi- 
derable, but the Confequence otherwife. Secondly^ 
the Magiftrates in affuming the Power of quartering ' 
Soldiers in private Houfes, eafily found an Opportu- 
nity to gall and opprefs their Enemies, and fuch as 
were not well inclined to the Court. Thirdly, in 
preffing Soldiers, the Officers had room to commit 
many Afts of Injuftice, by inrolling not the nK)ft 

proper 
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proper Men for Service, but the Rich who were able *672-3r 
to redeem themfeives with Money. Though this 
Praftice of preffing had been much ufed with regard 
to Sailors, and continues to this Day, it had never 
extended to Land-Soldiers, or at Icaft but on very 
extraordinary Occafions. i 

The Petition relating to the Irijh Grievances con- 
tained fundry Articles, which chiefly concerned Re- 
ligion. In one of thefc the Commons defired his Ma- 
jefty that he would be pleafed to deprive of all Em- 
ployments Civil or Military Colonel Richard Talbot^ 
who publickly took upon him tlje Title of Agent for 
the Roman 'Catbolicks in Ireland^ and forbid him all 
Acccfs to his Perfon. This Talbot was afterwards 
created Duke of Tjrconnel^ and Lieutenant of Ireland 
by James II. 

The King replied to thefe Addreffes that th(-y ^^ «^'»1> 
confined of lb many different Articles, that it could -^"Z^*''-- 
not be expected he fhould give an immediate Anfwer. 
But promifed, that for the feveral particular Things 
contained in theni, he would before the next Meeting 
take Tuch effectual Care, that no Man fhould have 
reafon to complain. After this the Money-Bill paffed if^#yj 
without any Oppofition. But, to (hew a tacit Diflike »«^^ t^fz 
of the War for which this Money was intended, the^'^* 
Bill wzs intituled, A Supply of bis Majefifs extraordi- 
narj Occa/ions^ and a parncular Provifo was tacked 
to it, ^al no Papift fhould be capable of holding an^ 
puhlick Emplo'jment. 

Before the BUI in favour of Pr^/^^»/-Diflcnters 1673. 
and fome others were ready, the King came to the aUs t^f^. 
Parliament the 29th of March^ and paflcd fcveralM 
Afts, amongft which were the Money-Bill, theSTi^- 
A5i^ and an A£t for a general and free Pardon, but 
clogged with many Exceptions. Then he adjourned The Psf^ 
the Parliament to the 20th of OSlober. If the King lUmnt 
ik his Declaration for Libertv of Confcience had in- *4/*«^»*^ 
tended the Eafe of the Proteftant^Non-conformifts^ a$ 
he would have had it believed, he might have de- 
ferred the Adjournment of the Parliament a few 

Days- \ 
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1673- Diys longer, till the Bill paflcd in their favour could 
hire been ready^ or at leaft might have prefled the 
jlrt Bill two Honied to give it an immediate Difpatch. But 
imfMvouf j^s the Papifts were excluded from the Benefit of this 
Sytcria'ns ^^» ^^ "^ longer Ihev^ed any Concern for the Intc- 
fofifomd. reft of the Presbyterians^ but adjourned the Parlia- 
ment before the Lords had given their Confent to the 
Bill. 
jh vuki The Teft-A6t having received the Royal-Aflent, 
#/ York the greateft Pirt of the Catbolick Officers threw up 
afffird *^^** Employs. The Duke of 7 or k himfclf refigncd 
r9fign the Poft of Lord High- Admiral, though the Profits 
tbiir Pld' of it were fo immenle ^, and the Lord Clifford deli- 
*'*' vcred up the Treafurer's Stafi^. He retired to his Pa- 

Urd aif- ternal Eftate in the County of Bevonjhirey where he 
ford <^/w. died fhortly after. 

Whrle thefe Things were in Agitation in the Eng- 
lijh Parliament, the Preparations for Sea were car- 
rying on in England and Holland with equal Ardour 
?ri»w Ru- and vaft Expence. The Duke of iork having re- 
pcttcm- ggned his Office of Lord High-Admiral, Prince Ru- 
ThiEng^^^^ was appointed to command the Fleet. Ruyier 
liih fiw/; having fecret Intelligence that the £«^///^ Fleet would 
not be ready fo foon, | put to Sea with Forty-two Sail 
of Men of War, and Sixteen other Veflels, in order 
to fink them in tht Thames. He came into the Mouth 
of the River the 2d of May, where he found he had 
been, mifinformed. Forty-five large Ships being in 
readinefs, and haftning to attack him. Thus miffing 
his Aim, he retired to wait the Arrival of the reft 
jdiu th$ of his Fleet at Sebanevelt in Zealand. In this Inter- 
French., val Prince Rupert failed to meet the French Fleet 
coming from Br eft ^ and joined them in the Channel 
the 15th of May, This Junftion made the com- 
bined Fleets One Hundred and Forty Sail of all Sizes, 
of which that of France furnilhed Thirty large Ship|| 

% The 



* 'Btn^ii faysy fvhen the Duke cam'ed all his Commiffioni to 
thft RiDgi he wept as he delivered them up, bat the Kirgihowtd 
no CoQcern at all. f. 3511. 
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The Butcb Plect had only a Hundred and Nine Sail 1673. 
in all; that IS to fa^, Fifty-four large Ships, Four- 
teen Frigates, Twenty-four Fircfliips, Eleven Ad- 
vice-Boats, and Six Galliots. As I am not fufficiently 
Veried in marine Affairs to give any clear Account 
of Sea-Engagements^ I Ihall content my felf with 
faying, that this Tear was lighalized by three naval 
Engagements fought with fuch equal Courage and 
Fury, that neither of the Fleets could with any Juf- 
tice boaft of Vi£tory, though both challenged it in e* 
very Battle. The firfl: Battle was fought near Scbon^- rbra r«- 
^elt the 28 th of May. The fecond off of Flu/bing the l«f»ww/ 
14th of June^ but this was rather a Cannonading pf ^fjJjA^^ 
about four Hours^ when both Sides retired to their wltk »# 
refpedive Coafts. The third Battle fought the i ith <«9Wrr«* 
of Auguji vft% the moft obftinate of the Three. The JJ^^", ^ 
Engiyb loft Vice-Admiral Spragg^ who was drowned "Hublr^i^. 
an changing his Ship ^ and the Dnicb Vice- Admiral 
Stoeerj. The Lofs of great Ships in thefe three En- 
1^i09inents was inconfiderabje ; but on both Sides a 
great many fmall ones were either burnt or funk* In 
SL Wor(), nothing decifive happened upon the Sea this 
Campaign, and therefote 1 iieed not to be more paf- 
tkriar in the Ra:ital. 

As to what paired at Land between France and the smet^is 0/ 
States^ I fliall only fay in two Words, that the King Lewis^i 
of Fr*r^ took MaeJirUbi in ihe Month of Ju^e^ %ud'c 
and the Prince of Orange Naerden^ d Town near Am- '^ '*°^^* 
fteridmy in September He afterwards took Bonnes 
the Refidence of the Eledor <>f Cologne m Ofiaken 
Thefe two Conquefts, aod the NecelHty upon the l^^jj ^ 
King of France to turn his Eyes ik>wards Spain an<l iaraUnsi 
Germany^ ( the firft having declared agieiinj): hwtt, and ^' ]^'»* 
the laft with the Emperour, at the ^ Head of feverai ^*^^* 
Princes of the Empire being upon the Point of de- 
■daring, j obliged him at laft rx> abandon all his Con* 
qaefts m^ Untted^Prtminces ejc^ept Maeftrichi and 
Grofffe^ where he left Girrifons, after having dr^twji ;. 
Qttt ail cbexeft in the Mpi^h of November, y 

Tot. XIV. D la 
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167} In the ntnn Time a Coogrefs was held at Cologne 
C9n^$fs f^j, a Treaty of Peace ; buc with no Succeft; 
logne/>r The i9i:h of Jum the King, at the Recomtnenda- 
P94UB tioQ of the Du^e of Biukingbam^ made Sir Tbemas 
€$mes to Osb$rne Lord HighrTrcafureft who waa afterwards 
5^Tho. EarloflXiif^y. 

mjis Os- I have already (hid that the Duke of Tork had 
borne r«»- caft his Eyes upoa an Atchdutchefi of Infpruck, a 
^'J^^*'^. ^Branch of the Houfe of AufirtA But the Emprcfs 
Tr'td/u/ir. happeraog to die at that time, the Empetow oiarried 
-tki DMkt this Priocefs himfetf'. The Duke was therefore ob- 
iy^Yt>ffk [iged to look out el&where, and as his Zeal for the 
^'^rL- ^^Pfi RcHgion allowed him not to marry zPrBtefiant 
€9ft of Priacefs> he made Choice of Mavj Sifter to Fnmcis 
Mod8iia»- Duke of Moicna^ and a Marriage was immediately 
I coBclujcled and folemnized by the Earl of Peterbarou^ 

his Proxy. The King of France contributed very 
much to the Mai^riage, by ^daring the young 
Princefs, then only Fifteen Years of Age, an Adop- 
tive Davghfier of Prance^ and engaging to pay her 
Portioob 

As the Maitnage of the Duke with a duhdick 
Frmce^ could not but be very difagreeable to the 
Englijb^ the Court eafily forefaw that the ParliamcRC^ 
which was to meet the 20th of Oil^ber^ would ufe 
their acmofk Endeavours, to oppofe it. There were 
ieveral Bills mfuch.readineis, tnat they might haive 
been finiihed in lew Days ; and as the Parliament 
.was only adjourned, the Court feared they would be- 
gin with perfe^ng? theie Bills^ two of which they 
were derfious to put aftop to, fiz. the Bill to forbid 
Inter-Marriages between Pr(7/i?^itfr7/i and Papjts^ and 
that for the Eafe of the PnU^atU Dijfenters. The 
King therefore readily came to the Refolorion of prc3F- 
^ -roguing the Parliament. The firft Thing done by 

mons Td *^ Commonsi after they met,: was the preftntii^ an 
drefs 4 Addrefs to the King^ to de&re he would pnevent the 
gdinfithi Conibmmation of the Duke^sc Marriage with the Prio- 
jaaniM ^^^^ ^^ Modena^ or wathaiq^ other PrinGefii who wm 

I not 
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iiQt a Proteftant. Updn this the King prorogued the -,*^3- ' 
pArliftment to the 27th of this fame Month, to fruf* nJ^^^l* 
trate by this meam the two Bills zhovt-mcBlKj^dj proniued. 
and fome others not mofe agreeable to him. 

The 2;^th of QSotir the King coming to the Par- «# Kmi's 
liaroent with the ofual Formalities^ made a Speech to JJ^pjr- 
both HOtlfeSf in which he told the m ■ " That lUmtnt. 

^^ having fconfented chat a Peace fliould be negotiated 
** ac Col^e^ he hoped to have welcomed them with 
^^ the News of hi Coneluflon \ but the Dutch had 
^^ difappoHited hhn in that Expe&ation, and treated 
^* his Ambarfladofs at Cologne with the Contempt of 
** Conquero^s^ and not as might have been expected 
^^ from Men in their Condition. That this obliged 
" him to move them again for a Supply, the Safety 
«^ sf^ HotikMtf of the Nation neceffarily requiring it i 
'* that it irfuft be proportionable to theOccafion, and 
*< \i be bad it not fp^^dily, the Mifchtef would be 
<^ irreparable in his Preparations for the next Spring'* 
~-— lie told thcm^ " That he was fteady in main- 
^* tailing ali the Profeffions and Promifes made to 
^^ them concerning Religion and Property % and 
*^ ibo)»Id be v«-y ready to give them frelh InftanteS 
** of Ym Z6al for jprderving the eftablilhed Religion 
*^ andLawsf as often as any Occafion ihould require* 
*^ In the MSt Place he comtnended to their Confide^ 
^^ ration and Care the DebT he owed the GoUfmitbs^ 
^^. in which very many other Of Us good' Subjedls 
" *eer^ involved/* 

This Debt of thi Goldfiniibs was that contrafted by 
the King :when he fhut up the Exchequer^ which roui^ 
tio more thsm Two MiUions Skrling. Thus the King 
aiter a Seizure of other Men*s Property by a pure 
AA of A^si^hority, pretended that it belonged to the 
Fai^Ii^em to make Reparation, on account of the 
Application of the Money fo feiicd, to a War which 
he had'^titeved intowichottt vouchlafingto comma* 
mcace the Defign tSo them. This was the harddk 
Cafe thai: had fa^ppemd m England of a long while. 

Vol. XIV. D2 For 



36 TAe Hijiory ^/England; Vol XIV. 

»^7J For on <^fie Hand, if was a melancholy Thing to fee 
fo many Families ruined in fupport of an Expcnce 
which the whole Nation ought to have bore in com- 
mon. But oh the other Hand, the Difchar^e of this 
Debt was' the way to eftablifh a Precedent of a terri- 
ble Confequcnce, and put it in the Power of the King 
and his Succeflbrs to employ the fame or the like Me- 
thods for the raifing of Money, without tht Confent 
of Parliament. As to the Sum of Twelve Hundred 
and Sixty Thoufand Pounds granted the King for his 
extraordiuary Occafions in the la(l:Seflion,he believed 
none of it ought to go towards the Difchargc of this 
Debt, nor cveh the Maintoiancc of the War againflr 
the Dutcb^ fince a new Supply was demanded for 
that. 
, After the King had done fpeaking, the Chancellor 
enlarged with great Eloquence upon the Points 
touched at by the Kingi .But his Speech made but 
little Imprei&on upon the Commons^ They were no 
fooner returned to their Houfe, than inftead of voting 
the King Thanksi for his Speech, * they adjourned 
themfelves till the 30th of the Month. The fame 
Day the King fent them in Writing his Arifwer to 
their Addreis eonceming the Duke of 7"^r**s 'Mar- 
thi King's ""i^g^* The Subftancc bf this Aofwer was — "That 
^nfwtr '• he perceived the Houfe of Commons had wanted a 
Mating t0 «« full Information of this Matter, the Marriage not 
^M^riH$ " bejng barely imendcd, . but compleated according 
*' to the Forms ufed amongft Princes, and by his^ 
** Royal Confent and Authority : Nor could he in 
" the leaft fuppbfe it difagreeable to the Houfe oi 
•' Common^ . his Royal Highnefs having been in the* 
*' View of the World for fevera! Months, engaged 
*« in a Treaty of Marriage with another Catbolick 
*' Princefs, and yet a Parliament held during the 
*5 Timci and not the leaft Exception taken at it.'* 
The Houfe was by no means pleafed with this An* 
fwer 5 and therefore came to a Refolution of prefcnt 
ing a fecond Addrefs with their Reafons £3r oppofing 
this Marrtagei ^The fanie Day it Was voted that a Bit! 

Ihould 
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/hould be prepared for; a G^»^r<3/?^. between 7?^^- '^Tj. 
/<y?tf;?/i an4 Papijis.y. fhac is, to f^y^, an 'Cj^\h whkh ^^fj/^ 
ihould fervc.to difting^uifh:.Pn?<</?^j»/Ly .from. Papijls^ i^fi^ 
with this Claufe, ^haitbey pio refufsdjfn t^^eUjhould 
he incapable qf bearing, any QJicc Civi or Military ^ .or to 
fit in Prrliatnent^ or to come .within fyf Miles cf the 
Court. . 'II. 

The 31ft of 05lo1fer xht Commons :XOKAi the King's ^•tt$ftkg 
Speech into Confidcration,- aiid af cer a fqrioqi Exami- ^•'»«'**' 
nation of it in a grand ConMnittcc, c^me to the foJ- mfnsmt'^ 
■ lowing Refolution — ^ ^^ That the . Houfe, conflder- flhs i^ffS$ 
** ing the prcfent Condition of the Nation,, will not ^'"X* 
♦' take into any further Debate U^e ^Confideration of 
^* any JiJ^ or Supply, or Charge upon the Subject, 
*' before the. Time of Payment of the Eighteen 
** Mpnths AffejSrnent granted by a late jl£l of Par- 
** liament, inciculedi yf» A£t for raiftng the Sum af 
•' twelve Hundred TCbirtyeight ^boufand^, .Seven Hun* 
** dred and Fifty Pounds be expired ; except it ihall ap- 
** pear that the Objlinacy of the Dutch Ihafl render it 
•' neceflary *» nor before this Kingdom be cffeftually 
^' l^cured from Popery and Popi/h Counfcllprs, and 
*' the other prefent Grievances be redrcffcd, '* 

The King, as may well be imagined, was ex- P^fifsw 
frj^noiply (hocked with this Refoludon, and the rather ^•''* ^'»^ 
^s ;it was backed with an Addrcfs for a General Faft ^^ ^**' 
,%o be obferved throughout the whole Kingdom, which 
intimated to the People that the Kingdom was in 
great Danger. Two Days after the Houfe in a 
3ody waited on the King with a fecond Addrefs a- 
gaii)ft the Duke of 2*or1^% Marriage, inwihich, af- 
ter a great many Compliments, they reprcTcnted to 

him *' i.That if this Match do proceed, it will Aidnfitt* 

" be a Means to difquiet the Minds of his Proteftant i^^^lt tk$ 
** Subjeds at home \ . and to fill them with endlefs ^\^^ 
•* Jcaloufies, and Difcontents ; and will bring his ^^^^i^^^. 
"Majefty into fuch Alliances abroad, as will prove 
" highly prejudicial, if not deftrudive to the Inte- 
" refts of the very Proteftant Religion itfelf. 2. They 
*^ find by fad Experience that fuch Marriages bad 
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1673. «€ increafed and encouraged Popery in the Kingdom^ 
** and had^given Opportunity to Pridls and Jefuits to ^ 
** propagate their Opmions, and icduce great Num- 
*« bcrs of his Majefty's SubjcAs. 3. They do al- 
<< ready obferve now much the Party is aninoated 
'* with the Hopes of this Match, which was lately 
*^ difcouraged by his Majefty's gracious Conceflions 
" in the laft Meeting of the Parliament. 4. They 
^^ greatly fear this may be an Occafion to leflen (he 
** Affeftions of the People to hi%.Rayal Highnefs^ who 
«• is fo nearly related to the Grown, and whpfc Ho- 
*^ nour and Efteem they defire may always be entire- 
•* ly prcfcrved* 5. That for another Age more at 
^ 1caft> this Kingdom will be under the continual 
" ApprehenGons of the Grcwtbof Popirj^ and the 
«* Danger of the Proieftant Religion. Laftly, th^y 
^' conndered that this Princefs having fo near a Re- 
** lation and Kindred to many eminent Perfons of 
** the Court of Romej may give them great Opppr- 
^* tunities to promote their Defigns, and carry on 
•' their PraAices Jiere, and by the fame Means pcne- 
** trate into his Majefty's moft fecriet Counfels, and 
" more ejifily difcovcr the State of the whole King- 
** dom. And finding by the Opinions of very learn- 
'* cd Men, that it is generally admitted, Thai fucb 
«« Treaties andConiramby Proxies are diJfoh)eable^ of 
«* which there are feveral Inftanccs to be produced. 
** They do in all Humility befeech his Majefty to 
*' put a ftop to the Confummation of this intended 
** Marriage. And this they do the more importu- 
" natdy defire, bccaufe they have not as yet the 
" Happincfs to fee any Iffue of his Majefty that 
** might: fuccced in the Government of his King- 
** dom •'.--— ^ To this Addrefs the King contented 
. himfelf witfc briefly replying •- — That it was a Mat- 
ter be v>ould take into his frefefH Cenftieration^ . and 
Voti 4' would fpeedily return an Atfwer. After which the Com- 
gAtnfi A 'mom proceeded farther, and voted the Standings Army 
Standings a pricvapce, ind accordingly prepared an Addrefs; 
4my. . ^^ ^ iprcfcnced to his Majefty, {hewing, That the 

* • Stvnding- 
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SiandingrJ^mf was a Grievance and a Burden to the 1673:. 
Nation. 

But the 4th of November^ the Day on which the 
Camm^ns were to have prefented their Addre&» the 
Kiiig came unexpe£U(ily CO the Houfe of Peers, and 
fent for the Commons. It happened that the Speaker 
and the Ufhcr of the Black'Kod met both at the Door 
of the Houie of Commons^ but, as the Speaker was 
firft within the Houfe, the Door was immediate]/ 
(hut againft the Uflier, who came with the King's 
Mef!age« The Speaker was forced into the Chair, 
and while the Ufher continued knockii^ at the Door, 
the Houfe voted, 1. "That the Jlliance with Frsinct otigr 
was a Grievance., 2. T^bal the evil Counfellors about the Votis r^w-" 
King were a Grievance. And, 3. That the Duke o/Lzu- ^/j^/VJ 
dcrdale was .a Grievance^ and not ft to be irufttd or em- ^ ' '"^' 
flowed in any Office or Place of Truji. Upon which 
there was a general Cry to the ^eftion^ to the Sluejiion 1 
But, the Black-Rod knocking earneftly at the Door, 
the Speaker leaped out of the Chair, and the Houfe 
rofe in great Confulion. When the Commons were got 
to the Houfe of Lords, the King made a fhort Speech 
to both Houfes, in which he reprefented the great 
Advantages which the Enemy would draw from the 
kaft Appearance of a Difference between him and 
his Parliament— —** He toU them that he would not 
be wanting to let all his Subje&s fee, ^at no Care 
could be greater than kis Own in the effekual fupprefftng 
of Popery. He then prorogued the Parliament to i*# Pmt^ 
the 7 th Day of January following^ and thus put an 'wmwr 
End to the Twelfth Seffion of this long Parliament, tr^^'l'^d- 
after it had fat only Nine Days. 

Immediately after the Pforogation of the Parlia- sir Hen, 
ment, the King took the Great-Seal from the Earl of Finch he- 
Sbafisbur% and gave it to Sir Heneage Ftncb^ with the ^Sff[ 
Title of Lord^Keeper. Soon after the King ordered ^*"**^^'"'"'' 
that no Perfon who was a Roman-Catbolick^ or re- 
puted luch, fhould prefume to come near his Perfon 
or Court. He likewife put out a Proclamation for '^''•^'^«*- 
tbc rigorous Execution of the Laws ag^iixft Papifts. ?if J'pj- 
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1673* This was the Eighth of the kind fincc his Reftoratioo, 

and executed as the Seven before it had been. 

Ccufmrn- ' But this Proclam^cibh was not capable to remove 

T'd*/"^ the Fears occafioned by the Duke ot Tories Marriage 

^Mdfrhn. ^^^^ ^^^ Princefs of Modena^ which was confummated 

the 2ift of November J on the Day of her Arrival in 

England with the Dutchefs her Mother ♦, 

i673;4«^ The Parliament meeting the 7th of January^ the 

S^cVrS' ^'"g reprefented to both Houfcs • — ** That ho 

ths Par- *' Propofals ot Peace from the Dutch had be^n yet 
U»TK$nt, •s offered with an intent to conclude^ but only to 
" amufe : That all their Hopes were to difunite him 
'• and his Parliament; it was their common Difcohrfc, - 
'' and they reckoned upon it as their beft Relief — — 
*' That the Way to a good Peiace was to fet out a 
" good Fleet, which there was Time enough to do 

'' cffeftjally, if the Supply was not delayed- 

'* That a fpeedy^ z proportionable, and above all, a 
** cbearful Aid was how more neccflfary than ever: 
" He once more put them in mind. of. his t>ebc to 
"' the Goldfmiths : And then told them. That his Al- 
*' liance mth France had betn very ftrangcly mifre- 
'* prefenced to them, as if there were cemin fecret 
" Articles of daiigerous Confequence j but he would 
" make no Difficulty of letting thc^ Treaties, and 
*' all the Articles of them, without any the ieaft 
** Refervcj be feen by a fmall Committee of both 
^* Houfes, who might Report the true Scope of 
^' them.'^ 
stiech of After this the Lord -Keeper enlarged upon all thefe 
thi Kiifif Points with exceffive Flattery upon the King for bis 
Q^l^fl extraordinary Care to maintain the Laws and Religi- 
uaL ' on ; and to remove all Doubts of this, he brought 
for Proof the King's Promifes made on that Subjedk. 
Above all, be magnified the King's Offer of letting 
them fee the Treaties with France, as a Condefceiv^ 
fion which could not i^be fufikiently ackowkdgcd 

but 

' * They were mamed at Divir by the Biftop of Oxfwd, . This 
Priaceis Mans d^Efit was then very little aboTe Fifteen Yean of 
Age. 
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but by an extraordinary Supply of Money. In a U73-4^ 
Word, tbe JCirig^d, . and the Keeper's Speeches turn* 
ed wholly upon cliis Principle, that the War with the 
^ates was juft and nlsceiT^^ryy and confequently to be 
vigoroufly carried On in order- to an honourable 
Peace. . . 

It does not appear that the Houfes paid any Re- pnkKof 
gard to the King's Offer of laying before them his '».g^ 
Treaties with France^ fince it was in his Power to Sf'**^ 
Ihew them what he pleafed, and to fupprefs the reft. 
The King then faw the Difficulties into which the 
Cabal had plunged him by their violent Counfels. 
He had loft the Confidence of his People, and nei- 
ther his Words nor his Promifes were any longer 
relied on. It fignified little for him-to proteft hb 
Zeal for the Pr^/f/?u»/Tleligion, and the Liberties of * 
his Subjefts, thefe Proteftations could not make 
them forget ib many Steps already taken which gave 
too juft a Sufpicionr of his Sincerity.. .This took off 
the Attention of the Parliament from his Words to 
fix it upon hi$ A^l^io'ns, and put them upon Mea* 
fures the moft cffeftual that might be, to prevent 
«he Execution, of the Court's Defigns, which were 
but too nianife(l. There were many Things about Tfa p^^ 
which they cxprcffed openly enough their Fears and ^'^••^ 
DifcoiiteiKs/ i. The Growth ofPopefj publickly en> !*^^ff* 
couraged by the Court.^ 2. The exorbitant Power cwrr 
pf France^ which in the end could not but prove pre- Th$C4m* 
judicial to England. 3. The War againft the Dutch fi^- 
undertaken direftly contrary to the Intereft of Eng- 
landj and yet fupported by Supplies inceflantlv de-* 
manded by the King, as if it had been juft and ne« 
ceflary, though he had alledged no good Reafon tor 
i^ 4* The Management of Affairs in Ireland^ where 
the A£t of 'Eftahiimment was openly trampled upon^ 
and Papifis daily cither advanced or encouraged. 
5. The King^s Proceedings in England which were 
clear Evidences of his Principles and Defigns -, 
namely, his raifing a Land-rArmy without any Ne- 
cefllty I his ^r^ting Liberty of*^ Conference by his 

folc 
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>^73 4; At. length the Commons having taken the King't 

%niVM ^^^ Speech into Confideration, voted, " That the 

i# $tg " Houfe will in the firft Place proceed to have their 

x'mi, *« Grievances cffeftually rtdrcffcd, the ProUjiant Re-^ 

** ligiorij their Liberties and Properties efiedtually fc- 

** cured, and to fupprefs Popery^ , arid remove all 

** Perfons and Counfellors Popijhly affeded, or a- 

^* therways obnoxious or dangerous to the Govern- 

•* ment.** Then they prefented an Addrefs to the 

An Ai' JCing — *' That. the hdilitia. of th? City of London^ 

^«P* .** and County of Middiefex^ ^ might ht ready at an 

** Hour's warning, and the Militia of all othier 

** Counties of England at a Day's warnings for fup^ 

*^ preffing of all . tunoultuous Infurredions^ whic^i 

** might be. occafioncd by Papifis or any other Male^ 

His Am- *« contented Perfons." The King anfwered to this 

Jw9r^ Addrefs, Tb<it be would take ajpecial Care as well, for 

the Prefervation of their Perfons^ as of their Liberties 

and Properites. 

This Addrefs was only to poflcfs the Minds of 

the People with Fears of the Kiogdom^s Danger, and 

juftific before-hand the Meafures which the Houfc 

was entering upon againlt thofe who were coalidered 

as the principal Authors of this Danger^ I mean the' 

Members of the Cabal. By the Death of Lord Clifr 

fordj and the Change in the Earl of Sbaftsburyj this 

Council was reduced to three Perfons ; namely, the 

Dukes of Buckingham^ and Lauderdale^ and the Earl 

of Arlington. The Houfe began with the Duke of 

Vpti M^ LauderdaUy and voted Nemine Contradicente^ *' That 

gainfith^ ** ^n Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majefty to 

Uudclr^ ** remove the Duke of Lauderdak from all his Em^- 

dale. *' ployments, and from bis Prefence and Councils for 

*' ever, being a Perfon obnoxious and dangerous to the 

** Government*^ . 

The Duke of Buckingham^ while the Commons were 
debating the Heads of this Accufation, requefted to 
be heard before their Hqgfe, which vi^as grantedL 
But as his Speech, in Vindication of himfelf, was full 

of 
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of Ambiguities, the Houfe referred his Examination »^|t4- 
to the next Day, and drew up fome Queries, to 
which he was required to girc his Anfwer. As thefe 
Queftions have a Connexion with P^flages before re- 
lated,* and may be of ufe to ilhiftrate the Hiftory of 
thofcTimesi I think my fclf obliged to give them a • 
Hacclicre, without taking Notice of all his Anfwer, 
the greateft Part of which left Things as obfcure as * 
they were before *. 



I. Whether any Perfonshad pommunicated to his §ittfflUm 
Grace any ill Defigns or Purpofes againft the Privi- fr0f0fed /# 
leges and Liberties of the Houfe of Cemmonsy or to^t'g^?^ 
alter the: Government 1 ^]^o they wore, • and what Sglum* 
they advifed ? 

2L; Some Words, fell from your Grace Yefterday, 
whierein you were pleafed to fay, that: fome Perfons: 
had got Four or Five Hundred Thoufand Pounds ; 
who were they that had got thefe Sums, and 6y 
what Means ? * 

His Anfwer to this was — That he was not at all 
acquainted by what Means they got ibmuch : Thaft 
the Duke of Ormond had got Five Hundred Thou- 
fand- Founds, which was upon Record ; that Lord 
Arlifipon had not got ib much, but had gor a great' 
deal. ' 

3. By whofe Advice was the Army raifed, and' 
Monfieur Scbomberg made General ? 

4. By whofe Advice was this Army brought up to 
awe the Debates and Refolutions of the Houieof 
Commons ? . 

5. Who 

* The firft Day of his bcwg before the Houfe, he fell intofacb 
Diforder, that he pretended Ee was taken 111, and deiired to be 
admitted again. Next Day he was, more compoied. He jaftified 
his own Deilgns, laying all the ill Coiinfels upon others, chiefly, 
the Lord Arltngtif^ intiroating plainly that the Root of all Er- 
rours was in the King and Duke. He faid Hunting was a good 
Diverfion, but if a Man would hunt with a Brace of Lobtiers, he 
would have but ill Sport. He had applied this Saving to Prince 
JiHpertzn^ Lord Arlingt§ni but now it was unctcrftoed to go 
Higher. Burmt, p. ^67 . 
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1673-4. 5. Who Made the THpk-AlHance ? 

6. Who made the firft: Alliance with France^ by 
iK^ich the ^riph-Alliance was brdkeh ? 
He anfwered, I made it. 

7* By whole Advice was the Exchequer (hat up, 
and the Order of Payment there broketi ? 

8. Who advifed the Deilaraii9n in Matters of Re- 
ligion ? 

9. Who advifed the attacking the Smyrnd Fleet be- 
fore the War was declared ? 

10. By whofe Advice was the fecond Tredrty at 
TJPretebtf 

1 1. By wh^ Counfel was the War be^un without 
the Pafliamqnt^ and thereupon the Parhament pro- 
rogued ? 

1 4. By whofe Adricc wa» the Parliament ^oro- 
gued the 4€h of November laflb ? \ 

i did not tUnk fit to add aII the Duke's Anfwers, 
becaufe it would have been unfair to prc^dite the 
Reader t^ainft chofe Whonr the Duke of BuclcingbMm 
Itid the blame Ufxmi in order to dear lurtifelf. But 
the Qtieftiocto afd very propel- to let us C^e what it wais 
that the C^mmdnsf^M^ Fault with ih the Condud: of 
the King and Cabd^ They were fo little fatisfied 
with the Duke's Anfwcrs, that they pafled the fan^e 
Voce a^ifti: him that they had done' agarnft thd Duke 
q{ Lauderdale. 

The C9tn$ft9iHs^ it feems, had principally in View 
the Ruin of the Earl ^Arlingtdn^ fince tlotwithfiand^ 
ing all he could fay in bis Defence, in a hearing be- 
fore them, they drew up an Impeachment againft 
rhe Earl him confifting of feveral Articles. But as this Im- 
0/ Arling. peachmens went no further, and is unfupported by 
]^4ii7d ^^y fufficient l^rotfy I think it not right to give mf 
^^ ' * Reffd4«-s the Arritle^ ; as f cannot infert therewith 
what xht £afl iiiight urge in his jyefence. Let it" 
therefore fuffice to fay that this Impeachment had 
principiilly in View the open Proteftion, gfantcd by 
.the Earl of Adingtan as Secretary, to Roman Catho- 

licks a 
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licks ; and fome A&ions tending cither to promote 1^73-4--' 
Arbitrary Power, or his own private Injterell. 

Afterwards the Commons proceeded to prepaire a <f /^fif/#i; 
Bill for a General Tejly by which every Pet fon rcfu- * ^'/* 
fing to talce it, fhould t>e made incapable to enjoy 
any Office Civil or Military, to fit in either Houfe 
of Parliament, or to come within Five Miles of tha 
Coart, The Teft was in thefc Words : 

/ ^ folemnlyjfrom my Hearty and in the Prefenee of jH* rtn i>tf. 
mi^ty Godfrofefsy tefiify and declare^ Thai I do not be^ 
lieve in my Confcienee that ibe Church of Rome is the 
only Cathofick and Univerfal Church ^Chrift, out of 
which there is no Salvation ; or that the Pope bath any 
JurifdiSlion or Supremacy over the Cathollck Church in 
ffneral^ or over my felf in particular ; or that it behngf 
to the /aid Church 4f Rome alone to judge the true Senfe 
and Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures ; or that in 
the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, ihere iV made a 
perfea Change of the whole Suhftance ef the Bread into 
Chrift'i Body^ or of the whole Subjlance of the Wine into 
ChtiiS^s Bloody winch Cbangp the faid Church of Rqxm 
falkth Tranfubftandadon ; or that the Virgin M^ty^ 
or any other Saint tn^hl to he worfiipped or prayed un^ 
t0 : And all thefe aforejaid DoSrines and Pofttions, I do 
renounce and difctaimj as falje and erroneous f and contra^ 
ry. PoGad^s Wbrd^ as^ the Chrifiian Religion. It waB 
not without Reafon diat this Oath had the Name 6i 
the Tejiy fince it was a fort ofTouch-fione to diftinguilh 
the Papi/ls fr6m the ProteftantSy no confcientious Pa^ 
p^ bang able to take it. The King had already gi« 
ven his^ Confisnt to an Aa^ which impofed an Oath of 
much the fame Purport. But that was only intended 
for Petibns^ who a^^tred to any Charge or Employr 
menc^ whensas this here was univerfal, and might be 
seayir«d to be taken by all fufpeded Perfons. But 
btffor^ iSm Bill was ready the Kin^ prorogued the 
rarliamentt and fo defeated both this Bill and feve^ 
nd others which were in Agitation, and all cendiiig 
to tiieikroe End. 

After 



4S TA^ Hifl«rf of En gland. Vol. XlV. 

««7i4* After the States-General wcrfe ififbrmed that the 
'^^Satet Parliament by no Means approveld of the War car- 
^Mf to' ^yJ"S ^P againft them, they never left foUiciting the 
tkt Ttng King to a fcparate Peace, with Offers of any Thin^ 
i ^f which he could fairly pretend to, on SuppoficioR 
**** that the Advantage of his Kingdcfm was his Motive 
to this War. But as that was riot the Cafe, it \i 
plain that their Offers Could not fatisfic him* No- 
thing (hort of the crttire Deftruftion of the Seven 
Provinces, and the Poffeffion of them furrendered td 
the King of France could content him. But as he 
durrft not openly avow this Deniand, he pretended 
to find Ambiguities or Irtfdlencies in the Otters made 
by the Svdtes^ and from thence took Occafion to re-^ 
TOmtiMg left them. But his Affkirs^ afterwards, by a ncW 
^J^'^. Turn, obliged hirti to conic into other Meafures; 
^f^fX^ The ViOiories hoped for by Sea in conjunftion with 
France cTanle'to nothing. Ir his Fleet was not beaten 
in the Four Engagements, at leaft it had gained no 
Advantage over that of the States. » He hoped to 
have given the finilhihg Blow to the States by a De- 
foent upon Ucllafid^ and fo? that Purpofe had fent 
for Sc^ambetg to put him at the Hfead of his Forces. 
But that General had no Succefs in bis Expedition^ 
and Was bbTiged to return with Aothing dbne ; the 
King; of France, as I faid, had been obliged to aban* 
don hisCon<juefts in Holland, in order to defend himfelf 
tgainft new Enemies raifed againft hiln by the States. 
In Aort, the Parliament coming to the Knowledge 
pf the fecret Intent of this War^ not only refufed a- 
By farther Supplies to fupport it, but were preparing 
to bring tkt Advifers^ tneredf to Jufticc. On the 
other HaAd^ the King hid -managed the'Mortey, as 
-well thdt-^ftinted him by Parliament, as that raifed 
t>y (huttiiig upJthe Exchequer 'imth fo little Ock:ono- 
iny, that he' had not one Shilling left. His Profu- 
sion had beei> fo cxceftive, that ft appe^fercd, from 
Ofdcrl cdunterfigned fey the Earl of Arlington Secret 
tary of Stare, that he had given away more than 
tThrte Millions Sterlings to fcvcral private Pcrfons, 
4 l^ 
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In a Words he did not know which Way to turn ^*73-** 
himrelf for the Continuance of the War, as he faw 
his Parliament backward to furnifh the Means. All 
thefc Reafons were very capable to incline him to 
liften to the Offers made him. by the States. He 
therefore began to difcover, by Degrees, that he 
fhould not be averfe to a reafonable Peace, provided 
tlvc States would have fuch Regard to his Honour 
and Credit as he had Reafon to expcdt. When no rWStttdi 
other Difficulties remained but this, the States writ **«»«»e^ 
him a very fubmiffive Letter, and at the fame Time Ji£!SIl 
furniflied the Marquefs dd Frefno^ Ambaflfadour from Ssff4d»rii0^ 
Spain at London^ with full Powers to conclude a Londoa 
Peace in their Name, on the Conditions already offer- ^^^*f * - 
cd, but rejefted by the King, on Pretence that they f^,^ ^ ^ 
were only defigned to amufe him. Thcfe PropofaU ^«iM, j 
were fo reafonable, and offered in fo folemn a Man- 
ner, that they could not be rejefted without allarm- 
ing the whole Kingdom, and confirming the Sufpici- 
ons, which were but too general, that this War had 
other Ends than the Advantage of the People. Be- 
fides, the King^s Affairs were in fuch a Situation ^ 
to call for immediate Peace. 

Prelcntly after the Rcccit of the States Letter, the ^ '«»r 
King came to the Parliament the 24th of January^ via^m 
and communitated to the Houfes the Offers made Parlu-^ 
him, defiring their Ibeedy Advice on this Affair. m$mi. * 
They gave it as their Opinion, that his Majcfly ought 
to enter into Treaty with the States^ and come to an 
Agreement with them as foon as was polfible. From VMCBtmi 
this Time all Difficulties relating to the Peace were ^^^^^ 
remove^ in the Conferences between the Marquefs 
del Frefno^ and the King's Commiffioners^ and the 
Treaty was conduded in a Fortnight after. 

T^hts ihort Interval gave no Tncerruption to the7i#ComJ. 
Deliberations of the Commons upon the Grievances. mon?x# i 
They infifted chiefly upon the keeping of an Army '*^^'/J^^ 
d>alpofed of regular Troops, and after a Voce that iJ^TonS? 
it was a Grievance to the Kingdom, they refolved v4»f$i. ^ 
to addrefs the King for the disbanding all Forces rai- 

Vou XIV. E fed 



,«*7^4- fed fmce thp Year 1663. The Ex^aiinj|tiaii of 6h|s 
Affair gradually led them to that of the liWe and 
Foot Guards, raifed by the King without ekbtr the 
Concurrence or Approbation of the Parliament* It 
was found that they were a Burden to the King ifi^ 
Kingdom,: That they were b the Nature of 4 little 
ftanding Army, which might be eaiily augmeoiced : 
That wch a Body of Guards \yas more propier for 
States \vhere the GovcriHnent was Arbitrary;, t^Mi 
for England \ That they were altogether umntcofiiir]^ , 
as was evident from the King*s going out cv«ry Pif 
unattended by them. 
Hhi Kfng Thtk Proceedings were interrupted by tb? K)^^s 
M€qti4in$s coming to the Houfe the nth of Tebrnarf. Tf» 
tl$ P4f Commons being fcnt for, the King communicated t^ 
2J*7fc# both Houfes the Peace figned with the butcb. He 
f$M. told them befides, in anfwer to their Addre& con€er»> 
ing the Disbanding of the Forces that he bad gtvcft 
his Orders fdr the difmifling ^ven more than were 
defired, and for the fending back the Irijb Regimcfics^ 
H# ifjSrfi He added, that he mud needs acquaint them that ht 
# tufflj. wanted a great many large Ships, and was defirous 
in this Refpeft to be upon the Level with hi* Neigh- 
bours : He therefore hoped that they would grant 
him the neceflary Supplies for thatPurpofe^ fincecbe 
Honour and Safety of the Nation were conceri)e4 in 
what he required. The Houles thanked him for the 
Peace he had made, and for his gracious Anfwer tO 
their Addrefs. 
GfUvM^ This neverthelefs was not capable to prevail with 
^n*^ ^^ Commons for a Sufpenfion or their iDebates upon 
Scoilaod. the Grievances. They appointed a Committee ** t« 
Irelaod. •* infpedl the Laws lately made in Scotlandj^ wfaq-ebjjE: 
•* an Army is authorized to march into Englat^^ Of 
«« Ireland^ by the fole Direftion of the Couocit of 
** Scotland % and lopcrufc fuch other La:ws as tendto 
" the Breach of the Union of the two Nations* '^ 
They likewife in a Grand Committee rcfolved, that a^ 
Committee Ihould be appointed to infpeik the Sute 
and Condition of /r^ti/?^. with regard to Keligionti 
2 the 
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the Mim^, arid the Fored tif that Kitigdom. The^ i^J^ J 

moreover ap{ioinced'ahother Cotnmitiwe-— — «< Tb 

^* iafpeft the Law, and to tonfid^r how th« King 

^^ ttiight Mifimit ailjr Subjeft by hia immediate Wir^ 

^^ runt as this Lnws then ftood t atid to rtport thcit* 

" OjE)itliohl s •• and funh«r, ** Thcjr niwe to confidcr 

^* ho^ tlw Law thhi ftood touching the Committing 

^ of Parfbni bjr the Council-Table^ and to report 

" th* fame.** Upon this they orfered a Biii to be «# Habe- 

brought In^ which was read ihreie Times, and paffcd •^Corpw. 

the Hodfti for the maintaining the Priviitge of the 

thbHa CofpUs. A BiU was likefwife ordertd to be 

bfOdght iti for a fV? t$himken by tbd Mimhrs of both 

It was a i%v«re Mbrtifitation to the Kmg to fee the 7«t Mif 
Commnt fittihg his CoAduft with fuch exadrtcfs, for »wiMt 
efer y Re(blati(m of thil Seffion pointed to the formei- 
Pfocettdiftgs of the Court. It may well be thought 
that as the PfOj«ft of the Cabid was to render the 
Khig abfolute, Md fttivatKd the Interefts of Popny^ • 
the Kifigand his Minifters hatl not beeti over fcrupu** 
lous in gaii^ing firft one Point, and then another to 
found PretedentS) and put the King in PoflleffioA of 
afbitrary Power, m Thiftgs which #cnc equally vi* 
fible td every Bttdy. In the Way that the Cvmmo^i 
protended it appeared plainly that they were reftilfed 
to go through with their Work. The King there- pr§r$iu$t 
fore to defeat their Defigns made ufc of his ordinary \^'Jl2^ 
Method^ and coming to the Parliament the 24th of '"""' 
F^Tuary^ prorogued it to the i6th of l4owi^ihir ioh 
lowing, before any Bill was ready for the Royal Af* 
fcnt. Thus ended the 13th Sefiion of this Pafliirtientt 
afcer it had continued fix Weeks and three Pays ; 
The Prorogation #as afterwafdi continued aiid hti^ 
aboxit fourteen Months. 

\ The Peace^was proclaimed the 2Sth of Pebruarif 

Un the City of London^ with much greater I>e!moA* 

terations of Joy and Satisfiftion from the People, 

kn the War had becti two Years before. The folc 

)iffcrence between this Peace and that q( Sredn was. 

Vol. XIV. E2 that 
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that the States obliged themfelves to make their Ships, 
whether fingle or io Fleets, ftrike the Flag^ and lower 
their Top-Sail to thofc of England^ whether lingle or 
in Fleets, provided they carried the King's Flag^ 
Moreover the States obliged themfelves to pay the 
King eight Hundred Thoufand Pattacoons at four Pay* 
ments, that is to fay, two Hundred Thoufand on the 
Exchange of the Ratifications, and the reft at three 
Payments, within the Space of three Years. Thus 
the People of England difcharged the Expence of this 
War, and the King alone reaped the Benefit *. 

The King finding himfelf freed from the Cares of 
War, and the Vexations given him by the Parlia- 
ment, refigned himfelf entirely to a foft, indolent^, 
and effeminate Life. The Dutchefs of Orleans his 
Sifter had brought him, at the Interview (he had with 
bim at Bwer^ the Daughter of a Gentleman of Bre^ 
tagne^ called De Slueroualle^ who^commandcd his Af- 
fections beyond any of his other Miftrefles, and was 
created by him Dutchefs of Portfmoutb. But his par- 
ticular Fondnefs for her did not prevent hb having 
many more, by whom he had feveral Children, edu- 
cated with no fmall Expence. In fhort, not to dwell 
upon what pafled at a Court fo corrupted as that of 
Charles II, I fhall content my felf.with faying in two 
Words, that his Miftrefles had in effeft ii^rofled the 

whok 



* Burrnt fays ; Lord Arlington prefied the Sfsnijb Minifier» to 
prevail vfith the states, and the Prince of Orswgg, to get a Propo- 
rtion tor a Peace tobisfet on Foot. And that ic might have fome 
Shew of a Peace both begged and bought, he propofed that a Sum 
of Money (houM be offered the King by the Statis, which ihould 
btf made over by him to the Prince, for the Payment of the Debt 
he owed him Ronvigny the Frtn€h Ambaflador prefied the Kiiq; 
much to Kive his Parliament a]] Satisfa6ion in Points of Reh'gion. 
The King anfwered him, if it was not for his Brother's Fblly (Xf 
/ctti/t dt tnon rnn^ ; he would get out of al] Difficulties. In Con- 
clufiofe, the Prince or Orangt brought the Ststis to make Applict« ; 
tions to the King in the fiile of thofe who begged i-eace, though ' 
it was viiible they could have forced it, with the offer of two ot 
three Hundred Thoufand Pounds lor the Expcncc of the War» * 
F. 3^6, 367. 1 
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whole Credit of the Gourt^ and chat the King could >^74« 
refufe chem. nothing. 

It does not appear that France made any great Com- Charles | 
plaints againft Charles for dcferting her, and making ^£^jj^/^ 
a feparate Peace with the Dutch. This gave room to /, Lewii^ 
Speculations, that the King of France had given his itn4 is a€- 
full Confcnt to this Peace in the view of having ''^^''• 
Charles for Mediator between him and his Enemies, 
who had increafed conGderably within the laft Year. 
This is farther confirmed by the offer of Charles of 
his Mediation to the King of France foon after he had 
made Peace with the States^ which was accepted with- 
out any the Jeaft Refcntmcnt fhown by Lewis of what 
had happened. After the King was alTured that his 
Mediation was accepted by France^ he fcnt Sir fVilliam 
temple into Holland to offer the fame to the States. 
As their Towns and Provinces had been all recover- 7*# States 
cd, Maeftricht and Gr^wonly accepted, they were **^/''''' 
paffionately defirous of Peace. The only Obftacle 
to it was the Intcreft of their Allies, the fempcrour, 
the Empire, and Spain^ who having engaged iii the 
War for their fake, could not be abandoned without 
extreme Ingratitude. The only Way left to pleafe 
them, was to bring Things to a Treaty, where all 
Sides might find their Satisfaftion. Wherefore, with* 
out fufFering themfelves to be much follicited, they 
accepted the King of England*^ Mediation. It is tr\2e» 
t\i^t France and the Allies had already accepted that 
of the King of Sweden^ who had ufed his Eodeavoun 
to procure a Peace by his Amball^dors in the Cpn* 
greis at Cologne. 3ut after thgt Copgrefs ha4 beeo 
broken off by the carrying away Prince fViUiam of 
Furftmbergy iht, Swede h^ rendered himfe^f fgfpeft- 
ed to the Allies by dhcovering a too great rartia* 
lity for France. Wherefore the States^ were not dif- 
pleafed to find another Mediator for renewing the 
Conferences, though they had no great Reafon to 
confide, in the King of England. But they were bent 
upon a Peace, and fuch wa$ the Situation of the Af* 
^aira 9f Europe^ ;hu another Mediator was not eafy 

E 3 tp 
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t^74« to be f»ufid Ic was thcrefert tfaair Advinug« ra« 

ther to accept him, than have nonf at all, and fe loft 

the hope or putting an End to the War. However 

4«uf lrf>j ihis be, they follicited all the Princes their Allies f(i 

^^ift P^^'^'^'^My, that at laft they brought them to accept 

i^Uf^ the King of En^nd*% MediaiiM. But to agree up* 

en a Mediator, and to conclude a Peace, wetf 

Things ¥aftly diferent. So m^ny yavious Interefts to 

lidjuft, made it eafy to forefee that P^ace would be a 

Work of great Difficulty, befides the Aecidcnu 

ti^hich the Profecution of the War might produce^ 

and lyhich could not but almoft unavoidably alter 

the ' Pr<stenfions of the two Parties. For Ii^ftanoe^ 

while a Mediation jfor Peace was talked of at th« 

ffagfte^ a Battle was fought at ^wj^, whioh tndee4 

deeided nothing, but might have drawn after it great 

Confequences, if Vidtory had entirely declared fof 

either of the two Arn^ies. Moreover the Prince, of 

Orange took Grave in the Month of Q3obfr. 

King I eannot fofbear taking Notice heie of a Thing 

Charles 4 whic^ becanae moft publick afterwards, wdqf wh^ 

^J'v^V^ I ft^ll hav^oecafion to fpeak moreamply, and that 

V rwcc. -^^ ^^ ^j^ ^^ Yj^^ ChapUs perfornacd the Office of 

a MediatQt , he received froifi Franne^Vk annml Pisnii- 
Oft of one Huf|dred Thou&nd Pounds Siieflija^^ This 
may gtve us a TM^e of his Impartiality, Moveower 
if i^pj^ears from the Letters of Cokntfin^ the 0u|(e o| 
i*f«*'s Secretary *, fenae of which wefe WJ'itton -^is 
Ipfeajr, tjiat there was a elofo Unk>H l^etwee^ the King 
t/f France and the Duke of J^^, and that the lattw re^ 
|fed'entjrely oa the AflSftanoe of France for the Exe^ 
irq^tion of the projeft forna/ed in favour <^ the ^n^ifi> 
^^^^' Thi^ proves ii^amfeftly that Cbanlei had by 

* U? ^l*^S5,G|ct»ry to the Dutchcft. He was a CIergyinai)'$ 
fei), but was early catdwd- by the JefuiM, and bredimoBg them. 
H^ was a bqld Man, Ibid a great £4&icra.iii^: WiiODg iit UsmA 
LMgUji^it ai>d jf«t ilfto* l«% tcff«?^^Wg d;c ctef Cqoefr 
lipodent title P^rty had ia Emfind- He vin(^tftbo4 th^. Art of 
mnaging Controverfles, particulady tl^it of t|ze^atbo^|ty of tlic[f 
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no means dcfifted from his former Defigns, and that •^74" 
he waited only a favourable Opportunity to execute 
thehi, when trance^ difcharged from the Burden of 
the prcfent War, fhpuld be in a Condition to grant 
him the neceflary Affiftancc. 

While thcfe Things Jjlfled, the ?ap\ft^ in Znj^ani ^*/ JF^. 
were tery bgfy to prevail with the King for the Dif- J^'^^ ^^ 
iblvidg a Parliament which W4sfo much^gainfl them; th* Pw% 
this appears from Coleman*s Letter juft now mention- Mmwi. 
cd. But the King did not think proper to take fuch 
a Step fo foon, wnjch might h^ve done him great Pre- 
judice by e^fperating the Peo()ie, without any other 
Advantage drawn from it, than fome Eafe procured 
iTOf th^ Papip. But this was not the Thing which 
ht had principally in view. For thoujh he was a 
difguifed Papjty he had fo little ileal for Reji^ton, that 
ht was \>y po means inclined to hazard his Teiftpo- 
fil Inte^clts in Complaifance to the Papifiu He 
therefore, on the contrary, put out a Proclanrtatipri 
to ftifle the falfe Report that this Parliament w4 up- 
on the Point of being diilblved, and td fatisfy the 
People th^t the t^hing hai4 never come under l>cll-^ 
Deration. 

To finifli the E;vents of this Ye^cr 1 674.^ 1 fiiall only ^^/f^^ . . 
ukt notice of fome Parpiculfiricies which may be J^j2/ 
♦f ofe for ^he Sequel of this Hiftory* In the Mont^ 4iC$Mr$i 
of Septepibir the Earl of Arlington was made Lord? 
Charpberlain of the King's Hourehofd, and Sir Jof^^B 
Williamfon^ who had been Plenipotentiary at xkt Con- 
grrfs of C^lojpify was made Secretary in his roOm* 
On the otlier Hai^d, the pufee of Butkingbamj who 
hadbe^n the King's principal Favourite, loft his Fa- 
vour and Credit 10 entirely, that the King, without 
any Cereniony, gave hini a publick Affront, in dc- 
daririg tlie Office of Chancetlor of Cambridge vacant^, 
and in influencing the Eledion in favour of hisnatufal 
5on the Duke 01 Monnwutb. jhdthf 9f 

The Earl of Clarendon dytd this Year at Rouen^ th^EMrh/ 
^ixty-feven Years of Age, aftdr having lived feyen Clitrcn- 
tears in ISkifc •, during which he digcftcd the Me- i^%^^ 

E 4 moirs mxm. 
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«67+* moirs which he had coUeftcd toxompofe hb Hiftory 

^ of the Rebellion and Civil Wan of England. The fa- 
mous Milton^ Author of the rociri called Paradife 
lojl^ dyed likewifc this Year. 
i674-y. Of the five Members of the Calais only the Earl 
rh9EMri0f of Arlington^ and Duke of Lauderdale xtmzmtA about 
^'**^g?a the King. The firft finding himfelf in a very difa- 
JrjTf . greeable Situation, fincie the Parliament had fo openly 
declared againft him, believed that he had no other 
Way to fupport himfelf, than by entering, or pre^ 
tending to enter, upon Meafures different from thofc 
of which the Cabal n^d been accufed. In effcdt, he 
Was the firft who advifed the King to call in his De- 
claration for Liberty of Confcience, and after he faw 
the Parliament aAing with fuch Vigour to break the 
Meafures of the Court, he affefted an extraordinary 
Zeal for the Protejiant Religion. He was conftant 
at Sermons and Sacraments, and carried his Diflimu- 
larion fo far, as to perfecute the Papifts whom he ha4 
till now protefted. Some even fay, that he had ad- 
vifed the King to remove the Duke of Tork from his 
Court and Pcrfon, But if by thefe Steps he gained 
ibmething upon the People, he loft himfelf fo with 
the King and Duke, that they no longer rcpofed the 
Qsbornc Confidence in him which they had before. The King 
J^^j'^^'^^ had given him a notable Token of his Difpleafure,; 
nmr^r- j^^ beftowing the Treafurer's Staff on Sir Thomas Of^ 
^orne^ afterwards created Earl of Danhy^ which Arling^ 
ion's Ambition afpired to. This made the two Earls 
mortal Enemies, and nothing was forgot which might 
promote their mutual Dcftruftion. The Earl of Ar^ 
iington feeipg that his Enemy daily gained Orouncl 
upon him, iflattcred himfelf that he might recover his 
former Creciit and Favourby fome fignal Service done 
for the King. And the Service thought of was, the 
engaging the Prince of Orange to enter into the Mea« 
/rlin^- f^res of the Enghjh Court for procuring fuch a Peace 
tonV fuc' as was defired by the Courts pf France s^nd England, 
^iffi^'^ As his Wife was Mr, Od'jck'^ Sifter, who Was much 
ir#l7* i^ the Prince's Confidence, Vc imagined that with the 
Hague. - ^ Afflftance 
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Affiftance of him, and his other Relations and Friends, <^74*5« 
it would be no difficult Matter to fucceed in the 
Scheme he had projcfted. Wherefore he prevailed 
with the King to let him go to the Haguiio execute 
his Purpofe. But as he knew nothing of the Tem- 
.pcr. Humour, arid Charafter of the Prince of O- 
range^ he took the very Courfe to gain him he (hould 
have aroided. He endeavoured to vindicate all the 
Proceedings of the Cabal and Efiglt/h Court, by Rea- 
fons fo weak and oppofite to the Truth, that he 
feeined in his Difcourfe to the Prince, to think he 
had to deal with a Child, ignorant of the moft 
conimon Affairs, whicl> could not but offend him. 
Sut what was (lill more pffenfive, was his Attempt 
]upon the Prince to bring him tp a Difcovery of the 
Englijb Lorck, with whom he had held a fecret Cor- 
refpondence during the laft War. In a Word, this 

Journey proved fo unfortunate to him, that it loft 
im not only the good Opinion of the Prince of O- 
range^ but even all his Credit with the King. Befides, 
he drew upon himfelf the Hatred of the Duke of 
Tork^ in a ftill more heavy degree, by propofing to 
fhe Prince without any Order, as it is faid, from the 
puke, a Marriage with the Princefs Afory, the Duke*s 
eldeft Daughter, which was afterwards accomplished. 
|t feemed as if the Duke forefaw how fatal this Mar* 
fiage would one Day prove to him. After the Earl's ttffuM^ 
Return to Court, his Credit declined fo vifibly, ahd^'*^^^* 
the King fo openly difcouraged him, that the Cour- 
tiers made no Scruple to mimick him to divert the 
King. Thus had the Earl of Clarendon been ufed be- 
fore. It is faid that Colonel Tlz/^^/, afterwards Earl 
pf ^yrfon^el's having been fome Time abfent from 
Court, and upon his Return happening to fee the 
Earl of Arlington one Day afted by a Perfon with a 
black Patch on his Nofe,and a White-StafFin his Hand, 
could not forbear reproaching the King with his In-* 
gratitude, in fiiffering a Man to be thus unworthily 
treated, who had ferved him fo faithfully as well in 
his Exile, s^ fince his Reftoration ; to which the 
a ICing 
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t474'f • Xing in his own Exeufe replied, that he had no Rea- 

fon to be facisficd with the Earl'$ Condiift \ Fbr mt 

€9nunt to C09M t9 Pp^jers^ as othtn iid^ be mult he con^ 

fiant ai Sacramenh too : lUSy, angered 9^alboi^ does 

net youp Majefiy do the very fame fhing f God^s Fljh I 

feplied the King with fome Heat, / hope there h a 

HifoFeme betxjoeen Harry Bennet and Me. 

ThiKlttg This (hows that the King had changed neither lit- 

^*'*' elifiation nor ft-inciples ftnce his DeflgSfiecmed abof- 

frfiffil' **^*- The Truth w, he was by no Means fetilled 

ji^s. ' with the Members of the Cabat^ but it was not for the 

Coonfe]^ they had given him, but for their not having 

purfued the general Dcf^ii more cflfeftoally. Sir 

fyiUiam femple in his MenM>irs rehtet, that before 

ho departed to offer the King's Me^atio^ to the 

StaieSj he endeavotrred, in a private Audience, to 

Biake th« King fenfible of the Imury which theCoa|}« 

ibis and Defigns of the Cabal had done him, to which 

the King anfwcred— -// is frue^ J had ill Succefsy hut 

had I been weUferved things bad been otberwtfe^ and the^i 

faid what he could to juftify the Steps he had t^;kc0. 

We arc therefore to confider the Kmg at the titne I 

am flaking of, that is, during the fourteen Mqnths 

Infervaf between the two Seffions, as waithig a ftvotr- 

»ble C^ortunhy for the better executing h^s Dbfign. 

And thts (Dpportunity was not to be hac^ tiff trance 

fto»W be at Feaee with her Enemies, and in a State 

foaffift her fecret Ally. In the mean time, the King 

ftems to have had no other Bufinefs upon his Hands, 

ihan to ft^tK^ei^as much Money as he could out (rf 

his P^rHament. He began therefore with his ftafc 

^raftiee of putting out a Proclamation againft Popi^b 

fptefts and Jefitfts to prepare the Parliament to be fe- 

wourable to him. 

i67f . ^ The Fourteenth Seflion of this Parliament began 

Jii Kind's i^e f^th of jfprif^ : the King opened itwith ^ Speech 

%7pJrU ^^ *^* Houfcs, in which he told them •* That 

4mi»i. *' the principal End of his cJKlBng therti now ^iras to 
•« fcflow what thcy^thou^t might yet be wanting to 
^ (lie Security ot Retigionmd ftnoperty^ and to git^ 

^± Wmfcif 
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^^ hlmf^If the Salis&AicMi of having ufed his utmoft 1^5. 
"^^ Endeavours to procurt and fettle a right Undcr- 

«* ilsM^ding heiween him and his Parjiainent For 

^^ hie muft tell them, that he found the contrary was 
^^ ^ mueh labouF0d» and the pernicious Dcfighs of 
M ill Men had takea U> much Place under fpecious 
<« J^iUmv, th»t It W4I high ttB\e to bye vatchlu] in 
^^ pi^^^on^tng thmr Cmirivances % ol which this was 
^^ Boc tbf l^aft, (hat (hey endeavoured^ by ail Mcan^ 
^^ ti^y eAuk) d^vife, to make it mpJf0fiicahU any 
^^ l9^ef fo Gondnue this prefent PariianMmt«^That 
^^ be had done m much on his Part as wm poflible 
*^ tet e»in^iiifl| the Fear? and Jealo^flea rf Pep^ry ; 
^^ and would le^ve aothing undone that miffht ftew 
^ thi^ Worlel bis ^Seal to the Pra^M^ Religion as 
^^ eftalrlifhed in the Church of E^^nd^ horn which 
^^ hi» would never depart. He then recommended 
"9^ ibe Conditiofi «f the Fleets which he was notable, 
^* he ffid, fio put into that State it ought to be, and 
s^ wlHch requireda conftderable Sum ofMoney as wel) 
^* to repair as to builc^ Laftly, be told thts>, thae 
^^ the Seaibn oi the Year woutd not permit a tong 
*^ ^flioov-p That he inten<fed to meet them again 
^^ the neiEt Wintee, and in the s^an time recom** 
«* mendod to them all fuch Temper and Moderation 
^ in their Fi-oceedings, a3 might tend to unite hins 
^ and them hi Counfel aad ASe^ions, and di&p? 
^ point the Expedations c^ the^v who could only» 
^* nope by violent and irr^jular Motions to prevcne 
« the brin^g theSeffioaio a happf ConcUifion.'* 

The Ccmm^ms thanked the King for hia Speech and ^' Bin 
IjJs Ptomifes. with regard to A?%<?ii and tl^^ir Liker^ Jf^-A* 
ties : But aabe had given them only bare Worda and>;f^^ 
it^aificantPiKickmations lor a. Proof of his lotenfi^ 
tions^ they believed foo^ething more was wamod^ 
m& accordingly {s-oceedod tp a new BiU againft the 
Growth of P9p£ryy a|Ki parciputarl^ Popi/ht Pri^s^ 
that ie i^ isLf^ f^ ^ ha#. lipceived: Qtihff from tfae^ 

That 
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Apl' This done, the Commons prefented a long Addreft 

atMsnithi ^gainft the Duke of Lauderdale^ in which they faid, 

DmktJf •— — ** That upon a ferious Examination of the 

Laodcr* *« State of the Kingdom, they Found that forite Pcr- 

dalc. cc fonj jjj great Employment under his Majefty had 

** fomented Defigns contrary to the Intercft of both 

" his Majefty and his People, intending, to deprive 

^' them of their antient Rights and Liberties, amongft 

** which was the Duke of Lauderdale * ; ( ibis was 

** clearly pointing at the Cabal. ) That he had openly 

*' affirmed in the Prefence of his Majefty fitting in 

** Council, and before divers of his Subjects attending 

♦' there That bis Majeftfs EdiSs ougbt to be obeyed ; 

•' for bis Edi£ls are equal witb Laws, and ougbt to be 
f^ obeyed in tbefir/l Place — • — They then reprefentcd 
*' to his Majefty fome J£ls which had been made by 
f * the Parliament of Scotland, by which it appeared 
*' that there was a Militia fettled in that Kingdom of 
•' T^eenty Thoufand Foot, and Two Thoufand 
•* Horfe, wbo are obliged to be in a readinefs to march 
♦* into any Part of this Kingdom, for any Service wherein 
f* bis Majefty*s Honour, Authority, and Greatnefs may 
'' be concerned ; and are to obey fueb Orders and Direc^ 
i' tions, as they Jball from time to time receive from the 
^^Privy-Council there, and that the Duke of Lauder^ 
*' dale was the Promoter of this J^. That by this 
*' means England was cxpofed to an Invafion from 
«' Scotland under any Pretence whatfocver, while the 
** Duke of Lauderdale was intrufted with the Admi- 
*> niftration of that Kingdom. For thefe Reafons 
" they humbly befought his Majefty to remove the 
" faid Duke for ever from his Perfon and Council ". 
rtfuftihy The King did not think proper to grant this Requeft, 
thi King, and gave fome Reafons for his Refufiil, which were not 
fetisfadory to the Commons. And therefore they deter- 
mined to prepare a Second Addrefs againft the Duke. 
ThEirlcf The Commons, after they had attacked the late 
Danby'* Members of the Cabal, difcharged their Refentments 
?^amh^d "P^" ^ "^^ Miniftcn This was the Lprd-Treafurer 
'^yTr ^ ^^nby. 

Common?, • Lately acatcd Earl of GnUfiri*. 
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Danby^ who was believied to be deeply engaged in the <^7S^ 
Defi^n of making the King abfolute. They exami- 
ned his whole Conduct fince he had been admitted to 
his high Poft, and drew up feveral Articles in which 
they accufed him of great Kf ifdemeanours. In one of 
thefe Articles, he was accufed of having faid in full 

Council That a new Proclamation is better than an 

old Aa. But as no fufficient Proofs were found to 
fupport the Charge, it fell to the Ground. 

One may cafiTy infer from thefe Proceedings of 
the Commons^ the Diftruft which they had of the King 
and his Minifters \ and that they made no doubt of 
the Court's Intention to introduce Popery^ and invade 
the Liberties of the Su^ed. Thofe who would afcribe 
the ill Humour of the Commons to the Praftices of the 
Earl of Sbaftsburyj are hard put to it to anfwcr the 
above-mentioned Fafts, which would not be at all 
the lefs true, though the Earl of Sbaftsbury had never , 
been born. 

The Commons gave a farther Proof of their Dif- ThKing 
truft in another Point which was no lefs grievous to w d$firtd 
the King. By an Addrefs they prayed him to recall ^^ '^* 
his Troops out of France^ and prevent his Subjefts nion$ to 
from engaging in that Service for the future. Tht tMboti^f 
King rejefted the firft Part of the Petition, on pre- ^'' ^•^^^^ 
tcncc that, in the Treaty concluded with the States^ Fta^cc • 
he had entered into no Engagements to recall thofe which h§ 
Troops; nor could he do it without Danger o{f}u[u. 
brea.king the Peace, which he' now enjoyed with all 
his Neighbours : But by a Proclamation he forbad 
any of his Subjefts entering into the Service of 
France. 

Whilft the Commons were proceeding with Vigour, t*# lords 
and giving on all Occafions (ignal Teftimonies of ^f^^^ 
their Diftruft, the Lords remained idle, and feemcd ^^^ 
to fhew little Concern at the Fears and Jealoufies ex- mons* 
preffed by the Commons : Nay, it fell out that fome g^i $$0 
of them, and particularly the Bifliops, obfcrving that/^''' 
the Commons were gradually departing from the Pr in- * 
ciples which had becneftablifhcd by this fame Parlia- 

xnsnt. 
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»i7|. imnt) M well wkh t€(f^ td the GhDtiH tf £ftt^ 
/m«/, t$ the Royal AuthdHty^ fsAridI thutthcy WdyM 
lean coo mych to the 6pp&fiteSide< Ih the jlie^ihtikig: 
of thtf Parliamtent, whiiAit w«beli«^8d ttiAt th< ltih# 
tra4tnd wouki tofttinue ir Prate^of «f the Chilfi^h 
^ England, and Men were |>0(%(red %ith ttt^ Opirndtt 
that cOdftftAt PfoOfi Of his AflFeaidh for a People 
who had fo generoudy ntftored hifm rtilght be dtf)dE!^ 
cd, ic was thought the Royal AuthOf ky c&M not bt: 
tarried too high^ nor too imtly Pre^aatidhs taken 
j^ainft the Ntm^anfirmifts. tkn thing! harmg t)tH Off 
ftoocher A^eai'ance, ind the King hai^ihg made ic t* 
^iAmt by his Condu A ^ntt he wa^ on the ThrOn«, thstt 
hh D^r»n WAS to imrOdiice PBpefy^ and fender hi#n<> 
6If ^bfoTocei thefe f^(n« PHnci]^le§, Whieh hid been 
confidered ad the Bulwark of Security to both tliUrcfr 
^nd Slate, appea^ed too aprt tO coun^ntek:^ the E>e^ 
%n» afcribed to the King and hfs Mihifteti, of in- 
vading the Governmenc and che eftablilhed Religion. 
The Commons therefore feeing thac the King was not 
the Pferfon they had taken him fi>r, and that he toc*t 
Advantage of the yf^s made in his FaiTour t6 ad* 
ranee hi^ owiv Intcrefts, which were diflfeteiH! 
ffom thofe of the Nation, uTed all poffible Ftt'^ 
cautions tx> hinder the E)tetution of hh DeiigOs. 
Thefe Precautions went fb far, that the Houfe of 
iiOrd^ wei^e at laft a^^hehfive that tho Gamnoi^ 
had a D^fign to overturn every Thing dohe ft* the 
Aoyal Prerogative and the Churth^ Seeufity, and 
that by degrees the Nation would again become Rt^ 
ptiilkan and Presbyterian. It is pretended that thift 
Bifhops were all or moft of them of this Opinion, To • 
^^f^ prevent an Evil which to ihem feen^ed fo very dangc- 
iSwLiWi ""^^^ ^^^ "^^^^ ^^ Lindfiy broughc into the HooOi 
i» fik04k of Lords a Bill, intitled, Ah ASt to ptevent the Dd^ 
thm fif- gets which may arife from Perfins difdff^^e'd /o the Go^ 
h^^ i^grnment. By this BUI all Pcrfons who enjoyed Mf 
Office EccIcGattical, Civil, or Military, all Privy- 
Counfellors and Members of Parliament, were ob- 
liged uadif a Penalty CO take the Oath which had^ 

been 
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{Mm tneroijhi^id firft in the Onrp9ntkn-ASIy theii m ^^ls* 
die httlituhAS^ and afterwards more fuHy in the 
Fhu^MUe-JSf. Th« Oath, to fare the Reader the 
TrMble of looking fot ic elfewhere, was in thefe 
Warch — -* I do mkre thai it is mS Idxiffnl upon any 
fMeme wbaifoevtr h take up Arms a^aif^ the King i 
mid itM I io abhor tbo tmtepous PofttioH if taking 
Jt^m ftjf his JtsrthoHtj. Mm/t bis P)sr/in^ or agaiaf 
ohoji tkU apo tommijionod by him in purjkance ffi^ 
Commiffion : And t dofiooar^ that / 'doul not at ahj timt 
attdoamonr the Atteratian of the Government either ht 
Chkrth or Static. 

So help me God. 

When ibli Qatk was ihferted in the Three Alfs jtift 
riltDtibned, no eonfiderablb Debatea had arileh ujbon 
Hi for Reafons before taktti notice of: But the Ca^ 
Was yi¥y difftrenc When it was propofed m thii Sefllon. 
Firft, bceauffe it Was reiiderca in a manner uni\rcrfal, 
hf ki extendli^thustoall PeHbnsin any Office what- 
ever^ and even tb Privy-Counfeliors and Members of 
Parliament. Sttondljj becaufe the Times were al- 
tered, and mod: Men had not the fame Opinion of the 
King as they had when the Three former A^s were 
ma&i TTiis^cafioned Debates in the Uppef-Houfe. Gr$4t o#. 
which llft^ Sfey*ntcen Days, without a Poffibility of ?*^'' *^» 
eoming to^atiy ConcluHon. There were two powerful '^^ 
Parties in the Heufc^ one for and the other againft 
ihe BHi^ and the Yotes of the Bifhops turned the 
Scale on tht €5de of the Firft. This appeared in that 
ndtwithftandifig all the EflRDrts of the Enemies to the 
JK/I againft its bein^ referred to a Committee, they 
were isnfucceTsful, which/obliged fomc Lords of that 
Rkrtf tor enter tteir protcftation againft it *. The 

thmg 

* TbePioteftiDg Lords, who were looked upon as of the Cona* 
try^Pteiy^ md^SmMngkumi BP^tdt^wmatf Wtmh^^ UM^^ 
Mfori^ IHmfm^ dyk»S>itr% BHfiidr liisit^^. F*£*^» lOM^ Jim^ 

GUr#9A#9 Gre^, RM, Smj And Suif-Whenon^ hi4niift.te.obfeH«d|i 

that 
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'^75- thing was the fame, when the Bill came to be exa- 
mined in a Committee of the whole Houfe. In fine, 
with regard to the Subftancc of the Bill the two Par- 
ties difplayed all their Art and Eloquence, one to 
have it paflfed, and the other thrown out. In gene- 
ral, thofe who argued for the Bill maintained. That 
tbr Pofttion of taking up Arms by the Kings Authority 
againfi bis PerfoUy or againfi tboje tbat are commiffionei 
ly himj was falfe and pernicious ; and they fupported 
their Opinion by Inftanccs fetched from the former 
Reign, where it had caufed fuch direful Diforders, 
and given a Handle to overturn both Church and 
State. They faid therefore, that the Kingdom being 
ftillfull ofFanaticks, Republicans* and Enemies of 
the Church, it was abfolutely neccflary to impole this 
Oath upon them, to difcover who they were, in or- 
der to put the Nation upon their Guard againft 
them : That otherwife there was danger of feeing one 
Day renewed the Diftra£tions which had reduced the 
Kingdom to fo deplorable a Condition ; and that 
the Oath injoined by this Bill was a mild Provilion 
for the Safety and Prefervation of both Church and 
State. 

The other Party maintained, *« That the Oath 
*^ impofed by this Bill was built upon nogoodFoun* 
** dation ; that it contained three Claufes, the two 
** firft A^irtoryy and the laft Promijfory \ that it was 
** worthy the Confidcration of the Biihops, whether 
•* Affertory Oaths, which arc properly appointed to 
** give Teftimony of a Matter ot Fad, of which a . 
*' Man is capable to be aflured by the Evidence of 
^* his Senfes, be lawful to be made ufe of to confirm 
*^ or invalidate Dodrinal Impofitions ; and whether 
*' that Legiflative Power which impofes fuch an 
*^ Oath, does not necefiarily aflume to itfelf an Infal- 

libility^ . 

tbat this Bf/iwas contrived by the Church Party, and was difliked 
by the Dake» and the Pafifis in general, becaiufe they thought \hc 
bringing any Tift in Pradice, would certainljr briog on one ihit 
would Cttrn them oat of the Houfe. 
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** liHlity, Arid 2t^ to tht PnmiJ/iryOaths^ it was «^5« 
** defired chit the learned Prelates woald cbnfider the 
" Opinion of Grotius de jure Btlli & PaciSf lib. 2. 
^' cap. 3. who feetns tO make it plain that thofe kind 
^* of Oaths are forbidden by our Savioar C/frr^, 
" Main ▼. 34i 37. And whether it wOuW not be- 
" come the Fathers of the Church, when they have 
^* well-weighed that and other Places of the New-- 
*« Tejiamentj to be more tender in multiplying Oaths, 
" than hitherto the Gteat Mcti of the Church haVe 
•* been?'* But the Qpeftion being put, iht Oatb was 
voted by the Majority of the Houfe, the Bilhops to 
a Man being all for it. ^ 

Next the Oath itfelf enjoined by the Sill came to Tig Milt 
bedtfcuflcd, when the Partvagainft it endeavoured ^'itf^i'i! 
to prove that the Pofition of laking Arms by the Kings 
Authority againji bis Per/on^ was true and neceflary ia 
a Government, fuch as was that of England, limittd 
and confined by Laws ; without which the Rights and 
. Liberties of ^ the Subjeft might be given up a Sacri* 
fice to a Prince^ who being a Tyrant ( which was a 
Cafe that might happen ) would pay no regard to the 
Commandments of God, nor be influenced by any 
Pears of Oppofition from Men : That fhould foch a 
Prince, in any^ future time, undertake to abrogate all 
Laws, and wreft frOm his Siibjeds their Eftates and 
their Liberties, the Obligation of this Oath would tie 
up their Hands from Reflftadce, and put, their Necks 
under any Yoak T^hich he fhould think fit to lay upi- 
on thatn : That evea without fuppofing any fuch Ty- 
ranny, a King migh( happen tO be made PrifoHer by 
hfe own Subjeds, as it befel Henry HI and Henry YI4 
in which cafe thcHe who fhould have the Sovereign itt 
their Hands might a&^ in his Name, and by his 
Authority, by virtue of his Commiffion, while the 
Subjects would be reftramed by the Obliga:tion of 
this Oath from ufing their Endeavours for the Deli« 
very of their Prince froni Servitude. In fhort, feve- 
rai other |^obable Cafes were alledged, from which 
it was ckarly {>rottd that the Oath ou^c vt> have 
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*47S' fomc Reftriftions, if it was not intended to put the 
Liberties of th^ Kingdom into the Hands of the So- 
vereign. But %^ fuch Reftridions were not eafy to 
be explained, it was much better, in the Opinion of 
this Party, to leave the Oath in Generals which did 
not take in all poICble Cafes, as feemed to be the In- 
tention of this Oath from the Terms in which it was 
conceived. 
A ^uMT' This AflFair was interrupted by an Accident which 
7h0nu0^^ occafioned a violent Conteft between both Houfcs. 
Bi0i$fis, ^ ^^11 '^ot enter into the Detail of this Difpute, 
which fuppofes a Knowledge of a great many Things 
relating to the Privileges of the two Houfes, of which 
few Foreigners have any diftind Notion. I fhall 
therefore content my felf with briefly delivering the 
Occafionof it. One Dr. Shirk j having brought an 
Appeal in the Houfe of Lords, from a Decree in 
Chancery^ againft Sir John Fagg a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons^ they ordered SbirUy to be taken 
into the Cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms for a Breach 
of Privilege. The Warrant for taking Shirley into 
Cuftody was forcibly taken from the Serjeant's Depu- 
ty by the Lord Mobun. The Commons demanded 
Jufticc of the Peers againft the Lord Mohun^ and 
were anfwered by the Lords, that he had only done 
his Duty. The Quarrel, thus begun, increafed d^ily, 
fo that the Houfes, in their Anfwers and Replies, 
came to Language fo reproachful, that no hope was 
The vat' left of an Accommodation. This brought the King 
lum%nt to the Parh'ament the 9th of June^ which he pro- 
fror6iutd. yogued to the 13 th of Oaoher. Thus ended the 
14th Seffion of this Parliament before the Money- 
Bill and other publick Bills were ready for the 
Royal Aflent. The Commons had paflcd a Vote to 
grant the King a Sum of Three Hundred Thoufend 
Pounds Sterlif^. But at the fame time they came to 
a Refolution to apply the Tax of Tonnage and Pouh'- 
dage to the Maintenance of the Navy, according to its 
original Defign, which amounted to Four Hundred 
Thoufaod Pounds. As the King, would have been a 
A real 
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real Sufferer by fuch an Application, h^ w^ hot «^W» 
ibrry to have an Opportunity of proroguing the Paf- 
liament, chufin^ rather to deprive hinr^felf of a Sum 
of Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds, than lofe a 
Revenue of Four Hundred Thoufand, 

In the Campaign of the Year 1675, the King of Death of 
France loft the famont Marftial Turenney who had ijf^'*/^*^ 
done very great Services. He was taken off by a ^'^*^°** 
CannonNBall in an Adion little important in itfelf, 
but made fo by the Death of this General, his Army 
being by this Accident obliged to repafs the Rbine^ 
and thinking thcmfelvcs happy to have fo efcaped. 
The Retreat of this Army fiicilitated the Recovery o( 
Treves to the Allies^ which was yet in the Hands oi 
the French. In the Beginning of the Year the con- 
tending Powers had agreed, after long Negotiations, 
to treat of a Peace in the City of rfimeguen. But 
nothing ccvnfiderablc towards it was done this Year. 

In England^ fince the laft Seffion, the Court had ^ntriguts 
been full of Intrigues to bring the King to a ^^^^^^^-i^^/rli^titn 
rion of diffolving the Parliament The Presbyterians ofltt'plr* 
were very deHrous of it, hoping that the People dif- I'umtnK 
fatisSed with the Court, would, as frequently hap- 
pens, return anew Parliament compofed of Members 
who had other Principles than their Predeceflbrs. The 
Paptfts bad paffionately defired this Difiblution be- 
fore the laft Seffion, but, as appears from a Letter 
writ by Coleman the Duke of Torh?s Secretary, in 
Auguft^ they had altered their mind, and expedled 
great Matters from this very Parliament which had 
hitherto been fo averfe to them. But no good Reafon 
is to be given for the Foundation of this Hope. I 
(hall have occaHon afterwards to take notice of thi^ 
and fome other Letters of Coleman^ from which it 
evidemJy appears, that the P^/^j were from this time 
very aftive to procure great Advantages to their Re- 
ligion, and relied very much on the Duke of Tork^ 
and the Affiftance of Franee. 

Vol. XIV, Fa The 
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i67f- The j^ih of Off ober the King opened the 15th 
lumMl' ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Parliament with a very ftort Speech, 
ffrndwish in which, after having recommended Union to the 
s flf^i two Houfes, and the Interefts of the Church of Eng- 
f^^"^', land^ he demanded Money of them, as well to build 
•^'^ / Shifts, as to pay what he had expended by way of 
Anticipation upon his Revenues, praying them to re- 
member that it was now above Three Years fincc he 
had asked any Thing of them for his own private 
Ufe. 
7kt Kiip- The Lord- Keeper then made a Speech filled with 
•r'sSfmk. thttcty of the King, in which he endeavoured to 
fhcw that no King had ever a more fincere AfFedli- 
tfn for his Subjects ; or had laboured with more Zeal 
for the Prefervation of Religion and Liberty, and 
therefore it was not to be doubted, but they would 
behave themfclves likethofc that defcrved robe call- 
ed the King'j Ffiends^ and that they would put him 
at Eafe too, and help him to pay fome Part of his 
Debts. 
Tb$ c^m- But the CommonSy inftead of being moved by (o 
moHs ri* unfeafonablc a Rhetorick, and by Reafons fo little 
{'Ztrfpl ^^^'^* refumcd the Confidcration of the Bills left un- 
2 Bi///. finifbed the laft Seflion, for the Liberty of the Sub- 
jeft, and added others for the better Security thereof. 
Bxamhi Afterwards they took into Confidcration the Sums 
fkifukUfk which had been granted to the King for the laft War, 
AQCHmts^ together with all the Expence erf* the fame, and 
found that the Charges fell One Million Ihort of what 
had been received, without being able to difcover to 
what Ufes the Money had been applied. 

In the Report made of this Affair, it was faid that 
the Parliament was not obliged to pay the JCing's 
private Debts by a Tax, which fliould they admit, . 
nothing hindered but that within one Year they ' 
might be obliged to pay as much more, and fo au- 
thorize the King to demand yearly a Million and a 
half, as he had hitherto done?: That fincc the End 
cf the War, the whole Charge of the Government, 
both by Sea and Landj amounted not to above Seten 

Hundred 
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Hundrtd Thoufand Founds SUrlhg^ and the dear »^1« 
Inceriic of the Revenue came at leaft to Sixteen 
Hundred Thoufand^ and confcquently there ought 
to have been a yearly Remainder of near a Million : 
And yet the King had anticipated his Revenues near 
a Million more, and that it was contrary to the In- 
tereft of the Kingdom to encourage fuch Anticipa- 
tions, which VTOttId be entailed upon the Nktion to 
their utter Ruin and Dcfoiation ; the Parliament 
therefore refolved to grant the King nothing for this 
Anticipation : Nevcrthcleft, a few Days after they dV§t$f 
voted a Sum of Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds J^J'/.J^** 
Sterling for the building of Twenty large Ships of tf^iH^^^f 
War ♦, but at the fame Time paflcd another Vote sbifs. 
for the Appropriation of Tonnage and Poundage to the 
Maintenance of the Fleet, which could not but be 
•very difagreeable to the King. 

The next Thing the Commons went upon was, the ntsut^ 
Examination of the Commerce between France and '/c<'«>- 
England s by which they found that the French i'n- ^J^^'*'" 
5)orted yearly into England Commodities 'to the A* 
mount of a Million of Money more than they ex- 
ported, upon which they ordered a Bill to "be pre- 
pared. 

Laftly, t\it Commons hc\n% informed of a publick ^ndtb§ 
Report that a great many of their Members were f ' j^'**" 
Penfioners to the Court, came to a Refolution of ^^;.,/'** 
obliging all their Members to take an Oath, by which 
they were to proteft that they had never received any 
Thing frpni the Court fince the ift of January iSyii 
but I know nop whether ever this Refol^tioq was 
executed*^. 

The 

^ Oaefirft Rate of 1400 Ton, Eight Second Rates of iioo 
Ton, and Ekfen Third Rates of 700 Ton. 

'^i The Words of this Oath or Teft ran thus ^-li- f< I a. B. do 
«< Btoteft before God and thii Honfeof Parliamentt ThatDireAly 
«' or|odire^y» neither I, nor any for my Ufeto my Knowledge, 
** hare fince the firft Day of y4ntMry 1672, had or received any 
** Sqih or Sams of Money, by Ways of Impreft, Gift, Loan, or 
! etherwifeftom the Kiae's MajeiW, or any other Perfon by his 
' " ; r 3 . V 1! Majcfty's 
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t67$. The Debates of the Commons were a little inter- 
An At- rupted by a Report made to the Houfe of the Info- 
j7^mt. ^^"^^ ^^ * French Jcfuit named St. Germain : This 
Jefuit being informed that a French Prieft called £«- 
zj»^y had embraced the Proteftant Religion, and af- 
terwards preached publickly to juftify his Conver* 
fion, went to him, and threatning either to afTaflinate 
him, or have him carried away by force into France^ 
he extorted from h jm a Recantation in Writing of his 
Converfion and Sermon, This was done while the 
\ Parliament was fitting. A Complaint of it was laid 
before the Secretaries of Soate, and then before the 
CommonSy attefted by Luz^ncy^ with an Addition of 
the following Particular?, of which be offered to 
make Oath, That Father St. Germain in feveral Con- 
ferences which he had had with him faid : i. That 
the King was a Roman Catholick in his Heart, 
2. That the Court were endeavouring to get a if* 
ierfj of Confcience in England for the* iRoman Catho- 
licks, and that granted, in Two Years, moft of the 
jE»g/j/l6 .^ould acknowledge the Pope. 3. That he 
knew the King's Intentions concerning Religion , 
^nd that he was fure his Majelly woul4 approve of 
^11 he fliould do in that Matter. 4. That he laughed 
at the Parliament, a$ being only a Wave that had 
-but a little Time •, and (aid, that no Body was bet- 
ter welcome at Court, and h^d greater Intrigues with 

any 

♦• Maj eft y's Order, pir€<5iion, or Knowledge, or by Authority de-* 
^* rived from his faid Majefty, or any Pardon, Difcharge, or Ref- 
^« pite of any Money due to his faid Majefly upon Account, or 
•* any Grant, Penfion, Gratuity, or Reward, or acy Ptomife of 
•* any fuch Office, Place or Command, of or from his Majefty, 
•« or out of any Money, Treafurc orEftateof or belonging to his 
«• Majefty> or of from or by any foreign Ambaffador or Minifter, 
c«* or of or from, any other Ptrfon in the Name, or by the Ap- 
** pointmcfnt, or ^with the Knowledge of his Majefty or any o| 
«? thcmj' otherwife than what 1 bav<*iiow in U'fitingfeitbfully 
♦• diftofered 4ni delivered to this Houfe, whicfi Ihav6 fuWcribed 
*♦ with my Name: Neither do I know tofauy fuch Gihf^ Grant, of 
♦* Promife 16 given, or m^de fmce the faid Tim© to afiy bthcj 
■** Member of ihis Houfe, bur what l|hafe alfo fcfert^d ift fBefeid 
*• Wriiingj ii«r h^ve I givien.ray V0t« jii:PAtliimtn* fdr^ny 
!! Reward or Piomife whJttfoevet". $9 h$(f m Go4, &€• 
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any of the Nobility than he. 5. That it was good **7^' 
fometimes to force People to Heaven ; and that there 
were an infinite Number of Priefts and Jefuits in 
London J that did God very great Service. Luzancy 
added farther, that many Perfons of good Credit 
and Repute, were ready to juftify upon Oath that 
feveral of the Roman Catholicks had fpoken Things 
quite as bad or worfc. In a! word, that they were 
grown fo bold and infolent, that a Profelyte could 
not walk the Streets without being thrcatned and in- 
fuJted. 

This Affair threw the Houfe into a great Heat, 
and obliged the King to put out a Proclamation, 
with an Offer of Two Hundred Pounds for the ap- 
prehending of St. Germain i but that Jefuit had al- 
ready withdrawn into France^ from whence he kept a 
conftant Correfpondence with Coleman the Duke of 
TorJ(?s Secretary, from whence it appeared that the 
Duke laboured die Advancement of Popery with all 
his Might. 

It has been already feen how much this Parliament 
was imbittered againft the Presbyterians^ and how, 
upon a Difcovery of the Court's Defigns, it had 
changed its former Conduft to them, fo far as to 
bring in a Sill to mitigate the Rigours exercifed a- 
gainft them ; but that the Bill became abortive by a 
fudden Prorogation of the Parliament The Affair of 
Luzancy and St. Germain gave Birth to fuch ano- 
ther i?/// in the Houfe oi Commons \ hvit they were 
prevented by the Lords. The Duke of Buckingham A Bill 
having before the Lords in a Speech for that Pur- ^^*/ 
pofe, laid open the Mifchicfs which arofe from the 2#Jl/i^/ 
rerfecution of the Proteftant Dijfenters^ defired Leave urdsin 
to bring in a Bill for their Eafe, which was granted y^*'*«^ ^/. 
immediately. , . f^^g""' 

But this Bill J and all the reft prepared by the rht §tBar^ 
Commons J were unhappily ftiflcd in their Birth by the nthi^ 
Revival of thcConteft between the Two Houfes men- '"'••* ^** 
tioncd in the foregoing Seflion, This Difpute about ^l\l '^'- 
Privileges was managed with fuch Heat on both 

F 4 Sides, 
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J 67;. ^\dts^ th^t it was moved, in the Houfe of Lords, to 

prefent an Addrefis, praying t^e King to diflblve this 

Parliament* and the Negative carried it only by Two 

7bi PdfU' Voices. At laft, thp King feeing that no Expedient 

*'***y^*' could' be found to reconcile the Tyro Houfes, pro- 

•''^•* • rogued the Parliament frpm fhe 2 2d of Novemker tp 

the 15th of February 1677, which was f)n)oft Fife 

teen Months. 

I ihaN clofe this Year with fome lefs jmpprtant 
Tranfaftions, which ought not to be omitted. 
thi Trine$ In the Month ot May the Prince of N^wbur^cztnc 
b^^^7r^ into England J and was received withgr^at pifiin£bioi| 
Jj^^^i^r by the iCjng, ^ well in Coqipliipent tp bis pcrfcK 
tagland. hal Merit, as in Conaderation of the Civilities thp 
King in his Exile had rpceiyed from the Quke his 
Father. 
Undth$^ The Dutchefs of Mazarine having a Diflferpnce 
Jr Maw- ^'^^^ ^^^ Husband, withdrew into England this Year, 
xme. i^heri^ it is pretended Ihe had fupplanted the Dutchefe 
of Pori/moutbj had not an Intrigue with a certain 
Courtier been too fpon difcovered to the King# He 
failed not however to alTign her an annual Penfion of 
Four Thoufand Pounds Sterling, Hear Hqufe, to thip 
Day of her Efcath, was the Rendezvous of all thp 
Men of Wit and Quality* ^nd St, EvrimonU ^ Re- 
fugee as well as her fejf, i^^s pne of the moft conr 
ftant Attendants. 
FircH The 19th of Di?r^;7i^^/-, Heneag^ hard Fincb^ Baron 

fnadiLcrd^Qf Daventry^ who had been pnly Lord-Keeper be- 
cj^iicW- j-^j.^^ ^^^ j^^j^ LQJ.J High-Chancellor. 

jHMhs. The moft remarkable Deaths were thofe of LigbU 
foot, tVillis;, aijd fVbitlock f . The laft has been fre- 
quently mentioned in the Recital of the Pifierences 
between Charles J, and the Parliament. 
1675-6. As there was to be no meeting of Parliametit 
It^^rt'^' ^^^ ^»P Tc^r, tbf Catbolkh, and the Cpwrt, which 
^umk Ppenly 

^ Author of /l&*M#»far/4/«tf/ ji&e Englifti jiffntirsf lie was up- 
on the itajc above Twcmy Years, buE the laft Fifteen Years of 
, hi; Life he ii vci retired. - 
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cpen).^ proteded them, were lefs referved and more i6}f-4k 
active. This gave great Uncafincfs to the Peopict 
who befides beheld with Concern the growing Great- 
nefs (C^f Z>ww XIV, and the Indolence of Charles on 
that Ppcafion ; fp that it manifeftly appeared, that 
inftead of being nneafy or jealous, he faw it with 
Pleafure. It may be affirmed that the principal Arti- 
cle of Ci^rfcj IPs Reign confifted in the laftingOp- 
pofitjop between the particular Intereils of the King, 
and thofe of the Englijb I^ation* All the World faw 
and were fenIH>le of it. It was the common Talk, 
and the Subjeft of daily Libels. The King therefore ctfi^^ 
by Proclamation fupprefled all Coffee-Houjifj on pre- Hmfis 
tcncc of their being the Places where all difaffcaed -'W^'i''' 
jPerlbn$ met and devifed their Calumnies againfl: the 
king and Minifters. Immediately after came out a* Pr^rlmmm 
nother Proclamation^ promifing a Reward to the ^'^^. 
Pifcpvef ers oiF the Writers, who every Day publifhed ^^^ ^ 
Libels iff London againft the Government. But it is 
fe}dom Hnpwn that fuch Proclamations are attended 
with any great EffeA, cfpecially 'm Engfani^ where 
the Liberty of Speaking againft the Government is 
more unreurained, than in any other Country what- 
ever. 

Though .all the contending Powers had the Ycar^*ir^ 
before confented to fend their Plenipotentiaries to ^J^*" 
Nimeguen^ to treat of a Peace by the Mediation of 
fhe King of England^ there was no great likelihood 
that Peace would be fuddenly concluded. Sir H^d- 
liam Temple and Sir Lionel Jenkins^ the Englijh Media • 
tors and Ambafladors, had repaired to Nimeguen in 
July^ and only found there the Plenipotentiaries of 
France^ and thofe of the Sta$)fS'General. The Empc- 
rour, the King of Spain^ the Elector of Brandenburg 
retarded the Negotiations of Peace, as much as was 
poffible for them to do, in Hopes that the King of 
^ngla^d^ being concerned in the Prefervation Qf the 
Netherlands^ would not fuifer them to fall into the 
Hands of the King of France^ and that thi^ would 
oblige him in the End to declare for the Allies. But 
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iP*75-<- it was their great Miftake to think that the Intereft 
of England was that of the King. This made the 
Proceedings of the Englijh Court always unintelligi- 
ble to them, or rather to the reft of the Princes of 
Europe \ and it was impoffible to be other wife, as 
they knew nothing of Charleses fecret Defigns, and 
his Engagements with France. 
1676* In the Beginning of the Campaign of 1676, the 
King of France took Conde and Boucbain^ after which 
in June he returned to Paris^ leaving his Army co 
the Conduct of the Count de Scbomberg. On the o- 
ther fide the Prince of Orange laid Siege to Maef- 
trkbt towards the end of Jul'j^ which gave Scbomberg 
Time to take Aire^ and march to the Relief of Maef 
iricbt ; whofe Approach, and fome other crols Acci- 
dents, obliged the Prince to raife the Siege. 
Charles The Campaign being over. Men's Thoughts were 
!J)^^^J* ^ : wholly turned to the Negotiations at Nimeguen, It 
fifATM appeared immediately that the Defign of France was 
P9M bt" only to divide the Allies, and make a feparate Peace 
FVancc ^^^ ^^^ States. The King of England entrcd like- 
4»dHo\' ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Defign, arnd affifted France therein 
JktkA. with all his Power, having fent Orders to Sir JVtt- 
Ham Temple to endeavour to bring the States and 
Prince of Orange to give their Confent. Th^ States 
were inclinable enough ; but the Prince of Orange 
could not be prevailed upon, who took it for a be- 
traying of the Common Caufe, and of the Inter efts 
of the Princes, who had fo generoufiy engaged in 
the Prefervation of Holland, which without their Af- 
fiftance had been irrecoverably loft. He feid that it 
was in the Power of his Unkle to make Peace when 
he pleafed by declaring agalnft France. But nothing 
was more drftant from the King's Intentions, who, 
far from having any Jealoufy of the King of France, 
did him fecret Services in -fblJitfting the States and 
his Nephew the Prince to come into a 'feparate 
Peace. This difco vers with what Partiality he afted 
the: Office of Mediator, 

The 
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The Hopes entertained by the Allies that England JS76. 
would at laft declare againfl: France^ was thegrcateft w*'»^*-» 
Obftade to the Peace, The King not being igno- 'dlu^Jfi 
rant of this Hope, believed it incumbent upon him tL prm' 
to undeceive the Allies, in order to bring rhem to *•/'?• ^^ 
a Peace fuch as France defired. For this Purpofe he ^^^^^* 
put out two Proclamations, in which, on Pretence 
of regulating fome Things concerning the Neutrali- 
ty, his Dcfign was to make it fcen that he had no In- 
tention to depart from ir. 

After the King had made a Peace with Holland^ Frendi 
the French Privateers infefted the Channel in fuch a: ^^^V^^ 
Manner, that without any Regard to the Neutrality ^gUft. 
of England^ they feized her Ships, and, as if in open 
War, made Prizes of them. It was proved that 
they had taken Fifty Three fince the Peace. At laft 
the Violence was carried fo far, that the Commifli- 
oners of Trade were obliged to reprefent the Mat- 
ter to the King, and to pray him that he would give 
Order about it- The King very gracioufly received 
the Reprefentation, and fent Orders to his Ambaflar 
dor at Paris to made Complaints on this Occafion } 
but this was all the Satisfaaion the Merchants could 
obtain. For the Court of France well knowing that 
Cbarlei would not break with them for Fifty-Thiee 
Ships belonging to private Men, took no Notice of 
thcfe Complaints. The Indolence of the King had j^^g^., 
however thw EfFeft, that the People of England en- li&irjS- 
raged to fee themfelves thus expofcd to the Piracies ''<^'^' */« 
of the French^ were eager for a War with France to ^^'' ^'^^ 
revenge the Injuries they had received, and impati- '*°^* 
cntly waited the Meeting of the Parliament, which, 
they thought, would have more at Heart, than the 
King, the Intercfts of the Nation. 

The remaining Part of this Year afforded nothing Pf^iamtH. 
memorable befides a Proclamation publilhed by the tio» «• 
King, forbidding his Subjects to hear Mafs in the l^'»/^ Pa-^ 
Queen's Chapel in Somerfet^Honk, or in the Houfes P*^^* ^^• 
of Ambafladors. Thefc Proclamations were always 
C3fpreffed in very rigor»u3 Terms j b'K executed 
^ "" with 
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1676. with fuch Negligence, that the Frequency of tftem 
only fcrved to fticw how little defirous the King was 
to have his Orders ftriftly obfervcd. They were u- 
fually a Preparative to the enfuing Seflion, but in 
the Intervals, the Romijh Priefts and Jefuits^ who 
fwarmed in the Kingdom, and all other Papifts were 
fure of Impunity. 
tmtI #/ This Year died George Digby Earl oflSriJiol^ at the 

xJi^/i* ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^*^^ Years, who has often been re- 

membred in the Courfe of this Hiftory. 
16767. TheKinjg, as I faid, had prorogued the Parlia- 
'A &?'^'j ment for Fifteen Months, wanrmg a few Days. This 
wheibir P^'o^'^gation, the" longeft that was ever known, rai- 
tb4 Par- f<?d a Doubt whether by it the Parliament was not 
iiament aftually diffolvcd. This Doubt was owing to aSta* 
^^rTd tu-c ^f ^^'^^^^III* yet unrepealed, whereby ic was 
'•^^ ^' ' rnaded that a Parliament (hould be held once every 
Year, and oftner if Occafion requii;ed. This Difpute 
made a Noife in the Kingdom^ and Books were even 
publifhed on both Sides the Queftion. In general, 
the Court- Party maintained that the Parliament was 
Hot diflblved, and the contrary Party pretended that 
ic could meet no more after an Interruption of Fif- 
teen Months, I am of Opinion that the Intereft of 
neither Party was much concerned in the Difpute, 
though perhaps fome private Perfons m^ht have 
found their Advantage in a new Parliament. 
ihe King's The Parliament however met the 15th of Februa- 
spueh f ry according to the Prorogation. The King in his 
tk$ far- Speech to the two Houfes declared, " That he was 
^'"^' 44 prepared to give them all the Satisfaftion and Sc- 
" curity in the great Concerns of the Protefiavt Rcr 
** ligion as eftabliflied in the Church\of England^ 
" that fliould be reafonably asked, or could confift 
" with Chriftian Prudence. And he declared as free- 
" ly that he was ready to gratify them in a further 
*' Security of their Liberty and Property, (if they 
** could think it was wanted^ by as many good Laws 
" as they fliould propofe, and as could confift with 
" the Safety, of the Government, . without ; which 

** there 



Book XXIII. 26. C H A R L E S IL 77 

•' chert could be neither Liberty nor Property left ^^7^7. 
*' to any Man". After this, counting what he 
had faid to both Houfes to be entirely iacisfadtory, 
he told chem, " That he expefted and required from ' 
•* them, that all Occafions of Differences between 
** the Two Houfes fhould be carefully avoided — In 
** the next Place he defired them to confider the Ne- 
«' ceffity of building more Ships, and how much all 

•* their Safeties were concerned in it And as' 

•* they knew him to be under a great Burden of 
•• Debts, he hoped they would not deny him the 
•* Continuance of the additional Revenue of Excife^ 
•* which was nealr exfpiring— And that they might 
*' be fatisfied how impoflible it was (whatever fomc 
** Men thought) to lupport the Government with 
•' Jefs than the prefent Revenue, they might at any 
*• Time fee the yearly eftabliflicd Charge, by which - 
* * it would appear that the conftant and unavoidable 
** Charge being paid, there would remain no Over* 
** plus towards the discharging thofe Contingencies 
*^ which might happen in all Kingdoms, and which 
^< had been a confiderable Charge to him the lait 
** Year *\ 

After this the Chancellor enlarged upon each of rt? chMu- 
thefe Points ; but as his Speech only turned upon ''^^'^^ 
this unqueftionablc Truth, according to him, that ^''* * 
the King had only the Good of his People in view ; 
I (hall only tranfcribe from it this fingle Paflage— 
For the King bath no Defires but what are Publick, no 
Ends or Aims which terminate in himfelf\ all his En* 
deavours are fo entirely bent upon the Welfare of bis 
whole Dominions^ that he doth not think any Man a 
good Subjeft who doth not heartily love his Country ; 
And therefore let no Man fafs for a pod Patriot who 
doth not heartily love and ferve his Prince. Private 
Men indeed arefubjeSl to be miflcd by private Interefls^ 
* and may entertain fome vain andjlender Hofes of furvi^ 
'Mng the Publick-^ but a Prince is fureto fall with it^ 
and therefore can never have any Interejis divided from ' 
it, fo live and die with the King is the bigbeji Profef- 

fipn 
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t«7^-7- y^ttr Majefifs People. To which bis M^jeily^ <»• 

JJ' -*•• fwcrcd, '* That he was of the Opinion 6f his 

^' ** Two Houfcs of Parliament, that the PrtferVatiOn 

•• of Flanders was of great Confcquente ; arid that he 

^^ would ufe all Means in his Power for che Safety of 

** bis kingdom '\ 

fC^. This Anfwer not being latisfadtory^ as it iaid no-^ 

^£l!T^ thing pofitive, the Houfe prefented a fecond Addf efs 

^^^** on the fame Subjcft the goth of March. It was in 

Subftance much the fame with the firft, excef>ting 

this Addition made to it, that in cafe his Majefty 

ihouid happen, in purfuanc^ of fuch Alliances, to be 

engaged in a War with France^ they (hould always 

be ready to affifl: him with fuch Supplies as might 

enable him to profccute the fame with Succcfs. 

^^^^•^ The King gave no Anfwer to this Addrefs till 

\0r/^? Twelve Days after, when hefenta Meflage, ♦* That 

** the only way to prevent the Dangers which might 

*^ arife in thefe Kingdoms, would be to put him titne-^ 

*• ly in a Condition to make fueh fitting Prcparati- 

*^ ons, as might enable him to do What fhould be 

•* moft for their Security **• 

f^ jjy^ This drew from the Commons a third Addrefi to 

Mdnfs. the King, in which they infofirled him that they 

were preparing a Bill to enable hint iminediateiy to 

borrow Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds, with Pro- 

mifcs of new Marks of their Zeal, after the Adjourn* 

ment which the approaching £^^ would oblige them 

jjb$x$nfs t^ ^or ^ ^^^ Days. The King not fati^fied with fo 

jimfwtr. fmall a Sum^ told them plainly, that without the Sufm 

of Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds, it would not be 

poflible for him to anfwer the Ends of their feveral 

Addreffes. 

As a great many Members were abfent on Ac- 
count of the expefted Adjournment, the Cofnmons 
durft not enter upon any other Morfey-Bi/Zi ; But 
they defired hisMajefty's Leave to adjourn, promifing 
that afterwards they would gi^e him full Satisfaction. 
The fame Day, being the 1 6th of April, the King 
came to the Parliament, and gave his AffcM; to dl- 
4 tfit 
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.vers A£fs. The chief were, an A£l for the raifing of .*^77» 
584000 Pounds Sterlings for building of thirty Ships, fj^^ ^'^' 
2. An A£f for an additional Excife upon Beer and o- 
ther Liquors for three Years. 3. An yiSI for Preven- 
tion of Frauds and Perjuries.— 4. An AS for taking 
away the Writ de Haretko Comburendo. 5. An A£i 
for creding a Judicature to determine Differences 
couching Houfes burnt by the late dreadful Fire in 
Soutbwark. Then the Chancellor acquainted the two 
Houfes that the King gave them leave to adjourn 
themfelves to the 11ft of May next. 

Ic is out of all doubt that the King had no Defire ihi Kin{t 
to begin a War with France ^ his private Engage- Af4»*r»^ 
ments with Lewis being too ftrong to allow him any '"*^' • 
fuch Thought. Neverthelefs he laid hold of the pre- 
fcot Opportunity to draw Money from his Parlia- • 

ment, on the Pretence of providing for the Safety of 
the Nation. For that was all he had yet obliged 
himlelf to, though the Commons imagined that he 
was ready to come into their Defigns, as foon as he 
ihould be affured of a Supply of Money, The Vi- 
• gour with which the Commons adted, was owing to 
the Progrefs oi Lewis in the Netherlands^, ^nd on the 
xRhinej while Charles, plunged in Pleafures, flood 
unconcerned, and by his Condudt effedually deftroy- 
cd the Principle laid down by his Chancellor, that it 
was impofllble for the King and Kingdom to have 
oppofire Interefls. The 17th of March the King of Towns u- 
France had taken Valenciennes, and laid Siege to Cam- ^'nby th$ 
bray^ while St. Omer was befieged by the Duke of ^^^"^°' 
Orleans. Cambray cofl him but feven Days, and while Prina of 
heinvcfted the Citadel, the Prince of Orange march- ?J^°|^ 
ing to the Relief of St. Omer^ was defeated by the sattU. 
Duke of Orleans at MontcajfeL This Defeat drew on 
. . the Surrender of the Cittadcl of Camhray, and of St. 
Omer, by Capitulation, about the 20th of April By 
this the Spanijh Netherlands were laid open on all Sides, 
and they had no Refuge left for their Safety, but the 
Afiiflance of England. This was clearly fecn by the 
Commons, and induced them to ufe their Endeavours 
You XIV. G 10 
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^^17» to a'^^aken the King out of his feeming Lethargy^ 
The King knew the Danger as well, or better than 
his Parliament. But contrary to the Maxim of his 
<rhancellor, the fCingdom*s Danger Was none of his. 
fhirles The more powerful the King of France rendered him- 
findt hit felf, the greater waS^his private Advantage, dskwdis 
'^^TiTthi ^^^^ ^^^ Afliftance of France, that he pfom^fed him-^ i 
French '^Jf the Conqueft of his own Kingdom. Leta Mato 
Ccriqutfis, ftudy never fo much to ftnd.pUiifible Reafons for the 
King's Conduft, and Negligence with Regard to the 
Netherlands, and the growing Power of France^ he will 
tneet with none, Without fuppofkig the King*s Defigns ; 
to be fuch as I hai^e rcprefehted. T\it SpanidYds thet^- 
fore and Dutch, the EmJ^erour, and the Priftci's'of 
'Germany, reaforted wfong, when they fuppbfed that 
• 'Charles would not fufFerthe Netherlands to be Wl, 

becaufe the Intereft ot England \7^s concerned in their 
fhtKtng's Prefcrvation ; and they were miftaken hi imagifiit% 
ccndhfi. -^]y^^ fj^g j^jpg ^jjs influenced by the Good of his Kifflg- 
dom ; whereas he had a particular intereft dircftty 
contrary to that of England, and that was his own, 
which he blindly purfued. He wduld have ft^i the 
laft Town of the SpaniJIo Netherlands Toft without 
'ftirring. Neverthelets as it was alfo his Intereft to 
keep his Defigns out of Sight tiH the 'prepcr Time, 
for fear of provoLmg the Englijh, and engaging h% 
Parliament in other Meafures, he pretended a Wil- 
. lingnefs to come into their Defigns. But this was on- 
ly an Artifice to. draw Money from the ParlJament; 
without tying himfclf to any Thing but themakirtg 
Pieparations, which properly was obliging himfelf ^o^ 
nothing at atL Such was the King's Condud in this Af- 
faiir, and the Sequel will make it ftill more evideht. 

The Parliament meeting the 21ft of Majy by Vir- 
tue of the King's Proclamation, after an Adjourn- 
ment of about five Weeks, the Commons%tX\tytd the 
' King had fpentthis Interval in rnaking the AUiandes 
they had defired, and that he would communicate 
7hi ^aing the Steps he had taken to his Parliament. But he 
ffejfu thi consented himiclf with telling 'them by his -Secretary 
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Coventry J that he €xpe<5ed the Houfe would forth- «.<S77- 
*rith procec4 to the Monty-Billy and the rather be- f^^^'l^*^ 
Caufe he had no Intention to keep them long aflcmb- Jq^! 
Jed. This Meflage occafioned warm De'bates in the ipofts. 
Houfe, They were inclined to give the King the" * 
Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds he had asked, but 
were willing to have fomething for their Money ; 
whereas the King was for being fure of tl)e Supply 
before he did any Thing in the Affair fo earneftly de- 
fired by the Commns, Their Diftruft was by no 
rneans Reputable fof him, but that was, his own Fault ' 

who had given fo mapy Occafions for it : And there- 
fj^e he could not t^ink it ftrange. NeVerthelefs he 
inade ufe of it to cbmpafs his Defi^n, and pretended 
in his Turn to fear the being engaged by i\\t Commons 
in a War with France^ ^nd left to extricate himfelf 4s 
well as He couW, when the neceffary Afliftance ifhauld 
be denied. On this Pretence he ttnt for t\it> Commons 
to iVbitebdlly artd made the foUpwing Speech^ to 
thefn,: 

G t K t L E M fe n; 

•J Have fent for you hUber that I might prevent thofe xhe Khi's^ 
j^ Miftakes and Bijirujls which I find fame are read'j speuh to 
To fj^dkej as if I bad called you together o?7ly to get Mo^ '^' ^^^' 
nej from you for other Ufes than you would have it em-- ^^^^* 
floyed. t do ajfure you on the Word of a Kingy that you 
Jhall not repent any urujl you repoje in me;, for the Safe- 
ty of mj 'KifjgdomSf , and J defire you to' believe that I 
v^aUld not break my Credit with you ; but as I have aU 
teddy told yoUj That it will not be poffible for me to 
Ibeak or id thde^ Things which fhould anfwer the 
Ends of your feveral A-ddrefles without expofing rriy 
Kingdoms to rriuch gfeatcr Dangers, y^^ / J^^/<jjr<? /(? 
you againi I%vill never hazard niy own Safety nor yours^ 
until I be in a better Condition jhan I am able to put 
my felfy both to defend ffiy Subjects and offend my Enemies. 
I do farther affure yoUy I have net loft one Da-^ hnce 
your lafi Meeting in doing all I coUld for your Defence^ 
Vol. XIV. G 2 and 
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1 ^77 • and I tell you plainly it Jhall he your faulty and not m iniy 
if your Security be not fufficiently provided for. 

RimMrkt As this Spccch, purpofcly worded in general and 

j^#» /Wi obfcur^ Terms, perfcdly fquared with the King's fc- 

'*'* ' cret Intentions, it is abfolutely ncccflary to make 

feme Remarks upon it, in order to (how diftin^l- 

ly and plainly both the King's Intention and Cha^ 

rafter, 

Firft, the Commons hgiddtGred the King to provide 
for the Safety of his Kingdoms, founding their Defirc 
' upon this, that their S^ety depended uppn the Pre- 
fervation of the Spanijh Netherlands. But the King 
fays not a Word which may oblige him to the De- 
fence of the Netherlands^ and contents himfclfwith 
promifing them upon his Royal Word, that he will 
provide for the Safety of his Kingdoms : This ge- 
neral Promife opened him a Door to get out at after- 
wards, by laying,, that whatever he had done was for 
the Safety or his Kingdom. 

Secondly, he fuppofed that the leaft Step taken by 
him to provide for this Safety, would put his King- 
doms in Danger, unlefs he had beforehand the Mo<^ 
ney demanded, .which was a groundlefs Suppofition. 
Thirdly, he told them that he ought to be put in- 
to a better Condition to defend his SubjeAs, and of- 
fend bis, Enemies. This lafi: EstpreflTion was an in.finua- 
tion that he would enter into a League ofFenfive a* 
. gainft France, which was never his Intention, as the 
Kcader will have Caufe to believe hereafter. 

Fourthly, he told them that he had not loft one 

. Day in doing all he could for their Defence. I'his 

. Exprcflion wa$ withouc meaning, fince he had but 

juft told them, that he could neither fpeak nor aft 

before he had the Money which he demanded. In 

what therefore did his five Weeks Careconfift? 

Fifthly, There is but one Thing clear in this Speech, 

and that is, his declaring he would be fure of the 

, Money before he began to aft. By this he gave the 

Commons to undcrftand that he pretended as juft- 

3 ly 
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if CO dUtruft them as they had done hitn, though afl 1677* 
furediy the Cafe was different. 

This Speech occafioned warm Debates in the ^'"'^f D0- 
Houfc of Commons. The Court-Party infiftcd upon ^^^'f'. 
having the Suni, asked by the King, immediately CommoM 
granted to enable him to make the necefTary Allian- 
ces I without which he could not be expedted to 
move one Step in the Affair ; and alledged, that 
the King had the fame Power of making War and 
Leagues, as the Houfe had }n giving Money ; he 
could not have Money without them, nor they Al- 
liances without him. The contrary Party remarked 
that nothing pofitive was promifed by the King, ex^ 
ceptiog that he would provide for the Safety of the 
Kingdom ; this might admit of feveral Conftruftion$;i 
nor did it give any AiTurance that it was to be in the 
way underftood by the Commons^ As to faying that 
the King would make Alliances when he mould be . 
fumiihed with Money, the Exprellion was too loofe 
to be relied on, and the Hazard would be too great 
to rifque a Sum of Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds 
upon fo^eneral a Promife. But if the King would 
form Alliances, and communicate them to the Houfe, 
he fliould the very Day after have the Money grant- 
ed, which would be neceflary for the Maintainance 
thereof. 

Thislaft Opinion prevailed, fuch was the Diftruft . 
conceived againft the King. Wherefore tiie Houfe 
came to a Refolution of prefenting an Addrefs to 
oblige the King to fpeak more plainly, and let the 
Commons know what they had to truft to. TheSul^ , 
ftaace of tl^s Addreis was : v 

*« That it was a great Affliftion to them^ toVny^ 
" find themfclves obliged to declare againft the^?-^'*' 
" granting the Supply he was pleaied todemand»con* ^* 
•* cciving it not agreeable to the ufage of Parlia* 
** mqnts, to grant Supplies tor (he Maintainance of^, 
'* Wars and Allianpe9> before the^ are fignified in "^ 

t^ Parliament i from which Ufag^ if they dcpari€cl» ' ^ 

G3 •*ih© 
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1^77- "" the Preecderit might be of dangerous Confcqucncc 
•' in future Times. 

>« f hat they humbly befough^ his Majcfty to cn- 
** ter into i League offcnfivc ind defcrifivc with thfc 
«* Siates Generat of i\ie United Provinces, againft th6 
*» Growth and Power of the Frekcb King^ and for 
• ** the Prefervation of the S/>a«(/& Netherlands^ 2LVkd ia 
♦' mak*e other fuch Alliances with fuch other ot the 
'** Confederates ^s hi| Majefty ihould think fit and 
f*' ufcful to Chat End, 

' ^' Laftly, they laid before him feveral R^afdns te 
*• convince him, that in thisConjunftjrc a War with 
*' France was abfolutely neceflary, in order to oblige 
*« her to leave the reft of Cbrifiendom in repofc, and 
^^ promifed to put him in a Condition for a vigorous 
** ftlaintenanceof the fame/' 

T*# Kwg Had the King reklly intended to ftop the great 
ccmmti'ts Progrefs of theiCing of France^ this Addrefs would 
'^''/''^"* ha v6 been more than fufficient to have engaged him 
il'/com- ^" a V^ar with thit Prince, or at leaft to have done 
inow. fomething to rhakc himfelf feared by him. But as 
hothihg was farther from his Thoughts, he affedc4 
-i Difttuft of the Commm^ which in reality he had 
iiot He had undertaken the ftrft War againft the 
States^ upon a like Affurance without the leaft heflta- 
tlon I lit had entered upon the tecond without any 
ihotice taken of hfs Parliament. But when a War 
*ith fifdnce-i^s the Point in Handi Jes^loufies of the^ 
Commons were pretended^ which were without any 
i^oundation, and which gave hifti no Concern when 
he Was to break with iht Srates. But every Thing; 
was to be catched at rather than oppofc the Progrefs 
' • * Whis'ig^lS.od Friend, arid yet he Wa-S unwilling' to ft op 
fije Ppporrupltfy bif |he Occafion of getting a round 
Sum from his Parliament; ^ ... .x 

CTfif. The Houfe 6i Comniorts intended by thejr laft Ad- 

iU^Htt pf drcfs; to oblige the King t6 give a clearjA^fWcr. But 
rj«vi.f- ^ihey found tlicfhfelves miftaken. ' the Kir^ feccivinfe 
f ?t' thli ftiddrcfs the z^th cJf ikfo^^ *Ut fejncte'C(?l^tot;»i 

1° 
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to Whitehall^ and for Anfwcr reproached them bitter- ^ ^^17- 
ly for invading his Prerogative in requiring him to 
enter into a League Offenftve and Defenfive with the 
States-General^ ** Should I, /aid he^ fufFer thisfunda- " 
*« mental Power of making War and Peace to be 
*' thus invaded, no Prince or State would any long- 
*' cr believe that the Sovereignty of England refts in 

** the Crown. ^Wherefore you may reft afllired, 

** that no Condition (hall make me depart from fo 
*' cffeniial a Part of the Monarchy," At the Conclufi- Adjournf 
on of his Speech, he declared his Pleafure to them, ^^^^l^'^"^ 
that the Houfc be adjourned till the i6ch oijul^ 
next, telling them, he would give them notice by 
his Proclamation when he intended they (hould fit ar 
gaio, which he faid, would not be till Winter, un- 
Jcfs fome extraordinary Occafion fhould happen. 

Nothing gives us a jufter Notion how different the 
King's Iriterefts were from thofe of his Kingdom, 
than his ConduA on this important Occafion. The 
Commons were of Opinion that for the Safety of the . 
Kingdotxi, it was abfolutely neceflary to check the 
Pxogrefs of the French King, and preferve the Ne^ 
tbertands : For which Purpofe Alliances were to be 
KDade with the States-General and their Confederates. 
This was a Self-evident Truth. The King himfelf 
did not deny it while there was hopes of getting the 
Six Hundred Thoufand* Pounds, demanded by him 
on pretence of putting himfelf into a Pofture of De- 
fending the Kingdom, which (hewed at leaft that he 
believed it in Danger : But when he was fenfible that 
the Commons were not to be put off with general • 
and loofe Promifes, but were for fomething clear and 
explicit, the Necefllty of putting the Kingdom into 
ft State of I)c|encc, as to his particular, vaniflied at 
once. He adjourned the Parliament for fevcral 
Months, withoqt any notice taken of the Danger with 
which the Kingdpni was threatened, though that 
Panger fqbfifted no. lefs after the Parliament rofe, 
than at the Beginning of the Seffion* Thus the 
Panger was prefling to the Kingdoms wl)9|i U was^ 
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*677- no longer fo to the King : A clear Evidence that the 
King and Parliament had different Views and Inte- 
rcfts. Wherefore on Pretence of an Attempt ot the 
Commons upon his Prerogative, he took occafion to 
order a long Adjournnient, which broke all their 
Meafures, and almoft deftroyed the Hopes of the 
Confederate Powersof Afliftance from England^ which 
could not but be very advantagious to France. I do 
not think it poffible to account for the King's Con- 
duft in a manner fatisfadory to the Impartial, with- 
out fuppofing that heexpefted Afliftance from France 
to make himfelf abfolute, and change the eftabliffaed 
Religion. On this Suppofition, inftead of being con- 
cerned to flop the Progrefs of France^ it could not 
but be for his Intereft that Ihe fhould grow more 
powerful. Accordingly this was what he wifhed, as 
all his Proceedings manifeftly (howed. 
7he King , We learn from Sir William Temple himfelf, that 
ufeshts whilft he was at Nimeguenzs Plenipotentiary Mcdia- 
v"unhr ^^^ ^^^ ^ Peace, he was fent for to London by the 
^ /eparat^ King, on Prctcnce of making him Secretary of State ; 
teact. but in reality the Bufinefs was to fend him to the 
Hague^ to fee if he could bring'the Prince of Orange 
to confent to a feparate Peace with France. But Tiwi- 
ple excufcd himfelf from accepting a CommifBon 
which he had befote tried to execute, but without 
Succefs., This (hows with what Zeal the King en- 
deavoured to ferve Francis which 6nly wanted to di- 
' vide the Allies by fuch an Expedient. It is certain 
< that the King of France^ though till now fuperiour to 
his Enemies, was by no means able to fuftain longer 
a War with almoft all Europe combined againft him. 
Ic was therefore the King of England^s Fault that a 
juft and reafonable Peace w^s not made, which would 
have beendone by his declaring againfl France^ as he 
was defired by his Parliament. But this could never 
be obtained. . On the contrary, fearful that the Cla- 
mours of his People -would at laft force him to it, he 
fecretly laboured to procure France an advantagbua 
P^ce^ by theDiviiioyaofherEoeaiies, 

Sir 
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Sir JVilVtAm ^Temple having refufed to be employed «^7r- 
upon this Errand, Mr. Hyde was fent to the Hague to / 
try to gain the States and the Prince of Orange. 

The King had the more Hopes of bringing iht pr^jga^f 
Prince to comply with his Defires, as the Prince had a MMrri- 
fometime ago fent a Propofal for his Marriage with J^f ^f ^*f 
tire Princefs Mary^ eldeft Daughter to the Duke tfotT^^ 
Torky and therefore was believed incapable of ddny- witb «A« 
ing any thing that could be dclired of him with reli- ^•'^"^'A 
tion to the feparate Peace with France^ whilft he w^ ^*^' 
* purfuing his Suit. It was for this Reafon probably, 
that the King permitted his coming into England to 
follicice the Match in Perfon : but without any po- 
litive Affurance that his CourtQ}ip would be well re- 
ceived. The Prince could not leave the Army be- rh$ Prmm 
fore the Campaign Was over, and therefore arrived •rj^w^ •■ 
not in England till the 19th of Oifober^ when he^****"^ 
landed at Harwicby artd from thence went to the 
Court. The King, the Duke of Tark^ the Ldrd- 
Treafurer, and Sir JVilliam Temple^ were the only 
Perfons who were in the fccret Motive of the Prince's 

iourney* The Court, which was then at New-market^ 
eing returhed to Xjfndonj the Prince had a Sight of 
the Princefs, and then demanded her in Form of the 
king and Duke ofTork^ by whom his Propofal was 
differently received* The Duke of Tork fcemcd cold a Dsjft^ 
and upon the Rcferve, and the King appeared for- ftnuln- 
ward to embrace it : but it was on Condition that the J^**^J^* 
Prince and he (hould previoufly agree upon the Terms p^if^. 
of a general Peace. This Condition was like to 
have defeated the Intention of the Prince's coming. 
The Prince was abfolutcly againft fpeaking of a 
Peace till after the Marriage, and the King as refo- 
lute to form the Plan of a Peace before the Mar- 
riage ihould be concluded. They continued five or 
fix Days firm in their Rcfolutions. The Prince ac- 
quainted the King, by Sir William Tempk '' That his 
•' Allies, who were like to have hard Terms of the 
** Peace, as Things then flood, would be apt to be- 
l^ lievc (hs(t h« |uid wide his Match at their Coft, 

*' and 
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^677. ** and for his Part he would never ftU his honour 
** lor a Wife." All this wa3 not capable tp dfv^t 
the King from his Refolution, and the Affair feeing 
upon the Point of breaking off. Bi|t all was recon- 
ciled. Temple paying a Vifit to the Prince v^ry late 
one Night, was told by him, *^ That he repented 
•• his coming into En^and^ and was refolved to be 
^^ gone in two Days if the King perfifted in his Rcr 
•« folution of trcjiting of the Peace before the Nfer- 
«* riagc ; but that before he went, the King muflt ebirfc 
** bow they fhpuld live hereafter ;. far he was fure it 
•* muft^bc either like the greateft Friends, w the 
•« greateft Enemies ;•' and he defired Sji" ffiWiam to 
let his Majefty know fo next Morning, and give him 
account of what he fliould fay upon it. 8ir ff^llian^ 
in difcharge of his CommiCQon, laid before the King| 
the Danger of a Bre^ph with t|ie Prince, conGdering 
the ill Humours of io gre^t ^ Number of his Sub- 
je£b on account of his Engagements with Frante^ and 
the Inviiation pade the Prince by feveral of th^m 
' during the late War. The King having heard him 
with great Attention, anfweredrrr— ^/ never yet was 

deceived in judging a Man^s Honefty by bis Ijifcks and 

if lam not deceived in the Prince's Face^ he is the bo^ 
tk$ thg nefte/f Man in the fVorld -, and I will trufihim^ and be 
yMi^tm^Jhall have bis IVtfe^ and youjhallgo immediately and tell 
my Brother fo J and that it is a thing I am refolved on. 
The Duke oflork appeared a little furprized at firft i[ 
neverthelcfs, he anfwered, That the King Chould be 
obeyed, and that he ftould be glad his Subjeds 
would learn from him the Obedience which they owed 

to their Sovereign- adding, I tell him my Opinion 

very freely upon any things but when that is done^ and 

I know his Pleafure upon it ^ I obey him. Immediately 

after Sir William waited on the Prince with the agrcea- 

th9 Uat' ble News. The fame Day the Marriage-Articks 

^*^''/ ifi ^^^^ drawn up and agreed to, the Princefs's Por- 

kUd'e^m' tion was to b^ j^oooo I. Sterlings and the, Day after 

fmnmMiid. the King declared the Marriage in full Council. The 

(:ity of London teftiiied an extraordinary Joy at the 
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News, and Sir Franks Chaplin the prefent Lord- t&ni ' 
Mayor invited the King to a magnificent Entertain* 
meat the 29th of OStoher. The Marriage was con* 
fummated on the Prince's Birth-Day, the 4th of Nth 
vember *. 

A few Days after the King, the t)ukc pf Tark^ APlfmfir 
the Prince of Orange^ the Lord-Trcafurer, and Sir ^^'■^ 
fVilliam Temple^ entered into a Conference for fettling f'^t^§9. 
the Scheme of a general Peace, and after fome De- 
bates they agreed upon thefe Terms:— ** All 
♦' fliould be reftored by France to the Emperour, 
<* that had been taken from him in the War, the 
«« Dutchy pf Lorrain to that Duke, and all on both 
*' Sides between France and Holland: And to Spain 
*' the Towns of Aeth^ Cbarleroy^ Oudenard^ Cout" 
*' tra^^ ^ournay^ Condiy Valenciennes^ St. Guillain^ 
« and Bincb". That the Prince of Orange fliould 
life his Endeavours to procure the Confent of Sp^in % 
and the King that of France^ for which Purpofc he 
ihould fend fome Perfon immediately over with the 
f^ropofuioni who was to demand a pofitive Anfwer 
* ' in 

^ * Bi$mif in his Accoant of this Matter^ fays. That the Lord-^ 
Treafurer Danby feeing his Ruin was incTitable, if be coald not 
bring the King off from a Frtn^b Intereft, gave the Prince of 0* 
rtfifff by ^r WillUm Twmpk great Hop^s of a Marriage ,y9ixh tht 
Duke's Qau^hter, and got the Prince to ask the King's Leave to 
come ov^r to England. When the Prince, after a iruitlefs Stay for 
fome Week$,' was going away, the Lord Danhy^xeScd his Staying 
a few Days lon'ger, and that the Management oFtbe Matter might 
be left to him. §o next Morning he came to the King and told 
him, he had Yecei fed tetters from all his Majeity*s beft Friends in 
EikgUnd, and fhowed him a Bundle of them, (which he was 
fare the Kirg would noftrouble himfelf to read.) They all a- 
greed» he faid, that the King fhould make a Marriage between the 
Prince of QrAngt and the Duke's Daughter. If not, the Parlia- 
ment would certainly addrefs for it, and fo the King would lofe 
ihe Thanks of it. Wherea$, if the King did it of his own Mo-r 
' lion, he would have the Honout of it. Having enforced the 
Thing with all the Arguments he could, the King was convinced, 
and rent for the Duke, who obeyed the Kin^^ Pleafnre. jyanby 
fo ordered the Matter, that the Dutchefs of Port/mouth could not 
Ijp'eak ivith the King, before bc had declared the Matter in Cotmi 
ciL >409,4t6 .< '^'--^ »^ ^.'^'^ - ' ^'-''^ '^ ^- 
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«^77. in two Days. The Lord Duras, afterwards Earl of 
Feverjbamy a Creature of the Duke of Tark^ was the 
Pcrfon fixed upon to execute this Commiifion. 
ThtPrmM The Prince and Princefs of Orange tmharked for 

liEf ' ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^y ^^^^^- ^^"^ ^'^^S pofuively affured 

the Prince, that he would never depart from the 

Scheme agreed upon for a General Peace, and that 

if France refufed her Confent, he would declare War 

Tki^j" againft her, Neverthelefs, the Prince had the Mor- 

^pnUnui tification before his Departure tb fee the Adjourn- 

' .mcnt of the Parliament prolonged from the 3d of 

December to the 4th of A^riU * 

/The Court of France was extremely furprized as 
well with the Scheme of the Peace, as the Manner 
with which it Was pretended to be impofed on them. 
But whether the Lord Duras had fecret Orders' to 
give Hopes that the Scheme might be altered, or it 
was not defpaired to gain the King of England^ the 
Envoy, after fome Days Stay more than his Coqi'- 
million allowed, returned without an Anfwer^ or at 
leaft with one that was not to the Purpofe. It con* 
tained only, S'bat the moji Chriftian King hoped bis Brih 
iber would not break with bim upon one or two Towns^ 
upoH which England bad no Pretenfion^ and that be 
would fend Orders to his Ambajpidor at London to treai 
. with bis Majejly upon that Affair. Ic is known that the 

King 

♦ The Prjncc and ^rinccfs were hurried out of Town fo fall, 

(there being a fecret DeHgn to invite them to an Entertainmeoc 

in the City by the Country-Party, which the Covrt did not like,) 

that they had'fcarce time to make Proviiion for their Journey* 

Being come to CA»tfrhurj» they repaired to an Inn, where through 

halie they came very meanly provided. Upon Apphcation ta 

borrow Money of the Corporation* the Mayor and his Breihreo» 

upon grave Deliberation, were really afraid to lend them aoy^t' 

Dr. Ttllotjon, then Dean of Canttrbuf), hearing of this, imme' 

diately got together what Plate and Money he could, and went 

to the Inn to Mr. Btntinek with the Offer of what he had. This 

, ' was highly acceptable to the Prince and Princefs. and the Deaa 

. was cai;ricd to wail upon them. By thislucky Accident hebegaa 

that Acquaintance and Correfpondence with the Prince and Ml« 

Mminik,z& advanced htm a&ctwards to the Aict^biOioprid^ 
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Iting of France offered Mr. Montague^ the Englijb 1677: 
Ambafi^dor, large Sums for the King and the Trea- 
furcr, which were not accepted, at leaft openly ; 
but on the other Hand, the King fuffered himfclf to ^*» Pt^^ 
be fo mollified by the Offers or Artifices of Franc^^ ^comJ^^u^ 
that the Scheme of Peace agreed on with the Prince nothimg. 
of Orange^ was^ at laft; reduced to nothing, and no 
more heard-of. 

After the Return of the Lord Duras to the Meet- Sterit n^ 
ing of the Parliament, the King was aftually nego- ^j|^'J'^^*^' 
tiating with the King of France the Terms on which France, 
he was to refift the SolHcitations of his Parliament, 
and prevent his declaring for the Allies. This ap-' 
peared but too openly in the Parliament itfelf, /rom : 
Letters of the Lord-Treafurer Danby laid before the 
Houfe in ^678, by Mr. Montague AmbaflTador at the 
French Court ; and fince that, a fuller ConviAion has 
been^ given of this by Mr. AtoMague*s Letters, pub- 
lifii'ed by the Earl of Danhy in the Reign of fVilr 
Ham III. I fhall tranfcribe here the Extrads of thefe 
Letters, to convince the Reader of; what I fay, 
without relying altogether on my Word. But I am 
to premife that the King, after the Prolongation of 
die Adjournment to the Month of jipril 1678, 
thought it neverthelefs proper to call them together 
the Isth of January^ and as foon as they met, to ad- 
journ them by a Meffage to the 28th of the fame 
Month. Here arc the Extrads which I mentioned. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Montague to the King 
from Paris^ in the Year 1677. 

IAmfure the Greatnefs of the King of France is fup^ 
ported only by your Majefty^s Connivance at. what he 
does^ and the good fFill Chriftendom ,/^(?^ you have for 
him. The Advantage he has from it even in Point of 
Revenue^ . by bis Conquejis, does amount to five times the 
Sum you have now from him : And ^tboi^gh after Games. . 
are bard to pay^ I think I underftand this Court fo 

'we\ 



L 



^ ^ n^Jet^(»7^ENGLAND. . Vol. XIV. 

i<77* Bottom of the Letter were thcfc Words under the 
King's own H^aid-^TbuLelUriswrUien by my Order, 

C.R. 

AtimMfk , I fliall make no Remarks upon thefe Letters, 
m^mtk$ \vhich plainly Ihow with what Honefty the King dif- 
22i^. charged the Office of Mediator, and how much he 
ipade himfelf a Partizan of France. All that can be 
faid in his Excufe is, that thefe Steps and fecrct Ne- 
gotiations were only to get Money : But when tc is 
confidered that he would have arawn a grc4.t deal 
more from his Parliament, if he had purfued the 
right and honeft Way, and might have had more 
. left of what the Parliament would have granted him 
in one fingle Year, than he hoped to draw froa> 
France \n Three ; one can hardly forbear thinking, 
that, if he attached himfelf fo blindly to the Intc^reft 
^ of France^ it was for hidden Defigns which it was 
not yet time to difcover. And if it is faid that he 
only took Money from France to be freed from tfue 
Trouble of applying for it to his Parliament, jhis 
,does but confirm that it was his Defagn to bc^come 
abfolute. 
1677-8, The King had not prolonged the Adjournment of 
^*'/^*f the Parliament to the iSih of January^ for the find- 
juLamees ^"8 Expedients for a General Peace, as the Trea- 
vt^ithib$ furer told Montague in his Letter of the 26th of ya- 
suits. nuary ; but to have time to receive the News of 4 
League whh Hollandy which was aftually figned the 
1 6th of January. This League was very far from 
anfwering the Defires of the Parliament. It was pro- 
perly only defenfive, to prevent the King of France 
from pufhing his Conquefts farther in the Nether^ 
lands. It may cafily be judged, confidering the 
King's ftrift Amity with France^ and the fecrct Cor- 
.i:efpondcncesbetween the two Courts, whether he bad 
any great Defire to go to War with FrantCy in order 
to oblige her to rcftore what fhe had taken. He be- 
lieved ncverchelefs that this League would be capable 

ta 
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to impofc upon the Parliament, and to that End he *^77-8« 
had put off the Meeting that he might firft have the 
News of its Conclufion. Supported therefore by this 
League, which, according to him, was to produce 
wonderful EfFeds, he fpoke the following Speech to 
both Houfes on the 1 8 th of Januarj. 



cc 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



" UTirHEN we parted laft I told you, TbaiTUxmi^ 

** V V. before we met again I would do that wbicb ^-f***** 

«« Jhould be to your Sathfa£lion. I have accordingly 

«* made fuch Alliances with Holland^ as are for the 

•* Prefervation of Flanders^ and which cannot fail of 

** that End, unlefs prevented either by the Want of 

•* due Afliftances to fupport thefe Alliances, or by 

•* the fmall Regard the Spaniards themfelves muft j 

•^ have to their own Prcfervacion. The frjl of thefc 

•* I cannot lufpeft, by Reafon of your repeated En- 

** gagemcnts to maintain them ; and I know you are 

** fo wife as to confider, that a War which muft be 

** the neccflary Confequence of them, ought neither 

«* to be profecuted by halves, nor to want fuch Af- 

** fiftances of Perfeverance as may give Encourage* 

** ment to purfue it : Befidcs, it will not be Icfs nc- 

** ccflary to let our Enemies have fuch a Profpeft of 

«* our Refolutions, as may let them fee certainly 

«* that we (hall not be weary of our Arms, till 

<« Cbriftendom be reftored to fuch a Peace, as Ihall 

«* not be in the Power of any Prince alone to dif- 

•« turb. 

*' I do acknowledge to you that I have ufed all 
*^ Means poflible by a Mediation, to have procured 
•« an honourable and fafe Peace for Chrtjlendom j 
•* knowing how preferable fuch a Peace would have 
•* been to anv War, and efpecially to this Kingdom, 
«« which murc neceffarily own the vaft Benefits it has 
•* received by Peace, while its Neighbours only have 
•* yet fmarred by the War ; but finding it no. longer 
*• to be hoped for by fair Means, it (hall not be my 

Vol. XIV- H ** Fault' 
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1677-8* «« Fault if that be not obtained by Forc^ which can- 
*• not be had by any other ff^ays* For this Reafon 1 
** have recalled my Troops from France^ and have 
<* confidered, that although the Dutch Ihall do their 
•« Parts, we cannot have lefs on Ours than Ninety 
** Sail of Capital Ships conftantly maintained, not 
«« lefs than Thirty or Forty Thoufand Land-men 
•* ( with the Dependencies ) to be employed upon 
*^ our Fleets and elfewhere. And beoiufe there 
^^ (hall be no Fear of mifemploying what you (hall 
** give to thefe Ufes, I am contented that fuch Mo- 
** ney (hall be appropriated to thefe Ends as ftriftly 
" as you can deure. 1 have given Tcftimouy enough 
•« of my Care in that Kind, by the Progrefs I have 
*• made in building the new Ships ; wherein, for the 
«* making them more ufeful, I have direftcd fuch 
•' larger Dimenfions as will coft me above One Hun* 
** dred Thoufand Pounds more than the AGts allow* 
^* I have gone as far as I could in repairing the old 
** Fleet, and in buying ncccflary Stores for the Navy. 
** and Ordnance : And in this and other Proviifions, 
•• for better fecuring both my foreign Plantations and 
*' the Tflands nearer home, I have expended a great 
*• deal more than the Two Hundred Thoufand 
•' Pounds you enabled me to borrow upon the Ex- 
^' cife, although I have not found fuch Credit as I 
** expefted upon that Security* I have born thq 
•* Charge both of a Rebellion in Vtrginiay and a new 
** War with Algiers : I ftand engaged to the Prince 
*' of Orange for my Niece's Portion, and I fliall not 
*' be able to maintain my conftant neceffary Efta- 
*' bliftiments, unlefs the new Impofts upon Wine, 
** Csfr. be continued to me, which would otherwayi 
** turn only to their Profit to whom we lead intended 
*' it. 

*' I hope thefe Things will need little Recommen- 
«' dation to you, when you confider yourPromifcsin 
«* fome, and the Neccflity of the reft j and to let 
•* you fee that I have not only employed my Time 
•• andTreafure for your Safety, but done all I could 

« 19 
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•' to fcmbve all forts of Jealoufics, 1 h^ve married i^77 ^* 

** my Niece to the Prince of Orange^ by which 1 

** hope I have given full Affurance that I fliall n^ver 

** fUffer his Interefts to be ruined, if lean be affiftcd, 

^* as 1 dught to be, to prefcrve them. Having done 

**^ all this, I ejtpeft from you a plentiful Supply 

** fuitable to fuch great Occafions, whereon dependfs 

** not only the Honour, but, for ought I know^ 

*« the Being of the EngUlb Nation, which will not be 

•^ faved by finding Fault afterwards, but may be 

*• prevented by avoiding the chief Fault of doing 

•* weakly and by halves, what can only be hoped 

** from a v'^oroils and thorough Profecution of what 

** we undertake. Thefc Confidcrations are of the 

** greateft fmiportance that ever concerned thisKing- 

** dom, and therefore I would have you enter imme- 

•* diately upon theth, without fuffering any other 

** Bufincfs whatfoever to divert you from bringing 

*• them to good Refolutions/' 

It is fufficiently aftonifhing that Charles ll, with A R*mdr1^ 
more.extraordiliary Sums granted him than ever had ^P'^ ^^^^ 
been granted before ; with a Revenue larger than ^f"^^* 
ever had been enjoyed by any of his Predeceflbrs, 
and, by the Calculation ot the Commom^ amounting 
yearly to Sixteen Hundred Thoufand Pounds, flioiild 
ncverthelefs be always in Want, poor^ loaden with 
Debts, and in every Speech aiming to perfwade his 
Parliament that he had expended upon the Publick 
more than had been allowed hinrt ; and yet he had 
been only engaged in two Wars^ which might hive 
been eafily avoided if he had pleafed, and Millions 
faved to his Subjeds^ which thcfe Wars fruitlefsly 
confumed. But this is not the only Reflection which 
hiay . be made upon this Speech \ there is another of 
much greater Moment; 

. The Speech went upon a Suppofition which natu- 
rally ought to have been true, but was nor. It was 
that the Alliance concluded by him with Holland^ 
could not but engage him in a War with France;, 

Vol. XiV. ^ a though 
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1677-8. though nothing was farther from his Intention. His 
Aim therefore was to have his Alliance with Holland 
and the War againfl: France confidered as one and 
the fame Thing, or at leaft the War as the neceffary 
Confequcnce of this Alliance, though he had given 
no pofitive Hope or Expcdation of the War ; there 
was in reality a wide DilUnce between the one and 
the other.. For if the Parliament had gra'nted the 
vaft Sums demanded by him, it is certain that he 
might have nciade Peace before the next Morning, 
without any Expence of Preparations ; he had only 
to declare War againft France^ and Peace muft have 
immediately followed. For France was by no means 
in a Condition to refill, if England had been heartily 
ThiCom- united with the reft of her Enemies, Herein the 
fnont en- King threw his Parliament into great Difficulties. For 
^'^m^i' ^^^y ^^^ either grant him the large Sums he de- 
Difficu '"^j^anded without any other hope of a future War than 
what was founded in a Confequence not abfolutely 
neceffary -, or in refufing the fame, give the King a 
plaufible Pretence to f^y, that it was none of his 
Fault that England did not join with the Enemies of 
France. But the Houfe of Commons had Men of 
Abilities to perceive the Artifices of the King, and 
to give their fellow Members warning of them. And 
this they might the more eafily do, as above two 
Thirds of the Houfe were but little inclined to trufl: 
to the King's Word. 
^**^!Ij* ^^ ^^^ therefore refolved after great Debates to pre- 
^refstke f^^^ ^" Addrefs to the King. The Subftanceof which 
Kinx* "^^^ — *' That they befought him not to admit of 
«^ any Treaty of Peace, whereby the French King 
*' Ihould be left in Pofleffibn of any greater Domi* 
** nion or Power, than was left him by the Pyrenaan 
" Treaty :' That no Trade be admitted with France^ 
*' or any Goods fuffered to be imported from thence 
«* on Pain of Forfeiture. And when he fhould be 
'' pleafed to communicate his Alliances to them in 
*' Parliament, they would grant him fuch Supplies 

' " for 
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** for a vigorous Profecutjon of the War, as might '^77-8. 
** bring it to a happy Conclufion." 

This Addrefs threw the King, in his Turn, into* a 
great Perplexity, . He was for having it believed that 
he intended to come to aWarwith-Fr^wr<f, though he 
had already refolved to free himfelf from it. He t^^ ^m 
could not therefore give any Anfwer to this Addrefs ^^^^1^^^^ 
without a direft A (Tent or Diflent, and this is what he 
was defiroustx> avoid. To extricate himfelf, he had 
i?ecourfe to. ah Expedient which had ferved him on 
Other Occafioris.' This was to complain of an At- 
tempt from* the C^cz/^/tz^/zj upon his Prerogative, in thus 
pointing to hinithe Methods he was to ufe, which at 
the fame fime-he (hewed to be ridiculous and imprac- 
Jicabld. lie iaid, that as his Speech was dirfefted to 
both Houfes, both' ought, to jhave joined In prefent- 
ing the Addrefs, That neverthelefs, if, by their Af- 
iiftance^ ,hc was put in a Condition to begin the War, 
hfc would never leave ir, till Chrijlendom was reftored 
to fuch a Peace, that it ih6uld not be in the Power of 
any Prince to difturbi it : That the Rights' of making 
and managing War and Peace belonged folely to him, 
and that they were nluch miftaken if they thought 
he would ^ver depart from that Right : That 'if the 
Commons would encourage him to go further in Alli- 
ances, they muft cortfider df riaifing Jpeedy Supplies ;. 
for from the Confideration.of thofe he muft take his 
Mcafures. ^ - . ; . 

•The Meaning of thiis Anfwer was eaGly/ tinder- a*#c#w-" 
ftood, which was no other than that, he ftudiciufly"^^^*^*^^ 
avoided declaring his pofitive Intention for a War JJ./^J^ 
with France^ thougR .he was willing "to have it con- 
fidcrcd as aConfequence 6f his Alliance with' H(?/- 
land : An Alliance of whjch'^ notbdy knew ttie Con- 
tents, and whith was not yet imparted to the Parlia- 
ment, He pretended neverthelefs that on his bare 
declaration or Information of an Alliance with HoU 
landy the . Parjiamcnt JhpuM enable him, to keep 
Ninetv large Ships lA ; pa^,^'l)efiddsVT)irrfr 
of kU Note, ^ and' Forty* tljoufand .i;,ao4-F<>rccs, 
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16778. However, when the Articles of this Treaty werq 
^h9C^ *f "^*^^ known fhortly after, the Commons voted that 
fn^niT* it in HO manner anfwercd their Defires fignified tq 
the King. It is cafy to fee wherein the Difference 
between the King and the Commons lay. iThc King 
feared, or feigned to fear, that the Parliainent, after 
they had engaged him in a War with France^ Voqld 
leave him deftitute pf thp Means to fupport it. The 
Commons really diftrufted his Sincerity, and feared 
that, after he had once received the Money, he wpula 
think no more of War, but fuffcr an unfafe PeacQ 
to be concluded. It is left to the Reader to deter-^ 
A VLifi^ mine which Side was in the Right* I flial] only fa^ 
^^.^^ that, if the Reigns of Hcnt'j III and Ricbard II arc 
excepted, England had never feen, till within the laff 
Sixty Years, fuch mutual Diftruft and Jcaloufy l>e* 
tween her Kings and Parliaments. We can hardly 
impute it to any thing but this, that^^^^^I* Charles!^ 
and Charles II, where no Slaves to their Word, and 
while they meant to falve their Sincerity by general,' 
reftrained, obfcure or ambiguous Exprelfions, they 
loft entirely the Confidence of their Subje&s. Every 
King of England runs the Hazard of being very 
unhappy, when, by fuch Artifices, be ^ives OccafiQA 
to fufpeft the Sincerity of what he fays in full Par: 
Kament. 

However this be, the Commons refolved to gran( 

. , ., the Kw^ a Supply, but with ftriA Limitations. In 

• ^ . the Beginning of the Seffion they had granted him 

Sevent^y T^houfand Pounds for a. folemn Funeral of his 

'^'Father, whofe Body could not be found, though if 

was certainly known that it had been interred in ^ndr 

for Chapel. I am not certain that it was ever difco- 

yercd, or the intended Obfequics performed*. 

The 

• Coacernlng tie Difcovcry of Ms Bedy take^thc fojlowiog Cer* 
tificatc from Mr, ^ohn SetueU % Regiftfcr at mhdfir Caftlc. JnM0 
i6g6, Sef>t$mb$r 21^ the fame Vault iiiwbich Kyi§C6ari»i 1< wtf 
hmtd, wa» opened, to lay in' a StiU-boin Child of the then trio; 
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The Earl of Sbaftshury after thirteen Month's Con- 16778. 
finement in the l^ower^ was at laft difcharged. But j?5jjf^ 
not till he had begged Pardon on his Knees at the Bar bory d^- 
of the Lord's I^oufe» as well for his Fault, as his Ob- €hi^g$i* 
ftinacy in not acknowledging it *. 

While fo much Time was fpent in Eftgland in De- ^^^^ 
liberations about War, the King of France taking the tlk$mh 
Field towards the End of February^ made himfelf tb^ 
Mafter of Ghent and Ipres in the Month of Marcbj French, 
and then put his Forces into Quarters of Refrefh* 
n^ent. Thefe Conqueftsj^ave fuch an Alarm to the 
Dutcb^ that from this TTmc they refolved upon a 
feparate Peace, though they durft not i>ublickly own 
Jt^ lacwis XIV, who well knew their Intentions^ 
and had nothing to fear from England^ began to talk 
like a Conqueror, and to form himlelf the Scheme of 
the Peace which he was willing to grant the Allies, 
and which was diflferent from that agreed on between 
Charles and the Prince of Orange, 

On the pt;her Hand, the Commons of England a- 
Iarme4.with the Progrefs of the French Arms, made 
^afte to fihilH a Bill for the railing of Money by way 
i)^iiPoIl.Tax* The 14th of March they refolved 
upon^ an Addrefs to the King to pray him to de^ 
^lare/War, ^gainft France ^ to difmifs the Ambai&dor 

ccfs of Vgnmari, now our gracious Queeo. On ihc King's Coffia 
rfie VeWct Pall was ftrong and found, and there was about the 
Coffin a Leaden Band with thh I&faiption cut through it, KIN Q 

CHARLES^ 16^^ : — When the Body of King CharUs I, 

Izj in State in the Dean*s Mall,, the Duke of Richmond had the 
Coffin opened^ and was fatisfieS thst it was tb$ Kin^s B$dy. This 
feva^l People have declared the^ knew to be true nimo were alivt* 
and then prefent» as Mr. B^nd^lfh of Nm wmdjw, and others. 

^ He had itfeemihad recourie to the Kmt'j'Bwikt whether b^ 
was brought by a H4h$4is C0rfus; but the Juoges denyed him Rq« 
drefi. This Application to an inferiour Court was foon taken no* 
tice of by the Lords, who Toted it a Breidi of Privilege, foi^ 
which the l^rl was to anfwer his Contempt at the Bar of the 
Houfe. He was accordingly broud^t to the Bar, where heofiered 
to acknowledge his afferting the Diflfolution of the Parliament to 
be aa unadyifed Adion, and to beg their Lordihfp's Pardon for his 
Oflfence in bringing his HsUss Corpus, Which being done lA » 
Form prefdAbed by the HonTe, he wasrdcafedi i 

■H4 ^ of 
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1678. nucd his Levies, whether with Intention to execute 
bis Defigns without the Afliftance of France, or in 
the Kopc of obtaining better Conditions from Lewis^ 
by terrifying him with the Apprehenfion of his join- 
ing with the Allies, which might ftill be done. By 
degrees he fpoke more gently of War, and fufficicnt- 
ly declared his Inclination for Peace. In all Appear- 
. ance he had adjufted Matters with France. 
7h$ PMr^ Affairs were in this Situation when the Parliament 
lUminf jjx^i the 23d of May J after a Prorogation of Ten 
'*''' Da^s. The King opened the Seventeenth Seflion of 

this long Parliament with the following Speech : 

. My Lqrds and Gentlemen, 

rbfXing^s yjy tbefirfi place I am refolved^ as far as I dm oMe^^ 
Sfack* J^ /5 j'ave Flanders, either by a ff^ar or a Peace^ 

which way I fee moft conducing to that End In either 

way^, I think it convenient to keep- up my Army and 
Navy at Staforfome Time ; iut I leave it to you to con-- 
ftder of Supplies for their continuance or disbanding ; and 
in either Cafe not to difcouragefo many fVorthy and Gal- 
lant Gentlemen who have offered their Lives and Servi^ 
cef to their Country^ and that in Purfuance of your. Ad- 
vice and Refolutions. I mufi tell you^ that a Branch of 
my Revenues is now expiring^ and another Part of it is 
cut off by a Claufe in the PolUBill ; that I have bor- 
rowed Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds' upon the Excife 
at your Requefl^ of all which you are tp confiier, 'That 
I have no Intentions but of Good to you and my PebplCy 
nor ever fhall ; therefore 1 defire you. will notJrive me 
into Extremies^ which mufi end ill both for you andmCy 
and ( which is worfi ) for the Nation. I defire to pre- 
vent all JOjforders and Mifchiefs that may befall by our 
"Difagreement v but in Cafe there do^ J leave it to God 
Almighty to judge who is the O€cafion.ofit. InC6njclufton^> 
1 mufi tell you that J will not for the^ future fuffer the 
old Courfe and Method of pafftitg of Ld^uds to be' changed^. 
by tacking together fereralMatwr^ in one ^ill* ^P^ 
refi-J leave to the Lprd Chancellor^ 
. '; ^ The 
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The Chancellor's Speech, as ufual, aimed to palli- 1678. 
ate all the Steps taken by the King. As he only, in 
Effeft, inlarged upon what the King had faid more 
fuccinftly. I think it necdlefs to inferr the Speech, 
which offered nothing new or important. 

The Houfe of Commons having adjourned them- 
felves for three Days, met again the 27th of Miy, 

and came to the following Refolution •« That the A Rifilm* 

*« Houfe taking into Confideration the State of ^thc ^''***/^*^ 
** Nation, and the Expencc occafioned by the Ar- ^*^*'*'' 
•* my, were humbly of Opinion^ that if his Majejly 
«* pleafed to think fit to enter into the War againji the 
** French King^ the Houfe wasy and would be always 
*' ready to affift him in that War ; but if other wife ^ they 
•* would 'proceed to the Confideration of providing for 
<* the fpeedy disbanding of the Army**^ 

The Houfe further ordered. That the Members of CmmimU 
his Majefty's Privy-Council fhould acquaint the King ^V'i^^ 
with this Vote, and to pray his fpeedy Anfwer. The ^ ' "^" 
King anfwered, " That the French King having of- Hu ^ 
" fered a Ceffation till the 27th of July^ there was /«'"'. 
** great likelihood that it would be accepted, and end 
*' in a general Peace 5 but that it was his Opinion the 
<* Army ought not to be disbanded before that 

** Time." Updn this Anfwer the Houfe voted 

" That all Forces raifed fince the 29th of September ^ v^ufir 
«* laft C except thofe tranfported to foreign PJantati- dhhMndmg 
" ons ) be forthwith paid off and disbanded, and '^' Army. 
** that they would confider of a Supply for that Pur- 
" pofe. '* Accordingly the 4th of June^ the Houfe 
voted Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds for the dif- 
banding of the Army by the End of the Month, and 
the next Day they voted the fame Sum towards de- 
fraying the Expences of the Fleet. 

Upon thefe Votes the King, by a Meflage, told 4 M$JfMgg 
the Houfe that his Mind was ftill the fame, that the-fl?^ ^^ 
Army and Fleet ought to be kept up till the expe£led '*^' 
Peace fhould be concluded ; and he further recom- 
mended to their Confideration — *' Whether it were 
" not difhpnourable for him to recall his Forces in 

" Flanders 
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•^j«. ^« Pldnders frcMn thofe Tdwns iHiich he had taken in- 
•' to his Protcftion> before ch^y could pi^ovide them- 
** ftlves of other Succouts.*' Upon this Confidera- 
tion the Commons extended the Time, as to the For- 
ces in Flanders^ to the '27 th Day ofjuiy. 
"ji VMf The 15th of June the Houfe rtfolved, that *« af- 
^Mt w cc jcp xht "ituefday follov^ing, Ito Motion Ihould bd 
m!y'J^ini " ^^^^ '^^ ^y ^^^ Supply of Money, till after the 
^kSijfom. *^ next Recefs*'* As hitherto the Houfe had expe^ 
rienced that the King only amufed them, and aimed 
to get the Money before he politively declared his 
Intention, they now refolved to put him under a 
Necefficy of declaring, within Three Days, for fear 
of being ftill amufed by him till the Qpportunicy 
lAitht was loft. Aqcordingly, on that very ^uefday tbe 
^^H^'r ^^"S ^^^^ to the Houfe of Peers, and fending for 
^£tk,l!' the Commons, told both Houfes, «* That the Peace 
p$M9f ^^ between Prance, Spain^ and Holland^ Was in Effe£| 
f^me- «« concluded, and that he could not excufe himfelf 
*^** •* from being a Guarantee of it. That Spain had 
'* wrote Word, ^bat unle/s England bore the Charge 
*' of maintaining Flanders, even after the Peace, they 
*• would not . he in a Condition to fupport it long4 
'^mAuis " Therefore to that End it was neceflary to keep 
mney. «c up the Navy at Sea ; and not only 10, but to 
*' give the World fome Aflfurance ot being Well u- 
** nited at Home : That though the Houfe of Com^ 
*^ mom might think fuch a Piece as ill a Bargain as 
'* a War, becaule it would coft them Money, yet if 
•' they ferioudy confidefed that Flanders had been 
«^ loft, and perhaps by this Time, he believed they 
*' would give much greater Sums than, that would 
*' cofti rather than the fingle Town ofOftend fhould 
*' be in French Hands, and Forty of their Men of 
*' War in fo good a Haven, over-againft the Ri- 
" ver*s Mouth. '* Then he infmuated to them- 
•' That they could not but be pleafed to underftand 
*' the Reputation England had gained .Abroad, by 
*' having in Forty Days raifed sin Army of Thirty 
u Thpufand Mcnt and prepared a Navy of Ninety 

« Mem 
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" Men of Wat; therefore, if they defJrcd to keep 167 S. 

*' up the Honour of the Crown at Home, and look 

•' to the Safety of the Ballance of Affairs Abroad j 

*' if they defired he (hould pafs any Part of his Life 

•' in Quiet, and all the reft in Confidence and Kind^ 

*' nefs with them, and other future Parliamcrits, 

" they muft find a Way not only to fettle for his Jni mm 

" Life his Revenue as at Cbriftmas laft, but alfo to «*^«««<- 

*« add a new Fund ot Three Hundred Thoufand 2^^'' 

" Pounds per Annum^ upon which he would pafs an 

" Adfc to fettle Fifty Thoufand Pounds upon the 

*' Navy and Ordnance ; and (hould be likewife rca- 

" dy to Confent to all fuch Laws as they fhould 

" propofc for the good ot the Nation. '* He laftly 

reminded them, *' to enable him "to keep his Word 

" with the Prince of Orange in the Paynieht of his 

" Niece*s Portion, which was Forty Thoufand 

*• Pounds ; the firft Payment being now due and 

•* demanded by him/* 

Would not any one think, who reads this Speech, 
that the King had hitherto kept the Ballance of Eu- 
rope in a perfeft Equality, and upon that had right 
to demand Money to enable him to prefer ve it ? 
Would not one think that he had done the Nation 
fome important Service, which required, in acknow«* 
ledgement, a yearly Augmentation to his Revenue of 
Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds ? But the Com* 
mons were fo ufed to fuch Speeches, that they left no 
great Impreffion behind them. If their Diftruft of 
the King had been hitherto great, it may with Aflu- 
ranee be faid, that it was increafed when they faw a 
Peace concluded, which, in Effedl, diminifhed no- 
thing of the great Power of Frame^ but kft Europe 
ftill expofed to the Mercy of that Crown, The 
World was convinced that it was in the King's Pow- 
er to have procured a more advantagious Peace, 
but that he never fo much as defired it- After this 
it is not ftxange that his ftrift Union with France was 
fufpefted to conceal Defigns which were not for the 
Benefit of the Nation. Therefore, when the Houfe 

4 <>f 
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1678. of Commom came to debate on the Additional Re- 
venue demanded by the King, it was unanimoufly re- 
jeftcd. Moreover the Houfe refufed to give a Com- 
penfation for the Lofs fuftained by the King in the 
Prohibition of French Commodities. And the Lords 
having paffcd the Bill for disbanding the Army, 
with an Enlargement of the Time perfixed for one 
Month longer, the Commons ablblutely refufed their 
Confent to the Amendment. 

The King perceiving by this, what he was to cx- 
ped from the Commons^ came to the Parliament the 
15th of 7»/y, and gave the Royal Affent to fevcral 
Bills^ of which thefe were the Principal. 
'ABsfaf- I, An Aa for granting a Supply of fix Hundred 
/frf. Thoufand Pounds for disbanding the Army and other 

ufcs therein mentioned. 2. An A51 for granting an 
additional Duty to his Majefty upon Wines for three 
Years. 3. An ASl for burying in Woojlen. This 
A£ij which is ftill in force, is greatly ferviceablc to 
the Flannel Manufafture, and confequently makes a 
great Confumption of Wool. 
ibe Var- Thefe ASis paflTed, the Chancellor acquainted the 
hamtnt Houfcs, that the King thought proper to prorogue 
tforointd^ them to the firft of Auiujl, and to keep them in Call 
by (hort Prorogations till towards Winter, unlcfs 
there was Occafion for their aflembling fooner. Thus 
ended the fcventeenth Sefljon of this Parliament. And 
thus likewife England faw herfelf engaged in an Ex- 
pence of Six Hundred Thoufand Pounds to pay an 
Army and Fleet, which affuredly had not been pre- 
pared with Defign to make War with France^ or for 
the Security of England. 
A Diffi' While the Parliament was fitting, the States^Gene- 
€ultyftArt' ^^i feeing that nothing was to be hoped for from Bni- 
l/si^T-^ land, negotiated a Peace with ir^«^<?, both for them- 
vMCM4thm felvcs and Spainy with regard to the Netherlands. A" 
•f/omt Things being at laft adjufted, and the King of France 
^kTinch having engaged himfelf to furrender back to the^;^^ 
^'-^'niards, Ghent, Aetb, Charleroy, Oudenard, Courtra), 

.and Limburg^ the States gave Orders to their Pkn'* 

potenciarics 
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nipotcntiarics at Nimeguen to fign the Peace the laft i*??^ 
Day of June. The World was in Expeftation of 
hearing that the Peace was figned that Day. But as 
the Time for this Reftitutlon had been negle&cd to 
be fixed- ( the Spaniards and Dutch relying on its be- 
ing made immediately after the Exchange of the Ra- 
tifications) it came into the Head of the Spanijh Am- , 
baflador to ask thofe of France^ the Day before, 
when they would rcfl:ore the Towns. To this the 
French Ambafladors pdfitively anfwered, that it would 
not be till after the Reftitution of the Towns taken 
fi"om the King of Sweden by the Allies in the North. 
This unforefeen Pretenfion gave a ftop to the Signing 
of the Peace, and the Dutch Plenipotentiaries re- 
ceived exprefs Orders from their Mafters not to fign 
unlefs France would engage to reftore the fix Places 
immediately after the Exchange of the Ratifications. 
But the French flood their Ground, and appeared re- * 
folute to continue the "War, unlefs Satisfadion was 
given to the Swedes. 

Charles being informed of this new Difficulty, and ^l^agui 
told moreover by the French Ambaflador, that it was ^^' ^^ 
his Mailer's Intention not to evacuate the Towns in chwTes 
FlanderSy difpatched immediately Sir Wtlliam Temple and tk% 
to. Holiandy with full Power to fign a League with ^^^^^h 
the SiateSj by which both Parties ftiould be mutually 
bound to continue the War for the obliging the 
French to furrender the fix Towns within a certain 
Time. This Le^ue was adually concluded and 
figned the 26th of Jul yy to the great Satisfaction of 
the Prince of Orange^ and thofe who thought the 
Peace was too difadvantagious. 

The Readinefs with which this Refolution was ta- 
ken by the King, very much furprized thofe who* 
from his former Behaviour had no great Opinion of 
bis Sincerity, But when it was feen that the League 
was concluded, and that France continued obftinate, 
it was then hoped that the War would be renewed 
with greater Vigour than ever, and that England 
would incline the Balance to the Side of the Allies. 

Vox. XIV, I Jt 
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^678. It IS difficult to guefs at the Motive of this vigorous 
Refolution in the King. Some have believed that he 
was offended with the little Account made of his Me- 
diation by France^ in raifing fuch a Difficulty on pur- 
pofe to leflcn the Merit of it. Others have, thought 
that he forefaw France would at laft comply notwith- 
Handing her prefent Firmnefs, and that he had a 
Mind to acquire himfelf a Reputation for this Vigour 
amongft hisSubjefts, who till then ftrongly fufpeded 
him of having too clofe a Fricndfhip with that 
Crown. Others again have judged, that this Refolu- 
tion was taken by him in the View of drawing a large 
iSuni from the Parliament, as he had no doubt of his 
being able at laft to procure a Peace. 
Oiarles However this be, it appeared ihortly after, that 
^he^M^*^^' he repented of what he had done, and was afraid that 
furis If ^^^ League concluded by him might renew the War. 
ihe Starts. At the Time that they were making Preparations in 
Holland to improve this happy Conjundure, to break 
off the Negotiation with France^ and to rife in their 
Demands, one Du Crosy an Agent of Sweden at Lon- 
don, brought an exprefs Order from the King for Sir 
William Temple^ to repair immediately to Nimeguen^ 
and ufe his utmoft Endeavours to bring the Plenipo- 
tcntiarics of Sweden to confent to the Evacuation of 
the fix Places within a limited Time. The King 
ordered him likewife to aflure them, that after the 
Peace he would do what he could to have the Pla* 
ces taken from their Mafter reftored to him. It was 
not difficult for Sir William temple to infer from 
hence, that the King had no Inclination to go to War 
with France. But he was more fully convinced when 
he was informed from Penfioner Fagel^ that Du,Cro5 
Jbad been with the States Deputies, and acquainted 
them with the Order he had brought ; to which he 
had added, that the Terms of the Peace were abfo* 
lutely agreed between the Kings of France and Eng- 
land, And that from certain Expreffions which he 
he heard the King let fall, he inferred that it would be 
a vain Attempt to lay hold of this Conjuncture to 

prevent 
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prevent it. As Sir William and the Pcnfioner could not «^78* 
doubt but that Du Cros was fent by the King, they 
gathered from this, either that the King had changed 
his Mind, or was never in earneft for a War with 
France. This obliged the States^ inftead of forming 
new Schemes for Peace, to fit down contented with 
the old one ; refolved neverthelefs not to fign the 
Treaty till the Reftitution of the fix Towns was af- 
fured within fuch a Time *. 

After the League had been concluded at the Hague^ 
the King of France, to whom it was communicated, 
had employed all poflible Artifices to defer the Affair 
of the Evacuation, and to bring it to a Negotiation, 
with an Offer to treat of it, eithv at St. ^intin or 
Ghent.. On the contrary, the States had exprefsly 
orcjprcd their Ambaffadors to break off the Negotia- 
tion, if the Peace was not figned by fuch a Day, with 
the Article of the Evacuation of the Towns in a limited 
Time, Sir William Temple could not reach Nimeguen 
till three Days before that which had been fixed by 
the States. On his Arrival he found very little Dif- 
pofition on either Side towards figning the Peace ; the 
French and Dutch appeared equally inflexible,^ and the 
latter would not hear a Word either of any Nego* 
tionor Delay. At laft the critical Day, the nth 
of Auguft came, which had been fixed by the Treaty 
concluded at the Hague, when the French Ambaffa- 
dors departed from their Pretenfions, and the Peace ihiPisci 
was figned juft as the Clock ftruck Twelve at Night, figmd. 
This gave France the dcfired Satisfaftion of making 
a feparate Peace with Holland, which was immediately 
followed with one between France and Spdn^ and 
fomc Months after with all the Confederate Powers, 
except the Duke of Lorrainy who could never ob- 



• This Afikir of Du Cres was tranfaftcd it feeras, in the Dutch- 
cfs of P0rtfmMtk*% Lodgings, where the Orders were difpatcbed 
one Morniiigi by th0 Intervention of the trench AmbaiTador B«- 
rilkm* 

Vot. XIV. Iz tab 
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1678. tain his Rc-cftabliftitnent. It may be affirmed with 
great Truth, that it was the King of England"^ Fault 
alone that Europe had not a more advantagious Peace, 
lince the Parliament was ready to grant plentifully all 
the neceflary Supplies, would Charles have afted a- 
greeably either to the Interefts of Europe in general, . 
or of England in particular. This Conduft can only^ 
be ^fcribed to his Paffion for executing his darling 
Scheme of rendering himfelf abfolute^ and introduce* 
ing the Popijh Religion in England. 
Blnkadi The League concluded between England and Hoi- 
#/Mons. land, the 26th of July, had, as I faid, fixed the nth 
of Juguji for the Day of figning the Peace. In this 
Interval the King of France had by his^eneral thb 
Duke of Luxemburg blocked up Mons. All his Ar- 
tifices to have the AflTair of the Evacuation brought^ 
to a Negotiation, only tended to gain Time for iStx- 
emhurg to become Matter of Mens before the Peace 
was figned. But the Dutch being bent to enter into 
no Treaty upon that Subjedt, the French General bad 
not Time to make any great Progrefs before the 
Place, Ih the mean Time the Prince of Orange be- 
ing well informed that the Peace was upon the Point 
of figning, and defirous to diftinguifti himfelf by 
fome great Aflion, he marched diredtly to the Duke ' 
of Luxemburg^ came upon him unawares, and gave 
jUittU of him a confidcrable Check *• This Battle, called af- 
5/.Dennis.terwards the Baule of St. Denys^ being fought the 
14th of Auguji, three Days after the Peace was figned, 
gave Occafion to various Opinions concerning this 
Aftion of the Prince of Orange. Some faid that he 
knew nothing of the Peace b?ing figned. Others 
pretend that an Exprefs had brought him the News } 

but 



* The Prince ofOrangt in thisBatde was in great Danger of 
being loft, had not Monfieur Ovirkirk came to his Relief and kil- 
led a French Captain that Was jaft going to (hoot him in the Head. 
The Duke of Monmouth^ with fome Enilijh and S€0$chRtgmcnth 
was in that Battle. Upon Newk of the Peace nest Day, the Dole 
of Uixtmhurgt with a great Compliment defiled an Interview with 
the Prince, and diey met iji the Field. 
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. but as this Exprefs was not fent by the States^ he was ^^7^- 
at Liberty to make ufe of the Advantage which offer- / 

ed. However it be, this was the Jaft Aftion of a 
War which had lafted fix Years, and with fuch fatal 
Succefs to Holland at firft, that the Rcpublick faw 
it felf on the brink of Deftruftion. 

We are now come to tlie Dilcovery of the famous ohfirvM- 
Confpiracy known in En^and by the Name of the J^Tpo'fc 
Popijb Plot^ which makes one of the principal Pe- piot. ^^ 
riods of this Reign ; and has exercifed fo many Wits, 
fome in fupporting its Reality, others in expofing 
theFalfity of it. What I have been faying is fufli- 
cicnt to demonftrate the Impoflibility for any Hifto- 
rian whatever, to pleafe two forts of Men, whofc 
Sentiments arc diametrically oppofite, who have al- 
ready refolved, and who from Prejudice, Religion, 
Paffion, and Party-Intereft are difpofed to bclieye or 
I disbelieve the Popijh Plot. It fignifies little to the 
\ Hiftorian to be impartial if his Readers arc not fo 
i too. The Sequel of this Hiftory engages me to 
fpeak of this famous Confpiracy, on which depended 
all the fucceeding Events of this Reign. It may well 
be judged that I do not expedt to fatisfy all the 
World, this I take to be an impoflible Thing. What 
therefore I projjofe is, the laying before the Reader 
the Confpiracy itfelf, whether true or falfe, the Rea- 
fons and Proofs produced in Maintenance of its Rea- 
lity or Falfehood, and the having the inward Satis* 
faftion of delivering nothing hut what I believe to 
be true. 

But before I proceed to the Particulars, it is ab* 
folutely neceffary to clear fomc Ambiguities which I 
have obfcrvcd in the Writers on both Sides, in order 
to put my Reader the more upon his Guard. 

I. The Word Plot in Englijhy and Confpiracy in 
French^ are always taken in a bad Senfc. Their Ge* 
neral Signification is a Deftgny but an unlav^ul Defign 
to attempt fomething unla\irful againft the Perlon of 
die King or his Minillers, againlt the Confiitution of . 
the Goyernmen(a againft the eftabli/hed Religion. la 

I 3 • ihort, • 
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1678. an arbitrary and defpotick Government, as may be 

iecn by the Examples of Edward 11^ Richard II, 

James I, and Charles I. Now a Man may refufe to 

call fuch a Defign a Plot if he pleafes, provided he 

does but own the Reality of the Thing. 

4. Laftly, before we come to the Plot it felf, it is 
proper to obfcrvc that there are three Opinions con- 
cerning the Reality or Falfehood of it. The firft is 
of thofe who believe it true in all its Branches and 
Circumftances. The fecond, of thofe who believe it 
abfolutely falfe, and invented on purpofe to exafpe- 
rate the People, againft the King and the Duke of 
Tork, The TJnird, of thofe who believe it true with 
regard to thp Defign of rendering the King abfolute, 
and altering Religion ; but doubtful in that Branch 
of it relating to the killing of the King, and who af- 
ter duly weigljing the Pro and Qon^ think they ought 
to fufpcnd their Judgement in this- Particular. I 
thought it nej^ary to arm my Readers with thefe 
few Obfervations againft the Prejudices which they 
may have received from the Reading of other Hifto- 
tians, who make no Scruple todifguife, to mutilate, 
or filently paft over Fads difadvantagious to their O- 
pinion -, to i'niift and lay great ftrefs upon others 5 to 
mfert in their Relations many Stories admitted by 
their Party, but fupported with no Authority ; to 
infinuate abundance of Things that have no Foun- 
dation, but their own Prejudices ; in a Word, to fup- 
pofe continually what they have undertaken to prove. 
Such Difingenuity as this would be too evident in a 
/ormal Difputation, but is eafily foifted into a conti- 
nued Narrative, wherethe Writer inferts every Thing 
that he believes to his Purpofe. 
Tongue The '12th of y^ugufi^ (the Day after the figning 
thl^^lttt the Treaty of Nimeguen ) Dodor Ezrael Tongue^ a 
titKini-^ London Divine, applied himfclf to one Kirf;by ♦, who 
had fpme Intcreft at Court, to 4efire the King might 
be acquainted, that he had an Information to lay be- 
fore 

J A ClymiJI that was fomctii»cs in the King's Lahant^y^. 
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fore him of a Plot carrying on againft his Perfon. »^7*- 
Kirkby took the Opportunity of the King's walking 
in St. Jameses Park the very next Day, to difcharge 
his Commiflion, and was ordered by the King to 
bring Tongue before him at eight that Evening. Tongue 
was at Whitehall at the appointed Hour, and put 
into the King's Hand a Writing or Narrative, which, 
in Forty-three Articles, contained the Particulars of 
a Plot. The King after a negligent Perufal of it, 
told Tongue thaT"he was going to Wtndfor the next 
Day, but would put the Paper into the Hands of the 
Lord-Treafureir Danby^ on whom he ordered him to 
wait the next Morning. 

Accordingly on the 14th of Juguft^ Tongue waited 
on the Treafurer, who asked him if the Paper left 
with the King, was an Original or Gopy. Tongue 
anfwered, that it was a Copy of a Writing which had 
been thrown into his Houfe without his Knowledge : 
But that he gueffed at the Author, becaufe there was 
a certain Perfon who had often entertained him upon 
Subje&s of the like Nature. Some Days after Tongue 
returned to the Treafurer,^ and told him that he 
knew the Perfon, who had fince put into his Hands 
another Narrative more large than the former , 
which he likewife delivered to the Treafurer. After 
the Earl had looked over the Paper, he asked Tongue 
if he knew the two Men fpoken of in the Narrative 
as the Perfons defigned to kill the King, and went by 
the Names of boneji William and Pickering. Tongue 
anfwered, that he knew them, that they walked ^e- 
quently in the Park together, and that if he could 
appoint ^ triifty Perfon to go along with him, he 
doubted not of giving him a Sight of them in a very 
fliortTime. The Treafurer asked if he knew where 
they lodged, that they might be apprehended. Tongue 
anfwered he did not, but would endeavour to inform 
himfelf. 

The Treafurer having given the King an account 
of what he had learned from Tongue^ and of the Con- 
sents of the two Narratives, prayed him at the fame 
4 . Tims 
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1678, ' Time to give Orders for a Warrant, for the ap- 
prehending of JVilliatn and Pickerings and that he 
might have Leave to inform fome other Members of 
the Council, of an Affair which concerned his Ma- 
fr*#/^- jefVy's Life, But the King would neither fuffer the 
kids $ht two Men to be apprehended, nor permit the fearl to 
riim^fif ^P^^^ of this Affair to any Pcrfon Jiving, and parti- 
' ^ cularly to the Duke of Tork. 

Some Days after, Tongue told the Lord-Treafurcr 
that he knew where boneli William and Pickering lodg- 
ed: That moreover fome of the intended AlTaffins 
were to go within two Days to Windfor ; but that he 
• would give Notice of the Time defigned for their 
Journey, that they might be arrefted upon their Ar- 
rival. But fome Time after he pretended that the 
Journey had been prevented by an Accident to one 
of their Horfes. The King from this concluded the 
whole to be a Fiftion, and though the Truth might 
eafily have been come at by apprehending the two 
Men, whofe Lodgings were known, he would never 
permit, either that they Ihould be apprehended, or 
that the Affair (hould be communicated to any one 
Member of the Council, faying. He Jhould alarm all 
England, and put Thoughts of killing him into People's 
Heads who bad no fucb Thoughts before. 

This Reafon being| as. weak as was poffible, no- 
thing elfe is to be inferred from the King's Conduft, 
but that he either believed not the Plot, or had fome 
Intereft to ftiow that he did not believe it. 
lF§flid Three Days after Tongue wrote to the Earl of Danhy, 
Litters di^ that a Packet of Letters was to go to the Poft- 
£ldii)g- ^^"^® ^^ fVindfor, direded to one Beddingfield a 
field, « Prieft *. The Pacquet came indeed, and Beddingfield 
^^pijh after reading it, carried it to the Duke of Torky tel- 
/rif^. ling him. He feared fome III was intended him by the 
faid P acquets becaufe the Letters therein feemed to be of 
a dangerous Nature^ and that he was fure they were not 
the Hand^fVriting of the Perfdn$ whofe Names werefub- 

Jcribed 

?- The Duke of Turk's Confcflbr. 
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fcribtd to the letters. The King being confirmed 1678* 
more and more in the" belief that there was nothing 
real in the pretended Plot, fccmed refolved not to 
permit the Papers or Informations received from 
umgue to be produced. But the Duke of Tork was 
fo very camcft to have -the Letters dircftcd to Bed^' 
dingfield, examined by the Council, that the King at 
laft confentcd, and at the fame Time the Treafurer 
declared the Information received from Tongue^ and 
fo the Affair became Publick, 

I have hitherto made no mention of the famous 
ST/Zi/j Qates^ the principal JSor in this Play^ becaufe 
having refolved to advance nothing my felf but what 
I believe to be exaftly true, I thought it not incum* 
bent on me to adopt every Thing faid concerning him,^ 
and his fecret Conferences with Doftor Tongue^ of 
which not one Voucher is produced. Neverthelefe i 
think my felf obliged to give here in brief, what has 
been advanced by others, though with no other Cer- 
tainty than their own Teftimony. 

** ^iius Oates was the Son of a Ribband- Weaver, Aeeount^f 
•* who afterwards turning Anabaptift-Preachcr, and J^^^ 
** being Chaplain to a Regiment of CromwelN^l^^j^ 
•* Forces in Scotland^ was there clapt up in Prifon p, ^44/ 
•* upon Overtones Plot againft that Ufurper ; but 
•* having the Fortune to efcapc upon the King*s Re- 
•^ ftoration, he conformed to the Church, and got . 
" the Living of Hafiir^s in Suffix ; where he conti-' 
** nued till he thought fit to return again to his for* 
^^ mer jinabaptiftical Station. This Son of his had 
•* his firft Education in Mercbant-Taykr^s School in 
** London^ and next in the Univerfity of Cambridge^- 
** where he was Student in two Colleges, Caius^s and 
*< St. 7^^^^ and where he left no Reputation behind 
^^ him for his Parts or Learning ; though he feemed 
*^ diflinguifiied for a tenacipus Memory, a plodding 
<^ Induftry* and an unparallelled Afiiirance, befides 
^^ a particular canting Way that appeared in his Aca- 
^ dcmical Exercifcn* Removing tromcbeoce he dipt , 
:. ^ *« into 
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1678, « into Orders^ and for a while officiated as Curate 
*« forjiis Father; after which he enjoyed a ftnall Vi- 
«* carage in Kenty from whence he removed to atno- 
♦♦ ther in SuJfeXy and after that for fome time got ih- 
*« to the Duke of Norfolk^s Family, when he parti- 
*• cularly fidcd with the Socinians at London ; fo that 
** he became very uncertain as to his Principles and 
*' Religion, and infamous as to his Morals. In the 
*« laft Year, 1677, being/abandoned and dcftitute 
** of common Neccflarics, he fell into the Acquain- 
** tance of Dr. Ezrael Tongue^ a City Divine, a Man 
*« of Letters, and a prolifick Head» filled with all 
•* the Romijb Plots and Confpiracies fince the Refor- 
«* mation. This Man was remarkable for his Parts 
<« and great Reading, but of a rcftlefs and bumou- 
«< rous Temper, full of Variety of Projefts, and 
*' fcarce ever without a Pen in his Hand, and a 
«• Plot in his Head. At firft he feemcd to entertain 
«' Oates out of Charity,who then went by the Name of 
*« Amhrofe\ and complaining that he knew. not where 
*« to get Bread, the Do6tor took him to his Houfc, 
«« gave him Cloaths, Lodging and Diet,' and told 
<* him he would put him in aWay. After which, find- 
«< ing him a bold Undertaker, he perfuaded hirp to 
«« infinuate himfelf among the Papifis^ and get par- 
«< ticular Acquaintance with them : Which being ef- 
^ fcdled, he let him underftand, that there had been' 
. «* fevcral Plots in England to bring in Popery^ and ' 
<* if he would go beyond Sea amongft the J^uitSy 
^« and ftriftly obfervc their Ways, it was pofliblc 
«* there might be one at prcfcnt ; and if he could 
«« make that out, it would be Preferment for ever : 
** But however, if he could get dieir Names, and 
«* fome Informations from the Papifisj k would be 
«♦ eafy to rouze People with the Fears of Po;pery.** 

Purfuant to this Advice Oates reconciled himfelf to 
the Church of Romej and moreover, according to 
fome, entered into the Society of the Jefuits. In April 
1677, hewasfent tQ Vallamidia Sp^iH, where he 

ircmained 
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remained fix Months, and then returned to England. '^7*» 
After a Month's Stay he was fent to St. Omer^s^ the 
Englijh Seminary, for farther Difcoveries. In fhort, 
towards the End of June^ in the fame Year, he came 
back into England^ and repaired to his Friend Tongue^ 
furniftied with Materials picked up at St. Omef's, Out 
of thefe Materials ^ongueznd Oates^ at feveral Con- 
ferences together either at London or in a hired Houfe 
at Lanibeth *, framed the Papers or Narratives deli- 
vered by Tongue to the King and the Lord-Tfea- 
furcr Bahbjy as Copies of what Oates had written 
with his own Hand. 

I omit a great many Circumftances of what is faid 
to pafs between Tongue and Oates^ which fcem to fup- 
pofe eithir that there was fome Third Perfon who 
related all thefe Particulars, or elfe that One of the 
Two difcovered the whole before his Death. ' The 
Intent of his Recital is, as may eafily be feen, to 
perfuade the World that Tongue and Oates were the 
Inventors of this Plot which made fo much Noife 
afterwards, and never exifted but in their Brains. It 
muft be owned that were this Recital well proved, 
it would be a fufficient Evidence that the Plot difco- 
vered by Oates was all a Fi6lion. In it we fee Tongue 
a Diviney who (having a prolifick Hea^d filled with 
afl the Romijh Plots and Confpiracies fince the Re- 
formation ) fancies it is poffible there may bd one at 
prefenr. He perfuades Oates to infinuate himfelf a- 
mong the Pkpijis, turn Catboltcky and be entered into 
tne Society of the JefuUs^ ^n order to have Oppor- 
tunity to make Difcoveries. Oates complies, returns 
from St. Omer^Sj full freighted with Materials, out of . 
which thefe two Men draw up a Narrative of a horrid 
Plot againft the Perfon of the King, the Government, 
and the Proteftant Religion, and fongue undertakes to 
deliver it to the King. If all this be true, there is 
need of no other Proofs, this alone is fufficient to 

demonftratc 

* One lAmh$rt\ Houfe at F^xball, ailed afctrwards the P/p/- 

U0Mfi. 
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»^7^ demonftrate that the Plot was all a Sham and Fi6lion. 
And therefore if ever there is Reafon to give the Rea* 
ders fome Certainty of what is advanced in fo parti*^ 
cuiar and circumftantial a Manner, it mud be in fuch 
Cafes as this, which alone determines the Point 
in Queftion. But I muft warn the Readej: that thofe 
whonave advanced thefe Fafts have not vouchfafed 
to give the leaft Proof thereof. They do not fay, 
that they were received from fuch or fuch Pcrfons 
then living. They cite no Authors who were before 
them, nor, in (hort, produce one Voucher of what 
they advance concerning Fafts, which naturally could 
not come to their Knowledge but by fome extraor- 
dinary Means. This Plot is a Defign managed be- 
tween Tongue and OaUs alone, without the Interven- 
tion of any Third Perfon. It is certain that neither 
Oates nor Tongue revealed thefe pretendjed Particulars 
before their Death, or ever retraced their Informa- 
tions. It is therefore but reafonable to put thofe 
who have reported their fecret Conferences with fuch 
particular Circumftances, upon producing fome Au- 
thority in Maintenance of what they have advanced. 

Here is the Subftance of the Writing delivered by 
Tongue into the King's Hands, in form of a Depofi- 
tion. It was Tuus Oates that was the Speaker, though 
he had not figned it, and though it appeared without 
his Name. 

7h 5«^ «* That in Jpril 1677, the faid. Deponent was cm-* 

T* Oatcs'i " P'oycd by Strange^ the then Provincial, Fenwick^ 

isarra^^ ^^ Harcourt^ and other Jefuits, in London^ to carry 

iivB. ** their Letters to one Father Suinam an /r^ Jef^it^ 

Fchard, «c ^^ Madrid in Spain: That in his Journey he broke 

P-94S- tc Qpgp jhg fjjid Letters, and found therein an Ac- 

" count given of what Jefuits they had fcnt into 

•' Scotland to encourage the Presbyterians to rebel 5 

** and that they feared not Succels in their Defigns^ 

** by Reafon of the King's being fo addifted to his 

*' Pleafures, and their Intereft in the Duke of Zork^ 

*« &c. That he faw fcvcral Students fent out of Engs^ . 

4 ♦? land 
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«« land to Valladolidy who wei^c obliged bjr the Jcfuits ^^7^ 

«* of the College to renounde their Allegiance to his 

«« Majefty of Great-Britainy and that xmt Armftrongy 

«« in a Sermon to the Students there, did with moft 

«* falfe and black-mouthed Scandals reprefent his faid 

«' Majefty, ufing fuch irreverent, bafe Expreffions^ 

" as no good Subjcft could repeat without Horrour ; 

** with feveral other traiterous Words and Correfpon- 

«' dencies which he there dikovered. Being returned 

<* to England^ where he made farther Difcoveries ; 

<« about the Beginning of December j the faid Dcpo- 

** nent was fent with another treafonable Letter, 

" written by Strange and feveral other Jcfuits, to St. 

«* Omer^Sj wherein was exprefsly mentioned their De- 

" figti to Stab or Poyfon the King •, and that they had 

*• received Ten Thoufand Pounds from la Cbaife^ 

** which was in the Hands of one /iT^yr/Zy a Goldfmith 

" in London. There was likewife inclofed a Letter 

•* of Thanks to Father la Chaife^ which the Depo- 

•« nent carried to him from St. Omer's to Paris. Du- 

** ring this his Journey, and being abroad, he faw 

*' and read many other Letters, all tending to the 

*^ fame End of cutting off the King, fubverting the 

*« prefent Government of England^ and reftoring the 

•* Romijh Religion ; and they were fo confident as in 

*' fom.e of them to fay. That bh Majefty of England 

" wasfo pojfejfed of their Fidelity^ that if any Male- 

'* contents amongft them Jhould not prove true , but offer 

*' to dijlover, he would never believe them. " . 

But one of the principal Things he tells us in this 
Narrative was, 'V That /ipril 1678, he came over 
*' from St. Omer^s with more Jefuits^ to the grand 
" Confult iw^hich was held the 24th of that Month, , 
** by about Fifty JefuitSy at the White-Horfr Tavern 
" in the Strand^ where they met and plotted their 
•* Defigns for their Society : From whence they dif- 
** perfed into feveral Clubs, five or fix in a Com- 
" pany, where they figned a Refolve for the Heath of 
** the Kingy with the Manner how it was to be done^ 
!* which the Deponent, as a Mcffengcr, carried fr<bm 

"one 
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itf?^. ** one Company to another to be Hgned. Very 
*' Ihordy after he returned to St. Omer^s^ and towards 
«' the End of Juneczmc back to England \ where he 
•' fbon became privy to the Treaty with ff^akemanto 
*' poyfon, and Honeji fVilliam and Pickering to (hoot 
•* the King ; and that he heard Keins a yefuit preach 
•' a Sermon to Twelve Perfons of Quality in Dif- 
1' guife ; wherein he afferted, TbatProteftant and 
*• other heretical Princes were ipfo fadto depofed^ hecaufe 
** fuchj and that it was as lawful to dijiroy tbem^ as 
^ an Oliver Cromwell, or any other Ufurpery &c. *' 

Befides thefe new Difcoveries, he tells- us that he 

.learntfevcral other remarkable Particulars from themi 

as, " That the late Wars, and many other Mifchieft 

•' were brought about by them ; but more particu- 

" larly the dreadful Fire in Sixty-fix, which was prin- 

*' cipally managed by Strange the Provincial ; iii 

'' which their Society employed Eighty or Eighty- 

*' fix Men , he could not tell which , and fpent 

*' Seven Hundred Fire-balls, and, over and above 

** all their vaft Expence, They were Fourteen Thou- 

" fand Pounds Gainers by the Plunder, amongft 

*' which was k Box of Jewels, confiding of aThou- 

*' fand Carradts of Diamonds. He farther learnt 

*' that the Fire in Soutfjwark in the Year 1676, was 

** brought about by the like Means ; and though in 

*' that they were at the Expence of a' Thoufand 

** Pounds, they made a Shift to get Two Thoufand 

" clear into .their own Pockets, " 

Th Conn- Id has been feen before that this Depofition was at 
'J!fa?dt7 '^** communicated to the Council by the King's Per- 
^thhD'if^ miflion. Probably the King fo managed Matters, 
iovtr^^ that the Council took no great Notice of this Affair, 
and believed the Difcovery to be a Forgery. After 
that, the Lord-Treafurer feeing he was clear of the 
Bufinefs whenvit was imparted to the Council, he no 
longer gave Ear to Tongue^ but when he came dif 
miffed him either unheard, or with injurious Lan- 
guage. This made tongue and Oates refolve to bring 

this 
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this Affair before the Parliament. But aJ thcjr had '^7?- 
caufc to fear that the Court might find fome way to and^txci 
fupprefs this Depofition , or make it pafs for ^ uk§ m$4''^ 



Writing without Name, and uhfupported by any/«7/f* ; 
Authority, thi?y applied (o Sir JEdmonSury Godfrey a ^^T^/l^^ 
Juftice of Peace in.St. Af^^i^*«Xi?ari(h, and Oaiss tt- ffrTth^ 
<(Uired him to fwear Him \ that the Paper which he P-ir/M. 
put into his Hands contained Matters of Trcaibn^.'^'^^.^ 
and other H^h-Crimes. Godfrey was unwilling to J'^. I^^f^ 
grant their R*equeft, arid the rather, becaufe he was apply u 
not fufFcred to read the I*articulars. But at laft lipon 2^^}!^^ 
tongue's dcpofiojg upon Oath that he had himfclf com- >^;i;^^' ^^ 
lAunicatecl a Coply of the fame to the King, Oate/g 
Oath was taken, and a Certificate of it gi veil tdhim. 
This was the 6th of September. 

Sofiifrtime after the King being returned to White* Jb$ ctun^ 
bUll whether the Council had been informed of the''''^*''f 
Refolution taken by Tongue and OapeJ^ or the King fJr^s% 
feared his Negligence in an Affair which concerned ^/^ rifrt 
himfelf and the Publick m'ight be ccnfured, or from p^^* 
fomc other Motivei he refoTved to have the Suffncfs 
examined to the B6ttdm« For thispurpore, the 271^ 
of September^ fix Wfecks after the King had received 
thit 6rft Iiiforniatidn, the C^ouhcilgave Order to have 
^(wi^a^'brought before them. But Tongue not coiniing 
tiJ} the Council was rffen, the Examination was piit 
off till thfe next Day, In this Interval Tongue took 
another Copy bf 6^/^/s Depofition, and, it is pj-c- 
tended, inferred fevcral Articles which were hot in the 
firft, but not one of thdfe new Articles is fpecified. 
However that be, this was the Copy which was after* 
wards made publick under the Title ot Oale:^sNar» 
fative. This Copy being finiftied. Tongue inA Kirkhy 
carried it to Sir Edmondbury Godfrey the juftice, a|id 
Icfi: k in hisi Harids *. 

, ^. He toot two Copies more vvbich wcrclw«nco,aiidv£creof 
diifr was left with tbc Juftice. 



V^u 



^fy. • K The 



ijo The Hillary ir/ Engl and; Vol XIV. 

1678. *. The Day following the Council examined fonm 

j^rtbi'L ^"^ ^^>%, and then ordered OaUs to be called in. 

furityof After all Three were examined. Tongue and Oales Jiad 

thi /». Lodgings afligned them in IFbitehall by Order of 

jormrs. ^j^^ Council, with a good Guard for their Security, 

and a weekly Salary for their Subfiftence. Apd now 

the PrivyXbuncil, for above a Week, fate twice a 

Day on this Affair, and employed Oates as he was 

the firfl: Informer three fucceliive Days and Nights to 

find out and feize the Perfons of the Cbnfpirator$, 




' Secretary, Mr. Richard Langborn^ Thomas White- 

bread^ John Gawen^ Anthon'j "turnery William Ireland^ 
William Marjhal^ William Ramfey^ William Marjhdj 
James Corker^ Thomas Pickerings and many others 
were taken up. The Eight laft were Romijh Priefts 
- . or Jefuits. In Coleman's Houfe were found Letters 
which gave great Credit to Oates\ Teftimony , and 
win be afterwairds remembred *. 
c^njlerna- Though po Particulars of the Plot had yet been 
''^^^/'^* njade PubHck, the People were, neverthelefs, in- 
Pe0pi. f5rmed in general, that the Defign of it was 
to kiir the King, fubvert the Government, and 
change the eftablilhed Religion. The Imprifopment 
of lo great a Number of Roman Catholicks fuggefted 
that they were at lead fufpefied of having a Hand 
in it. This was fufficient to make them believed the 
f6le Authors ot the Plot. But an Accident which 
fell out a few Days afterwards fo Vivetred this Belief 
in the People's Minds, that nothing was able to Ihakc 
ThfMuf' it. This was, that Sir Edmunaburv Godfrey^ who 

dircfSir \: > ^ ^ ^' J^4 

Edmund- u4 . - . . 

baryGod^ 

bcj. • CoUmixn^ fays BurMt^ had a whole Day free to make hif 

Sfcape, if he thought he was in Danger. And he had cpnveyed 
til his Papers our of Ihe way: Only he forgot a Drawer under the 
Table, in which the Papers relating to 1674:,— 75, and part of— 76, 
were left. Had he withdrawn all his Papers nothing had appeared, 
had he left all it might hm been concludedi tha(a(Qj!rJiQ& Scaet 
lay in theffli p. 426. 
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had fwoTSx Oaiesto his Narrative, rftcr having Ixfcn '«6|8. 
miffing faur Days, was found dead in a IKtch a- 
bout a Mile out oiLtmdon^y with hi« Sw^ord thruft 
through' his Body^ ibis Gane and Glov^fi lyiiig hj 
him, iiings upon his Fingers, and Money rn his 
Bocket. The C<7n?«ef^s Ihjjueft fate up^n th^ Body, 
bvt ineetiog with fdnie Difficulties, adjourned to the 
Day {blfaiwing, when, upon the Opimons of Surge- 
«ns, they gave Up their Verdift ^* That hi wai mur- 
** dcred by certain Perfoias unknown tb the Jurofs, 
<^ and that his Deftth proceeded Diom Suffocati6n 
** and Scrangling ; and that his Sword • had be^n 
** thruft through his Body fome tiiAe after his 
^^ Death, and when he was quite told, becaufe not 
^^ the leaft Mark of Blood was ieen apon his Shirt, 
** or his Clothes, ot the Place wher^ he \^as found *\ 
Thoi^h it was nbt impc^ble that this Murder 
might have been a£):ed by^ other Hands than thofe 
of the Papi0s , they were nevetthclefs fo readily 
and publickly accufed of it, that it was notfafe to 
deny it, and the People drew from it an invincible 
Proof of the Plot, and an Affurance of the Papifts th Pa- 
being the Authors. It could Hot be conceived what ?^%*.^^*^ 
Intereft Proteftants could have in the Murder of this ^ ^^^^ 
Ferfon ; but it was obvious that Papifts might do it 
in Revenge for his having fworn Oates to his Nar- 
rative. The People were univeffally incenfed a- 
gainft them, and the Court cared not to protef): 
thetn openly. It pafled therefore for a Ctrtainty that 
the Papifts were Go^refs Murderers 5 and pofitive 
Evidence of the Faft will be met with hereafter. 
But as a few Years gave a new Face \to ArFairs, the 
Papifts^ and Friendr of the Court found Means to 
give another Turn to this Murder. Firft, they.r|ifcd 
ftrong Objeftions to invalidate the DepoHtipns x>f 
the Witneflcs. Secondly » They obferv^ t^at tlie 
Death of Sir Edmundbtfry Godfrey covtld he of bo 
great Service to them, fmct he only fwore Oates to 

f Nor St. PMm€r4i Church; . 
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i^7f - hh Narrative, and from chac' Time to his Death coii* 

?rned himfelf no farther in the Bulinefs. Thirdly, 
hey infinuated that Godfrey had murdered himfdf 
out df fear of bemg; hanged for his fo^ late Difcovery 
of kis knowledge of the Plot. Fourthljr, andwhidi 
the^ laid the great Strefs upon^ they urged that 
V Goiffej had been miirdired by Protefiants^ m order to 
throw the Odium of Us Death upon the Pafip, 
. Now as the Papifii hskd no Intereft to make known 
this Murder^ 3t is pretended that it was kept fecret 
till the Body was found, and then publilhed by thoTe 
who committed the De^, with a View of chargiif 
Papifts with it it. But though it wel-e true, that 
the whole CiVf was filled with the ktimour of Gw/- 
fnf% Murder the Day after he difappieared, it feems 
to me that the (^onfequence drawn from thence would 
not be necefiary. Thus much is certain^ that Goi- 
frej was murdered, and that the Papifts were charged 
with the Peed, as. long as the Proteftant Party pre- 
vailed ^ but that when Affairs had taken a hew Turn, 
the Court*Pa;rty did, and ftill do acctife xhe Pro- 
teftants thereof*. 

However ti^ be, the King^ who was then at New* 
markeP^ returning to London to hold the Parliament, 
ifiued out a Proclam;ition with the Promife of a Rcr 
. ward of. Five Hundred Pounds to the Difcoverer of 
, the Murderers of Sir Zdmundbury Go^rtj. But as 
xK\^ Proclamation had but little EflFed, becaufe it 
was fuggefted that the Difcoverers would be in Dan^ 
ger of an Aflaffination \ the King put out a Second, 
with an Allurance of his Prote&ion to ihofe who 
fhouW make the Difcovery. 

^ The teihops LW and Mwrm went tQ tiew tke Bocly« aa<l 

DCfides the Qrcomttanccs ^boTcmentioBed, ob(crVed that his 

Shoes were dean. A Mark roand bis Neck an Indi broad. Hit 

BrcaftuHovferb^Qiledi andhii Neck broken. Inhere were nwof 

, Drops of white Wax- Lights oo his BrecGhcs^ which he ocTei «fed 

^ Jiiinfelf. And fintt only Pcrfoiis of Quality or Priefts* nft thofc 

Lights s this made all People conclude in whofe Haada he msB 

Jia? e bee&» p. 429, . .: . 
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In dieipean time the King was exceediogly p^t* i^T^i' 
ptexed. He hid at firft ufcd all poffible Endeavours JJ'f^^ 
to. ftifle the Noife of this Confpiraqr in concealing it muuiattts 
from his very Council : But was forced at laft to ik§ ph$ 
confent to ha^ it imparted to them. A(id the Pre* ^'^'., 
cautions t^en by T^uc and Oafes^ in putting the **^* 
Depofition into the Hands of a Juftice, fiad obliged 
the Council to take Precautions likewiie for their 
own Sakes, and caufe a great many Perfons to be 
put under Arreft. The, Murder of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey happening upon this, and the whole King- 
dom being alarmed at it, there was no Poflibility 
of ftifling the Noife which had reached the mofl: - 
daiant Pirts. The King t^itrcfore refplv^ to ^^^^ rh9tif$^ 
the only Courfe l^ft hinii which wa^ to prevent, \\.$mdtM^ 
poifible, ^hi^ Affair from coming before the Parlia- .'^••''' ^^ 
rnent^ He Wjas not ignorant of the ill Terms in yf"^"*,/^ 
which he flood with the Houfe of Commons. The p jWi^* 
Tranfaftions of the laQ; Summer made him very fen- mM. 
fible that he was fHrpedted of Designs prejudicial 
b9th to Church and Scfte^ and all his Prqceedtngs* 
had. given but tpojuft Grounds for this Sufpicion*.* 
He dr^adc^ therefi?r^ vcrjr juftly the Parliament's . 
Inquiry .^ito thi^ Plot, . believing that a Care pre^ ^ 
tended for the Safety of bis Perfon, might bring 
mzxif Things to lignt which it was his Interefl to- 
have concealed. For, as \ have already remiarked, . 
tUls Plot co^taiQed Three Articles or Dengns $ name^. 
Ij, the KiUing of the King; the Subverfion of tho 
Government \ and the Change of the eflablilhed Re^ 
l^ion. In all Appearance the King believed no- 
thing of tKe firft, but he could not be ignorant of. 
the two ^ft. Nay, his yhplc Condu<3; 1??4 imade 
this fo^dear, that all thi^ Kingdom was iq a manner. 
CQqviic^f ed of it. Tp avx>id therefore fp dangerous a. 
PifcuJffibn^ he rcloiv^ to take from the Parliament 
the Examination of the Plot- For this purpofc he 
esrpre^y comnunded the Earl pf Dmiyj his prime* 
N(inifter» not to acquaint the twp Houfes with any 
\^ijig th^C hid palled through his J^aofls^ and te^ 
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3^7^* , no unknown B,errQn might ^Vf^ Accefs to his M^ 

jcfty. 

It is to be obfcrv^d that thefe Thre^ Addrcflcs were 
all founded upon the Difccvcry of the Plot, and that 
both Houfes did not confine i^ to the (ingle Defigjn of 
killing thf ^lipg, but cxprefsly added the two others, 
of fubverti^g the Government, and changing the; 
eftabUOied Religion. This is a Remark which ought 
to be carried through the whole Procefs of this Af- 
fair* For on no one Occafion did the Two Houfes 
feparate thefe Three Particulars, a fure Sign that 
they believed the Plot was no^ w^iolly confined to 
the Deftgn of killing the King, ajs fome would haVe 
it underftood- . 
^jites < The fame Day that t)\c Third Addrcfe was^rc- 
ixdminti fentcd^ that is to fay th<p 24th of O(foherj three Day/I 
iy '^' after the opfning cheSeSion^ Oales was examined in 
<.ommons. ^^^ Houfc of CommoniSix pr SeveA J|ours- After h'^ 
Examination, he was feveral Ticnej interroeated ac- 
cording to Cufiotn, fVbetbir be Ic^ew^'ny Thifig imt 
of the Plot^ or any other Perfons concerned An itj than 
'Ufhai be bad already mentipnedi to which he iblcmnly 
anfv^ercd be did not ; neyerthcleis he j^fycrwards ad- 
^«« ojr ded fevcfal Things tQ thU pepofitioA. As this is 
fiSiian -^ one of the Objedlions bfou^ht agaifift Oaies's Evi^ 
Oat'es dcnce, it will not be imgropei; to ft?(y a Moment; 
i(tmMrkeJ^ and giv^ thi(? Reader the S\jbfiance 9f what has beep 
ifppos:^' fgi]d Fro and Con. - • . . ,:, 

: Firft^ T^Jcrefore. \t is faid th?tOtf/« having bceft 
examined lipop Qath by the Houfeof Commons^ ao^ 
aflured them that he l^npw no more of the Plot, could 
net afterwarc^s bring a fr^/h Teftimony ajgainft Or 
thcr Perfoijs, yitK^ut incjurrjng the Guilt ot Perjury* 
,To give" the greater ^eign^^^^^ this Objeftioii, it is 
faid.that V v^^as j T^^wmy ^/Vrr(K%^ Whether he 
knew anjr Thing more, and thart he janfwcred.as fi*' 
femnly^^ That.lic did not.;. But th;is*Word y2/<f«i»/y .i 
only put i.n ;<>, aggravate thV Ijpip.yfa'trbn of ']?erjur)^ 
l^^dr it is ea^ ;to. percen^^ thi^t^ a Witncfs is' ncvc^, 
^g<ih \\\^ 14 ^^''V^S* ^^^A ^ts^hclr he h?f,.iny 
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pore to add, with greater Solemnity than the Quf^ i5>S. 
tions w^re put to him> upon which be has deppledL. 
It is befides replied to this Objcaipn , that th? 
Oath which Oales had taken before he was interror 
gated, properly reacheci only to the Fads which he 
was to depofe, and not at all |o the Qu^ftion aske4 
after his Depofition, Whether he knew any Thing 
more of the Plot. Wherefore the Charge of Pe rjUf 
ry falls to the Ground, unlefs it can be proved that 
}ie had a new Oath tendered him upon the laft Que& 
tion. . 

Icisanfwered in the fecond Place, that this Ol^eo- 
tion having. been made to Oates on another Occar 
fion, lie anfwcred. That having b^n Three Days 
and Three Nights without Sleep when he was exa^ 
(nined by the Comm^h and that Ej^amination having 
lafted more than Six Hours, it was by no Means 
(trange, that his Memory did not at the firft Hear- 
ing recolka every Thing which he had to fay* .1 . . 
leave it to the Reader to confider the Objedion, and 
^phe Anfwer made to it. ; v > . 

I canilot forbear obferving here onelUufion pot Annl^^m 
upon his Readers by a celebrated. Hiftorian *, in lay- ^'^^^•h- 
ing, That be began fo^ much to abound. with new Difco^ tdd!u» t0 
^eries^ thai fome began to fufpe£l bh Veracity. Tbere-^ Qj^i^s, 
fpr€y adds the.'Hiftorian, to put an End /a all fucb - ' 
Doublings^ o'ti tbe i^ft of Odober, tbe Commons re folved 



•* has already appeared to this Houfe,' this Hbufe i^ 

^ of Opinion", That there iSj and hath been a damnabU '^^"^ 



'4 



Nemine contradicente^ *•* 'I'hat upon the Evidence that ^ ^^* •f 

** iund bellijb Plot^ contrived and carried, on by Popifh 
5« Recufants^ for ajpiffinatiftgand murdering tbe King^ 
" for fubvertin^ t^ Government^ and rooting out and 
** defiroying the iProteJiant Religion ^\ . 

Befides, that this..A<jthor» ii\ making the Commons 
to bci,induced to,^this Vote by ho other Motive but 
a Dcfire of putting an End to ajjl Doubt ings of 
^tf/^i*s Veracit]^, boldly tfrikesar the Iq^cgrity of the 
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1678.. HoiJfe •, ic may be demonftratively prcf^td^^tfizx, thk 
<:oirfdnotbe theiT Motive, firtce ' the Wknifs adtfed 
nothing ta his firft Depoffti6ri in the Six Days \frbich 
paffed betwixt h« " Examinatron and' the Cotmans 
Vote. This Rcflclftion was intended by me to let my 
Reader fee with what Care and Precautidh He blight 
^ read the Hiftorians which haVe writ upOn^ the Af- 
ftiirs of thatt Timer 

This Vote 'harin|' paffed in the Hoilfe df 6*- 

^nons Nemine Cifntradicente^ they ordtrcHj *• 'fhatthis 

** Vote be communicated to.thc Lords at a Confe- 

•^* rence, and that tile Lords be- defired to join With 

^ this Houfe in* providing Remedies for the Prefer- 

'«* vatiort' of his Majefty's Perfon and Governmenr, 

^-'and the Pfot'eftant Rdigi6n'\ Two Days aftef, 

Jh' a Conference between rfie: two Houfes, ujidtf the 

Subjeft of die hSTsFote of tire Gofnmons^ this Report 

i^tz^ri* j^nas- made ^-^" The Lords have confidered'.the Vote 

€oncurto 4ti of th\i: Houfe of Cc^^ww^i communicated to tbeni 

♦« at tht Conference^, an'd^ have mod readily arfd'U- 

** nanitpoufly concurred with them in it; Nemn^ 

\ •^ C(miradicenit^\ ahd^ tfieir Lordfliips at-e* very' glad ^ 

" **- ro fee that Zeal which the Commons have Ihewed 

.^ upon this Occafion, and do' fully cbncuf \Hth 

' ^'* them,- That the'mvUfpeed'j and feriou's Confide fattord 

*< of botb Houfes are necejfury f&r Preventidh af the i/w- 

«* minent Bangers. In order whereunfd^ thdr Lord- 

** (hips have refolVed to fit itf.Ditfi/iDif/T^, Forenoon 

** and Afternoon, and defire that the Houfe of Ceww-; 

•♦ mons will do the fame ". 

A Pfi-' If this prove not the Reality of the Plot, it hdwc* 

fimfthff ycr proves that the twb-Hdufes were (!onviriced of 

^R ]^^ ^ it, fince there was not the Icalt Divifion upon this 

lifiv jp/L Article, To be able therefore to deliy that the Plot 

was real, it muft be faid; either that all the Me?m- 

.bers of both Houfts were grdfsly miftakeri, dr that 

they aftcdout of a Spirit of Prejudice and Party, td 

give Vexation to ' the Coort. Bbt^ for What' Reaforf 

could they hope to give this Vexation, if they had 

not fufpeiSed the King to have been the principal 
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I ConcriVer ^f the Doc, thobg^^ doubdsfs Hr had m i6?lt 
Himilii^'thfic Part of it i»htctv related to dar Acosmfc 

I upon his Life; and whibbi as I ha^c ^Itcadf fmA, 
was- txyly anf 'iLppemdliige «nd* CoAftquertc to thd FldC, 
on ^t ItolbWfe^ ^ott<idcr€* «idy( as futk 

The ^me £>ay that the Commons examined OMfr^ Sivirdl 
they feat- fbp th^OLdid Chief-Juftiw 5«pi?^r, '^^h© Cp»/>*r^ 
to^k hfe' Enamiriation updff Oach, and in thei Mouk j^7iii#^^7/^ 

maiiy P^ons^ whcmi' he hadfworn againil^ amongft wirifiv§ 
whom were* the Lords i^^w, Staff^i^ Arundd off^f*^ 
Wanibur^ Pet¥t^ Bdltifif, and Sir Hm*'j Tiebbonrn Ba^ ^^^^ 
ronct, alt f^fips^ who were fent to the 9&«wri and 
the reft ttf* fevfepal^ IVifons. 

TTie Kirigwa*f0^p€rfuaded of his being fufpeiSldd, 
that he thought himfel^ obliged to- feenf) equally 
convinced with the Parliiment of the Danger which 
threatened^ thfe Kingdom, Ta btnife therefore thefe 
Sa^icions, he iflued^ d^t a Proclamation in thefe 
j Wbrds: ** The Lords- and Commons halving x^k^n^ -tncUme^ 
" into- their ferious Confidcration the Biood'^ and *«» 
" Traiterous Defigns of Popijh Recufants againft his ^J[JjJ 
**- Majeffy's^ facrcd' Perfon and Government^ and the 
**• Pr(?;^<^t>»/ Religion •, therefore he commanded them 
'• aif, citceptfettted^Honfe-Keepers that would take 
•* the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy^ to depart 
•' the Cities oi London znd ff^efiminjier, and all Places 
** within Ten Miles diftamr froth the feme **. 

The Papifts accordingly departed out of London ; 
though for fo fhort a Space that in lefi than a Fort-' 
night they returned again ; whether this w2>s by Leave 
from their Leaders to take the Oaths, or that they 
well knew Ptoclamations were^ ncv^r ftridtjy exe- 
cuted. ' : ' 

Befides this« the King knowing thitt amongft his jfn^hif 
Foot and Uorfe Guards there were Numbers of Pa- reUmg t0 
pijh tod new Converts to the Rond^^ Religion, deck- Q^^rdt^ 
red in Gpuhcitand printed krt Order,, with a Promife 
of Twenty Pounds ^iri^/wg to whoever ihouJd niakd 
Dif^oVery of '^ny Officer *rSdldwr wbi« Horfe or 
^ Foot 
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1678. Foot Guard), who having taken the Oath$ of Jlkgf- . 
ame and Supremacy^ and the late T^^ h^ irnce been 
pervertad to the Romi/b Religion. 

,The Commons not fatis^ed with di«ie flight Ereaa* 
ticms, prepared a Sill to prevent the Danger i^hich 
might ariie ftom So many Pa;pifis fitting ip Farlia^e 
meht, and partieplarly in the Houfe of JCords. 

But this was only a Breparative to enable them the 
|yM>re eafily to prevent the I^^er with ^hicH Rclir 
gion was threatned» from the H^s conceived ^ by 
the Papiyfi of feeing the Duke of fork on the T'hr^p? 
atter the King his Brother^ who had no Leg^tim^t^ 
IflTuc, nor Hopes of any. This Dapger put feyeral 
Members of the Houfe of Commotfs upon the Proicft 
of a Bill for excluding the Duke of Tork from the 
Sacc<r(fiQn to the Cnown : But this w:^: not done all 
ac once. On the 4th of November a Debate i;|as faf- 
fered toarife in the Houfe for an Addrefs tp his Ma- 
jefty, that he would be pl^ea^ to rem^g^ve the Duket 
pf Tork from bis Perfon ^nd Counf^jJ^. ' RuD this Afs ^ 
fair was DUt off* titt the 8th, and afterwards to the<- 
i2»th of the Month. 

The King perceiving the Drift of the Commons^ re-» 
paired to the Parliament the 9th of November^ and 
iending for the Commons^ n^ade thb Speech^ to both 
Houfes. - ' ' 

" iW/ Lords and Gz^ATX^va^^ 

rUxhl's^y T Am fo very fcnfiblepftljegr^lit and ertraor-( 

sp$9ibt0 <t J^ dinacy Care you. have already taken^ and ftiU. 

hlmnt. *^ continue to ihow for the Safety and Prcfervaiion 

Ediard, ** of my Perfoo in thefe Times of Dan^r, that X 

p. 95 1. «^ could not fatisfy my fe)f without coming hither on 

** purpofc togiii9eydu all my mod hearty Thanks 

'*' for it. Nor do I think it enough togiv« you my 

**^^ Thanks only,, but I hold my felf obliged to kt 

** you fee/ withal i that I do as ipuch ftudy yoprP^c- 

*^ fervation tooj as I can poffibly ; and t^at I >n? ^ 

\ ready to joia Ivitb.yoU, ifl ^\ the Wm*hd Mcan^ 
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** that may cftablifli a firm Security of the Proieftant t^rfi. 
** Religion^ as your own Hcarcs can wifli : And this 
** not only during my Time, of which I iam furie 
** you have no Feat, but in future Ages, even to the 
** End of the World; And therefore I am come to 
.** afiure you, that whatfoever reaibnable Bills you 
*' Aall prcfcnt to be paflfed into Laws, to make yoii 
^' fafe in the Reign of tny Succeflbr, (fo they tend 
^^ not to Impeach the Right of Succeffion^ nor the Be- 
^* fcent of the Crown in the true Line^ and fo as they 
^* reftrain not mj Power j nor the juft Rights of any 
*« Proieftant Succejfor) (hall find from Me a ready 
** Concurrence. And I defire you withal, to think 
*« of fome effe<ftual Means for the Conviftion of Po^ 
^ pifb Recufants^ and to expedite your Counfels as 
** faft as ydu cah^ that the World may fee our Una- 
** fiimity, aiid that I may have the Opportunity of 
** ihewing you how reaay I am to do any Thing 
** tbaPmay give Comfort and Satisfaiiion to jucb duti^ 
*^ fuland h^al SubjeitsK 

During thdfe TranfaAi6n$ one Bedloe^ who took Bedloe 
ixfon him the Title of Captain Bedloe^ becaufe he had J,^^'^ 
ferved in the Low-Countries^ leaving London to go to $ki?Ui^ 
Brijiol^ writ to Secretary (Coventry from Newburjy 
that he had a great many Secrets to difcover, aw 
therefore defired that he might be arretted on his 
Arrival at Briftol^ ahd fent up to London. If I do 
not inferc here every Thing faid againft Bedloe by the 
Hiftorians, it is their Fault, becaufe they have given 
lis ^o Aijtbority for what they advance, nor do I 
think my felf Obliged to copy bliddly from Authors 
whq wrote not till forty Years after the Events, and 
have not thought proper to produce the leaft Proof 
of what they aflcrt. I fhali however fay in two 
Words, that, they fpcak of Bedloe as of the greateft 
Villain that lived. 

He was appretendedat J5ri/?^/ according to his De- 
fire, and brought up to London the 6th ot Novend^er^ 
1i?hcn the Parliament was very bufy upon the Affair 

of 
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ft^T^* of the ConTpiMcjr. He Jtad iomiediaidlf a Gtiard 

tSgned him ior his Security, and a Penfion for his 

SubfiAence, and was kdged at WhiithalL The King 

was preicnc at hU Examination faefare the two Prin- 

oipal Secretaries of State. He <!kK:lared him&lf a 

Proteftant of tiic Church of England^ but that be had 

been iediaoed to the Romifif Religion by Jefuits. He 

ia:id, ^ut be knew Sir Edniundbury Godfrey w/>; 

murtherei in Somcrfct-Houfc ; but it is pretended 

that he folemnly declared upon Oath hk Ignorance of 

the Plot then in Queftion : But as liaid, Fafts fup- 

pontd by «o Authority defer vc litde Credit*. It is 

jidded, chat the very next Day being examined bf- 

Echard. fore the Houfcoi Lords, be iboughlfii upmnevpEn- 

4:euragement^ to be more open^ and launcb ^ut inio the 

l>epfbs of fbe Pkt^ witb tf new and fupflemened E'ot- 

deme. It is eafy to perceive the Dnft of iiicfa infi- 

|t«ution$ deftitute of all Authority. 

His 'D9f9' . However this be, Bedloe declared to the Lords that 

fititnu Waljh and \e Pbaire^ two J'efuits concerned in die 

Murder of Godfrey informed him, ** That the Lord 

«' Bellafts had a Commiflion to comnwind Forces in 

*' .the Nortb^ the Earl of P^wis in Souib-f^sles, and 

^^ the Lord Arundel of fFardour had a Commiffion 

*^ from the Pope to grant Commiflions to whom he 

" plcafcd : That Cideman had been a great Agiutor 

•' in the Defign againft the King". He was asked 

il he knew Oates^ and he poGtively denied it, but 

pretended afterwards, diat he knew him by tiie Name 

irf Amhr^fe. 

The Day after the twa Houfca obtained from the 
King a Proclamacion for thiea{)prehcnding(of Waljh^ 
la Pbairej Conyers^ Simntondiy PriUhard^ and/C^^^" 
"Way I but none of them could he. fowdL 

.:•*.'' The 

- > fi«r»#if«ys»'lie declared be had only heard that Fortf Thoo- 
fend Men were ta cpme over fron> Sfttin^ who weie to meet at 
$t. 3010% as Pilgrims. But kacw nQthing of any Fleet iokrii»*cJa 
over, p. 43a, .".;.■ 
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The X2th of November y Bedloe wa^ ewm'med a fe- 1678. 

^ cond Time before xhc Hojufc of X-ords. Tb^ $¥m JY^*!*' 

of what h? (aid wajs, 'V Tl^t the Monks <fi Dm^y ^^f^*^^' 

\ ** firft told him the Defign ; and after four S^crt- 

! ** ments of Secrecy, tl«:y fent him to HanofirtA J^- 

" y«;/ in J^uke-Streety London^ who provided for him,^ 

«« and few bim to Paris. That 7i? P^^irif, Wal/hy 

«« Pritchard and Lewis ^ told l^im what Lords were 

" to govern, what Meq were to be^aifed ; pjirtieu- 

" larly Forty Thoufand to be ready in London : What 

** Succours were to be c^pedlcd, namely, Ten Thou- 

** fajid from Flanders^ Twepty or Thirty Thpyfand 

" religijdis Men ^pd Piigrimf frpm St Jag^m Spain \ 

" th^nHuli yr^* to l?e furprized 5 apcj that jqft in the 

*< critical Time that the PJot wgs difcovcrcd : That 

" le Pbatre gave him the Sacrament of Secrecy ; and 

I •' they told him who a^rid who were to be killed, and 

I " the Men that were to do the Work. Le Pbatre 

** faid further, that Conyers was my Lord Bellafis's 

** Confe0br 9 and communicated his Orders ; and 

" thatlhey were refolvcd, if any Plotters were iaken^ 

** to difpaUb tbem before they could be brought to Tryalj 

" or to burn the Prifon. That/^ Pbaire^ Pritchard^ 

*^ Lewisy KeineSy and JVaHh^ apd others had often 

** told him, that there was not a Roman Catholick 

** in Englapd of WY Quality or Credit, bqtwasac- 

" qqainted with this Defigi^ of the Papijis, and had 

" received the Sacrament from their Father Confef- 

•* fors to be Secret and Affiftant in the carrying of 

*' it on : That the Part affigned him, wa« to bring 

j •' and carry Orders and Counfels, and all other In- 

I ""telligence from one Army to another upon all 

I ** Occafions, he knowing every Part and Road of 

^ « England^ixA Wales''. 

. After this Depofition the Lords having conjured 
iedloe to Ipeak nothing but the Tru(h, he did in the 
frefence of God^ as he jhould anfwer it #1 the Ddy. of 
judgement y ajfure all to be true be bad defofid. . 
4 

The 
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1678. « before tfs^ of the imnrtinent Danger of your Ma- 
«' jelly's Perfon, the Safety whereof is above ^\ 
^^ things mofl dear, and likewife the Dangers from 
^' Pop^ Phts fa nearly threatning the Peace and 
•* Safety of totir Majcfty's Gorernnient, and the 
•* Proujlant Religi«H ^c humbly arc of Opinion, 
^^ we could not d'rfchtrge our Duty to your Majefty 
y and the whole Kingdotti, without coiitinlhting the 
** faid Sir Jofeph fVUltatnfon i and therefofe taoft 
'** humbly defirc» That he ma;f be JUfcbarged hj your 
** Majefty. And we do further moft humbly dcfirc 
your Majefty to recall all CommilBmis granted to 
all Papijls within the KhigdoAii of EffglandsiXiA In- 
^^ landj or any other of yow Majefty's Dofiiinions 
♦* and Territories. *' 

To this the King anfwercd, *^ Thait he had re- 

" leafed Mr. Secretary JVilliamfin before theu- Ad- 

** drcfs came, and promift^d to recall all his Com- 

** miffions whatfbever givea to Pafifti or reputed 

." Papifts. '» 

Had not the King concealed fome fecret Defign^ 
it cannot be denied that his Meafures were ill uken in 
granting thefc Commiffions, while the Poptjb Plot 
^ave fuch an Alarm to the Nation, and while the Par-^ 
liament was fo bufy itt the Examination of it. But 
this is a Myftery which is not yet cleared. Howe* 
ver it be, the Atiair was Carried no farther. 

^g^^g^ fitting in Parliament pafled the Houfe of Commons^ 
muh and afterwards that of the Lords, though with more 
Pri#^i4«i*,Didicalty *. The King Kkewifc publilhed a Procla* 
2^'>'^'- mation, 

♦ The Bi7/ pafTcd the Houfe of Lords with fome little Amen* 

roents and a parricular Claulc in tavoi|r of the Dnke oiYork. 

:.The greatclt S ruggic about it was chiefly in the Hcufe ot Cm- 

9»cns when it was lent back, though it was padcd there alfowith 

the faid /^Iterations. In the ncbaic S\x Jon.^thsn TreUwnj and 

Mr. ^Jh being viol nt.'y heated, and cpprobrious Words paffidg 

•between them. Six Jonathan gave AJh a Box on the Ear, which 

being iciurncd by .,j^ with a slap on the Face, they bo\h began 

to draw. Whereupon Sir Jonathan wasfent to the T9w$rt and 

- '4k 
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mation, with a Promilc of a Reward /^ any one who i^- 
JhouU difcover or apprehend a Rmifb rrieft or Jefuit. 

In the mean rime the Kin^ finding that the Commons Tk$ King 
Were in no hafte to grarit him a Supply of Money, ^^'^^»^^ 
came to 4he Parlianient, and after a Repetition of ^*"^' 
fome things deliver<^d in Kis ^rft Speech j he deli red 
them cither to grint him Money to keep up his 
Forces in Flanders; or to disband thetii. Upon this rb§ Com- 
the Commons^ who faw, not without great Uneafincfs, mons rt* 
fo formidable an Army ori Foot in fuch a Conjunc- ^jj^^^^ 
ture, refolved Nemine Contradicentey " That all the ,^^ ^'^^^^^ 
•* Forces raiffcd finte thd^ 29th of September iSyy^ 
•• /hould be disbanded : " To which Purpofe they 
prefented an Addreft to his Majefty. 

At the fame time the Commons had before them a 
Bill, For raffing a third Part of the Militia to be in 
€onJiant Arms for a Time^ which with Amendments 
was fent up to the Lords, and pafled their Houfe. 

The 36th of November the king gave the Royal 
Aflcnt to the Bill, For difabling Papijts front Jilting in 
either Houfe of Parliament ^ and Ihcwed hirftfclf vtry 
willing to recall his Forces ftbtri Flanders. But the ThiMlli^ 
Militia mi ht abfolutely rejefted, alledging, nat it '^^^f '*'' 
was to put the Militii out of bis Power ^ which thing he^^ ' ' 
would not do y no not for one Hour^ but if the Commons 
would ajfiji him with Money for that Purpofe^ he would 
take care to raife fuich a Part of the Militia, as Jhould 
fecure the Peace of the Government and his own Perfon. 
But the Parliament thought hot fit to accept his 
Offer. 

A]h puMickly reprimao^ed hy the Speaker; This Bill conliRed of a 
Tift agaioft ^op$ry^ io whch TranfubtUnriation was not only renoun- 
ced, but the Wor(I>ip of, the ^^irgm fAary and rhc Skinny as prac* 
tifed in the Church of Romt, was declared to b^ Idolatrous. 
Gummnf Btfhop of Cfy maintained the Church of Kome was not 
Idolatrous He was anUvered by. Barlow Bin^op of Linccln. 
However, Gunni^ rook the itfi,. The Duke (poke on the Claufe 
for excepting himfelf wiih Tears in his Eyes, protefling tnat 
whatever his Keligion might be, ii fliould only be a private Thing 
between God aind his own S.oiil, and no Efied of ic (hould ever 
appear in the Government. 

Vol, XIV. L2 Afrcr 
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1678. • After the King faw the Unanimity of the two 
Houfcs with regard to the Reality of the Plot, he 
thought proper to feign hkewife a Belief on his Side 
of the Dapper the Church and State were in. And 
here Father Orleans can hardly forgnre him, faying, 
That to this piflimulation was owing the Committing 
of fo much Injuftice. But the King found himfelf in 
no Condition to ftem the Torrent which ran fo high 
againft the JPapiJls^ His whole Policy was confined 
to his Endeavours to remove all Sufpicion of his ha- 
' . ving himfelf any Hand in the Plot, which he faw 
the two Houfes but too apt to beMevc. Wherefore, 
without unfeafonably affedring an indifcreet Zeal for 
a Religion which he publickly difewned, he calmly 
left the Pafifts expofed to the Refentments of the 
Parliament, for fear Oppofition ihould bring Ruin 
en himfelf. For this Reafon it was that he fuffered 
the apprehended Confpiiators to be brought to their 
Tryale. 
CflJc- Edward CcUman Secretary to the Duke of Tork 

Tf*"/ ^^^ ^'"^ brought to his Tryal, the 27th of Novem- 
'^^' her^ at the Kin^s-Bencb^diX^ before the Lord-Chief- 
Juftice Scroggs. The Witnefles produced againft him 
were Oates and Medlor. The firft depofed^ 

1 ,/ 

7he suh* <* I. That in November 1677, being brought ac- 

^Oix^/f •* quainted with the Prifoner by Mr, Keins^ then the 

Mvi^nt§ ** Deponent's Confcflbr, who lodged at the Prifo- 

agsmft .*V ncr's Houfe, he carried fome Letters from him 

Coicman. " to St, Omer*s^ in which wefb treafonable Exprcf- 

•* fions againft the King, calling him Tyrant^ Sec. 

** and a Letter in Latin enclofed to Father laCbaife^ 

•• to whom Oatcs carried it from St. Omer's ro Paris \ 

•' in which there were Thanks returned for the Ten 

:** Thoufand Pounds by him remitted to England^ 

•' for the Propagation of the Catboliik Religion, and 

** promifing it fliould be employed for no other 

** Purpofe, but for what it was fent, viz. To cut (fftU 

^' Kivg of EngJand> as appeared by the Letter of Ia 

Cbaife, 
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* Cbaife^ to which all this was an Anfwer, and which »^78. 
^* Oates faw and read. 

** 2. That Calemanwzs concerned in the DeHgn 
** of killings the King » for when, at the Jefuits great 
** Confult, on the 24tKof -^W/, which afterwards 
** divided into feveral Clubs, it was refolved, that 
** Pickering and Grove (hould take off his Majefty 
*' by (hooting, or other Means ; this Rcfolvc was 
** communicated to Coleman in Gates's hearing, at 
** Wild'boufe^ who did approve thereof, and laid i/ 
** is well eontrivedm 

•• 3, That in Auguft 1678, Coleman was prefcnt at 
** a Confult with the Jefutts and BenediSline Monks in 
•* the Savo-j, for railing a Rebellion in Ireland^ for 
*' which Forty Thoumnd Black Bills as Arms were 

• •* provided % and was very forward to have Dr« Fo^ 
•« gartb-j knt over to poyfbn the Duke of Ormorid : 
•* And at another time, being in Fenwiek*^ Chamber, 
*• Coleman faid to, him in Oates^s Hearing, Tbai be 
*^ bad found' out d way to tran/niitTwo Hundred ^bou^ 
^^ fani Founds to carry on the Rebellion in Ireland, 

" 4. That in the Month of Auguft^ Coleman knew 
" of the four Irifh Ruffians fent to kill the King at 
•* fVindfor\ and in 0^/^/s Hearing, asked Father 
" Harcourt at Wild-boufe^ Wbat Care wa^ taken for 
** tbbfe Gentlemen tbaViJoent'ldft Nigbt to Windfor ? 
** Whb replied, That Eight) Pounds was' ordered tbem^ 
" which he faw there oil the Table,' mod of it in 
** Guinea's ; and that Coleman was fo zealous that he 
•^ gave a Guinea t6 the Meflfenger who was to carry 
*' the Money, to expedite the Bufinefs. 

" 5. That in July 1678, Coleman was privy to the 
« Inftruftfons brought by /ijhby^ Reftor ofSt,Omer*Sj 

' ** from Father fVbitebread^ to impower the Conful- 
" tors to propofeTen Thoufand Pounds to Sir George 
f* fFaksman to pbyfon the King, provided Pickering 
** and Grove failed to do the Work : That Oates had 
♦• read and copied thofe Inftruftiohs, and traqfmitted 
♦* them to feveral others of the Coufpiratprs, who 
♦* vcrc gathering Contributions about the Kingdom, 
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i6if f< who would be more encouraged to. give largely, 
" both becaufe they were aflurcd the Bufinefs wovrld 
<* foon be difpatched, and that they might fee they 
f * had Afliftance from beyond Seas 5 and that Cok- 
<^ Plan was fo far from difappointifig this l^reafon, 
«« that he faid, // was too little^ and that it were^VfeU 
*« to give Ftve Thoujand Pounds more^ to make the J8«- 

, ''^ finefs fure. 

" 6. That in April 1678, (^tes faw Colevkan*^ Par 
" tent Of C0mmip[|on to be Secretary of State, from 
*' Paulus it Oliva^ General of the Society of JsfidtSj 
** by virtue; of a Brief from the Pop^, and he knew 

. *« the Hand pcrfedly well ; s^nd in Fenwick's Cham- 

f bcr he faw Coleman open it, and hpard him fay, // 
'^ 'voas Oigood E%cbange. Laft of ail Oates bein^ asked 

, ** how many came over in J^ril to the grand Con* 
?* iiilti and how many Pricfts and Jefuits had been 
*' in England at one tim^j ? Jtje faid, He eouid not eie* 
** aSly remember their, Nuiftbers^^ ^ut to bis Knofvledgi, 

. ** there ba4 been in England at the fame Ttme^ a Hun* 
'* dred and SiityfecuUr Priejls, ^igbfy Jefqits» andb^ 
** JNams upon 9 Lifi abpveTbree ffun^red. J? . _ 

Be4lQe then dfptjfei^ 

Bedloe'i ^M. That he Jcncw not of any Commifl|on to Mti 

z-aidcn.i. u Coien^n v but that iSir Henty Ttebbourn^ had tokl 

/ ** him, That he brought a Coipmiflion for him tq 

** be priqcipal Secretary ojf State, whci^ be brought 

" over the reft of the Cpmmiffions for the Lords and 

'** others, from the principal Jejuits Kt I^offte^ by Or- 

V dcr o*f the Pope. 

** z. That in 4fril 1678, he carried oyer a large 

V Paqkct of Letters from Co/tf«^;i to Father ii CA/ij^, 
•* about carrying on the Pjqt, and brouflht back tri 
'* Anfwer : And on May the ^4th or 251', 1677, he 
'•* received another Packet of Coleman\ to carry to 

V Paris CO the Englifi Monks ; and that he had re- 
if' ceivcd Money to carry on the Defign to fub^cft 
t! the Goverftmem; orSnglmi^ to free fijgland/rw^ 
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^^ Damnation and Igpiarance, and tff free nil CatMkh i6j^* 
•* from the bard Tyranny and OpprtJJijn of Heretich. 

'* 3. That upon Bedloe's Return with Anfwers to 
«* the laft Letters, which were ddivercd to Cokman 
^' by Harcourt^ he heard the Prifoner, at his Hqoife 
** behind fFeliminfter" Abbey ^ zi the Foot of the Stah*^ 
** Cafe, fay. If be bad a Hundred Liwj, and a S'ea 
** of Bhod to carry on the Caufe^ he would fpend it all 
•* to.efiailifi the Cburcb of Romt in England; and' if 
** ibere were a Hundred of Heretical Kings to. be de^ 
• ^* ftroyed^ be would fee them all deftroyed: JJpon rhi$ 
' ** Saying, Mr. Coleman asked him thiff (^eftioh, 
/* Did 1 ever fee you in my Life ? Yes,' ftili ihe other, 
*^ in tbe Stone-Gallery in Somerfet-Hoafe, wbere yba 
" came from a Confult^ wbere wer£j^e&tPerfons^ which 
^' / am mt:io name here ; tbat would make the Bottdm 
^< of your Plot to tremble : T(.ufaivme tben.^* -. ' 

The Third Evidence produced agoinft ^Coleman <^$ 
his own Letters, fbund.in his Lodq[mg9 when he Was 
arretted. But it is tabe rettiembicd that only thctfe 
of the Years 1674 and 1675,^ were found in a Plifce 
where they ought not ijaturaHytoihajFcbeen*;- 'The 

f;eneral Opinion was that hen :hard^ectit9etf norice'bf 
is beirig'accufed by 0^(?i inthei^ibbndi, 'andYo Aiid 
time to burn or convey away thoife oof .the rwo 14(1. 
- Years, witl) the Bopk, in. which Ite'y 50erb^ cntcrVd* 
However that be, the^Rcadcr ha^^HflttV^ Extrafts 
from fome Letters written with ius own sHand^ ahd 
allowed to be Aathaitifck,^ ~ * . ?; ? ^ : .; cc *» 

Extra0'from d tMteffrqrii Mr.C^m^^oVa^^ 
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ffijS. u apprehended are a litcle patofF: But one thing 

. " mort U ncceflary for. the pcrfeft feedring their 

. ^ Affair^ i and without making one Step nnore, all 

^f. that he has already done will fignify nothing. For 

<^ that the Adiftai^ of his mdft Cbrifiian Maji/ij h 

c/* no Ids neceflkry at prefenc than heretofore, to 

^^ fuhdue entifehf .tho^ty who being exaipera^d a- 

^* gainft his moft Cbriftian Majefty^ as much as againft 

»**^ his Rojal Higbnefsj an4 are angry with his Royal 

: f* Highnefs, only becaufe he 13 nn^iurahly faiddiAea to 

T ^' the Intereft of h^s mo/l Cbfiftian Majifiy^ '^^H cx- 

•5 crcifc their Malice and their Rage with more Bru^ 

^^ taliiy than ever, Jf thcsy find Occafion for ithercr 

^* after. If yoij can thcrjefore by your Credit, ob- 

•' tain from hhtnaji Cbriftian Majejly ^eAccom'^ 

* ** plifhmcnt bf.thc Offer /gf his Ptfrfe^ for raifuig 
•* the Reputation of his Royal Righnefs in the Opi- 

. ^* nion of his BrUannick Maiefty^ and fpr putting 
i:*f him. la a Condition torefirf the fnarpeft Batteries 

V of the Advcrfaries of his mojf Cbriftian ^dj&lij 
[ ** and Royal Highnefs, to wit, the Poffibility tp get 
;^ ^f Money from the Parliament, and the loipoOibilitf 
J /^* 6f having any elfe where, by which they oftc^ 
, ** keep the Mind of his Britamick Majefty in fuf- 

f\ pence, and wherein they place their Hope they 
, .^* have to conquer him at laft : There will nothing 
\ *' more reroaip, to be feared by his w^ Cbriftian Ma- 
] " J^fih, or jiis. Royal Highnefs, but his Royal Hi^h- 

* ** nets 'will it Able to dijfolve ibe Parliament mth 
..^^fafej and afterward, in Recompence of the, faid 

*.* Aiftftance^ wjUl perform on his . Part all that^iis 
. ^^'moft Cbriftian Majefty (hall ask of him, and will 

** proceed mth Sincerity upon the Word oiz Prince 
. ^' (that no Man can reproach hini for Violation 
' ♦' of) for the Intereft of his moft Cbriftian: Ma-. 
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Extract, fmn a tetter pf Mr. ColemM Wthe Popc^3 

" r-p HAT tbc Dufce's principal Defign is, to 
** JL ;ijfe the Popc^'a IntcrpofitJEpri^. i and : by that 
«« Meaqsto eft^Hfli hijatiielf inthePofieflion of his 
<V £fta(es through rhe Affifta^nce jof i^nmr^ dnd 
*« 5/tfi«, and ta ttirniiall tbeii* Gates -for the Eafe of 
♦* tic Pope's Friends, and pattkiuJarly for the Ca- 
^« tbolUhcit the Chuiti^hi agaii^ sketr £nQmies ; ahd 
•Vaffure$.him.he willrfeldv: Ifhet daoBo^ncvcr Bad 
<* an Occafion fo favourable as at thts^onr, Ho en- 
«* rich thofc of his Family, and to augment the 
« Nom|;*sfofhfeFri^nd$j indifhelfctsitfip, he ne- 
*« ver ^ill find the Ijkff :.: So that if ever they pr*o- 
•^ poiextft make otfeicf ? the Tueajfiirc c£ the Chufdi, 
" it is how they ought to do it ; for they can de- 
*^ mand nothing that ^h? Du^c will qot .be capable 
f« to do fbr the Pope's Fripnds : 'Oh the other ^ide, 
?« without their Aid^ he win run great Hazard of 
; *• being loft, both Hinifclf and, his AiTociates." ,, 

Efiff'aff ^a lseAterfrom:M^^G(iasMh:totbefa^^ 
Nuncio, written in the Month of Oaobtfr 1 674. ' 

!^* XT' O U agree with me, .that Money is the only 
f* X Means of bringing the King into the Duke's 
M Intereft, and pf diftncaging him fi;om xhc Earlja- 
** mfcnt i and you muft alfo ajgree with me,' tl^t 
^^••lipthing can ihbre pron^ote tht Intbrefts of tjie 
** CMboliek Pnrtj^ which fs the ' principal Objeft of 
*^ the Duke's Care.and AfFtak>p, ' knd pf the Ha- 
. •-*' <red of the PafH^mcnt. and i^Hich' muft hope, pr 
*« •tearj- according as ttfe one or other of them in- 
?• creafe in Power. -^-Nothing in the World is more 
^^ certain, than that the King has a good Inclinati- 
?* on towards the Duke and Catbolich^ and would 
** join himielf willingly and infeparably to their In- 
^ ;erefts, rH hQ did not apprehend fomic Danger 
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.fA78. << from fach a Union ; which, however, he would 
*^ not have Cauf(r to fear, if he foand their Intereft, 
^* and copfequendf their Power, fo far advanced 
«• above that of their Adverfarics, that they (hould 
^^ neither have the Fower nor the Boldne(s to con- 
- ^^ teft any Thing with them ; which die King could 
*^ fee in a very licde Time^ if we coald perfwade 
•* him to do Two or Three Thills : And I am ccr- 
** tain Money could not fail of perfwadistg him to 
*^ it ; for there is Nothing it cannot make him do, 
f^ though it wefe as much to his Prejudice, iss this 
^^ we Endeavour to perfwade hifn fOj wjU be to his 
.^* Advantage; 



«» 



In another Letter C^iimi^fi exprefily faid, <^ That 
^* it was by the Ca/iba/x#ib Intereft, that the Parlta* 
•* ment wasputoflFdll the 13th E^y erf" jfpril 1675. 

Extract from a Letter of, Mr. Colcmaii to Father 
La Chaife. 

"- — r\^^ prevailing ih'thefe Things will 
** V^ g.ivc *« greatcft Blow to the Protc- 
«* ftant Rdigioci here, that ever itrcttived finceia 
« Birdi.'* 

In Another*, 

•• \KJ E have a mighty Work upon our Hands, 
•« V V no Icfs than the Convcrfion of Three 
^< Kingdoms, a^ by ' that perhaps tbefubdujlpg of 
** a Pejiiknt Herefy^ which has domineered pver a 
** great Part of this Northern World a Iqng Tipie; 
** there never lyas fuch Hopes fince the pearfi w 
** Queen Mary^ as now in oujr Days*'* , : 
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In the fame iLetter. 

«« rnp HE Oppofition we aire fure to meet withs 
>< X ^Ifo '^^^ ^^ ^ gi^cat, fo that it imports us to 
«« get all the Aid and Affiffance we can. For the 
*• Harveft is gre&t^ dnd the Labourers but few. '* 

After the reading of thefc Letters, Coleman ailed- 
ged in his own Defence, 

*• I. That Oates^ who now pretended fuch Ac- 1M4 , 
<^ quaintance with him, declared before the King and 
•* Council, ^at be never faw bim before^ or did ndt 
•* knowbim.^ 

To which the other anfwered, " That it being 
«« Candle-Light, and his Sight weak, and Coleman 
*^ altered in Habit and Wig, he did at firft fay, be 
^< could not fioear that was the Man^ or that he had 
•• everfeen bim before ; but as foon as he heard him 
** fpeak, he knew him well, and could have then 
*^ fworfl it, had it been demanded. 

*• 2. That had the Things now allcdged by Oates 
•* been true, he would have charged the fame be- 
** fore the Council : But then he only charged him 
*• with a letter, and fuch flcnder Matters, that 
*' the Council was ready to let him go at large ; 
•* and therefore all the reft muft be invented fincc/*. 

To this Oates replied, ** That he was then fo 
" weak and weaVy, he could not well tell what he 
*^ faid ; befides, his Defign was then to lay no ignore 
" to his Charge, than might fcrve for Information, 

" 3» Whereas Oates charged him with confenting 
*^ to Wakeman^ poyfoning of the King, sind that ic 
^* was confulced by him in Augufty and as he re* 
** mcmbercd about the 21ft Day, Coleman allcdged 
*Vthat he was then in Warwickfiirej and one of his 
" Men and he were there all Auguft^ as he thought, 
4« but was not fure of it ; and after Convidion, he 
^^ offered a Book that would (hew he was out of 

*« Town 
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U678. « Town from the i8th, to the 21ft of Auguft :'' 
But this was no Evidence in itfcl/, and offered too 
late I fo it did not contradift OateSj ^ho was not po- 
fitive to a i)ay# but only to the Mohth. As to 
,what was fworn by Bedloe^ he made no other An- 
fwer than a folema AflcvtradODj Thai be never /m 
the A4sn in Ins Life. But as to his Papers^ whicii he 
did not deny, he alledged, *^ There was nd Treafon 
.**, in them, though very Ektravagant Expreffi(ms\ 
^< and that it would plainly appear from them, that 
*< his Def)gA was (o tar from killine the Kins, that 
^^ it was only to mfJu $bt King and l)nh as Great ^ 
^« could be;'' 

^ i« It is j^roper t6 remark upon this laft Anrwer, 
That according to Oate^% Depofition* the Reibfutioh 
4,0 kill the King had not been taken till tlie 24Ch of 
April 1678, ai)d that thcfc Letters bore Date in the 
Years 1674 and 1675 v coirfequently they cooid 
snake no mention of the Delign to kill the King, nei- 
ther were they produced m Proof of this Article. 

2. Oates had accufed Coleman of being concerned 
in the Plot before his Letters were found. HoW 
then, if he did not know Coleman^ couM he gue6 fo 
right as to lay Thii^s to his Charge whitii Were 
found in Letters under his own Hand f 

3. Coleman owned that hb Intention ^ihas ^ make 
the King and Duke of Tork as Great as was poffi- 
ble. This was a ncceffary Confequence of the pro- 
je^ed Cbatnge of the eftabli(hed Religion. For ic 
was not poffible to fubvcrt Religion without a Sub- 
verfion of the Government, nor to render the Klf^g 
abfolurc without a formed Defign of altering the 
Religion tftablilhedv as the King and Duke wer6 
both Catbolicks. One of thefe Articles being proved, 
ncceflarily proves the other. 

In the Conclufion of his Defence, he ufed tlieft 
Words 5 I poftiively fay^ and upon my Sahatkn^ I^' 
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ver /aw thffe Witneffes^ Oat^s buionce^ and Bedloe^- >^7S. 
ver b^re. 

The 7«ry, who were all Gentlemen of the Court- Colcnun 
ty of MiiiSefeTf^ and againft whom Coleman had made €9nd99im- 
ho Excepctoas^ withdrawing, in a little Time brought ^^- 
jiini in.Giiaty of High-Trcafon. The Day after he ^md$x§^ 
l^ccived Sentence of Death, and the Third of D^- ^T^ 
umber he was hanged and quartered according to ^^y ^^ 
Cuftom. He perfifted to the laft Mocpent in his d^-fiffitn #/ 
tiial of the Crimes for which he had been condemn- ^'' Crimp 
cd : Bat as his Letters feemed at leaft to prove a 
Defign of extirpating the Proteftani Religion, he pro- 
tefted that he bad no other Intention than to pro- 
cure a Libera of Confcience for the Papip. Probably 
all the World will not be of the Opinion that this 
is the natural M^uiing of the Expreflions in his 
Letters. It is true^ a Report was fpread in London 
that be had an Aflurance of Life privately given 
him, on Condition of his perfifting in the Denial of 
ttie Confpiracy 1 but fuch Rumours are but little to 
be depended on *. 

The fame Day that Coleman wafr tryed, the King, a Preti^ 
At the Requeft of the Lords, iflued our a Proclama- ^'•'»<'» '• 
tion with Promife, '< That if any Pcrfon or Per-JJ^^^** 
*^ foQS fhall, before the 25 th Day of December next, uifftm^ 
•* make any farther Difcovery of the late horrid ''^'. 
^ Defign againft his Majefty's Perfon and Govern* 

" ment, 

* He decltred before the Committee, that he had aAedby Or« 
4er in al] he had dofie^ And he believed the King knew of hit 
Employment, particularly that at Bruffds. But though he feemed 
willing to be queflioned about the King, the Committee did not 
duDk fittodo it, nor to report what he faid concerning it : Only 
in general, ihey reported that he fpoke of another Matter, about 
which they did not think fit to interrogate him, nor to mention 
it. LufUion. one of the Committee, j^ave Bifliop Buma an ac- 
count of all that paired hat very Night. And he found his Be- 
haviour made great Impreffioh on them all: It was given oat 
to make the Ouke m re odious, that tolemMn was kept up from 
making Confeffion. by the Hopes the Duke ent of a rardon ac 
T^b§urn, But he could not b^ f(' ignorant. :s nor t^ krow, that 
at that [ime it was not m the King's Power (o par.oa him, whiie 
te Tide ran fo high, hurmt^ p. 437. 
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1678. " 5. That before the Cpnfult, in the Month of 
" March, Pickmng had a fair Opportunity to fhoot 
" the King j but the Flint of his Piftol happened 
** to be loofe, and he durft not venture to give 
** Fire ; and becafufe by their Negligence this Op- 
*' portunity was mifled, Pickering underwent P^- 
*« nance^ and had Twenty or Thirty Strokes of H'f 
** cipline^ and Grove was chidden for his CarelefTnefs, 
*^ as the Deponent had feen in fFhiUbread's Let- 
*« ters. 

; ** 6. That Grove did go about with one Smith, to 
** gather Peter- Pence^ either to carry on the Defign, 
** or to fend to Rome : That he faw the Book where- 
** in it was entered, and heard the faid Grove fay, 
^^ He had been gathering it.^* 

Bedloe the Second Witnefs fwore, 
BcdlocV «' I. That he was employed for the Space of Five 
t>€f$fiiion. €i Years as a Meffenger, by the Confpirators, for 
** carrying their Letters to the Confederates beyond 
** Seas, and bringing others back, all, or moftof 
** them relating to the Plot ; for he had a Way to 
** open and read them, by which he fully informed 
** himfelf of ihofe Matters : And for the Nature of 
** the plot 'y Ifie heard fome of the Confpirators fay, 
** ^hat they would not leave any Member of a Heretick 
*' in England, that fbould furvive to tell hereafter that 
^' there ever was any fuch Religion as the Protcftant 
** And to confirm his Intimacy with them, he fwore 
** the Manner of his firft coming to be employed by 
** chem » by Means of a Lady Abbefs of the En^ 
•< glifh Nunnery of Dunkirk, who having kept him 
" fix Weeks in her Convene recommended him to 
** Sir John fFarner, as a proffer Inftrument, who af- 
" terwards fent him to Father Harcourt to be in- 
** ftruded./' . And as "a further Confirmation he 
brought his Brother 5^w^} Bedloe, who fwore he 
knew nothing of the Plot, but did tcftify, ** That 
' ** he had heard the Prifoners often named as be- 
•« ing of his Brother's Acquaintance % and«chat he 
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*' had on his Brother's Behalf, received feveral Sums i^l^. 
*' of Money from Priejlj and Jefuits, as Fifty or 
** Sixty Pounds at a Time. ^ , 

** 2. That about the' latter End of Auguftj this 
** Year, at Mr. HarcourPs Chamber, he met the Pri- 
** foners, Ireland^ Pickerwgy and Grove^ with fome 
" others, where he heard them Difcourfe, Thatfince 
** the four Irijh Ruffians had miffed of killing the 
** King at Windfor^ Pickering and Grove fhould go 
** on with their Defign, and that one Conyers, a Se- 
** nediffine Monk^ was to be joined with them ; . and 
** that they Ihould endeavour to affaflinatc his Ma- 
** jefty in his Morning-Walk at New- Market ; That 
** they were Zealous m the Matter ; and Mr. Grove^ 
" more forward than the reft, {z\di^ ftnce it could not 
" he done Clandejlinely^ it Jhould be attempted Openly ; 
«* and that thofe who Jhould fall in the Attempt^ had 
" this Glory to dye in a good Caufe ; hut if it were 
'" difcovered^ the Difcfvery would never reach fo far^ 
** hut their Party would beftrong enough to accomplijh 
<< their fVork. 

** 3* He fwore that Harcourt told him. Grove was 
** to have fifteen Hundred Pounds, and Pickering as 
^* niany Majfes^ at Twelve pence a Mafsy as came to 
*< the like Sum. 

" 4« That at the fame Time, when the Difcourfe 
" about kiUing the. King was at Hijrro«r/'s Chamber, 
*' there was likewife a Defign concerted amonglt 
" them of killing feveral other noble Perfons, and 
" the particular Parts affigned to every one ; as 
« Knighty to kill the Earl of Shaftshury ; Prichard^ 
*' the Duke of J5«^*/»^i&^»» ; Oneil^ theEarl ofO^ryj 
'*« Obrian^ the Duke of Ormonde &c. \ 

^e Defence made by the Prifoners confijled in^ 

** I. A peremptory Denial of the whole: Grove Tie Prr 
*« particularly faid, Js I have a Soul to be faved^ ^{^nll' 
" know nothing of this Matter charged upon me. Pick- ''*^'" 
^^ ering affirmed, that be never Jhot off ^ Pijiol in his 

You XIV. U% ''Life. 
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1678. «< Life. And IVbitehready who was there during the 
«« Tryal, declared before Almighty God^ that Oatcs hd 
«* notfpoken tbne ff^ords of ^rutb» 

*^ 2. A particular Denial of their Knowledge of. 
•* or Acquaintance with the Witneffes : Ireland de- 
«< nied that he ever faw Bedloe before that Time in 
*< the Court ; and challenged him to produce one 
** Witnefs that he had ever fpoken to him. Pichf- 
^^ ing aftrmed that he never faw Oates before ; and 
•* offered to fwear that he never was in Bedlo^s Com- 
•* pariy. And Grove affirmed that he had fcarce any 
/* Acquaintance with Oaies. Whereupon Oates gave 
>* him a remarkable Token, viz. that in December 
** laft, when he was with him/ he owned, that /k 
^< and three Iri(h-men bad fired Southwark ; and that 
«• they bad a ^boufand Pounds given ibemfor it ; wbert- 
*« of be had four Hundred Pounds^ and the refi twoHuH' 
•* dred Pounds a-pieee. 

•« 3. Ireland^ againft Bedloe's Evidence, affirmed, 
•• he was not in London the whole Month of Auguf^ 
•' and part of September ; and offered to prove it by 
** Twenty Witnefles, that he was in Stafford/hire ^sA 
*< Cbejhire all that Time ; and urged Bedloe to name 
.•* the Place, and the Company wherever they met 
^* together. But not only Sedloe fwort the contrary, 
•« but likewife Oates himfelf ; but what feemed more 
•* important, out Sarah Pain^ formerly a Servant to^ 
** Grove^ fwore that fhe faw Mrjrelandat aScrivinert 
" Door in Fetter-Lane^ about the 12 th of I3rh(rf 
*• Auguft. 

** 4, Ireland^ as well as fflbitebread^ objeded a* 
•* gainft the Grand Confult of April the 24th, that 
" Hundreds could prove that Oates was at St. Omer^s 
** all the Months of April and May 5 and offered to 
" produce a Certificate from thence, under the Seal 
•' of the College. But fuch Certificate was not al- 
•* lowed as Evidence by the Law of England** . Laft- 
ly, they endeavoured to blaft the Reputation ci 
Doftor Oaiesj to prove him perjured, uncc be had 
faid before the Council, that he knew no more 

than 
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than he had already defpofed, ^nd that nevertheleft »^78. 
he had fince that added other T^ftimonics. As I have 
before fpoken to this Objedion^ I (hall not trouble 
my Readers with a Repetition. 

In Conclufioii, all the three were condemned, and ^^'y ^^< 
received Sentence of Death, as in Cafes of Treafon. ^♦**«'»* 
But the Execution of Ireland and Grove, was refpited ' * 
to the 24th of yti««tfry following, and that of Picker'^ 
ing to the 29th oi May. They continued all three to amdtjact^ 
their laft Qr^ath, protefting they were as Innocent of ad. 
the Crimes for which they were condemned, as the 
Child unborn. As all the Papifts that fufFered for 
this Confpiracy made ufe of the fame manner of Ex-- 
preflion to aflert their Innocence^ it was believed that 
there was fome Equivocation, though none pretended 
to fay wherein it confifted. 

If it is confidered that the Evidence of Oates and A Rijb^- 
Bedloe upon Oath was pofitive, and that the Prifoners ^''f» «/•» 
aHedged in their Defence only bare Negations, the ^^^^^y^ 
Jury will eafily be juftified in their Verdid, For 
what was there to determine their Aflent more to the 
Aflcverations and Oaths of the accuftd, than to the 
Depofitions of the two Witneffes ? Nevcrthelefs it 
was then, and is flill believed by many, that the con- 
demned Perfons were Innocent. 1. Becaufe they af- 
ferted their Innocence with their dying Breath. 2» 
Becaufe it is taken for granted th2LtOaies and Bedloe 
were great Villains. 3. But the ftrongcft Prcfqmpti-r 
on againfb the Truth of their Evidence, with thofe 
who are of that Opinion, is, that it was chiefly upon 
the Tryal qf thcfe three Men that Oafes, under the 
Reign of King James the Second^ was conviftcd of 
Berjbry upon the Depofitions of Twenty-two Wit- 
nefles from St. Omers, who fwore that Oates was at 
St. Omers, in the Jefuit's College during the whole 
Months of -^/)r// and May^ without ever ftirring 
from thence. Moreover, more than Forty Witnc^ 
fes from the Counties of Stafford and Cbejter, depofedL 
vpqa Q^thj That Father Ireland WftS in ihofe Cquq*^ 

M 3 m 
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1^79* ties during the whole Month of Auguft^ and part of 
September. \ 

To afllft the Reader's Judgement in this Aflfair, I 
think it neceflary to make fome Remarks, and the 
rather becaufe the Difpute upon this Subjed is yet 
undecided* . 

I. A Defence by the Alibi* is liable ro great In- 
conveniences, becaufe the dired Oppofition and Con- 
trariety of the Evidence leaves the Judge in the Per- 
plexity of not knowing wh^t to determine. Moil 
commonly if he comes to a Decifion, it is not be- 
caufe there is Reafon to believe one of the Evidences 
more than the other, but becaufe Equity requires 
him to incline rather to Clemency than Rigour. In 
the Tryal of the three Prifoners we have been fpcak- 
ing of, not one Evidence depofed on the Point of the 
Alibi. There was only a bare Allegation of the Pri- 
foners, and an Offer of Proof by abfent Witneffes. 
So that even fuppofing the Innocence of the three ac- 
cufcd Perfons, the Jury could not but find them 
guilty, unlefs they preferred the bare AfTeverationsot 
the Prifoners, to the Oaths of the WitnefTcs, which is 
a Thing never praftifed. But in the Tryal of Oates 
the Proof of the Alibi was made ufe of to convift 
him of Perjury, and to Sentence him for it to a very 
rigorous Punifliment. It belongs to the Lawyers to 
decide whether this be within the exa& Rules of the 
Law. 

2. If the Circumftances of the Times of thefe two 
Tryals are confidered, it will be found that there was 
Reafon to believe that both Sides were equally under 
the Power of Prejudice and Paffion. When the three 
Jefuits were condemned, the whole Kingdom was a- 
larmed with the Noife of a Confpiracy carrying on 
by that Society againft the King, the Government, 

and 

'. * The Proof of the Aliht is, that where1>y the Prifoner endea- 
vours to prove his being in a different Place from that where the 
Crime for which he Sands indided» was, or is fuppofed to be 
€0lnmitte4» 
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and the ProteJiatU Religion. The two Houfes of 167s. 
Parliament fupported the Reality of the Plot by the 
Unanimity of their Votes, and the King himfclf fup- 
pofcd it in all his Proclamations. It will not there- 
fore be thought ftrange that both Judges and Jury 
were prejudiced, and fo blindly came into the Belief 
of what bates and Bedloe depofed. But on the othcir 
Hand, when Oates was convifted of Perjury, Things 
had taken another Turn. A very ztdXoMs Cat boUck 
King was upon the Throne, and it was now danger- 
ous for any Man to affirm that there was a Popijb 
Plot in 1678. The Papifts had now the fame Sq- 
pcriority over the Proteftants^ that the Proteftants 
had then over xkit, CathoUch^-zn^ the Judges were en- 
tirely devoted to the King. In a Word, no more 
needs be faid, than that Jefferies was Judge in the 
Tryal, and forgot nothing which, he thought might 
help to prejudice the Jury againft rfie. Prifoner. In 
Ihort, Oates was condemned upon the Evidence of 
Twenty-two Witneffes from St. Omer^Sy all Scholars 
or Dependents of the Jefuits^ and upon that of Forty 
other Witneffes from the Counties of Cbefier and 
Stafford, amongft. whom it is thought fufficient to 
fay, that there were feveral Proteftants, Moreover 
the Point to be proved was not only whether Ireland 
was in thofe Counties in the Months of Auguft and 
September^ but whether he had never ftirred from 
thence in that Time *. Now it is not eafy to con- 
ceive how forty Witnefles (hould be capable of prov- 
ing a negative Propolition of this Nature. 

Having thus fct before my Reader what is urged 
on both Sides, I leave him to his own Judgement. 
The Affair of the Confpiracy muft now be laid afide 
for a while, in order to proceed to another which 
made a great Noife at this Time. But it is neccffary 
to go back a little, and give the Reader an account 
of the State of the Englifty Court for fome Time paft^ 

* A Woman fwore (hefaw Irthnd in LandfV about the Middle 
of duguft. Burnet, p. 443- 

M 4 The 
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i<73. his Majcfty cxpcfted from the King of France^ in the 
^ laft of which was a Poftfcript with thcfc Words, nit 
Letter is writ by my Order^ C. R. Thefc Lctten 
having convinced the Houfe froni whence thofc De- 
Jays with the King with regard to the War againft 
France arofe, they immediately refolved, " That 
*« there was fufficicnt Matter of Impeachment againft 
♦« Thomas Earl of Danbyy Lord-Treafufcr of £»^- 
*« land^ '• and within two Days by the help of Mr. 
Montague the Articles of Impeachment were drawn 
up and fcnt to the Houfe of Lords. But thefe Arti- 
cles were levelled rather againft the King himfclf, 
than the Earl of Danby^ who. had only adted by his 
cxprefs Orders, for though in the Impeachment 
were inferted fevcral Articles which only concerned 
the Earl, yet it was not there that the Strength of the 
Impeachment lay, but in thofe Articles which related 
to the Negotiation with France^ on the Afikir of the 
King's Penfion, in which it was pretended that the 
Lord-Treafurer had afted without Order, though no 
Body doubted of the contrary. But the Intention 
was to oblige the Earl for his own Safety to plead the 
King*i Orders for what he had done. This threw 
him into extreme Perplexity ; for he could not juf- 
tify himfelf without accufing the King, and fuch a 
Step would have made him entirely forfeit the Royal 
Favour. Efpecially as the King had earncftly defired 
Bim not to divulge his Secrets, offering him his Par- 
don to fcreen him from the Parliament. He there- 
fore refolved to conceal the King's private Orders 
^, upon this Affair, but was under a Ncceffity of lay- 
ing before the Houfe two Letters of Montague^ which 
difcovercd him to be the principal Contriver of this 
Negotiation. Thefe Letters likewife manifefted fhe 
great Hatred which the Court of France had againft 
the Lprd-Treafurer as there great Enetny, whofc 
Ruin they were bent upon, in order to have the King 
of England more at Command. But the Commons 
were fo enraged againft the Earl, that they would 
not fo much as fuffer thcfc Letters to be read. On 
3 the 
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the other Hand, when the Articl^of his Impeach- 1678* 
ment were read in the Houfe or Lords, he in a 
Speech frequently ii>finuated that it lay in his Power 
to make fuch a Defence as would admit of no Reply. 
Every Body underftood what he meant, but it is cer- 
tain that he was not fo much ftruck at as the King 
himfelf, and that it was intended by this Means more 
\han by the Plot it felf, to fhow the Publick that the 
King and the Duke of Tork^ were the real Authors 
of all the Evils with which the Kingdom wasafflided, 
and in a Word, the Heads of the Confpiracy to fub- 
vert the Government, and Proteftant Religion. The rhg Kini 
King cafily faw into the Dcfign of the Earl of Danhfs pr^r$guis 
Impeachment, and therefore before the Lords could ^^J^l[^ 
come to a Refolution, whether the Earl of Danby 
ihould be fent to the ^awer^ came to the Parliament 
the 30th of December J and prorogued it to the 4th 
of February, after he had given the Royal Affent to 
one fingle J^ againft the Papijif. 

Immediately after the Prorogation of the Parlia- ^ ^^'^^ 
ment. Sir Jofephff^tlliamfon Sccrtury of StSite, r«%n- i^d"^^ 
ed the Seals into the Hands of the King, who ap- Sferttary 
pointed the Earl of Sunderland to fucceed him, though 0/ state. 
he had given Hopes of the Place to Sir JVilliam 7Vi»- 
fie then Ambaflfador in Holland^ and had called him 
over for that Purpofe. But Temple on his Arrival 
found the Poft filled, the Earl of Sunderland having 
paid fFilliamfon Six Thoufand Pounds, and Five 
Hundred Guineas, which Temple was not able or wi^ 
ling to give. Shortly after the King took from the rA# Em^I 
Earl of Danby the Treafurer^s Staff, and put the Trea- ^^JP^^^f 
fury m Commmion *. ' * 

After the Prorogation the King found himfelf 1678-9. 
plunged in great Difficulties, not only on account of 
the Earl of Danbf% Impeachment, which properly 
fell upon himfelf, but moreover by frelh Dilcoveries 

as 

• The CommiffioDcri were the Earl of Bfftx^ iMwnnei Hyif 
the Earl of claretidon's Bro(beri Sir J^hn Irnltt Sir Edward Dar- 
w[^ and Sydney (^fdclfkm^ 
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1678-f . as well of the Plot as of Sir Edmondbury Go^reft 
France^ Murder. The 21ft of December^ Miles P/dm^ 9 
^^k^" ^t Goldfinith of London^ a Papiji^ and who had fome^ 
•^'^IJj^^y. times wrought in the Queen's Chappcl of SomerfeU 
skEd' Houfe^ was taken up by a Warrant from the Coun- j 
inoDdbory cil, upon the Information of one ff^ren^ a Lodger in 
Godfrey, j^j, Houfc, that he was concerned in the Murder of 
Godfny. Though it was very poflible for Godfrey 
to have been murdered by other Hands than thofc of : 
the Confpirators, yet all the World waj perfwadcd 
that the Papijls V9trc the Aftors in this Murder, and 
that if the Authors could be difcovered, great Light 
might be had for the clearing of the Plot. Where- 
fore the two Houfes had appointed a Committee, 
with the Earl of Sbaffsbury at the Head, for the en- 
deavouring to difcover who were the Authors of this 
Murder. . 

In this AiBTair as in that of the Plot Hiftorians are 
direftly oppofite in their Sentiments, one Side af- 
fcrting that this Murder was committed by the Pa- 
fifts^ and the other maintaining the contrary. The 
latter, in fupport of their Opinion, relate an infinite 
Number of Particulars, with fo many Circumftances, 
that they would more than prove what they are al- 
kdged for, could the Sincerity not only of the Hif- 
torians, but the Certainty of the Fafts be entirely 
jrelycd on. But one cannot but be furprized to fee 
continually the Truth of their Opinion fuppofcd, 
without any other Authority than a Heap of unwarn 
ranted Fafts. This may do when we only write for 
one of the Parties, ever ready to receive all that is ad- 
vanced by a Hiftorlan of their own Side ; but as I 
write for Foreigners, to whom the A£tors and the 
Authors are equally unlcnown, I ought not to take 
for granted Fads of which I fee no Proof. My Mean- 
ing is not by this to infmuate to my Readers that all 
thefe Fa(5ls are falle ; but only that I have no fuffici- 
cnt Reafon to believe them true, and thcrcfqrc pUgh^ 
not to forrp an H^pothcfis thcrepa, 



Book XXllI. a«. C H A R L E S It 171 

As to the Goldfmith Prance^ it is without more t^jt-f. 
ado fuppofcd that he was malicioufly accufed by 
JPrcn^ becaufe Prance had forced him to pay ail 
Arrear of Fourteen Month^s kent, and that having 
iEit firft with Imprecations denied any Knowledge of 
the Murder^ he was at iaft compelled by Menaces 
and rigorous Treatment to confels that he knew the 
whole Matter, and to give a particular Account of 
the Thing in aU its Circumilances. If this Suppa- 
fition was well proved, or at leaft fupported by the 
Teftimony of a Perfon of Reputation known in 
Lofidony who lived at that very time, there would be 
DO Occafion to feek for other Proofs. But as I have 
already faid thefe Fads are obtruded upon us as un« 
deniable, without any Warrant or Authority. At 
for my felf, who have no Intention to impofe upon 
my Readers, I (hall content my felf with informing 
them of the Fa<5ls acknowledged by all the World 
I (hall only add fome which are not agreed in, as 
being advanced without Proof, that the Reader may 
know what he has to rely on. 

France being taken upi as I faid, was carried to 
Weftminjier to be examined before a Committe of the 
Lords. 

Here a Decifive PaA is advanced without any 
Grounds. I mean that Prance was firft carried into 
a little Room, where feveral Perfons went to fee 
him, and amongft others Bedloe^ who knowing him 
not, enquired privately which was the Prifonef. 
When he was informed he withdrew to an Eating-- 
}>oufe in the Neighbourhood, whither Prance was 
brought fome time after, to be kept till he ihould be 
called to Examination. As foon as Bedloe^ who was 
purpofely planted in the fame Houfe, had caft his 
Eyes upon him, he cried out, ^^ This is one of the 
^' R<^ues that I faw with a dark Lanthorn about the 
« Body of Sir Edmoftdbury Godfrey \ but he was then 
«Vin a Peruke.'* 

If 
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1678 g; If any Care had been taken to prove that S<?i/?^ had 
asked which was Prancej that he purpofely waked 
for him in the Eating-houfe, whither he knew he 
was to be brought, no other Proof would be wanted, 
and the Matter would be decided. But the Hiftori- 
an who relates this Faft gives us only his own Word 
for it *. 
BiJUnUt Prance being carried before the Committee of 
«fl- Lords, Bedloe direftly charged him with the Mur- 

der of Godfrejy and Wren with being out of the 
Hoqfe while the Body was miffing. Prance denied 
jsfintf all with Imprecations upon himfelf. But as the bare 
Newgate. Denial of a Priforier ought not to carry it againft 
the Tcftimbny of two Witneffes, the Lords thought 
fit to fend him to Newgate^ where he was put in the 
condemned Hole^ loaden with heavy Irons, and, fays my 
Author, left all Night to confider what Anfwers fur- 
ther to make, and whether he would venture bisSofi 
or bis Body. 

Here one manifeftly fees the Prejudice of the Hif- 
torian, who could with no manner of Certainty aflure 
that the Intention of the Lords was to leave Prance 
to the Confideration, whether he would rather ven- 
ture his Soul or bis Body. He could only fay this, 
Eurfuant to his Hypothefis, which fuppofes that the 
lOrds of the Committee were refolved at all' hazards 
to make Prance an Evidence to the Murder of God* 
frey. ^ ^ 

But here is another Faft ftill more important, ad- 
vanced with the fame Aflurance, and without any Au- 
thority. 

The 

* Otir Author means tchard. BurnithySi Prana being talcen 
lip on fVrtn*s Icformation, was carried to Weflminfter. Bidhttc- 
xidentally paffedby, not knowing any thing concerning him 1 And 
^ at firll fijht he charged fomebody to feize on him : For he wai 
one of tnoffe whom he faw about Godfrey^s Body, p. 445 Fronj 
this and many other Paflages it appears that Rapin had not feen 
Bi»r«#f *s H'ftory hitherto* notwithftanding fo me Quotations which 
might poffihiy be inferted afterwards. Ra^in died within fo little 
a while after the iaid Hidory was publidied, that he mufi have &: 
mtkci thitfteign before it came to his Hands. 
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The next Morning early a Man entered the condemn^ i^jS-p, 
id Hole in which Prance lay, and laid down a Paper 
ypon a Form juft by him, and fo retired } foon after 
came in another with a Candle, Who fet it down and 
left him. By that Light he read the Paper, wherein 
he found brief Hints to what he was tofwear when 
he fliould be called to his fecond Examination, and 
was threatned to be hanged if he did not confcfs all 
that was expefted of him. Prance^ fays the Author, 
imagined this to be i Contrivance of the Lord Shafts^ 
hury% 

One can have no Knowledge of a Fad of this 
Nature, which paflTed in a Dungeon where there wafll 
but one Man, and where two others at feveral tiqfies 
only juft wertt in and out again without faying aWord^ 
one to bring a Paper, the other a Candle ; fuch a Fadk 
I fay, can only be known from Prances own Confef- 
fion. Now it is certain that Prance never owned any 
fuch Thing ; if he had, we Ihould- not have wanted 
the Particulars how and upon what occafion he de- 
clared it. But as we have nothing of this, how can 
it be faid that Prance imagined this to be a Contri* 
vance of the Earl of Shafisbury's ? Is it a Thing fo 
common to know what pafTcs in a Man-s private. 
Thoughts, that it is not worth the while to let us 
into the Secret how this Knowledge was attained ? 

I proceed to other Fafts which are out of Difpute. 
Prance after he had continued in Prifon one whole 
Night, and part of the next Day, told Captain Ri- 
cbardfon^ the Keeper of Newgate^ that he had Mat- 
ters of gr^at Moment to communicate to* the Earl 
of Sbaftsbury Chairman of the Committee. He was 
at his Requeft carried the fame Night to the Earl, / 

who in Prefence of Three other Perfons, examined 
him five or fix Hours together. It is pretended that 
the Earl abufed and menaced him, and told him, 
^bat tbere were great ones concerned^ and be muji^dif' 
cover tbem too \ for tbe little ones fhould not ferve his 
turn^ that therefore be Jbould not )pare tbe King him* 
(elf. It docs not however appear that thcfe Menaces 

made 
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16789. hiadc much Impreflion Upon Prance^ fincc his Dcpo* 
Ptaoce ficions affected only Perfons of low Condition. How* 
€9mf$f0Si ^ver this be, he difcovcrcd part of What he faid he 
knew, with a Promifc of a more aniple Confeffion if 
he might have hb Pardon* He figned his Depofitioni . 
and was remanded back to Prifon. Upon this the-: 
Lords obtained df his Majeily a full and general 
Pardon for him. Afterwards a Committee of dift 
Lords was fent to Newgate to acquaint him with his 
Pardon, and to examine him farther touching thd 
Plot, and the Murder of Sir Edmoffbury Godfrey. The 
Commons likewife ordered him to be examined by a 
Committee of Secrecy* Thefc two Examinations be- 
ing made with all Stridnefs and Severity, Prance was 
carried the next Day to fFbiteball^ there to be exa- 
mined before the King and Council. 

In this Examination he accufed five Perfons as ac- 
tually prefent at the Murder ; Cirald and Kejlcj^ 
two Irijh Priefts •, Robert Green Cufllion-Man to the 
Queen's Chapel j Laurence Hill Servant to Dr. Goi- 
den Treafurer of the Chapel ; arid Henry Bert) 
Porter of Somerfet - Houfe. Being asked, fVb^ H 
gave fo different a Relation to the Committee of Lork 
from what be now fo freely confeffed ? He anfwercd, 
^bat be was not then fure of his Pardon. Being fur- 
ther asked, JVhy be came not in upon the Proclamation 
and Reward thereof ? He faid, He was afraid to truji 
to it. As he had anfwered punctually to all Queftiofis 
put to him with regard to the Cipcumftances of Time, 
Place, and Manner of the Murder, the King to affurtf 
himfelf of the Truth, appointed the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, the Earl of OJ/ory^ and the Vice-chambcr- 
lain, to go with Prance to Somerfet- Houfe^ and to 
make him (hew them the Places where aU Things were 
aiftcd. The Author fo often mentioned, gives us on 
this Occafion an Addition which deferves Remark. 
France^ fays he, was very punctual in naming and 
ihowing fome of the Rooms, but fo uncertain an(i 
dubious in fome Particulars, cfpecially about the 
chief Room, that when the Duke of Monmouth pti- 

'.vacdy 
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irately asked the Earl of OJforj^ what be thought oh 1678.^ 
it f The Earl anfwcred. It was all a great Cheat. 
I purpofely take Notice of this Particular, becaufe it 
V^ fo diredly contrary to the Report made to the 
Council, as we Ihall fee ptefently. 

In the Afternoon Prance in the Prefciice of the 
Couhcil was confronted with Qreen^ Berry^ and Hill^ 
who denyed every Syllable of the Charge, znd Prance 
ftood as ftoutly to every Point of the Accufation; 
After which he was fent back ta Newgate for four or 
five Days; . 

The fame Author fiys here^ that his Irons werci 
foitietinks ^ and fdmetimes on^ according as he 
Ivasin a difcovering Temper. That is to fay, that 
the JaUor by the Tecret Orders of the Committee^ 
treated him well or otherwife, as he was difpofed to 
retnt£fc or ftick by his Depdfition; This Particular is 
likcwife thrown in, that he #aS often vifited by Mem-^' 
bers of bdth H6ufesj who forticcimes feverely 
threatened him when his Eviddrice did not agree with 
Bedloe^s^ and j^rticularly becslufe he would not own 
the Peruke which B^dlot had firft mentioned. But 
thcfe Particulars tcridirig to prove that Prance was 
forced to depofe what he knew nothing of^ have no 
Author, no Evidence^ no Authority produced to 
fupport them. We have no cither Vouchers but 
the Hiftorians who report thefe Particulars ; with- 
but vouchfafing to acquaint us from Whence they 
Were taken; 

After Prante hid reniained four ot five Days in 
Newgate^ he was once more carried to be examined 
before the King and Council. But he made it his 
Requeft that he might firft wait upon the King him- 
felf. Upon this Riehardfon had Orders to carry him 
to Mr. Cbiffinck^s Lodgings, to which the Kiiig re- 

eired. * The King and Prance withdrawing into one 
odm, Cbiffintk and Richard/on remained in the 
Room next talt. Some time after the King dpeited 
the Door, and bad them take Notice of what Pranee 
laid, who beiajg called upon to fpcak out plainly^ 

You xivr N ■ U 
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1678^. i^e declared* That the Men he badfworn atainftwm 

t^l^^^In ^^^ innocent^ and thai all he hadfworn againft tbm was 

S0/Jg sbif^lf^f which he afBrmcd, fays one *^ with great Paf- 

i^M/- iion and AlTeveration. Upon which the King asked 

him. Upon your Salvation ts U fo ? He replied. Upon 

• my Salvation the whole Accufation is falfe. He was 

then carried before the Couacil, where he declared to 

the fame EfFeft. He was asked, fThai Inducement 

be had to his former Story-'^-^^wbQ put him upon it i 

No body^ he faid, prompted him \ he only knew the 

Men hefwore againji ; be. never faw Bedloe before k 

was taken up ; he knew nothing of the Plot nor of tht 

Murder 5 and could not reft for the Story he hd 

told. But Wren tytved him Money^ and threatened bim 
becaufe he dunned him for it^ andfo bared bim into it. 
He was then remanded to Prifon. 

After fo fcrious an Aflevcratioi?, no Man of Senfe 
can imagine that the Catbolicksj, or the Partizans of 
the Court, had prevailed with Prance to retrafl: his 
firft Depofuion. This would be only a bare Sufpi- 
cion unfupported by any Proof. But to have it 
believed that the Committee, and fevcral Members 
of both Houfes, had threatened Prance in cafe bis 
Depofuion agreed not with Bedloe% no Proof is 
wanted, and the bare Relation of a Hiftorian who 
wrote not till Twenty or Thirty Years after, is more 
than fufficient for this Purpofe. 

Unluckily Prance retraded once more. But this 
ought to give us no Concern, becaufe he denied 
what he had juft faid before the King and. Council 
only to deliver himfclf froni the exceffive Cruelties 
which were praftifed upon him, till he had promifcd 
to depofe whatever was required of him. See what 
a famous Hiftorian *' fays on this Occafion *%. 

' ^* Prance 

•i EchtitA. 

*^ Here again it is plain l^ttftn had not yet feen 'Bttmtt^ other* 
wife he would hate Ukcn nonce of the following PafTage, After 
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" Pfihei^ ^^ixtepthig ji^ ift^ his Rjturn^r^^(A 1678^ 

?« firm and Iftimoveabld Wy&is Denial, agimft all 

^ Terroijfsand Tempeationslor about Twel we Diys; 

»« from the 29th of T)tcifhber to the t f Ch of thiJ 

** prefeiit fcnuarf. During • whlefL Space pf time hii 

*• tJfage was barbarous, and more like the i?w»/^ 

" Inquijttion^ than the Methods of a free Nation'. 

** For Nine Days at Icalt his Cafe was deplorable i 

«* and what wijth the dedly Cold and Naftinefi of 

•• the Pla^i tile Diftrefed hisf Condition v the Agony 

^* ofhii Thoughts, undct^ the HdrrOur of bringing 

•* new Guilt upon his Confcierice, and the galling 

«*> Weight' Of-^hfe Irons', he lay in fuch Tonftinti 

^« bothof Bodf and Mind, that he fpenthis ttbufj 

•« in Roaring and Groaning^ frequently and picifally 

•< crying out, Not Guill^i '^Nof Guilty ! NaMkrther^ 

« M NUrtheft He ufcd the iame' Outcriear, dr Cla- 

«« mours at Icaft to thatEflfeft, fo often j that -the 

<* Impofers had na way to covet the Scandal, and 

•< the Inhumanity of their Treatment, but cither by 

«■ imputing the A ngbifli of a wounded Confcience to 

" the Ravings of a diftempered Brain ; or' by. con^ 

** verting the Marks of a true Repentance into the 

^' Story of a counterfeit Madheft. But when • thihgs 

" were at- the Worft, P^5«^^ was nowandthen,:as tEat 

*« good Humour prevailed, eafed of his Iron^ <corxt\ 

^ forted with good Words and 'Promifc$[, ^nd xio 

** Artifice omitted to bring hiln to a proper Un^ 

PftmcM had dedared before the King and Council that his firlt 
Cim&fl%0D was>Il a Fidioq-. lie yi^s^s Car/i^d back xa Prifon, hvA 
inujicdiately ktix the Keeper Qf,,iffw^at€*xo the King to 'tell 
him. that all he Had fwom was tcue, but that the Horrour' ati<! 
C3onf^fibQ he was in put him on d^tiyidg it. ^Yet he west oft 
(fqmikm again and ^dbnisd every; thin^. ^u ij^yd was uppn thi< 
k^t 10 talk with kii^ At firA h€| deaied every thing to hin;K. But 
fit* ^/^gritpld me.tl^at he'w^s altdod. dead through rhe'Diforder 
of hi^Mifld, and with Cold in bi$ Body.. But afcerthat Dr. Lhyd 
hU mada » Pircv ^nd caufed him to be put in a Bed, and beg^t 
to dircoutfe the Matter with hioi^ be rettirDed to his ConlS$i]$oa f 
vhidi he did in iucb a^ Minncr, ..tlwv Or, Lhyd faid to m^ , it'wal 
hot poffiblefpifliimtodoubtof bis^ncerityinitt p. 44^. ;'- , , 

Vol. XIV. Ka "defftand. 
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1678-9. <c derftandmg. The/Kcd^ers were then under the 
** fole Diredtion of a certain ambulatory Committeci 
<* when and what Pegree to fqueeze, to pinch, to 
*^ eafe, to (haCkle^ t^ comfort^ or to torment didr 
*• Prifoners j and moft things were done according to 
** the particular Orders of that Cabal It would, be 
** too tedious to recite all the Sufferings of this un^ 
^^ fortunate Man, who bdng unable tp hold ouf as 
•* Corral, had done, and, finding his jLifc i,n the fame 
^^ Danger with thofe hQ^d accufedj he at length 
** fubmittcd to the Teniptationji and upon a new 
•* Affurjince of Pardon, he promifed to ftand by his 
•* former Evidence^ Irpmediately upon this; on 
•^ the I ith of Janu^riji his. : I^ons were knocked off, 
•• arid he was remowd fri^ hard boards, and adit 
't mal cold Room, tq a. fine Lodging and a curioui 
** Bed^ with Variety *pf, the beft Meats and Drinks. 
*V Here having Pen, Ink, and Paper,[ anjd, ^ Af- 
*f fifltincc of his Friend pne Mr. Bc^ce^^ .l^e finiflicd 
** his Story, and prepared for being a compleat Evi* 
♦* dencc againft Greeff, B^rry and HiJl^ who were 
•« fliordy after to come upon their Try als.** . 

. As. the. Author of this Paflage is. not cont^ 
with inluxuating that Prance was compelled by Tor- 
^nentB to.fupport hisfecond Deppfitipn, but under* 
tokes to .prove it by Fads which are cntircily deci- 
five, it is abfolutely. neceflary for the Reader's In* 
formation to make fome Remarks on this Subjed. 

, I. in a controverted Matter, when a Hiftorian re- 

ports Fafts to which he wa:s not Privy, and" arc ne- 
ver thelefe dap%ble to decide for or againft, the Rea- 
der has a Right to e^peft from him fotoc Tcftimony, 
fome Warrant of what he fays ; in a Word, to be 
alTured from whence he has his Kr^owledge of fuch 
Fafts. But here we fiee neither Tcftimony nor War- 
rant in the 7>x/, or Aforg«r. 

4. It appears from this very Relation, that allthc 
ill Ufage comfdauied of with regard to Prance^ 

was 
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was only tfie keeping fcim 'l^c Day^^ in Jr^pns. If 16789. 
this is a Torment like a( ilQT^Jh Inquifitiop,. Jt may 
he zBtJtied rJl^t Englihd ncvtf wants ah Inc|uifitioq» 
fince Prifonerstfommictidfdr Murder, or other great 
Crimes are never treated' ocherwilc. Befi^cs, it will 
be feen hi^t^tir ' thit Pf'ance denied his ever re- 
ceiving any 111 Ufage in PrifSnJ or his , wan ting any 
Thing. At to the Torments' of his Mjnd, . and his 
Roarings and Groaning??, fuppofing them to be true, 
only Prince himfclf could know the Motives, and I 
<:annot but be furpriied, to fee an Author talk 
with an AfTurance of* what paiTed only in the Mind 
^Prance; as if he had been his Confident and Con* 
ftflbn ■ . 

3, He ought to have told us who were the Per- 
fens of this Amhuldtory Committee^ from whom the 
Jailor received his Orders : For it is well known, 
that during the Prorogation of a Parliament ( and 
all this was in the Interval of the Prorogation) the 
Jailor of Newgate could obey no Orders but thofe 
of the King, or the Courts of jUftice, * 

4, Laftly^ In Proof of a^Faft fo Remarkable and 
Decifive, we have only the bare AlTeveration of the 
Author, who fupports his Story with Expreflions 
the ftrongeft and moft capable to ^ive us a terrible 
Idea of the Torments endured by Prance ^ which at 
laft amount to no more than lying Nine Days in Prip 
fon loaden with Irons. Befides, the Author fays, 
that Pm^ir^ was gained at lad, without telling us by 
whom, or liow, or %mT\^ us the leaft Warrant for 
what he advances* I do riot fay that all this is falfe ; 
for I know nothing of it. But as it is hot forbid \x% 
to rely on the Honefty of an Author, or of tbofe 
from whom he has his informations ; fo neither is it 
forlMd to doubt, and to believe that he might be pre- 
judiced by Hiftories, which are blindly followed or 
Vqcfted, as they either favour .or prcjudficc the Cauf^ 
lof their partial Res^ders ^. 

[' • : N f . ' -^^ Bedloi 
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. Sidloe. had given bjtitaa iaiperfeA 'hfyrnimm of 
the Miifdcr oiGo^r^. ;Wc laid indeed that tt^ras 
•comittirted m Somerfii^uji\znA thaijti^ had fecn the 
dead^bdy,' ^ut as to Q^hcr CircunrfUwcca, he only 
fpoke of thcpri 48 rcccw?d^)iV<^; F<erfo«is who had 
*abfeiited th^mfelvei^ V bpc \Pw«^^ deihwed ift Wtfc 
ting a more regular, artdrfuH AccoUHt, which con- 
tained prccifely his liepodtioni beft)re- the. King and 
Council j and was CQ this Effefl:: - ' : 

^' the Approbation of fQmc~o(her8^ aftet ffvcral Con^- 
** fultationV* :had, refolded £0 murtbty% ^^flwm'- 
•" bury'Goiifrey^ as being a liitt'tr:J?erfecup)f of tte 
'^^ Cathdlicks, an aftive Difcoverer of their Dfr 
^* Cgn$, and a particolap &>«P>y ^o tte Queen's 
'^* Servants, Thus determined, on Salurddy>iht 12th ] 
♦^ of Q^ober^ H/// went. to Sir £dmondbury Godfiep | 
•^^ t^pufe in the Mornjng, and talked with him in ' 
'«' private *i : Then taking; bis Lcav^ rhc went to Gi^ 
y rald^\;^r\d\Greenf and with them ftajd "hard by, 
•*' Wafting for the GenJ^einan's coming^^t, iiihich 
* ' hc; did about i o or* 1 1 , allvalone as ufqally* They 
V ^^SS?^ him to feveraj Places^ till about SiKor Ser 
u« »y£j^ jp i^j^g Evening, when Green went to .Prsmh 
*** Houit, and tojd hin>, Tbey had fef\bim nearS^^ 
•** Clements •, and that Prance m\x& niake all haftc 
^.* to the Water-Gait .^ ^omerfet^Hoirffy where be 
••* ftiouM fihd .J&//y and Berry ^ which Jbe did; and 
** thej Three waited thqrc t|U iUjout Nmc :a Clodk : 
^* When of i fuddcn Hi// c9^e rujiiiiiijg ^and f|ud, 
♦^ He '<vas :Covihg, andtbey mn/k pretend, a .^arrd^ 
^* and he would fetch bimin. WMk Kelkf ^ Berpj 
'^* were in p fcemina ScufBe, Hill^ at the Gatei ftop^ 
^ * bed . Sir ' Efimnmry rQpdfrey^ ^d* cnweattifi • him 
''' -^ ■*. " ' . . ,.,; ' . '.. ....^. iHfof 



♦ Pf4»^f nsmed the Hotife ttrtppf'they ufej^ to m^et, |«4 A^ 
jypj>le Ultieof iiid>co»6riT^^ifiJs^f thcii; mc^tiog. thcic. ^wr^^t^ 
f, 44S» •*•* wi u .•* 

*i He went jo fee whether (?<;^r*y w^s gopc out, and /poke 
JO bi$ Maid, who Mpon «i//s being taken, wjpDt.to Jk#Wf^'» '"^ 
jn the Crowd of Piifoncrs difliDguifhcd him, faying; H9 was m 
ffltQi^ tb^t asljcd for iicr M?lftcr t|^tM[orni.a5. if iV, 
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** for God's Sake to come in, for Two Men were a ^^78 9. 
•* ^drrellingy and he wai afraid there would be Blood* 
*' /bed. The Gcntlemjtn being a Magiftrate, did at 
" laft Confenty and Hill entered the Gate fir ft, to 
^' ihew him the Pcrfons •; and after them followed 
" Girald and Green \ while Prance watched the Wa- 
*' ter-Gate, and Berry was to fecure the Paflage by 
*' the Chapel, But firft he and Kelly the pretended 
*' Combatants, flood about the End of the Rail by 
** the Queen's Stables; and as Sir Edmond went 
'' down towards them. Green fuddenly threw a 
*' twifted Hankerchief about his Neck, and tmme^ 
** diatcly all four pulled him down and ftrangled 
** him, fo as he could make no Noife ; after which 
" they threw him behind the Rail, and gave him 
*' fomc violent Punches on his Brcaft with their 
*' Knees, and Green with all his Force wrung his 
" Neck almoft round. Prance and Berry being 
*' come to them, when he was quite Dead, they all 
'' helped to, carry the Body into Dr. Godden\ Lodg^ 
*' ings, where /////livedo and where they brought 
" him up Five or Six Steps into a little Room on the 
•' Right Hand, and there left him that Night, and 
** Sunday all Day and Night. On Monday Night, 
*« Hill znd fome others removed him into a Room in 
** the Upper-Court, where Prance was fhewn the Body 
** by the Light of a Dark-Lanthorn, and whero 
** Bedloe fwore he faw Prance. On Tuejday Night, 
•* they cairicd him into another Room in the long 
•• Entry, ovcr-againft Dr. Godd^n^s Lodgings ; and 
*' on fVednefday Night they removed it to the little 
** Room where it was firft laid. Having kept the 
" Body above Four Days and Nights, Girald and 
•* Kelly advifed to have it carried into the Fields, 
*• and leave it run through with his own Sword, 
•* that he might be fuppofed to have murdered bim^ 
*^ Self\ and therefore his* Money, Rings, fcff. were 
** all to be left with him. This being agreed, they 
^^ refolved to carry him out that Night ; and ac^ . .*. 
^ cordingly H\ll procured a Sctlan, or Cbak, into 
/' "1^4 . .VVWhigfe 
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1^78 9- *^ which they put the ^ody about Twelve a Clock. 
** Berry the Porter, having invited the Ccntinds in- 
*' tohi3 Houfe, opened the Gate, ^nd Prance and 
f« Gir<>/^ carried put the Sedan *f Thus, fomeumcs 
*• they Two, and fomettmes Kelly and Green^ car- 
** ricd it up towards Sobo-Belds^ h^rd by the Grmatfs 
f' Church; 9nd there Hill actfnding with a Horfe, 
t* they fct the Body up before him and left the Sedan 
*' in fame unfinifhed Buildings in that Place ; wherc- 
M upon Girald faid, Iwijbwe bad a Hundred pcb 
*' Rogues as fecure as this. Then Prance being a 
*' Houfe-keeper, returni^d home ; and the other 
f* Four went op, one leading the Porfe, Hill riding 
^* and holding the Body, agd the pther Two walk- 
f * ing by. They carried him tp a place called Pnm- 
5' roJe-Hill^ ^bput Two Miles put of Town, where 
,^^ they Icfc him in a Ditch, with hi^ own Sword run 
** through his Body by Girald himfelf, in thccxaft 
f' Pofture pf one that h^d murdered himfelf/- 

This pepoficlon, whieh was irhmediately publjlhcd* 
rnet with an entire Belief frPm the People. But af- 
terwards, when the Popijh Party was uppermofl, (tr 
vcraj Authors made it their Efufinefs tp find out 
Numbers pf Miftakcs and Incpnfiftenc^es in it ; and 
even maintained (hat it was npt penned by Prance^ 
but by fome abler j^and^ As at tirft it was. dange- 
rous to fay thiaf prance was ^ falfe "Witpefs, it wai 
afterwards no lefs dangerous to fay he ha4 fppkc the 
Tfuth, To this js owing ih^t fprpe adhere to this 
Depofition, and others, relying on the "Writings afr 
fer wards publifhcd againft it, endeavour to prove the 
Falfity thereof. 
ftctU': While thcfe Things yvtrc in agits^tion, the King 
fp^ations was by no f^eans at Reft ; the Plot, of which he 
ff/Pa. "^^^ fufpedcd to be the Contriver, as to that Part 
viL' ^t leaft which concerned tjie Subverfion of the Go- 

• " " * ' * ' vernipent 



lionc 



t dne of th^ CeQtiqds fwore he faif a SejU&oarfied ifti; .^ 

inc fivy. u carried but, i^i»r»f^ p. 446. * " " ' "'^/' 
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yernment and Rjcligion, ^ncl the Impeachmcnc o^the 1^789. 
Earl of Danhy^ which fell entirely upon his own 
Head, could not bi^t give hi^i gre^t U neafinef^. To 
(livert a little thefe Sufpicions, he publi(hed in the Be- 

f inning of January fever^l Proclamations ^gainft the 
^aptfts^ who, immediately after the Prorogation of 
the Parliament, had flocked to London and H^ejtmin* 
fier. By appther Proclamation he recalled all hi$ 
Sul::§efts from the foreign Seminaries i but thefe 
were Remedies little capable to rcQiove the Jealou-r 
fies and F^ars of his People, 

About this Time was difcovered a College of Je* jeflifts 
futtszi Come in Hereford/hire. And befides, a fre/h '^**»^ 
Witnefs appeared, ont Stephen Dugdale^ who pretend- %^/J^ 
.ed to new Difcoveries m the Plot, and accufcd five tun rf* 
Jefuits^ and one Priefik as guilty of it *. This obliged Di«ds(e» 
^he Kins to put out a new Proclamation againft 
Evers^ siaven^ fava/of ^ifs Gifford^ l^tuijon^ Jc- 

fuits. 



^ Had Mm yet fecB ^urmt^ he would not have omitted what 
be fays of imnugiMUi and his Evidence. He was, lays Bisnp#ir, 
a Man of Senfe and Temper* and behaved himfeif decently, and 
bad fome what in his Air and Deportment that difpofed People to 
believe him : So that the King himfeif began to thinic t|iere was 
f^miewhft in the Plot, though he had little Regard to e^us or 
]^/##. ^e made a Difcovery of a Correfpondtnce that Bvtrs 
held with the ^ifnUs jn Lcnd^m who had written to Zv$rs of the 
^Defign of killing theRing, ^nd defiredhim to find out proper Men 
for executing it. Th^ee other Jifitits preffed I}uxiUl§ to under* 
tj^ke it, promifing he flionld be canonized for it, and the Lord 
Sidfird o^ered him 500 /. if he would fet about it. btigdaU's 
Evidence was confirmed by one Grcuroftanfie. He had talked ii| 
the Country of a luftice of Peace in Wifiminfitr that was killed, 
pn the TMfdsy after Gctffrty wat mifled : fo that the News of 
this mnft have been written fromUmd^n on the Ssturdsy Night's 
^oft. He did not think it a Secret, fo talked of it ^s Newt in an 
Ale-Houfe. The two Perfons, hefaidhe fpoketo, remembred no- 
thing of it, but feveral others fworethev had heard it. He laid 
moreover, that the Duke had fent ioC^UmM when m StwgAtt^ 
foperfwade hii^ to difcover nothing, and defired to knqw whe- 
ther he had ever difcovered their Defigns to any other Perfon ; 
and that 0/mm» fent Anfwer that he had fpoke of them to G#i- 
/rM, but to no other Man, upon whi^h thf Doke gave order tof 
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*678^ fuitf, and BrQadftreet^ z Pricft, with a Promife of a 
Hundred Pounds to any that fhould apprehend £- 
■ 'vers^ and fifty Pounds for each of the reft *. 
jhi King Mean while, a^ the Time for the Meeting of the 
diffolvis Parliament drew near, the King, apprehenlivc that 
th$ fAf' n^ Good could come of it, considering the prefent 
cauTlno' Temper of the Commons^ and that he fhould only 
$b$r, meet with new Mortifications, on the 24th of JanU' 
A RefitSlh ary diffolved it by Proclamation. By the fame Pro- 
Th'ts%7r' clamation he promifed to iflue out Writs for the call- 
lUmint. ing of a new Parliament the 6th of March follow- 
.* ing. Thus ended the Long^ Parliament, which had 
continued almoft eighteen Years, and had been for 
twelve Years fo favourable to the King. Never Par- 
liament had been fo liberal to a King, or carried the 
Prerogative higher. U Charles II had not purfued Me- 
thods fo contrary to the Intereft of his Kingdom, he 
would never have loft the AflFeftion of this Parlia- 
onent, which ftudied only to pleafe him, and gave 
him the moft effeftual Proofs of their 21eaL But 
when in Procefs of Time they came to know that the 
King had ill Defigns againft the Government, and 
the cftablifticd Religion, which were fufficiently dif- 
Covered by his two Waraagainft Holland, and his in- 
timate Union with France, they began to confider 
•him as an Enemy to the State, whofe Defigns afid 
Meafures were by all Means to be difconcertied and 
broken. The Letters which Mr, Montague had laid 
before the Parliament convinced the moft incredulous, 
that the King was a Penfioner of France, an,d facr^ 
ficed the Interefts of England to that Crown. It is 
therefore no Wonder that the Parliament came into 
the Belief of a Plot which was fo natural a Confc- 
quence of the King's Defigns, now fo manifeft. I^' 
deed the fir ft Article of this Plot which related to 
the Killing the King, might be doubtful and un« 
certain j wherefore the Parliament defired tp Jeavcit 

. . . <^ 

♦ Gavtn was foon softer taken into Caftocly, but x%% reft Al 

fcp:pded, 
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<b tte Decifion ctf* the Courts of Jufticc, But Ae ^678^ 
two latter concerning the Defign of rendering the 
King abfolute* and offubverting the eftablifhtd Re- 
Hgkyn, reautred no bther Proofs than thofe which the 
aCiifghimldf had given. Befides, the Duke of Tork 
-being « profeffed Ptf/>^, and having a great Sway 
in theKing^s Coiinfc^s, it was not difficult to conceive, 
that bei»g ftich a Zealot for his Religion, he would 
•lofe no Qccalion of promoting it : And of this his 
Secretary's Letters were a convincing Proof Indeed 
this l^arliament wa$ eompofed for the moft Part of 
»igki Epifiopalians^ who perhaps had gone too far in 
dieir Perfecution of the Presbyterians. But for all 
This, they were not in the Humour to facrifice the 
Prirteftant Religion and the Liberties of the Nation, 
to their Paffion againft Presbyterianifm. To this 
were owing the Quarrels between the King and his 
Parliament, the Mortifications fo frequently given 
jiim, and his Diflblution of it at laft, though he had 
in itTb many Creatures gained, either by ready Mo- 
ney or Penfions. In the Beginning this Trade was (e- 
cietly carried on, but after Clifford was advanced to 
the Treafury, it was pradKfed fo opcnlv, that every 
Man's Name and Price were publickly known : Not- 
vvithftanding all this, when once the Conduct of the 
King and Court was feen into, it was no longer poffi** 
Me for the King to obtain a Majority in the Houfe 
of Commons J becaufe thofe who were willing to facri- 
Got the Nation's Money to the King, could not be 
brought to give up their Liberties and Religion. A- 
nother Caufe ftill flopped the King in his Carriere, 
which was, that after the Jealoufy conceived by the 
People agaioft the Court, Vacancies in the Parlia- 
ment were filled with Men of quite contrary Princi- 
ples to the King and Duke ofTork^ fo that by Dc» 
grces the Parliament became very diflPcrent from what 
It was in the Beginning. It is not therefore ftrange 
that the King was deQrous to get rid of a Parliament 

from wbish he coul4 cjpcft »q farther Bwcfic. »ut 
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! ^678-9. he flattered himfcif in vain with hi^nripg oqq fitnfire fc 

vourable, ag will be fccn hereafter. 
EUiiUns Upon the 25th of January the King iffued out 
fir M uiw fVrits fw the new Elcdions, ,FMch pot the. whole 
fsriu- Nation intq.a permcnt. The /People difcontcnted 
^'•^^ wth the Court,^ and full of Sufpiqops and Fqiirs, af- 
fcfted to chufe for their Reprefentatives, Mcoihc 
inoft averfe to Popery ^nd Pefpoiick Government Mi 
as the HigVChurch-Mcn had been for fe^al Years 
a little too zealoufly attached to the King ; they be- 
ing the Perfons that in the lait Parliament pa0ed Ms 
which raifed the Jioyal Power to a greater Hcigltf 
than ever •, the People in general were not for truft- 
ing their Intercfts in fuch Hands. On the other 
Hand, the Presbyterians y though long oppreffed were 
ftill numerous in the Corporations, fo that by the Ma- 
jority of their Votes they commonly carried thcE- 
Jcftions in fevour of their own Party, or at Icaft 
made them fall upon Men, who only outwardly con- 
formed to tba Church of £nglana. In a Wdrd, 
whtn the B^etums were m^^e, it was foan<^ that the 
greateft Parp of tlje Reprefentatives were Men. the 
moft opppfioe tp the Principles and Deligns of the 
.p?urt. The King, to prevent any i)l Injpfeffion^ 
put on an extraordinary Severity againft the P^ipifih 
and by Proclamation, on Compl^pt of th^ Negle^ 
* of the Perfecution of Recufants^ he enjoined theChan- 
cellpr to put out of CommiflSon all Jufticcs of 
peace, who .were remifs in their Duty. But this was 
an Artifice too well known, to be capable to per* 
fwade the People that the King was truly zealous foF 
the Protefiant Religion. 
TryMlff While E}e6Uons were bufily carrying on through 
th$uur- the Kingdom, three of the ^ve Perfons accufcd oi 
cTf *^ ^^^ Murder of" Sir Edmondhury Godfrey^ namely* 
^^ ^^Y* Green, fiifrryarrf/i^i//, were tried at the King's Bench- 
£ar before the Lord Chicf-Juftice 5rr^^4^ it^JOth 
q( February. • , .'..*' 

cm 
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Oaipfiepokd^* that he had heard Godfrey fay a lit- >678-9» 
tie before his Death, That be ^tnt in fear of bis Lih ^l^rf* 
byibePopiJbPmy. J.D^tofuun. 

One J^hinfon teftificd, t;hat he heard him fay, That Robin- 
beMUvedbeJbouldbe the firft Martyr, ^ S&?'" 

.Pr^nce^s Evidence was the fame with what we have PTancev 
already fi^n.. The Priibcirjfs irnmedately objefted to Difefitiem^ 
him, that he ]l^$i^;f«(r^ii(fid aAd deniieid, all before the 
tCing and Cpunc|l^^ The CQUf^jgoadefoi: him the An^ 
fwer which he had J^fqrc giilefi lo fihe. Council, viz. 
That all tb^t w^f Ufftbing but^ 'm, unufual Fear^ and a 
want of a full Affuramee ^fh^ Pardon, Somt look up- 
on th|S;^ a great Partiality in ijie Jud^e. • But it 19 
tobeobiffriyed ti|at J^g(;6l fie vtpon tbeiTryal of Cri- 
inlnaU not to condemn or acquit ; the Jury decide 
the Cafe, and findthe Prifoncrs G^i/ly. or not Guilty. 
When therefore any material Difficulty arifes, it is 
the Office of tte Judge to direft. the Jury^ and (how 
them what they are, and what they are not to mind, 
with the Rcafons of their Opinion. Wherefore I very 
much doubt whether on this Occafion the Court ex- 
ceeded the Boui)ds of their Duty, though I will af- 
firm nothing* V. . 

.. iE/f//'s Wife asjcfid Prance whether he had not been 
tortui;^ in Newgate Gnct federal had heard him cry 

?ut in thfit Place ? He anfwered, That be badnot — . — 
W Ctf/)'/^/';? Richardfpn hadufejdMtn as civilly as any 
Man in England ; and tbat all the Time be was there 
be wanted for nothing. This Anfwer, as we fee, is very 
contradiAory to the aggravated Recital of his Tor- 
tpents, though even in that Recital nothing is faid 
which at all tends to prove that he was put to the 
Torture. Nevcrthelefs the Author of the Recital, 
better informed than Prance himfelf, makes no Dif- 
ficulty to fay, Tbat the poor Man tofuppori the Credit 
of bis Evidence^ was forced to difown all bis barbarous 
Vfage. 

Bedloe had already depoifed before the Lord^, BedloeV 
^ That U Pbaire^ Waifh^ Pritch^ri^ Kdns, &c. had SvUeme. 
**^ ■ •*. wheedled 



i«78-9w «< whccdlcd^^r' Ednumdhiry G^fre^ into Somrjit,'^ 
*« Hottfe Court under pretence of taking fomie Plot* 
<* tcrs, and after a Turn or two, and the Pretence of 
<^ fending Cor a ConftaMe, they fiibved him into $ 
«« Room, prefented a Piftol to him, threatening to kiU 
^^ birHj if hi made anf Noifi^ hui would deh bim no bkrff 
« if be would feMd for bis EMmitistionn which he rc- 
** fufing to do, they flifledhim between two PHlows, 
*^ and after that upon hiding' f^niel^ife m hitn, they 
" ftrangled him with^ \otig Gravaf 

Some have remarked, that this fi^ft Evidence of 
Bedloe^s was diredliy contrary toP^tance^s^ OAcrs 
liave obferved) that Bedho never faid that he was pre^ 
lent at the Murder, ' but only 6tpofc4 what he h^td 
from others % tonf«}uently that there' wis -jib rcsJt 
Concradi6tioA between the two £Vic}ences4 

In ibe prefent Ttjal BedJbe 'depo/eJ; 

^« That about a Fortnight befbre the Murd«"# 
. •' /^ Pbairgy Pritcbard^ KeinSy aiidibme other iR^^5/i5^ 
*> Priefts, all unknown to Pranee^ and his Criminals, 
** difcourfed him about Killing a certain Gentl^an; 
«* B6t named ; and then fet him to iftrihdatc himfclf 
^ into Sir Edmonbury Godfrey's Acquaintance, wbicH 
** he did under feveral Pretences 9 that on the rcrf 
" Day of the Murder le Pbaire told him, there was 
" a Gentleman to be put out of tbe way tbat Nigbtj and 
^ would have him to aflift ; and that tbere would he 
•' four Thou/and Pounds Reward from my Lord BelhGSf 
** &c. and therefore delired him to meet in the Cloy- 
^* fter at Somerfet-Houje th^t Evening, for tberet^ouU 
*• it was to be done ; which he promifed to do, 'tut 
'* wilfully failed them, becaufe be would not bave bh 
*f Hands in Blood. On the Monday after, le Pbaire 
" meeting again, charged him with Breach of Pro- 
^* mife, and appointed him to come to Sonrerfet* 
" Houfe at Nine that Night, where he told the Wic- 
** nefs, Tbat be bad Me ill, tbaf be did not belp J; 
? (be'Buftnifs\ . ku4 if be would belp to carry bi0 W^ 
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<< bifl^uldftill have half the Reward ; and told him 1679-9^ 

<' he itas aftually Murdered. The Witncfs asked 

•' if hi might fie bim •, upon which k Phaire led him 

" through a dark Entry mto a Room where were fe- 

** vcral.Pcoplc, and Prance amongft them, and only 

" by the Light of a Vark-luintborn he faw the Face of - 

" the murdered Perfon, and. knew him to be Sir Ed^ 

" mondbury Godfrey. The Witnefs advifed to ty« 

*< Weights about him^ and through him into the 

** Thames \ but they did not approve of that, but 

** faid, they would put it upon himfelf, and carry 

** him out io a Chair by the help of Porter Berry^ 

•• at twelve that Night. The Witnefs promifed, 

<^ upcn /i&^ S A c R A M E N T, whlch he had taken the 

«* fburfday before, io come again and help them ; but 

^' being got from them, his Conicience would not 

^^ permit him to go any farther ; though he had been 

" promifed two Thoufand Pounds for his Labour, 

•* but he rather chofe to difcover the ViJlany to the 

*^ King and Council, and accept of a Quarter of the 

•• Sum in an honeft way/' 

What appears mofl: ftrange in this Evidence is 
not its Oppofition to the firft, in which he only 
fpoke by Hearfay ; but that Bedhe did not relate 
thefe Circumftances to the Lords, contenting him-^ 
felf.with faying, that he had fcen Godfref^ Body 
in Somerfet^Houfe^ and Prance in the fame Room* 

The Conftable that viewed the Body in the Ditch Tht c^n- 
gave an Account, *' That the Swdrd was fticking>^*?'f*''^*- 
" through him, but no Blood appeared upon tho^^'^^*'"' 
'* Ground, and he found Gold and Silver^ in his 
*' Pockets." Two Surgeons fwore, ** That they 
** verily believed the Sword was run through him 
** after he was dead and cold 5 but that he dyed by 
*' reafoa of the Suffocation, and breaking, of his 
" Neck, and Bruifes on his Breaft." 

Sir Robert Southwell. depokd^ ** That Prance ha- SsrRohttt 
" ving related the Matter to the Council ; and being ^?n^' 
« fent with the Duk« ofMomouth an«^ the Earl of S;.^'' 
. . ^> / ** Qfory 
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ttfjS^. <« Offory to fhew the Places he mentioned, did readi^ 
*^ ly go to them all, and they appeared all to bd 
«« fuch as he had described them ; only as to the 
<« Room in the Upper-Court where the Body was 
<* laid one Night, having never been there but 
<^ once, he faid he could riot poficively afl[%n it^ 
«« but pointed to fome Rooms, and filid^ he was fare 
** it was thereabouts;" 

As to the Prifoner's Defence. Hill brought fevc- 
i-al Witneffes to prove, " That he was never out of 
«« his Lodgings after Nine a-Clock at Night, du- 
•« ring the whole Time of this Tranfa&ion. " 

Some have pretedded that do Regard was payed 
to thefe Dcpofitions, becaufe the Witnefles werd 
Papifts. But not one Word of this is mentioned in 
the printed Tryal, and it is difficult to know thiri 
Minds of the Jury^ who were the only Judg^ of 
thefe Evidences. 

Bcfides he proved, ." That when he heard of 
<< Prance's being taken up for the Murther, he had 
*^ full Icifure to make his Efcape, which he nevc^ 
** endeavouring, was a great Prefi^ption of his 
« Innoccncci" It is to be pi-dimM^ thai the Jury 
took but little Notice of this PraeC 

Green proved by/ two Witnefics^ James Wsm& 
ami his Wife, " That he was at their Houfe in the 
«« Strani from between Seven and Eighty till after 
** Ten, on that very Night and Time that Sii? 
** Edmondhury Godfrey was faid to be murthered in So- 
*« merjkt^mfi.l^ But uftiuckiltr, Warner willing to 
corrobprtite his Evidence, addedi <* That Greerfs 
^^ being apprehended a Month after rfic Murder of 
" Gvifrty^ recalled to his Mind that the faid Greeri 
^^ had been with him on Saturday lYit 12th of OSo- 
« ber^ from Eight to Ten in the Evening. But be- 
♦* fides that, ureen was not taken up till the 24th 
«« of December \ that is to fay. Two Months and 
" Twelve Days after G(«^f/s Murder ; he was not 
" apprehended for this Murder, but for refufing tWf 
♦* Oach$> which could Jiot occalion Warner to rc- 
4 i^ mcmbcrj^ 
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« member, that Green hzd been with him the Day }^1*9' 
*« Godfrey wis murdered '\ Green added, « That 
** when Prance was taken up, he fhcwed fuch a Dc- 
5< teftatidn of the.FaA^ that he faid, Raiber than he 
** Jbould efcape. if he were guilt y^ be would be the 
•« Executioner himfelp\ In all likeh'hood this Proof 
appeared not very material to the J^ry. In behalf 
of Berry the Porter, the Soldiers that were placed 
Gentinels at the Gate, teftified, *« That no Spdan 
^« went ottt of the Gate that Night that the Body 
^^ was faid to be carried off, though one did come 
** in, and that they could not be mijtaken in fo plain a 
•* Matter ". 

And Berry*$ Maid declared, <' That her Mailer 
«* was in Bed by Twelve a-Clock that Night, and 
^^ never ftirred out, which made it impolfible for 
•* him to be upon the whole Expedition ". 

They all endeavoured likewife to invalidate Pranced % 
£^dence ; but the Court obfervcd, *? That it was 
«^ impoITible that Mr. Prance^ a Man of that mean 
^^ Capacity, ihould invent a Scory with fo manv 
^^ confiding Circumftances, if there was no Truth 
<< at the Bottom of it ** : But^ adds the Hiftorian^ 
whom I have often quoted, others obferved^ ** Tba^ 
«« she Story was invented byfome Body elfe laf a greater 
«f Capacity ". This Infinuation is fupported merely 
upon his Hypothecs : And befides had the Hand 
which drew up this Narrative been fo able as is ima- 
gined, it had not been difficult to have given it a 
perfed A^eement with Bedioe^s firft Depofition, 
whereas this differed from that in many RefpeAs. 
For where Invention is only concerned, and falfc Wit- 
neffes are a( Hand to fupport the fame, there will no 
^great Difficulty occur about the Fa£ts. 

In Conduflon, the 7«ry brought them all in guilty itgy gn' 
of the Murder. W^reupon the Lord Chief Juftice €$hdt 
Scroggs faid, *« They have fou^d the fame Vcrdift«^J 
.^^ that he would have found, if "he ^ad been ont 
. ** with them **• 

Vol, XIV. O . Vhey 
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1678 9. They all Three infiftod upon their iMOcence to xht 

md ix9- laft Moment of their Lives. Berfj owiied, ** Thtt h4 

•f*^ ** was a Proteftant in his Heart, but had for fom* 

«j2»7 ^* ^™^ diffembled his Religion for his private Ad- 

auyccn- ** vantage*'. 

/#*». i/z7/, to perfuadc the Ordinary of Nm^aU of his 

Innocence, gave him this notable Proof 6f it ; ^*^Tbai 
*' be bad wronged one in a Twehe-penny Matter^ t^bkb 
^< bsdfo trouhkd bis Confcience^ tbai be bad made Rejti- 
<^ tutimfince bis Condemnation^ ihongbbe'vOA^iniMteme 
t* ivunl (fprefent Neceffarits*^ : And therefot^ he thu's 
furgued with him, '^^ IH bMe 4ahn Shamit Mp§Hm) 
" y^//i in conf effing my Crime in the Cafe of a ^ifle'\ 
«« can you tbiidt I would deny the tubtriber to maintain 
.t« my Reputation ** ? 

Green and Hili were executed the 2 ift of Fehruary ; 

* but 5^rr/s Execution was ptaft off till the ft J th df May. 

Tht Dukt ^^^ Time for the Meeting of the Parliament draw- 

pf York ing near, the King, after an Examination of t^ Re- 

Usvit tht turns made of ilic Members, forefaw a Storm gathcf- 

t^gdom. ^gagaigjft theDakeof Vtrk. In Prtevcncion^ihefcfore 

of it, and CO perfuade his ParlismMt that bis Couh- 

fcls were no waya influenced b^ ihofc of l\is"BroAcr, 

lie rcfolvtd to fend Wm awaiy 5 and for that ^urpefe, 

ihe 28th of Fehruaryht Writ Co him the fdloWirtg 

l-eicer: , 

f ^^T *T ^^'^^ ^readygimn y&a my Refohes at targe, why 1 

K^iutht^ ^*^** ^' r*4/'y^ fhffuld abfint your filf for Jhme 

Duki of ^Imeieyond^tbeSjMs : As Tarn truly prry for tbe Oc€afte% 

York. fo y(fu nay be Jure^ I jball never defire it bngertban it 

^Hlbe abfolutely nectary f^r^yourXioo^^ dndwrj Bfcr- 

^rfoe. In the mean 'Time 1 think it proper /^j?*f it you 

under my Hand;, That 1 e^pM this CmpUante fHtm yom^ 

ipii^^e^ U may te asjbon as tonvtmentty ym can. ' Tou 

• •- %ay 4ijtiy kelieve ^th what Tr^trhfe I write ; ' there letifg 

gibing lam more fenfible' of than tbeconjdnt Kindnrfs you 

ii^e^mer bad far me: I hype yon we as Jiiji io me', iohe 

a£ured, That no Ahfence^ nor any Thing elfecan ever chaijgje 

me from being truly and kindly Tours^ C R. , 

':- - The 
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The Duke immediately obeyed, and the 3d of 1.678-51. 
March kt out for HoJland, with the Dutchefs his Wife, Xt'ti;?* 
and the Princefs Jme, his Daughter j ff o^ whence Bruffcl*. " 
he went and refided at Brujfels. 

In the mean time the King fearing that the Parlia- 
ment would once more fall upon theEarl of Danby^ 
who, in Prevention of his own Danger, ^might be 
obliged to revtal Secrets, which it was his Intereft 
to keep concealed, he granted him, under the Great- .► 
Seal, as full and compleat a Par4pn as ^ould be 
drawn up. 

The new Parliament meeting the 6th of ^Isrch^ Th King*s 
the King opened the Seffion with a Speech tending to -V^'^^ ^* 
/hew how well -affefted he was to the I^aw^s of the ^ Jjj^*^' 
Land, and the P^c^/^^jw/ Religion, Hefpokeofhis 
Care in bringing to Punifhm^nr, as well, thofe coqj- , 
cerned in the Plot, . as the Murderers of Sir Edmund-* ^ - 
bury Godfrey^ and forgocnot to mention the; Removal * 
of ^hc Duke of TorL Laftly* he demanded Mon^ 
a$ well to enable him to disband his Army, as to dii- 
charse the TArrearsduer to.the Navy, and to keep ic 
in aBourilbing Conditipq,^ the Chancellor enlarged 
upon all thefe Particulars with' great Efagg/erarion^ as 
was hisCuftocn. ,>: » 

The Pai liaincnt bega^n w\th a warm Dilpute be- ^ */«- 
tween the King and the, Ccmpions about the Choice o£'^*^lJ'l^^ 
a Speaker, y The C^ww^iw. having pitched, upon Mr. jri»^ and 
Edward Scynmr 9 dheKjpg,'Whp knew thax Seymtir Commons 
was a particular Eaemy of the Earl of Danby^ ^^s- *^^"^ 
fufcd to.giv^ hif Approbation, and ordered the ;^f^^-^^^12^ 
mam to jirijc^cd to a new Choice. The Houfe Wf^sV^^^ 
^xtreipely jdjfpleafed, with this Refufal, alkdgiing, .L,-. t 
f bat it was p^inr known thai a Perfon Jhoutd b^fXfefted 
i&ii^ X ^w/'. »^. /K*fl/2i» ^ aU'givcny' and -.that t^e 
^hing itfelfof prefenthga Speaksr to tife King, wa^, i/i^t 
a bare Compliment. The King on his Side infilled on 
thr Approbation or Refufal of a Speaker when pre- 
fenied to him, as a Branch of his Prerogative. Du- 
nn* >heSi^ 'l)ays that thisDrfptite iafte«f, ^Th«t:?OT- 
tt(wif irtiadefeveral Reprefentations' to tbeKirig, Yq 
7oL. XIV, O 2 ' ' whicfv 
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1678-9. I ith of Jpril^z* appointed to, be kept as a publick 
iI<S5'^ Faft-Day. *^*^ \ . 

^ ' The 2 ad of March the Commons ordered a Bill to 
be brought in, to fecure the King and Kingdom a- 
gainft the Danger and Growth of Popery^ 
rk$^i9g The fame Day the King going to the Parliament, 
intmfis fpoke to both Houfes in Favour of the Earl of Danh^. 
kimfflj 999 But the Commons^ unmoved with this Speech, were 
Danby/ "^ fooner returned to their Houfe, than they fent a 
jiffair. Meflage to the Lords to demand that the Earl might 
Amof$r$fbt forthwith committed to fafe Cuftody. The 
thiUrdi, Lords feeing the Paflion and Heat of the Cmmons^ 
pffcred them in a Conference, the Heads of a M, 
by which the Earl of Danby (hould be for ever ba- 
nifhed from the Prefencc of the King, rendered in- 
• Capable of all Offices and Employments, and of re- 
ceiving any Gifts or Grants from the Crown, and 
f$ji£{0dky deprived of his Scat in Parliament. But the Com- 
$ht dm- ^Q„^ ^efg \yy jjQ Means fatisficd with fuch a Billj pro- 
*''*^' bably for two Reafons. The firft was. That the 
Earl of Danby h^d implacable Enemies amongft thofc 
y^ho tlicn diredled the Affairs of the Hoiile. The 
fecond. That intending to difcover the King's Sc; 
crets, by going to the Bottom of the Earl of Dan- 
by*s Affair, they faw clearly that the Bill propofed 
was only an Artifice, to conceal what they were de- 
firous to look into, and publifh to the World. 
T*f &«- In the mean Time the Commons hearing that the 
9MMrixm^ King had Cgncd a Pardon for the Earl of Danby, ap; 
^^E€rr P^^'^^^^ ^ Committee to' wait on the Chancellor, and 
TardJn, ^ enquire how this Pardon was fealed ; and at whofe 
7he Chan- Sviit. The Chancellor aofwc red, *' That it was done 
tiUorsac* c« y^jy privately, the King having ordered him tp 
€9Hntifit. ,, ^^.' ^^^ gg^j jj^^^ j^j^ Clokx, and lay it upon th<: 

*' Table ; that his Majefty commanded the Seal to 
** be taken out of the Bag,, and ordered the Pcrfon 
*' who ufually carried the Purfe.to affix it to the 
« Pardon '% The Chancdlgr ad4ed inhis Juftifica- 
tion, ** TbatM the very Ttmci)/ affixing^ the Seal fo 
** ibe Parchment^ be diinoilook^ufori\i^fefftohdve 
- ' ' «« the 



Book XXUI. 2tf. C H A R L E S II. i9> 

« the Cf^odyofihe Seal That the Pardon was paflcd 1678-9. 

•* with the ucmofl: Privacy, at the Dcfire of the 

" Earl, who^avc this Reafon for it, That he did . 

" not intern to make ufe of it, but to ft and upon his 

•^ Inno£cncej except falfe fFitneffes Jhould be produced a- , 

^< gainft bffn \ and then be would make ufe of ^ it at the 

<< laft Extremity. Th^t nocwithilanding this Reafon, 

^^ he advifed the Earl to let the Pardon p^fs in the 

^^ regular Courfe \ but after confulting with the King, 

" hi$ Majefty declared. He was refolved to let it pafs 

«. with all Privacy " *. 

The Houfe upon hearing of thjs Report, were 
inflamed againft the Earl, and one of the Members *i, 
nimiog the Earl of Danby^ procee4ed thus : 

T T E is the ferfon to whom ^e owe the Dangers and spntk «- 
XJL. P^^^^ <^f ^b^ French King^ againft us : The Perfon i^^^f ^j^ 
. to w6om we owe the Threats andfevere Anjwers to thofe oTobr. 
bumble Addreffes we made the laft Seffions of Parlia^ 
went: The Perfon to whom we owe the Ruin of this Na- 

* The King in his Speech for the Earl faid, he had done nothing 
but by his Order, and therefore he had pardoned hims and if 
there ym any Defed in hit Pardon, he woold pals it over and over 
agaia, iintil it (hould be legal. Upon this a great Deiiate was, 
raifed ; fome queftioned whether the King's Pardon, efpecially when 
paffed in Qar to an Impeachment, was good in Law : This vi^outd 
encourage ill Miniflers, who would be alwaj^s fare of a Pardon. 
The King's Pardon did indeed fecare one againft all Profecmion at 
his Suit: But, as inQifeof Morder an Appeal lay, from which the 
King's Pardon did not coyer the Perfon, iince the King could no 
more pardon the Injqries done his People^ than he could forgive 
the Deiits that were owing to them ; fo from a Parity of Reafon 
it was inferred, that iince the Offences of Miniftcrsof State wer« 
Injuries done the Pnblick, the King's Pardon could not hinder a 
Profecotion. of Parlislment, which feemed to be one of the chief 
Secarides atid matt effeotial Parts of our ConflitmioUi — -» When 
the BiP of QaniflimenK whidi pafled in the Houfe of Lords was 
Ic^t down^to tht C»mmMf, JVinniti^UM fell on ii in a moft fori** 
ous Manner, and inflamed the lloufe fo, that though it was of* 
fcred that die Earl ihoiild be degraded ot his Peerage as well aa 
haniflie^, and that no Pardon ior the future (hould be pleadid in 
Bar ^ anlmpfa^ent ; this Bill was thrpfin out by the Commons^ 
ajid a Bill ef Attmndir brought in, as will be fee& bsreaftei. 
Murnit, p. 4f3, 

Zi MT' fovfht TStwnvtils one of the new CouncB. 

O 4 tion^ 
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X08.9. tion^ and exhaufting thi Kinfs Rtvenue : ^e Perftm i9 
whom we owe the Expeme of Two Hundred ihwfand 
. Pounds a Tear^ unaccounted for : The Per/on to wboni 
we owe the Raifing of a Standing jfrmy to be kept up 
by the Receipt of Six Millions of Livrcs yearly^ for three 
' 2ears^ to enflave Us^ and our Religion : The Perfon to' 
whom we owe the late Bone that wat thrown in on the 
Sitting of the laft Parliament^ to kinder the good IJfiie 
that might have come by 'their Proceedings ; who is now 
laying down his Staff, and making uj> his Accounts in the 
Ireafury^ as be pleafes^ to enrich himfelf out of ibt 
Spoils of the People^ andfo depart^ 

jtntpe*' i have often faid. That the People in gcoferal 
|iMi ufcm ^grc pcrfwaded not only of the Reality of the Plpti 
$H ^iet. ^^ Ycn^ with Relation to the Government and Reli- 
gion, but that the king and the Duke of Tork were 
chiefly concerned m it. This Speech makes it dear 
r that this was the Sentiment at leaft c^ him whofpoke 
it J for when a Member of the Commons advances 
fuch Projjofitipns, without a Reprimand from the 
Speaker, it m^y certainly be depended ontbat he 
fpeaks the general Senfc of the Houfe. Bcfidcs the 
Removal (^ the Dujce of Tork made it clear that 
the King wa$ not ignorant of the Sufpicion tbatwaai 
entertained of his yielding tQo much to the Counfel^ 
of his Brother. It is therefore very hard to cooceifo 
why fo many ingenious Mep bend all theii* Endca- 
yours to deftroy thip Truth of thi: Belief, of the ^ 
ality of this Plot, on Pretence that the Article, which 
related to the Defign of killing dw Kinff, niiy ^ 
doubtfuk For the Truth of the two pthqr Brandies 
concerning the Government and Rel^iom ^'^^'^^JS^ 
upon US' flhom fo many Circumftances, thai wc iioft 
be wilfully blind not to fee if. Perhaps; the W^jJ 
Plot offchds fi^me ^erfpiis, whd cannot compJ*j**^ 
Jhow a King can confpire a Plot ag^ft hts Sabjefis* 
But if this is the only Difficulty, I dare <^ »»*•*' 
pcdiehc fer ah immediate Agreement. * Ini the R<^^ 
. of fayinigtl??tthc^^wi^$^il^9^^ Fq»^9**"55 
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the Oovcrmncnt and the Proteftant Religion, let us «^7S-9- 

qnly %, that t:hcre was a meditated Defign, fupport- 

cd by the King and the Duke of Tork^ to render the 

King abfolutc, and introduce the Popi/h Religion. 

For this is precifcly what is meant by the Plot. The 

Defign of killing the King was only an Appendage -^ . 

to the Plot, fuppofing it to be real, and an Eflfi^ 

•f the Zeal of fpme private Perfons, who thought 

the Plot would be crowned with the furer Succefs, 

by fpcedily fettinp the Duke of Tork on the Throne* 

I ihall not infen here the Earl of Sbafisburyh Speech 1679. 
in the Houfe of JU)frds, becaufc fo much Pains has M*rd»i5* 
been taken to rcprefcnt him as the great Enemy ot 
the King, and the Perfon who put ;^11 m Motion, thac 
whatever came from him muft be fulpcfted. Never- 
thelefsl ihall produce one Paflage out of this Speech : 
•< Popery^ favs he, and Slavery^ like two Sifters, go i*t Esrl 
^* Hand m Hand i fometimes one goes firft, fome- V^^htft*? 
** times thef^ others but wherefoevcr the one enters, c^^*. 
•* the other is always following clofe at Hand, la 
** England Popery was to have brought in Slavery j 
*♦ in Scoiland^ Slavery went before, and Popery was 
** to follow *\ Thus much is certain, that his Ob- 
fervation bn the Slavery of Scotland was cxaftly verifi- 
ed, and that the Duke of Lauderdale^ fupported by 
the Court, exercifcd amongft the Scots a Tyranny 
unknown to their Forefathers. What then could ^ 

the Englijb expeft, when they faw a neighbouring 
Kingdom, in veiled with no lefs Privilege than their 
own, governed in fo abfolute a Manner, under the 
ikme &ng and the fame Miniftry P Could they ex« 

!t that the fame Maxims would not be copied in 

lland^ if it could be done with the fame Eafe ? 

rj(ie fame Day the Lords fent a MelTage to ac- Tt$ Urt 
quaint the Houfe of Commons^ that the Ean of Dan- ^/^ Daaby 
fy had withdrawn, and could not be found. Whereup- T*^ 
on the (^iiim^wf ordered, ** That a -B^'^/ be brought ^^jJi^^^ 
^* in CO fumnibn Thomas Earl of Danby^ to render /•rr#ii 
<• himfelf to Jufticc by a certain Day to be therein ^^fi 
fi liovcedi w ifi J^j^hvdjL thereof to attiint him •^ cTjL'm 
' ^ The 



toz The Hiftory €fEi»GLhVD. Vol. XIV. 

1^79- The 3d of Jpril Articles of Impeachment agaiuft 

the five Lords in the Tower were drawn up by the 

Commons^ and carried up to the Houfe of Lords, u 

well as the Bill to fix a Day for the Earl of Danbj 

to render himfejf to Jaftice. The Lords having fcnt 

back this laft.J5f7/ with fome Anaendments, the Ca»* 

pions were diflatisficd, becaufc the Lords were not of 

Opinion, in cafe the Earl refufed to furncnder him- 

felf, to proceed againft him by Bill of Attainderi but 

to content rhemfclves with inflifting other Penalties. 

The two Houfcs had fcveral Conferences upon this 

Subjeft, in which the Commons continued always firm; 

without abating any Thing of their Higo(ir agaiolt 

'PMjfed hj the Earl. At laft the Lords paffed the J?i//, and 

thiUrdi' appointed the 23d of April for the Earl's furrcntfc- 

jiffmrnn- ring himfelf to TryaL The Earl feeing that bis Ab- 

dtrshim- fence could not hinder the jB/7/^-^//tfi;«^r from paf- 

/!{itcih$ ^^"S againft him, refolved at laft to furrend'er himfelf 

Tow$r. to the Ulher of the Black Rody and the fame Day he 

' was fent to the Tolver. The King now found him* 

fcif involved in greater Difficulties than he had ever 

ftruggled with before, as he faw that the Earl of 

Danby could not make his D^ence without divulging 

his Secrets. 

7hi Ting If the King would have altered his Maxims and 

forms • Principles, nothing had befen more eafy for him 

miwC0H»' than to have extricated himfelf out of thefc Troubles. 

*' '' He needed only to have broke oft his Intelligence 

with France^ to have difmifled thofe of his Minifter^ 

' who were unacceptable to the Parliament, andaficd 

with Sincerity for the Intereft of the Kingdom, and 

of the Protefiant Religion, abandoning aU the Pro- 

jeds he had hitherto formed. But he could not bring 

himifelf to a Refolution oj making this Sacrifice, as 

well becaufe he believed his Honour was cpncerned^ 

as becaufe he only aimed to gain Time, and to amuft 

the Parliament. . It was with this View th»t, by the 

Advice of Sir WiUiam T^empk^ ht refplved to forip « 

new Council, into which were to be adnii^ted fop^ 

Lords moA'pppofite to him, as the JBaiils ff ^^^-^ 
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hry ^nd £ffex. This Council confiftcd of Thirty 1*679. 
Members, Fifteen whereof were ever tobcthcpre- 
fcnt Chief Officers of his Crown and Houfehold. Ten 
were to be taken out of the Nobility, and Five but 
of the Commons. But he took Care in this Model ot 
bis Council, to have a Majority of fuch as were de- 
voted to him. The Earl of Shaftshury was made Prc- 
lidentof this Council, though no Man in the King- 
dom was more hated by the King than himfelf. His 
Intention was to make the Publick and^ Parliament 
believe that he was refolved entirely to change his 
manner of governing, and to refer himfelf in all Af- 
fairs whatfoever, to the Advice of this new Council. 
But this was only to amufe the Publick. For as on 
the one Hand it was not poflible for the King to de- 
part from his Principles, either as to Religion or Go- 
vernment, fo on the other Hand, the greatcft Part of 
bis new Coun(ellor& were not of a Temper to facrificc 
the Royal Authority to the Will of tne Parliament. 
The Earl of Sbaftshury would have been well plcafed 
with his Poft of Prefident of the Council, if his Au- 
thority had been anfwcrable to the Rank he held in 
it* But he quickly perceived that he was there only 
for (how, and to lervc as an Inftrument to the Dc- 
lignj of the King, whilft others had his Confidence* 
There were chiefly four that had the Direftion of Af- 
fairs committed to them, who were the Earls of Sun-- 
derland and EJfex^ the Lord Hallifax^ and Sir William 
temple. Thefe digefted and prepared every Thing 
which was to be propofed to the Council or. the Par- 
liament. 

The King had no fooner made this Change, than Mquainn 
he went to the Parliament to acquaint them with it. '?* ^*''' 
But though the City of London^ and the reft of the '^^1%^ 
Kingdom rung witn joyful Acclamations, and were 
perfuaded that Things were taking a better Turn, 
yet the Houfe of Commons received the News' with 
great Coldnefs. They had not yet fo much Confi- 
dence ia the King, as to perfuade themfelves that he 
really intended to govern otherwife than he had hi- 

ihena 
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1679. ther(o done ; but believed this was fome new Arti- 
fice, which would foon produce its EfFefls. So that 
by this Change the King gained not much Ground 
^nohjtf* in the Houfe of Commons. I atfi fenfible that this 
Hmtkl^Bdil Diftruft of the Ctmmdns is afcribed to the Artifices of 
f^ Shafts- the Earl of Shaft sbury^ and Sir fTiUiam Temple more 
^ni7- than once inlinuates the fame. But it is not eafy to 
comprehend how one fingle Man could have inflo- 
* ence enough in the Country-Party, to lead them 
which way he plcafed, if that Party had not known 
other ways what Sbaftsbury laboured to perfuadc them 
of. For Inftance, this Earl infinuated that thci Na- 
tion could never be fafe againft the Duke of Tbrkj and 
that when he fhould once poflcfs the Crown, all Pre- 
cautions, all Meafures now taken againft h'lm would 
ranilh and come to nothing. Was he in the wrong? 
And was there need of fo great an Influence to con- 
vince the Country -Party of a Thing they were but 
too well perfuadcd of before ? It is therefore a mere 
Artifice to impute the Animofity of the Commons to 
the Earl of Shaft shur'j Won^y as if it had no other 
Foundation than his Credit and Intrigues, in order to 
remove thereby the juft and real Occafions of Com- 
plaint which the King's Government had given. 
They had fcen in the foregoing Years the Meafilres 
purfued by the Court, as well againft the eftablifhed 
Qovernment as Religion. What had the King done 
to make all this forgot ? He had iffued out Procla- 
mations againft the rapiJiSy but they were fo ill exe- 
cuted, that they were capable of giving no Securitjf 
or Confidence to the Parliament. The King, under 
Colour that he might be engaged in a War againft 
France^hzA levied an Army of Thirty Thoufand Men, 
andatjfhe fame Time was negotiating a yearly Pen- 
fion with that Crown of Six Millions of Livres for 
the Maintenance ot thefe Troops, as appeared evi-, 
dently from the Letters produced in JParliamcar^ 
What had the King done to remove the Fears occar, , 
Coned by this Artny ? He had applied to their Maiiij 
Ipnance the Money whicn the Pariian[ien^had|ra»tea 
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\ him lor their disbandin^^ and if he had confented to <679« 
' their being difmifled, it was only becaufe he applied 
to another ufe the Money received from France. In 
fhort^ could the Tranfadions of the Cabaly the King's 
Indolence with regard to the Interefts of England 
and of all Europe^ the frequent Prorogations of Par- 
liament at critical Times, when vigorous Refoludons 
were taking againft France^ now grown too powerful ; 
his Defign in Conjundion with that Crown of over- 
turning the Commonwealth of Holland^ a Defign fo 
direftly oppofite to the Interefts of England^ could 
all thefe Things I fay be forgot? Could it not be 
feen that the King was without legitimate Children, 
and that the Duke of Tork his Bromer and prefump- 
tive Heir, was not only a Papifi^ but alfo a Bigot to 
his Religion ? Could the Parliament fhut their Eyes 
againft what pafled in Scotland^ where Tyranny was 
compleatly eftabliflied? I only hint here at fome of 
the principal Caufesi of the Nation's Sufpicions and 
Fcars^ for to make a particular Recital of them 
would lead me too far. After all this, how is it jpof- 
fible to believe that the Intrigues and Arciftces ofthe 
E^rl of ^£>/j^^ry were thefole Caufe of iht Commons 
Diftroft ? I do not doubt that he contributed to them, 
and that lb well informed as he was of the King^s 
fecret Defigns, he opened the Eyes of Numbers who 
would have fufFcrcd themfelves to have been blinded 
by the Artifices of the Court. But this is not all 
that IS meant by afcribing the People's Fears and Jea- 
loufies to the Intrigdcs of this EarL Whether he 
a&cd through a Spirit of Revenge is no Concern of 
mine % however that b^, it is certain that the Event 
made it too clear that his Advice was agreeable to the 
Interefts of the Kingdom. « 

While the Alterations the new Council was to jn^Pin 
make in the Afiairsot the Government, were impa- ^''A'*'''*^* 
tiently expe&ed, the Houfe of Commons found them- ^/jT* 
(elves fuddcnly alarmed by an Information received °°' 
of a frefli Deugn of the Papifis to burn London a fe- 
COftd Time. The Houfe of one Bird in Fttter-Lane 

being 
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1679. being fee' oh Fire, his Servant, called -E//2;/jfe/i O^fej, | 
was- fufpedled of having done it on purpofc, andfcnt | 
to Prifon. She confeflcd the Faft, and declared that | 
' (he had been employed to do it by one Stubbs a Ptf- j 
pfij who had proniifcd her Five Pounds. : Stubbsht- \ 
ing taken up, confeflcd that he perfuaded her to it, I 
and that Fat|ier Gifford his Confeflbr put Kim upon 
it, telling him, that there was no Sin in hurnini all \ 
the Houfes of Hereticks. He added, that he had frc- \ 

?uent Conferences on this Affair with Giffordzxd two 
'rijhmen. Moreover Stubbs and ithe Servaint Maid 
declared that the Papifts were to make an Infurrefti- 
'on, and expefted an Army pf Sixty Thoufand Men 
irom France. The Commons obtained a Pardon for 
IStubbs and the Servant Maid, in Confider^tibn of their 
,ready Confeifion. But every one inferred from this 
Incident, that Gifford had done hia bed to reduce the 
City of London to Alhes, as in the Year 1666. 

This Accident produced an Addrefs from thcCtf«* 
tnons to the King, to pray him to order the Exccu- 
*tion of Pickering the Jeuiit , and other condcmneJ 
. Priefts. >s 

But the Commons (topped not tere. The fame V^ 

'tbcy refoljV^dl to. meet on the Morrow,. *th|ough it was 

[Sunday^ to confider of Meansi for the Prcfervation ^^ 

the King's Pcrfon, and the Protefiant Religion againft 

the Attempts of Papifts^ as well, under the prefect 

* King, as hi^ gqcceiTor. Accordingly, ihe next J^ro- 

ing they Bidt ordered ^.Bill to be brought, ih^tp to- 

* - n ifti all f-apijls^ .or reputed Papiftsi within iondsn ^ 

[ifFeJiminfieVy Twenty Miles from the famc^ for & 

'Months; and diep they votedy Nemine Contrddicentt^ 

Votiof thi<^' That the Duke oi Tor^k htin^?i,.Papifty the^pfs 

^'SX " of his coming fuch to the Crown, ha^i given the 

Vnk^ <?/ " greateft Countenance and E^ncour^emcnc to the 

York, «* prefcnt Co'nfpiracies and Defigps of the Papifi^^: 

" gaitifi; the King and the Prot^ftani Religion **. Ttas 

Vote )ivas carried up to th« 1^4* for thei' Concur- 



rence * 



• • " / The 

• By the Lord -Rii^/,; 
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i The 25th of Jpril the .Earl of Danby appeared at' 1(79; 
I riic Bar of the Houfe of Lords, and thcfe produced ^^^ ^-«'^ 
I the King's Pardon for all Crimes and Offences what- l^wii 
j (oevcr committed before ;;he 28th D^cy of February. King's^ 

laji. After which he >y^s fent to the Tower. The Pardpm. 
' Lords having given notice of this to the Commons^ 
'' tiity^OTdtttd th^ Commitlee of Secrecy to examine the 
^ Naciir*' of the Earl's Plea, who made their Report, 

•* That it was a Thing without Precedent, that a 
'' ** Pardon was ever granted to any Perfon impeached 
' ^* by the Commons of H^h-Treafon, or other Hrgh- 
' ** Crinres depending in the Impeachment". After 
' this Report, the Commons defired the Lords to de- 
^ m«nd of /the Earl of Dnnby^ ff^ber be' would rely 

Hfon, anit abide by the Pica of his Pardon. This was 
' Ae Day after, and the Earl praying Time to anfwer \ 

tlie Lopch alldwcd him four Days. 
The fame Day the King returned this Anfwer to 

the Common's Addrefe for the Execution bt Pickering 
^ add other Prtefts: Gentletaren, 1 have always been 
' tender in Matters of Bloody' wbicb my Subjects have n6 
' ¥ettfon to take Exception at: But this is a Matter of 

great ff^e^btj 1 /hall therefore confiderofity and return 

^ j^a» Anfwr. 

^ , The Vote of the Commons rclatin|r to the Duke of rt' ^i*f ^ 
i jR^rt touched the King to the Qnick, who plainly J^^^^^ 
^ fiiw-th»t they did not intend to ft op there. He there- lUmuu. 
^ fere wfefit to rile Parliament the 30th of Aprils and 
^ in a ih6ft Speech recotnnriended to the Houfes the 
^ Dr^tch' of Three Affairs : i. The Profecution of 
I the Plot: 2: The Disban^ng of the Army: 3. The 
^ Providfhga Fleet for tih^ Amnion Security. Then 
\ to gfre f&m a fenfibl^ t^r oof of his Care to prefer ve 

their Rdigion x6 Pofttrtty, lie told them,^ That he bad 
^ eommdnded Iris -ChaneeHtir ,W mention fever al Parifcitrars\ 

which be hoped would hem 'Evidence^ thatHn aU things 

that concerned ibe pttbRtk ^Security ^ he^fifvutd'-wt follow 

thnr Zeafbui leadit. -' • ;^ - 

4. "• ^ • • -Aftcf 
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.4679. <c to make you bappy, he would make it hUBufi- 
^^ nefs to efFedt it for you. God Almighty long 
^^ continue this blefled /Union between the Kiogi 
** and his Parliament, and People. ** 

Thefe Propofals were not received by the Houfc of 
Commons with that Applaufe the King expefted. The 
Fears and Sufpicions of the Commons were too great 
\4 R#/2r^. to be diffipated by fuch OiFen. Though fome Au^ 
tion ufon^ ^j^^^s are plcafed to call this an Infatuation in tke 
pjeri r'^ ' Houfe of Commons, yet I think my fclf obliged to 
Utlng to obferve. That the Kmg offered indeed his Confeot 
thf oukt to A£ts of Parliament, but fuggefted no Means to 
^iuu^um ^^^^^ ^^^ Execution. It was an Artifice of the 
Court of England from the Reign of James I, to this 
. Time^ to talk of the Laws as the Bulwark of the 
Subjed's Liberty, and Barriers fo ftrong* that they 
were not to be got over. Neverthelefs, that Prince 
and both his Succeflbrs had on feveral Occafions made 
a (hifc to go beyond them. I (hall produce here fome 
Inftances of this, to which many more might be .aA- 
ded. Were the Laws enafted for the Prefervation of 
Religion under the Reign of James I, punctually a* 
ccuted ? Of what Benefit could Laws made for the 
Security of their Liberty be to the Subjeds, whc» 
James I, cftabliflied it as a Prmciple, that though ia 
Confcience and Honour the King ought to govern 
his Subjefts with Equity, he might neverthelefs ifl 
virtue of his Power govern in a defpotick Manner^ 
jtnd the Subjeds have no Right to controul his Ac- 
tions ? Did the Petition of Right reftram Charles I 
from levying Ship-Money ? Did the La^s hinder the 
iame King from governing Twelve Years together 
without a Parliament ? Did he not in that Interval 
raife Supplies of Money by an abfolute Authority? 
Had Charles \\ been more fcrupulous ? Was it in vir- 
tue of the Laws that he (hut up the Exchequer^ and 
feifccd the Money there without the Confeat of the 
Proprietors ? Was it for the better Execution of the 
Laws» which fecm to fecore the Liberty ef the Sub* 
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jcft, that he reccitred annually from France a Pcnfion t479- 
of Six MiHions of Livres ? Of what ufc therefore 
are Laws, the Execution whereof no human Power 
can warrant, wljeh the Intcrefts of Prince and Pco-* 
pie are diametrically oppofite, as muft have been the 
Cafe in the Reign of a Popijb Succeffor ? This is 
fufficient to demonftrate that the King's Offer of his 
Afient to the Jifs he propofed, was in efFeft inca- 
pable to diffipate the Fears of the People, bccaufe 
not only no Expedient was propofcd to aflTure the 
Execution, but moreover it was not poflible to give 
any fuch Aflurance. But it will be asked what other 
Expedient was there for fecuring at onc^ the Religioh ^ 
and Liberties of the Nation, confident with the 
Right of ^uccefBon ? I confefs there was none, and 
affirm withal, that thofe offered by the King were 
infufficient. But to whom was this Impoflibility 
owing ? Undoubtedly to the Duke of Tork^ who had 
openly declared himielf a Papifty and from that time 
had with reftlefe Endeavours excited both England diud 
France to undertake the Defence and Propagation of 
his Religion, as is evident from his Secretary Cole* 
man*^ Letters. To enable the Reader to judge of 
this Matter being the Principal of this Reign, I Ihall 
here propofe fome Qucftions which are neceflary to 
be confidercd before he can decide in favour of King 
or Parliament. 

Queftion the Firft. Was there any Danger to 
England in admitting a Popijh Succeflbr ? 

This the King himfelfdid not pretend to deny; 
for otherwife, Why did he propofe Expedients to pre- 
vent this Danger ? 

2d Qaeftion. Were the Expedients propofed by 
the King fufficient to prevent this Danger. 

This is what no Perfon can cither pofitivcly affirm 
©r deny. For if on one Hand it may be fuppofed 
that a Popijh Succeffor would have fincercly complied 
with the ASs propofed by the King ; it may on the 
other Hand with equal Juftice be luppofed, that the 
JDuke ^iTorky the inmwdigce SucceMor, tonAdenng 

Vol. XIV. P2 his 
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1679. his Principles, his Humour^ his Tcijipcf, his Zeal 
for his Religion, would never Rave fuffercd with Pa- 
tience the Rcftrairtts laid on him by dicfe J£is of Par- 
liament* But this was a Contingency of which God 
alone could ^now the Event. 

3d Queftion. The Commons not believing that the 
Expedients offered by the King were fufiicient to 
prevent the Danger, and the King believing that 
they were fo ; who was to yield, the King, or the 
People reprefented by the Commons ? 

This is what I fhall not take upon me to decide. 

4th Queftion, Which Evil was greateft, That of 
Breaking the lineal Succeffionin the Exclufion of the 
Duke cATork^ or that of expofing Religion and the 
Kingdom to Ruin and Deftruftion I 

This Queftion fuppofes that the Kings of Eti^ni 
fucceed by a Right purely Hereditary. But this Sup- 
pofition is very much controverted. It may atleaft 
^ be affirmed, that feveral Parliaments have decided 
the contrary *. As to the Queftion itfelf, it may at 
leaft be averred, that in France^ in a parallel Cafe, 
upon the Death of Henf^ III, the Interefts of the Ctf- 
tholick Religiolf were, without Hefitation, preferred. 
to thofe of Henr'^ IV, who was a Protejlant^ and the 
next Heir: But many affirmed, that as the French 
did ill, fb the Englijh Parliament was to blame to 
imitate them. '^ 

5th Queftion. The two Evils, that is to fay, the 
Breach in the Succeffion, and th€ expofing the Pro- 
tejlant Religion, being fuppofed perfedly equal, 
which was it moft reafonable Ihould fuffer, the Rights 
of the Duke, or the Religion of the Nation ? 

Some pretend that the Right of Succeffion is not to 
be violated upon any Confidcration ; that the Concerns 
of Religion itfelf arc not of fufficient Weight to au- 
thorize fuch a Violation. Others on the contrary 
maintain. That when Things were reduced to fuch Ex- 
tremity, that either the Duke or the; People rauft fuf- 

fer,' 

♦ An W^paflfed in Queen tlUahith't Rcfgn, aflcrting thePov^ 
x>t the Parliament to limit thQ .Siscceifion ^f the Crown. . 
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fer, the Duke ought to be the Sufferer, becaufe it ^^79. 
was he.whb had brought Matters to this Pafs. 

The Reader ought to determine thefe Queftions, 
before he can give a peremptory Verdift upon this 
Affair. 

The Day after the King's and Chancellor's Speeches 
to both Houfes, the Commons without taking any 
great Notice of his Majefty's Propofals about the 
Succeffion, fell upon the Bill for preventing the Dan- 
gers arifing. from Popery^ as well in his Reign as in that 
of his Succeflbr. 

They aHb read for the firft time a Bill for better pre-r 
vention of illegal Exalfion <f Money from the Subjeii • 
and^r^r^aftothcr to be brought in, *« That when 
«« any Member of the Houfc was preferred to any 
*« Office or Place of Profit, a new fFrit fliould im- 
** mediately iflueout for eleding a Member to fervc 
« inhisftead/' 

The 5th of May they refolved, ** That the Pardon yttdgi* 
*' pleaded by the Earl of Danby was illegal and «»*»^ *-^ 
•* void'% and the Speaker,, with the whole Houfe, ^jjjjjf^* 
went up to the Lords Bar, and demanded Ju|dgemeftt ^l!"/,/ 
againft him. " Danby. 

Shortly after thriy drew up an Addrefs igainft the A9$ Ad, 
Dut^e of Lmderdale^ in the ftrongeft and moft ag- ^'^f^*.*! 
gravating Terms that could be invented, which they ^^^f />* 
carried in 4 full Body to the King. But it feems the Lauder- 
King could not then part with this Minifter, the laft dale 
of the Cabal J and therefore he coldly anfwcred the 
Addrefs by faying, ^at be would conftder of it, and 
return an Anfwer. 

In the mean time the King fent a Mefiage to the Pickering 
Commons by the Lord Rujel^ who acquainted the^^'''^^* 
Houfe, ** That his Majefty commanded him to let *^'**' 
•* the Houfe know, that his Majefty was willing to 
^« comply with the Requefb made f6 him by the 
** Houfe concerning J*iVferf«g, and that the Law ^ 

«< fhould pafs upon him accordingly : That as to the 
«' cofideinned Priefts^ the Houfe of !peers^had fend 
i* fpr ttem* in «dcr as iiis Majefty conceived to 
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1679. f« fomc Examinatioiis, That -he repeated his In- 
<* ftances to them for putting the Fleet in a good 
«* Pofture, for difpatching the Difcovcf y of the 
" Plot, the Tryal of the Lords, and the Bill for the 
" Security of Religion.*' 
if Menty- After this Meflage the Camnfdns finilhed th6 Money- 
BMt^ffid, 5J1I fpj. disbanding the Army, which had the Royal 
Affent the 9th otMay. By this A£l a Supply was 
granted to the King of Two Hundred and Six Thou- 
land. Four Hundred Sixty Two Pounds, Seventeen 
Shillings and Three-pence, for paying oflF and dif- 
banding the Forces raifed fince the zgth of September 
1677. The Adfc had a Claufe in it, that for the fa^ 
furcj^ Soldiers Jbould not be quartered in any private Per^ 
fons Houfes againji their Confent. 

At the fame Time the Lords informed the Cm- 
monsj that the Earl of Banh'j refolvcd to adhere to the 
Plea of his Pardon 5 and that the Commons having it- 
ilianded Judgement againll: him as conceiving his Par- 
don illegal and null, the Tenth Inftant was appointed 
. for bearing the Earl of Danby to make good %is Pfe^« 
The Lords likewife acquainted xlttetCxmmons that they 
had refolved the five Lords in the ^ower Ihould W 
brought td their Tryals the i4fh Inftant. 
'jtifi- The Part of the Meflage Concerning the Earl of 
retue be- "Danby fo heated the Houfe of Commons^ that they 
'twoLl% ^^fi^'^^^^ '' Thttno Commoner y^hufotvcr fliouldprc- 
pn'thet^ari ^^ (^tne to maintain the. Validity of the Pafdon 
#/Danby V *« pleaded by the Earl of Dafdfy, without the Con- 
^/4ir. cc fent of the Houfe firft had, and that the Perfons 
•* fo doing (hduld be accounted Betrayers of the Li* 
« berties of the Commons 6f England.** This Vote 
.was pofted wp Jn ieveral Places, that no Pcrfon might 
> , be ignoraiit of iu The true Reafon of tMefe Pro- 
ceedings of xhc Commons was. Their Hope9, by tht 
Examination f>^ the fpverai ' Articles of ^ Earrt 
impeachment, of being let into aU the King's fecrct 
Pr^aiccs witli* the Court of pram ^ whereas tht King 
^y his Parcf6ii*^4 put tb« Affair in futh a Slate, that 
^ere woul^ha^ Seen iio moiemcafion totntoit^^ 
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Ac Earl df I)anhf% Anfwers to the Articles exhibited «^79- 
againft him. 

The Vote of the Commons very much heightened the 
Differences that were already begun between the two 
Houfes about the Manner of Proceeding againft the 
five Lords in the Tofver. For the Lords had ad- 
drefied the King to appoint a Lord High-Steward to 
prefide in the Tryals ; but the Commons^ thinking this 
onneceflary^ propofcd, ** That a Committee of both 
*♦ Houfes might be nominated to confider of the 
** mo^ proper Ways and Methods of proceeding 
** upon Impeachments.** And this is what the 
Lords refufedy which occafioned a warm Difpute ; 
but at laft the Lords agreed to the Nomination of 
a Committee. 

The fame Day the Lords communicated to the 
Houfe oi Commons a Petition from the Earl of Dan^ 
fy^ m which he fet forth, " That he met with In- 
««^ formations federally from his Council, that he 
«* durft not appear to argue the Validity of his 
«* Pardon, by reafon of the Vote of the Houfe of 
«« Ctmmons ; ** their Lordfhips therefore defired to 
know. Whether there 'mis any fucb Vote as was at- 
ledged in the Parliament ? 

It appears plainly from the Proceedings of the Aidnfs §f 
Commons^ that thev only fought to drive things to Ex- ^^•^♦w- 
trcmity. With this View they prcfented an Addrefs Thtlfimt 
to the King, reprefenting, ^^ nat Multitudes of Je- #f tin m- 
*' ftnts^ Vopijh Priefts^ and Popijb Recufants^ reforted tow. 
*• to the Cities of London and JVeftminJier in Con- 
^* tempt of his Majefty's Laws and Royal Procla- 
•♦ mations. Wherdbre they humbly befought his 
♦* Miydly that the Militia of London^ Weftminfter^ 
«* Southwark^ the Totver.Hamlets^ of Middle/ex and 
«* Surrey^ might immediately be raifed, and put in a 
^* Pofture of Defence.** The next Day, though a -^ «« . 
Sunday^ they ordered a Bill to be brought in, (pur- J^2J#ll 
fti^nc to their Rejblv4( that Day Fortnight ) To at/able ^^0/ 
gbe Duke of York to inherit the Imperial Crown of York* 
Soodaod. isBinediatdy after diey rcfolved jNmrne 
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i^7?* Con^^dicenUy " That in Defence of • tlite : King's. 

*** Perfon and the Proteftant Religion, they would. 

** ftand by his Majefty with their/Lives and For- 

** tunes i and that if his Majefty fhould come by any 

*^ violent Death, they would revenge it to the ut-» 

^u Ad' ** mpft upon the Papfts.'* This was foon after put 

^r#/5/<>/*«ipto the Form of an Addrefs, and prefcnted to the 

hT/Am* ^^"S' ^^^ returned his Thanks and Anfwer,. ^^^ 

fijuer, be would do what in him Jay to fecure the Proteftant 

Religion^ and was willing to do all fucb Things, as miibt 

}e to the Good and Benefit of his Subj^ffs, . • 

Jn the, mean Time he fent,them a Meflage on the 

14th of May^ to remind them of what he hadfaid 

concerning the Fleet ; but the (Jlonfidcrationof this 

Meflage was adjourned till the Monday feven-nigh? 

afterwards. ^ - ' 

4 v'tfe- The Committer of both Houfcs nieeting to con- 

ftnci ke^ fider of the Way and Method of trying the iippeach- 

SVJ/>/ ^^ Lords, a warm Difpufc began between the two 

reUzingto Jioufcs, on occafion of the Bi^ops ; the C^mrmi 

fljfBijljQfs. pretending that the Bifhops> qowM not fit tfpon the 

Tryal of the impeached Lprfds, ajs it was a Cafe of 

Blood ; the Lords on fhe other Hand maintaining, 

" That the Lords Spiritual have a Right to ftay and 

. *> fit in Court, till the Court proceed to the Vote 

«* of G^^i// J or «t?/ Gt^i//y." This A ffair made a grrtt 

Noife, and occafioned feyeral Books to l)e written on 

bpth Sides *• 

At 



♦ The Lords ypotiinghm and ^cherts trgpec] for the -v -- 
voting. But the Lords hfe^, Ska/tsbury, an'd fioUis ^erc a^ajpR 
it. Upon a Debate it was carried by the Majority that thcBilbops 
had a Right to vote. Whereupon the Ccmwns declared they 
would not proceed, unlefs the Bifliops were obliged to wiihdra* 
during the whole tryal. Upon this Breach the Parliament va| 
prorogued, and fOon after diffolvcd.' ' Apd the BUme was a» 
chiefly on tbc Bifliops. It ittm^ they defired to withdraw, d"| 
the King would not fuflfer it. He wai fp fet on mfintainiDgttc 
fardon\ that he would not veptiire ifuch a Point on the ^^^^9 
the Temporal Lords, He told th^ Bifiiops they ronrf ftfckf??^^ 
and his Prerogative, as they would cxjjcd that he fliouM ftjCf "< 
theiR iftfecy cjnj? to ht pu(fct.|t. gy. this ^leaB8 ibgr wfrc «>f- 
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Atlaft, on.the 15* of Aftfy, thcGommons rc2,d for 1679. 
tHe firft Time their Bill^ to difable'jbe Duke of Yort J^^^^'^^ 
/r(7W inheriting the Imperial Crown 0/ England ; now J//*^^ 
called the Exclufion-Bill. After the Particulars- of 
the Confpiracy againft the eftablifhed Government,* 
wd the Protejtant Religion, 1 it was fct fprxh ^ * , • - ^ 

" That ihc Emiflaries, Priefts and Agents for the Tbi Sit^ 
5* Pope^ ,had traiteroufly fcduced James Duke Q^fif^^^^f 
*' TorK Prefumptive Heir to thefe Crowns, to the ^fj^f^^iij, 
** Conaniunion of the Church of Rome \ and had 
*^ induped him to' ^nter into feveral Negotiations 
>• with the Tope^ his Cardinak ^nd Nuncio^ s^ for pro-. 
^* motihg the Romijh Church and Interefts ; and by 
^^ his Means and Procurement had advanced the 
^* Power and Greatnefs of the French King, ta 
•* the manifeft Ha2:ard of thefe Kingdoms. That 
^* by Defceot of thefe Crowns upon a Papift^ and, 

•* by 

pofed to the popular Farjr, and every where cenfored at a Set of 
Men that for their own c^ds» would expofe the Nation and Frp^ 
teftant Religion to Ruin. And in Revenge many began to declare 
openly in &vour of the Non^epnf^rmifts^ who upon this behaveil 
▼ery indecently* and fell very feyerely upon the Body of the Clergy. 
On the other Hand, the bifiiops and Clergy f<it themfelves to 
mrrite againft the late TimeSi and to draw a Parallel between them 
and the prefent Times : which was not managed decently enou|$h 
by thofe who undertook the Argument, and who were believed 
to be (et on and paid by the Court. Particularly Sir R^gtr I'kfiran^ 
for four Ye^rs publi(hed Three or Four Sheets a Week under the 
Title of the 0*^rv4rflr, all tending to defame the contrary Patty, 
and maketbf CUrgy apprehend their Ruin was defigned. Upon 
this the greateft Part of the Ci^gy delivered themfelves up to 
TDi|chH<R|t.and Indifcretion» which was vented both in their Pul- 
pits atojl compionConyerfation. They feemed now to lay dowa 
all Fears of Pif^ry s and nothing was fo common in their Mouths 
9s t)i.e Yiufprty Oi^t which, asthey hioted, was near being a<fted 
over again. Both City and Country were fall of many Indeoen- 
cies that Broke out on this Occafioo. Among the worthy ind 
"Eminent Men, whofe Labours did in great meafure refcue the 
Church from thofe Reproaches that the FoUies of others drew 
Dpon {iff, were liUatfimf TMnnifm^ Skdrp^ fairuk^ sherlcil^, F^ttdif^ 
Sc9t, CMUm$GUg9f, C^dv/Qitb^ the two Umsf William^ $^c* 
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1679. ^* by forden AlJiancc and Affiftatice, they tnightbc 
•* able to uacceed in their wicked and villainous De- 

** figns *^ it was therefore cnaded by the Kiog 

and the two Houib of Parliament : 

« I.. That the faid J amis Duke of Tork^ Man's, 
•« and UlfteKy ihould be incapable of inhcritii^g 0ic 
** faid Crowns of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
** with their Dependencies 5 and of enjoying any of 
** the Titles, Rights, Prerogatives, andf Revemicj, 
** belonging to the faid Crowns. 2. That in Cafe 
*♦ his Majefty ftiould happen to dye, or refign hit 
** Dominions, they Ihould devolve to the Pcrfoa 
^* next in Succeffion, in the fame manner as if the 
;** faid Duke were dead. 3. That aJl A As of Sovc- 
;*^ rcignty and Royalty thit Prince might then h^pcn 
^ to perform, were not only declared void, but ta 
^ be High-Treafon, and puniHiable as fuch. 4. The 
♦* if any one, at any Time whatfoever, fliould ca* 
"•* deavour to bring the faid Duke into any of the 
"^ ibretnetitioned Dominions, orcorrcfpondwithhim 
** in order to make him inherit, he Ihould be guilty 
*« of High-Tr€afon» 5. That if the Duke himfelf 
** ^ver maiirned into any cf thefe DominH3ns, con- 
«* fidcrins the Mifchiefs that muft enfue, he Ihould 
*«* be looked upon as guilty of the fame Offence i 
•^ and all Perfons were authorized and required to 
•♦ feize upon and imprifon him, and in Ciafe of Re* 
• ^ Bftance made by him and his Adhcrcntsi to fut 
^ ^* due them by Force of Arras.**, V 

7him pive Days after, thh Bill was read afeeOndTin^* 
^Yndtlme' " P°^ which the Queftion Jjcing put whether the M 
fhiould be a>mmitted9 the Tm^ had a Ma^rity of 
Si jventy-nine, upon^ Divifion t)f the Houfe *. 
jin Bn^ This AiFah- being .put in a way, the Cmwns^Ch 
^tP '"''' ^* ^^^ ^^ ^^ Enquiry after the Penfioners of the Irfl 
<Si 5 X ^ ^^^**^^^> ^^^^ ^^ fo«Hd *t« be nciAcr fo mm** 
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roul tiof coniiderable as was expe£ted. Eighteen were t6ysf. 
^icovered who had received annual Pertfions from 
Ae King, two 1000 /. a Piece *, fix 500 /. ♦^ two 
400 /. ♦*, four 300 /. *3, four 200 /. N. BefideS 
there were fix others who had received certain Sams 
w one Time : Three more were brought in for Sums 
ttccivcd upon Account 5 and five for uncertain Sums, 
'though this Num^ber appears not very tonfiderable^ 
it is neverthclefs fo, when it is confidercd that in the 
Houfc of Commons there are Members, who are fa 
dextrous, and of fuch Influence, that they dHpofe of 
fcvcral Votes befides their o^n, fome more, foroe 
lefs; and that a handful of Penfioners may upoa 
^pyOcc^fions turn the Refolutions of the Houfe 
which way they plcafe, 

fa the mean Time the King being highly offended T*#?ifr. 
with the Houfe of Commons^ and hearing moreover ^^'^••»' 
that they had a Defign to prefcnt to him a Remon- f^^^'^^^ 
ftrance, not much unlike that prefented to the King 
his Father in 1641, and which was intended to in- 
ftttne the Nation agiinft him, refolved to prorogue 
the Parliament. For this Purpofc he went^ to the 
Houfe of Lords the 27th of May^ and fending for 
theCommoHfy he pafled fome £i/&4 and ]>articdarly 
one for fecuring the Liberty of the Suqeft, called 
the Habeas Corpus A£t^ and then prorogued the Par- 
liament to the 14th of Auffifi. By this the Exclufton^ 
Sill was dropped for a Time. 

The News of the Proceedings in the Englijb Parlia- A«iyirij^ 
mcnt had fo raifed the hopes of the Scotch Male-con- 7*' ^T 
tents, that they thought the Time was now come to ^rX 
takeiuU Revenge upon their late Perfecutors. Sharp biikpp of 

Arch- St. Aa- , 
. r drcvs. 

* Sir C$uriUy ?ipU HiiSitych Cbsrliim. 
-*> Sir JauMhw Tn/Uwn^^ Rphrt R$hirth Sir ysmit SmUhi 
Sir WtUp HpWMri, Sir tkb^fi Wifimait, and RsmMfb Eg$r$cn. 

^* Sir Cktrltf WhuUr* and Ihonuu Pria. 

*} Sir Join Bamsh$ Sir lU»a WMm. Dsmtl C^UmiWHJi 
ViiM$hin Pkilbs. 

*f Colonel J^, Mr. WiMslmgt ymtfhnf C^rmwMt, and Mr. 
iMi. TUtUftisltidtobcprociiroab]raeHeIpp|Si^5|»^ 



1679. Archbilhop of Sc Jndrew^swsis marked out a Sacri- 
fice to their firft Fury. If Do6lor Burw/ in the Ac- 
count of his own Times is to \k believed. Sharp had 
done enough to merit the Hatred of , the Presbyteri- 
ans. For on Pretence of an extraordinary Zeal for 
their Party, he had prevailed to get himfclf deputed 
to London on the Reftoration^ to take Care of their 
Interefts, but had bafely betrayed them. This raifcd 
him to the Archbiflioprick of St. Andrew^s^ and from 
that Time he became their moft violent Perfecutor. 
Whether this U according to ftrift Truth, or a licdc 
aggravated, it is however, not to be denied, that tte 
Scotch Presbyterians were extremely incenfed againft 
Sharf^ and confidcred hini as a Traytor. • Wherefore 
in this Crtjis'<, which fecmcd to flatter them with great 
... , . Changes, Twelve of them refolvcd tQ take 'their firft 
Revenge upon the Archbifliop. For this Purpofe 
they waited for him about two Miles from St. An- 
irews^ whither he was going in a Coach and Six, and 
rtnoft inhumanly and barbarpufly mprdercd him, call- 
ing him, Apoltate^ Betrayer oftheGodly^ and Perfecu- 
ter ofChriJi^s Church. This Murder was committed 
'An Ufur. the 2d of May *. , In the End of the fame Mondi 
rem^n m ^q. Presbyterians appearcid in Arms, and in a few Days 
^^° * their Number rofc to 1.500. They feized GlafcoWr 
I and forhe. other Towns in the Neighbourhood, and 
committed great Diforders, . , 

The 

" " • Though RAptn names Burnet, he follows Ech^t^s Account of 
this Murder, which is very dififcrcnt from the Biftiop's. Hcfty« 
- As a Party of furious Men were riding through a Moor near St. 
jindnw^s r without any Defign then upon Sharp] they faw the 
Archbi (hop\ Coach appear. He was coming from a Council Dafi 
and was driving home, having fent fome of his Servants before to 
let them know he vas coming, and others he had fent off on 
Comphments ; (0 that there w^reno Horfenien about theCoaa>. 
They ffeeing this, concluded, according to th^ir frantick Enthufi^' 
fiiek Notions, that God bad now dcliyered up their greateft Encmf 
into, their Hands, Seven of them made up to the Coach, an» 
oqc fired a Piftol at hirp, which .burnt his Coar and Gown,^ W 
did not touch hifi Bodjr. Upon tlris they iteyf liitt^ 9}f of i^. 
Coach, a^d murdered tuti^ bafbaroufl^, p. 471. ' '"" 
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The King having Intelligence of this Rebellion, 167^. 
and that it gathered Strength daily, lent t"hc Duke of f ^f^^^^ 
Monmouth at the Head of fome knglijh Forces, who ^ui^o/ 
were, joinfed by fonie Scotch Regiments. The Diike Mon- 
acquittcdhimfelf with fuch Bravery and Succefs, that moudk; 
(the 2%AioiJune he gave an entire Defeat to the Re- 
belS) killed eight Hundred, and took more than 
twelve Hundred Prifoners. Several were hanged, 
and the reft tranfported into the American Iflands. ' 

Shortly after the Prorogation of the Parliament, Th$ ny^t 
the Tryal of the five Jefuits^ fVhitehread^ Harcourt^ of rtv 
Fenwickj Gawen^ and 7Wr»^ came on. The 13th of^*'**''* 
Jvnt they were brought to the Old-Baily^ where their 
Indiftmenc was read, and the Witneffes heard. . 

Gates's Evidence was, «* i. That the Confult of Gates'/ 
" the-24Ch of Jpril 1678, was by Order offFhite- i>9{of%tinii 
" bread the Provincial, and that he, Femvick, Har- 
" ^0«r/, and Turner^ did all in his Prefence fign the 
'' Refolvc for the King's Death. 2. That fVbife^ 
" breads after his Return to St. Omer% did fay. He 
" hoped to fee the black Fool's Head at Whitehall laid 
" fajt enough % and if his Brother fhould appear tofol- 
** low his Footjleps^ bis Pafsport fhould be made too. 

*^ 3. That in 7«/y, Afhby a Prieft, brought over 
" Inftruftions from Whitebread^ to ofFer Sir George 
** fFakeman ten Thoufand Pounds topoifon the King j 
** and alfo a Commiffion to Sir John Gage to be an 
" Officer in the Army they defigned to raife, which 
*' the Witnefs delivered to Sir John^ 

** 4. As for Gawen^ though he could not pofitive- 
** ly. fay he faw him at the Confult, yet he faw his 
** Hand fubfcribed to the Refolve: And that in Julj 
*■ 1678, he gave them in London an Account how 
" profperous their Affairs were in Staffordfhire and 
" Sbropfhire ; that the Lord Stafford was very dill- 
•' .g^nt, and that there was two or three Thoufand * 
" CQunds^ ready there to carry on the Defign ; all 
** which Jie afterwards heard him declare in Fathct 
t' Inland's Chamber/* . 

Stephen 



9ns> 
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§619. 

Stephen Dugdale, a new Witnrfs^ depcfidy 

Dugdak"! *' I* Ag3iin& fTbUebread^ that he fawa Letter un- 
J>ifpf$ti^ •* der his Hand to Father Ewers^ a Jifuit, andCon^ 
" fcffor to the Witnefs ; in which he ordered him to 
^^ be fure to chufe Men that were bardy and truftf^ 
** no Matter whether they were GentUnun : And he 
•' fwore what they were to do ; that the Words un- 

•* dcr his Hand were in cxpreTs Terms For Kil* 

^^ ling the Ki^. 

^^ 2. Agamft Giftzvn he fwore» that he entertained 
** the WicneTs to be of the Confpiracy to Mijrder 
^^ the King, asoneof thde refolute Fellows defcri- 
*« bed by IVbitebread\ and for that End they hadfc- 
^ veral Gonfultations in the Country ; as at BofM^ 
<^ and at Ttxal in September 1678. And he heard 
^^ them talk in one of chofe Confults^ that it was 
^< the Opinion of the Monh at Paris^ who were to 
*' affift in the Con(piracy» Hiat as foon as the Ved 
** was doney they (hould lay it on the Presbyterians, 
" and fo provoke the other Protejiants to cut their 
*' Throats. That he had intercepted and read ft- 
" hove a Hundred Letters to the fame Purpofc, to 
^^ bq delivered by private Marks known to Father 
*• Ewers. 

** 3. That the Witnefihimfclf was fo Zealous in 
^' the Caufe, that he had given them four Hundred 
^' Pounds for carrying on the Defign, which Gawen 
*' had made him believe was not only lawful, but 
*' meritorious ; and thiit he was to be ,fent up to 
*' London by Har courts there to be inftniftcd about 
^' Killing the King. 

" 4. That the fame Harcourt did write Word to 
♦* Father Ewers of Sir Edmondhury Go^rep being 
** difpatched that very Night it was done % io that 
f.' they knew 4!^ it m Stafforjfiiire (tvttzX Days before 
f * it was Commonly known in London. And to con- 
** firm this Tcftimony, he produced Mr. C*«^««>, 
" a Gentleman, whg fwore, he did hear it tcfc^^ 
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<* as from Mr. Dugdale ; and that he was not in 1^79. 
<^ Town when the Murderers of Sir Edmondbury God- 
" frey were tryed, or elfe he then would have wit^ 
*^ neiTcd the fame. 

^* 5. Againft 5r«r«^r he fworc. That he faw him 
" with others at Ewers^s Chambers; where they con* 
*' fultod together to carry 00 this D^fign of bring* 
^* ing in Poj>€ry by killing the King.'^ 

Prance depofed, 

^* I, That Harcourt one Day paying him for an Prance*/ 
" Image of the Virgin Mary^ told him there was n ^f^fi^ 
^' Dcfign of Killing the King : And that Fenwick 
" told him in Ireland's Chamber^ that there fhould 
** be Fifty Thoufend Men in Arms in a readinefs to 
" fettle their Religion* and that they Ihould be com- 
" roanded by the Lords Bellapy Powis^ and Arun-^ 
''delofff^arderr 

Bedloi depofed, 

" That he had fcen Wbitehread and Fenwick at fe- BcdloeV 
" vcral Confults about the Plot \ and that he had ^*f'fifi^* 
" heard Wbitehreadj at Harcouri's Chamber, tell Cok^ 
** man the manner of fending the four Ruffians to 
"»7»^/ortokillthc King. 

** 2, That he faw Harcourt take out of a Cabinet 
" about Fourfcore or a Hundred Pounds to give 
** to a Mcffenger, to be carried to the faid Ruf^ 
*' fianSj with a Guinea to drink Mr. Coleman^s Health. 
** 3. Tb^t fFhilebread told him, that Pickering was 
"to have a great Number of Majfes^ and Grove 
■^ fifteen Hundred Pounds for killing the King. 

** 4. Thzt Harcourt employed him three feveral 
*' Times to carry their Confults beyond the iScas ; 
** and that in Harcourt^s Prefence, he received Cole- 
*' man's Thanks for his Fidelity, and that Harcourt 
*' recommended him to the Lord Arundel ^ who pro- . 
" mifed him great Favour when the Times were 

*♦ turned : 
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t6|9. «* turned : ' Alfb that he faw Harcouri give Wdkmdh 
*« a fii// to receive 2000 Pounds, in part of a greater 
♦* Sum ; and heard Sir George fay, fifteen noufani 
«' Pounds ijpas but a finall Reward for the fettling Mi- 
«« gion^ and preferving three Kingdoms from Ruin*^" 

'AUtnr Befides thefe Evidences, there was 1 Letter found 
ffiui$i. aftfiongft Harcourt*s Papers, from one Petre a Jefuit^ 
which names a Meeting dcfigned on the 24th of A- 
fril 1678, which was brought to fortify Oates*sE' 
vidence of the Grand Confulc : But this was explain- 
ed to figftify a Triennial Meeting about the Choice of 
a Procurator to be fent to Rome^ but not to the full 
Satisfaflion of the Court, which lookdd upon it as 
an Evafion. 
Tki Priff* The Defence made by the Prifoncrs was various 
mgfs Dr. and long : Befides their frequent AffcVerations and 
/€9£e. Proteftations of their Innocence, and their Ignorance 
of any Defigns againft the King ; they much argued 
againft the Witnefles, infilling, 

*' That to the making of a credible Witnefs, there 
*' muft be Integrity of Life^ Truth of Tejiimony^ and 
** Probability of Matter I but the Witneffes againft 
** them, Oates^ Bedhe^ Prance^ and DugdaUj were 
" Men of defperate Fortunes, and flagitious Pcrfons, 
*' and that falfe Swearing was their livelihood.'' 

jiRmark. I cannot forbear remarking by the way, that if 
this Maxim, T'hat to make a credible Witnefs^ h- 
tegrity of Life is required^ Ihould be received without 
Reftriilion, it would bealmoft impof&ble to come it 
any Proofs of Plots like this, becaufe commonly only 
Villains engage in them, and they arc only difcover- 
cd by Accomplices. 

" They alledged particularly the great Improte- 
*' bility of trufting Oates with Secrets of the highcft 
** Importance, when he was turned away fro^itj St. 
*« Omar's for his Mifdemeanours and Immoralities, 
■** which were fo great, that he was denied the Sa- 
4 «t craincofc 
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" cramcnt. They charged him with ContradiftionSt '^79. 
" with Relation to his former Evidences.** 

Thefe Contradictions conlilted in this, that Oatet 
had faid before the Council that he knew no more^ 
and yet had add^d a great many Things afterwards. 
I fliall not repeat here whn I have faid before upon 
this Matter. 

They produced about fixtcen WitnelTes to prove,, 
/* That Oates had been all Aprils Maj^ and till the 
" latterEndof 7««tf 1678, at St. Omer*i% and that 
'* they faw Mm every Day, and convcrfed and dined 
** with him, and that he was never out of the Col- 
" lege, except two Days, and one Night he was at 
*' Watton^ and two or tnree he was in the Infirmarj^ 
" &c. and confequently he could not be at the Con-. 
" fult of the 24th of April 

And further they proved, «* That Sir John War* 
" »^r, and Sir Thomas Prefton^ whom Oates had fworn. 
" to have come over with him to the Confult, were 
^* all that Time^ beyond the Seas, one at Watton^ the 
" other at Liege. *' 

And moreover to ftiew that Oates was not a Man 
to be credited, they produced eleven Witneffes to 
prove, " That Father Ireland^ who was executed, . 
** was not at London^ and made it appear direftly, 
" contrary to what he had fworn upon his Tryal. 
" They added, that if the Evidence of their Side, 
" Ihould be rejcfted becaufe they were Roman Ca-^, 
** tbolicks, all Commerce with fcvcral Countries 
" would be dcftroyed." 

The Chief Juftice replied, that they had no room 
to complain of the Witneffes being rejefted by the 
Caurt, becaufe on the contrary, their Depofitions 
had been received without any Scruple, and thatic 
belonged to the Jury to determine upon their Evi- 
dence as they faw Caufe. 

Vol. XIV. O In 
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»*79' In Anfwcr to thefe Accufations, Oates alledged, 
** That his coming to London to the Confult was 
** very private ; yet he. produced Six Witneffes to 
*'« teftify they faw him there about that Time, but ia 
** a fort of a Difguife " ^. But none fpoke very 
home but Mr. Smith a Schoolmafter of IJlington^ who 
afterwards in the Reign of Ring James II retrafted 
all that he had faid. 

As to Ireland^ being in London^ Oates produced 
one Witnefs, who did affirm to haye fcen him there 
at that time. 

. Gawen offered to undergo the OrdeaU or fiery 
Tryal, over red-hot Plow-fhares, as a Teft of his 
Innocence, But befides that this way of proving an 
accufed Perfon's. Innocence was abolifhcd Six nun- 
dred Years agb^ and confequentlyout of the Power 
of the Court to allow, it fs certain that at the Tima 
when the Tryal by. Ordeal was praftifed, it was ne- 
ver made ufe of biit wliert other Proof was wantirig^ 
ifrHith could not be complained of here. 
- 'ffarcourt urged in his Defence, with regard to 
the Letter faid to be wrote by him to Ewers concern- 
ing Godfrefs Death, That he muft have been mad to 
{end fach a Letter by the Poft. 
The Je- ' The Jury after a fhort confideration returned, and 
ftiits c0n- brought all the five Prifoners in guilty of High-Trca- 
LaDg'^ fon ; but Sentence was refpited till the next Day ; on 
ho^'i which came on the Tryal of Richard Langhorn a 
Try^/. Counfellor at Law of the Temple^ a Romijh Gentle- 
man well skilled in Conveyancing, and much em- 
ployed by that Party. Being brought to the fame 
rlace with the five Jefuits^ and before the fame Pcr- 
fons, with a new Jury 5 Oates appeared and fworc : 

« I. That 

^ An old Dcminiedtt T/Ur, flill'of that Ci&iKfci^ and Ord/tr, fwore 
he f»w Oaies in Engl^d^ and fpoke with him at that time. By 
/ this the Credit of the St. Qiver- Scholars was quite bbfted» SftrMty 
p. 464. 
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*^ I. That the PriToner held Correfpondence with J<^79. 
*« k Cbaife^ and others, and that the Witnefs car^ 
" ried fcveral Letters to Pcrfons beyond the Seas ; 
*' in one of which he faw under his own Hand, Words 
•^ to this purpofc, T^at now tbey bad a fair Opportu- 
** nit'j to begin or give the BloWy with other Expreffi- 
^' «ns plain enough concerning the Plot, 

" 2. That he had Order from the Provincial 
^* Whitehread ^10 give Mr* Langborn an account of the 
" Refolve of the great Confult, April the 24.th 1678, 
" and upon acquainting him with it, the Gentleman 
*' lifted lip his Hands and Eyes, and prayed, That 
" God voouldgive it good Succe/s. 

" 3. That he faw in his Chamber certain Commif- 
" fions which they called Patents ; and that he per- 
" mitted the Witnefs to perufe feveral pf them : One 
*^ Was to the Lord Arundel of Warder^ to be Lord 
" Chancellor, another to the Lord Powis^ to be 
•' Trpafurer, and one to the Prifoner, to be Advo- 
** cate of the Army ; all figned Jobant\es Paulu^ d" 
" Oliva^ by virtue of a Brief from the Pope. 

*^ 4. That being employed as a SoHicitor for feve- 
" ral of the Fathers of the Society, the Prifoner pre- 
** vailed upon the Benedi£line Monks, to raife fix 
** Thoufand Pounds for carrying on the Caufe ; and 
" faid in his hearing, ^at be would do bis utmoji for 
^' procuring the Money. 

** 5. That he was difgufted that Sir George Wake- 
" man was not contented with Ten Thoufand Pounds 
*^ to poyfon the King, and called him a narrow-fpi^ 
*' rited Fellow^ narrow^fiuled Phyjician ; wbo^ for fa 
** puhltck a Caufe^ ougbt to bave done it for nothing. 

6. An Inftrument being produced, figned Paulus 
ie Olivaj found in Langborn^s Chamber 5 Oates fwore, 
" That the fore-mentioned Compniffions were figned 
*' by the i[amc Hand ; but they were, all conveyed 
" away, and this being only an Ecclefiajiical Bufinefs, 
** and not dangerous a» they thought, was left be- 
** hind/' . ' 

Vol. XIV. Q 2 In 
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1679. In the next Place Bedloe fwore, " i. That going 
** with Coleman to the Prifoner's Chamber, the for- 
" mer gave him his Letters to Father la Cbaife the 
*' Pope's Nuncio and others, open to read and re- 
*' giller in a Book kept by him for that purpofe •, 
<* and that fomc of the Expreffions in thefe Letters 
** were. That /ill Things were now in Readinefs^ and tbej 
*' only wanted Money ; that, the Calbolicks were now 
*« in Safely ; that Places and Offices bad been difpofed to 
«' themj and that all Garrifons either were or fuddenlj 
*' would he in their Hands ; and now they had a fair 
** Opportunity^ having a King that was fo eafy to i^ 
" lieve what was dilated to him ky a Party. 

" 2. That he brought other Letters from Harcourt 
** to Langborn to be rcgiftred ; of which Letters, 
«' one was from the Reftor of the Irijh College at 
«' Salamanca^ which fpecified, ibat the Lord Bcllafis 
*' and the rejl concerned Jhould he in readinefs^ for tUt 
" they hadfent fome Irifli cafhiered Soldiers^ wilhmanj 
" other Lay-Brothers, under the Notion of Pilgrims 
* ' for St. Ja^o, who were to take Shipping at the Groyn> 
*' and to land at Milford-//jw«, and there, to join 
*^ with the Lord Pov/is,^* 

Mr. Langborn in his Defence, befides the folemn 
ProteftatioriS of his Innocence, alledged, *' That 
«* Oales and Bedloe the Witnefles againft him were 
'« Parties in the Crime, and dcfired to know whc- 
*' ther they had their Pardons, '* Upon underftand- 
ing tha; Bedloe\izA Three, and Oales had Two under 
the Broad-Seal ; he infilted, « That they were ftiU 
*' Approvers in the Eyes of the Law, and therefore 
" not to be heard ; and defired to know if they ex- 
*' pefted any Rewards for their Difcoverics." OaUs 
replied upon Oath, *' ^at he had heen rewarded b') 
*' expending Six or Seven Hundred Pounds out of bis 
** own Pocket J without knowing if be Jhould ever fee it 
*' again. '* Langborn then alledged, " He had 
-*' heard Bedloe had received Five Hundred Pounds'* i 
but he was anfwered, " Th;it that was for the 
*' Difcovery of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey'^ Murder, 

« and 
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«« and not for the Plot." And Bedloe fworc, " That 1679. 
^« be was [6 far from having ati'j Benefit for that Dif 
** covery^ that be was Seven Hundred Pounds out of 
*.« Pocket.''* When the Prifoner infifted upon the Im- 
probability of their Aflertions, by Reafon of their 
great Neccflities and Povertyj when they firft made 
their Difcoveries, he was told, " That fuch Enquiries 
<* were foreign to the Matter in Hand." And fo he 
proceeded to prove Oates to be perjured with Refpeft 
to thcConfulc in April 24, and to the Bufinefs of Fa- 
ther Ireland^ by the fame Witnefles that had been 
ufed by the Five Jefuits the Day before. Whereupon 
the Chief Juftice told him that a Witnefs could not 
be rejedted as perjured, unlefs he was declared fo up- 
on a Tryal 5 therefore his Allegation could not be of 
any Service to him. 

As Oates had formerly fworn, that he lay at 
Grovels Houfe about the Time of the Confuk, he 
brought Mrs. Grove to teftify, that he never was 
there about that Time ; which was confirmed by her 
Maid ; and both affirmed that the Houfe was taken 
up, and that there was no room to lodge him. The 
Court thereupon faid, that being difguifed he might 
lodge there without being known. 

While this Tryal was depending, the Earl of Cafile- 
main came into the Hall, and told the Judges, That' 
the Mob ufed Violence towards the Witnefles who 
had depofed in. Favour of the Prifoners, and that 
they were in Danger of their Lives ; upon this the 
Court ordered immediate Inquiry to be itiade after 
the Authors of thefe Violences, that they might be ^ 
puniflied according to their Defer ts. 

In Conclufion, the Jury brought Langborn in gull- Langhorn 
ty, and he received Sentence, together with Five h condemn 
Jefuits that had been tried the Day before. *«^- 

On the 20th of June the Five Jefuits were executed, Thejcfmtt 
with Protcftations of their Innocence.' Wbitehread in ixecuad. 
particular, declared ** That he renounced from his '^^^f^^ 
** Heart all manner o( Abfolutions^ ^'^fp^^fr^^ons for ^^^^^^^ 
^ Swearings iiK. which f6me had been plcafcd to lay fiffi^w. ^ 

CL3 !!w 
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1679. *^ to the Jesuits Charge, thinking them unjujtifiabky 
«' and unlawful.** Langhorri*s Execution was put off 
for a Month. He was executed the 14th of J«/y, 
and die4 protefting his Innocence of the Crimes for 
which he was condemned. It was the Wonder of 
many, that fo aj>lc a Lawyer, if he were innocent, 
had made fo weak a Defence. 

As the Death of thefe Five jefuUs^ and the Three 
before executed, made a great Noife ; and as to this 
' Day they are believed innocent by fome, and guilty 
by others ^ t cannot forbear beftowing a few Reflexi- 
ons upon this 3ubjedl, to aSift the Reader to make 
an impartial Judgement. 

'^Refc:- I. Xhe Truth will never be difcovered, if Mca 
\'QJ*^^^ fufFer themfelves to be led away with the Prejudices 
i/// ^^ of Religion. If we believe an accufed Perfon to be 
guilty, becaufe he is a Papift or a Jefuity or if for 
the very fame Reafon we believe him innocent, all 
farther Examination is needlefs. The prejudiced Per- 
fon always finds Reafon and Jufticc in one or other of 
thcfe two Opinions, he is therefore, if it be poffibk, 
to ftrip himfelf of his Prejudices. 

2. The condemned Jefuits were accufed of three 
Things, of a Defign to kill the King, to fubvcre 
the Government, to root out the FroUjlai\t Rcl^i- 
on. Never thelefs the greateft Part of the Evidence 
againft them went only upon the firft of thefe three 
Articles, the two others being taken for granted, 
It is neverthelefs upon the Suppofition of the other 
rwo that the Article of the DeSgn to kill the King 
is fuppprted, becaufe it is pretended, that the Aim 
of the Gonfpir^fors was to place the Duke of York 
itpon the. Throne, as more proper to advance their 

' Defigns than the King his Brother, But this Prc- 
t(5nfion is^ by no Means proved, and we fee iK)thing 
. ia the JLvidences that fhows, "fh^t this w^ their. In- 
tenr. . -• • . 

3. But on the other Hapd, it cannot but be al* 
(owed ch^t throtighout thi« ^%kM Reigft, rt«i« was 

8fe^. 
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a fettled Dcfign to render the King abfolute, and in- i679* 
troduce the J'^^j/S Religion/ This is thfe Meaning of 
theie/fej^prfeflions^ ^0 fubvert theXihvernment^ anAfo 
de^rjy J%e Tfotejtdnt Jteljgion. Tnis 'being fuppofed, 
it is not agai'nft Probability to imagine that the Pii- 
pjls and yejiiits might believe that their 4^rojeft woifld 
be foonerexecutedif the King was removed, and the 
Duke of 2?r^ placed upon the Throne. * 

4. It, is upon this Probability, that the ,5^^r/i have 
been accufcd of the Defign to kill the King. It has 
been fuppofed, that being acquainted with the gene- 
ral Defign, or .the Plot, they believed the King'^ 
Death a proper Means to haften the'Execucion, and 
here the Witndflcs were very pofitive. 

5. The Defences of the.Prifoners cOn filled chiefly, 
I. In AJfeverations and Protefiations of their Inrio- 
ccnce. 2, In the Depbfitions of the.Witnefles frdm 
Sr, Omer*s^ and the County of Stafford^ who proved 
that Oates was not in London the 24th of April 1678, 
3. In the Improbabilities of the Evidence given by 
Oates and Bedloe. Upon thefe three Heads I propdfc 
to make fome Refleftions. 

I. The, Protejtations and AJfeverations of the accu- 
fed Perfons during their Tryal ought to go for no- 
thing •, but when they are carried fo far, as to the 
''^ery Point of Death, they ought to have fome Re- 
gard paid them» If they form not a pofitive Proof, 
they at leaft make a ' Prefumption, becaufe Pajpijis 
are not lefs convinced than Protejlants^ that Lying is 
not the way to cfcape the juft Judgement of God, 
before whom they are fliortly to appear 5 and that 
befides thcfe Protefiations never prevail for a Rev^r- 
fel of the Sentence. 1 am aware that tht J efuits are 
accufed of approving Equivocations and Mental Re^ 
firmtions. But, without examining how fer this 
Charge may be proved, it is certain, that Father 
ff^t^read^ upon the very Ladder, teftified an Ab- 
horrence of this Do6trine, and renounced all man« 
^^Q(PardmswAJ)iJ^enfa^ from the P(?/^> or 

94 my 
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1^79* tny other Power for fwearing or fpeaking agairift 
the Truth *• It is not then impoflible but that the 
Jefuits, however Innocent, would have been con- 
demned upon falfe Evidence, without fupppfing any 
Paillon or Prejudice in Judges or Jury. ; Accord- 
ingly* this is what a great many pretend •. Sut there 
are others who pufti the Matter further, and m^^ia- 
tain that the accufed Perfons might have been ac- 
quitted, if Paflion and Prejudice, both in Judges and 
Jury, had not prevented. Thi^ wc fliall ejcamine in 
the next Article. 
' 2. I have in another Place fpoke of a Defence 

* fourtded upon the Pxoof of the Jiihi^ which lays the 
Judge under a Neceffity of diftributing Juftice af a 

' Venture, fince there being a direft Contrariety be- 
tween the Evidences, the Judges cannot be fa- 
tisfied oq which fide the Truth lies. Oates dcpofed, 
That he had afllfted at the Grand Confultation held 
in Isondon Jpril 1678, He produced fcven Witnet 
fes who afprmed, th^t they faw him in London ^t 
that Time. The Jsfuih on their Side produced Six- 
teen Witneffes from St. Omer\ who affirmed th« 
Oate^i was at St, Omer*s at the fame Time. Either 
therefore the Evidence given for Oates, or for the Jf- 
fults muft be falfe. Now, that which probably dc^ 
terjnined the Jur'j to bring the Jefuits in guilty was : 
Firft, The prifoners objettcd only a bare Denial V 
gainft the Tcftimonies of P^ance^ Dugdale, and Bed- 
Toe^ whiph could pot \>m bf eed a difa^vantagious 

Prejudice 

♦ R4^f»feem« not to have takcp notice of ^ Pafligc In Buri^ 
on this Occafion. One Serje^Hi, a feeuUr Pritft, a icalous F4^ff 
in his Way, feme MonlhsatiortbcfcExeaiiions, appeared bcfarc 
the Council upon Security given hiqa, aod averred tUt <»^f' ^r 

f'gfnlt,, who died proteftinghchad neye( thought it lawful to mor- 
er Kings, but had always dctclled It 5 had at his Jaft being w 
VUnders^ Aid |p a very devout Rerfoh,' from whom> Sirp*^"^^ 

• it. that he: thoaghv.tbe Queqn .might lawfully pke a^y *^ 
..Kipg's Ufejorfhe. injuries hehaddoa^ bcr, buf u^uch mpre 

' feecaufe he wv 4 Htf^tick. Upon that Serjeant T^n'o}\t W^ojtii^^ 
' Particulars to ihtrw- how Mttlc Credit im dui to the ftpt^ft^^^W 
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Prejudice againft theni. Secondly, The Witnefles »679. 
from St. Omer^s were all Scholars, or Perfons depend- 
ing upon thp Jefuits College, this was another Con- 
fideration capable to pre-poflefs the JM'^. . Laftly, ^ 
The Point in Hand was to examine into a Plot con- 
trived i>y Ptf/>//?/, as fuch, and in favour of their Re- 
ligion,' and not as private Perfons incited by other 
Motives and Paflibns. In this Cafe it is not very 
ftrange. that the Evidence, given . by Papijis was fui- 
pefted. For it is certain, that at that'Time, the O- 
pinion fqpported by the Votes of both Houfes of Par- 
uament, that there was a real Plot to fubvert the Pr^?- 
teftant Keligibn, was generally embraced throughout 
the whole Kingdom. 

As to the Majority of Sixteen Witnefles againft 
Seven ; this can occafion no Difficulty. For Seven 
Witnefles difperfed in London^ who had only occafi- 
onally feen Oates^ were as credible as the Sixteen Ihut 
up in one Houfe at St. Omers \ And though there 
fcould have been only two from St. Omersy yet all o- 
thpr Circumftances being alike, they would have been ' 
as Credible as the Seven Witnefles in London. 

3, I proceed now to the Improbabilities found in 
the Evidences of Dates and Bedloe. Firft^ It is diffi- 
cult t(i conceive the Neceifity of bringing the Con- 
fultation upon the King's Death before an AfTembly 
pt Fifty JefuUs. Secondly^ One may with fome Rea- 
fon fuppbfe, that aq Affair of fuch Importance as 
the AfTafllnation of a Ki^gi pafTes through the Hands 
of thofe only who are mpfl: diftjnguifhed in tht Socie^ 
th either by their Pofts or Capacity. But it is by 
no Means credible that Fifty fuch could be found in 
Erigland or at St,.Orner*S;, ubirdly^ I know not that 
^ny Perfon, to this Day, has pofitively aflfured lis 
that Oates was ^ Meniber of the Society of JeJUits. 
I^everthelefs he not only appears in the Grand Con- 
fultof the 24th gf Aprils but he has an Employ ih 
}? of gresit Truft ^nd Impprt^nc^, which was the 

carrying 
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i&l9i to feck for an extraordinary out-of the-way Gaufc, 
when one fo naturally offers in the whole Conduft of 
the King, who hitherto had made it clear that his 
Interefts, and thofe of his People were entirely diffe- 
rent ? 
skGeoTgt ; The iSthof 7««^, Sir George TVaieman the Queen's 
wakcman Phyfician was brought to his Tryal, together with 
^•/i^f^eri James Parker^ miliam MarJhaU two BeneMm 
^'^ * Monks J and William Rumney^ a Lay-Brother of that 
Order. Oates anr* Bedloe were the Witncflfes againft 
them : But befides that their Depofitions were im- 
perfcft, and the greateft Part uppn Hearfay^ which 
could be r =: otherwife offered to favour their being 
in the Plot, than upon the Suppofition of the De- 
fign to kill the King, which was yet deftitute of fuf- 
ficient Proof 5 the Jury doubtlefs confidered that a 
Perfon of Sir George fFakematfs Senfe, would never 
truft a Secret of fuch Importance to Bedloe^ of whom 
he had almoft no Knowledge. Nay, he fwore, 5n>^^ 
andac" ^^ never faw Bedloe before in his' Life. However this 
qmt:0d. he, the Prifoners were acquitted ; which was a great 
' Mortification to the two Witneffcs, fince this Tryal 

opened Men's Eyes, and let them fee that Oates and 
Bedloe were Evidences capable of (wearing to Things 
of which they had no perfeA Knowledge *. 
rhi King's About the End of ^uguji^ the King being at ff^tnd- 
iukntp. for^ had three violent Fits of an intermitting Fever, 
which put his Life in Danger, The Earl of £^* 
and the Lord Hallifax^ two of the four Counfel- 
lors which them managed the King's Affairs, fearing 
that if the King died, they fhould fall into the Hands 
of the Duke of Monmouth^ and the Earl ot' Staff 

bury, 

* The Lord Chief Juftice Scroggs, who had been very violent 
againft the Prifoocrs hitherto, was obferved, far contrarr to bii 
former Pradicc, to tttratagainft tbe Witoeffes in this Tryal. TW 
FertugMl Ambaflador went next Day with great State to thaw 
Scr^iP for his Behavioar in Pfrdl^iman's Tryal. By which toe 
Chief Juftice was expofcd to much Gcnforc. This was lo(*w 
on, it foems, as thb-Qtt^ea's Tryjrf ^ well, as fVakeman^h •*?' 
Qstes and Btdloihzd both depofod; that ^Q Was to "affift hiiQ ^ 
poyfoning the King* ^ '^ 
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hury^ and advifed the King to Vend for the Duk«:of 1673. 
Thrkj which he did with all poffible Speed and Se- 
crecy ; for the Duke was at JVindfor the 2d of Sep- The j>uit§ 
tember. But the King, being then out of Danger, pre- */Yorlc 
tended a Surprize at his Arrival. But this Diflimu- ^^^^^' 
lation was not capable to deceive the Duke of Mon- 
mouth and the Earl of Shafhbury. On the other 
Hand, the Earl of EJfex, and the Lord Hallifax^ 
finding that they had made the Duke of Monmouth ' 

and the Earl of Sbaftsbury their irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, joined with the Duke ofTork for their Deftruc- 
tion ; they fucceeded fo well, that the King was pre- ^^* ^tfh 
vailed with to repove the Duke of Monmouth from *-^ ^^'** 
his Poft of Captain-General, and to fend him into ^iShaftf. 
Holland^ to the great Surprize of the whole Court, bury im 
for the Duke of Monmouth was in the Height of the ^^/&''^^» 
King's Favour before the Duke of Tork*s Arrival. 
Shortly after the Earl of Sbaftsbury alfo was turned 
out from being Prefident of the Council *. Thus the 
Court had a new Face, and the Duke of Tork was 
more powerful ths^n ever. He made ufe of this hap- 
py Conjunfture to obtain the King's Leave to retire 
: to Scotland^ rcprefenting to him the Danger of his 
beiilg in the Low-Countries, in Cafe of his Majefty's 
Demife. Accordingly he returned with Speed to n, j^g^t^ 
BruJfelSy to bring Home his Dutchcfs and. the Princefs of York 
■ Anne^ and' arriving ftiortly after at London, he fet V^^ f^^ 
' out from thence for Scotland. If Dr. Burnet's Tefti- S^^^^^ad. 
mony, in the Hiftory of his own Times be true, he 
governed Scotland in an arbitrary Manner, and gave 
manifeft Tokens of his Cruelty, ahd inveterate Hatred 
againft the Presbyteriam. 

Every 

* He had called a Council jaft before, while the King was at 

Niwmarhf, and reprefented to them the Danger the King wa» 

in, by the Duke's being fo near him, and prefled the Council to 

\ rcprefent this to the King; but they did not agree to it. And 

I upon the King's coming to London he was removed, -and Lord 

J(oi$rtSt then made Eartof Radnor, was made Prefident. Burnn, 

P«fr477' 

i * . . 



238 The H^arjt of E KG L ATX d: Vol.Xiy. 

1679. Every one cxpcfted with great Impatience the 

Tk§ Kit9£. Refult of thefc Alterations at Court, and it was not 

TJ^kTId- long before it appeared. The 15th of Oliober the 

^4cg if King fummoning his Council, aftef a little Paufe 

CMffW/, told them, Thai upon many ConfiderationSj which he 

T*^©**! ^^'^ not at prefint acquaint them witb^ be found it necef- 

UMmmi! fin ^^ ^^^^ ^ longer Prorogation of the Parliament than 

he intended : That be bad conftdered all the Confequences 

Jo far as to be abfolutely refolved^ and not to bear an) 

^ing tbatjhould befaid againft it : That be would have 

the Meeting put off^ till that Time Twelvemonth. The 

Privy-Counfellors furptizcd at this Refolution, and 

ftill more fo at the Manner of propofixxg it, were 

mod of them filent. Some however offering to lay 

the dangerous Confequences of this Rcfolutiqn before 

the King, were injoyned Silence. Sir fyHliapi fern- 

fie however, more bold than the reft, ftood up, and 

with great Freedom told his Majefty, ^^ Tbat as to 

** the Refolution be bad taken ^ he would fay Nothing, 

^* becaufi he was refolved to bear no Reafoning upon it ; 

*« therefore be would only pre fume to offer bim bis hum- 

*' ble Advice as to the Courfe of bis future Proceed* 

•* ings % wbicb was^ That bis Majefty in bis Affain 

«* would pleafe to make ufe of fome Council or other^ 

' *^ and allow Freedom to their Debates and Advices 5 af 

^^ ter hearing which ^ his Majefty might yet refolve as 

*« be pleafe d. That if he did not think the Perfons or 

•* Number of this prefent Council fuited with his Affairs^ 

*« it was in his Power to dijfolve tbem^ and conftitute 

*• another of any Number be pleafed^ and to alter them 

•• again when be would ; But, to make CounfcHors 

*• that (hould not Counfel, be doubted whether it was 

'* in his Majefty^ s Power or notj becaufe it implied a 

** Contradidion : And fo far as be bad obfervedy either 

,** of former Ages or the prefent^ be queftioned whether 

" it was a thing praSifed in England by his Majef 

•' //j PredecefforSy or were fo now by any of the pre- 

** pnt Princes i;j,Chriftendom : Therefore be tumbly ^- 

*• vifed'him to conftitute fme fucb Council^ as hewm 

ic tbini 
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<* think fit to make ufe ofj in the Digefiion cf bis yreat 1^79. 
^ andpuMlck Affairs *\ ^ 

This Manner of Proceeding *caufcd a great many changes 
Pfivy-Counfellors to furrendcr their Commiffions to^^^'^ 
the King, and others to abfent themfelves from the '**' 
Council, ^ they did not think proper to fupporc 
and incaurage by their Prefence, the fecret and pri- 
vate Rcfolutibns of the King, nor give Occafion to 
a Belief that they approved them. The Earl of Ef- 
fix laid down his Place of firft Commifljoner of the 
Treafury. The Lord Hallifax^ Sir Wtlliam ^emple^ 
and feme others, retired into the Countl-y. Thus the 
Council which the King had appointed to blind the 
Eyes of the People, was almoft broke, and the Di- 
rcdtioi> of publick Affairs devolved upon the Earl of 
SUnderlaniy Mr. Lawrence Hyde^ and Mr. Sidney Go- 
ddifbin^ or rather the Duke of Tork^ whofc Interefts 
they had embraced ^ and who, though abfent, di* 
refted their Refolutions. 

In the Clofe of the Month of O^ober^ about a a vUt 
Fortnight after the Parliament had been prorogued, «'»/''^«'''i 
alham Plot was difcovered, contrived by the Pa- 
pijis to bring an Odium upon the Presbyterians and 
the Heads of the Country-Party. This Proje^ had 
been laid about the Beginning of Auguft^ by the 
Countefs of Powis 5 one CelUer a Midwife, the Earl 
of Cafilemain^ and the five Lords in the Tower ^ 
The Defign was to trump up falfe V/itnefles to ac- 
cufe Oates of Perjury and Sodomy : To have the 
Earl of Sbaftsbury aflaflinated, and to charge the , 
Duke of Buckingham^ the Earl of EJfeXy the Duke 
of Monmouth^ the Lord Hallifax, and feveral confi- 
derablc Citizens of London^ with being concerned in 
a Plot againft the King. One Dangerfield was to be Danger- 
the principal Aftor in this Farce. He received his ficU ^^« 
Inftruftions from the Countefs of Powis^ the Lprds ^^''/ ^^f' 
ia the Tower ^ and with them a Lift of the Perfons'"* ^ *•' 
whom he was to accufc. Moreover the Countefs 
of Powis had put into his Hands a Model of the 

4 pretended * 
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1679. pretended Plot, which he was to convey into the 
Houfe oF fome one of the (ham Confpirators, and 
there caufe it to be found. 

Dangerfield furnifhed with thefe Inftruftions and 
Papers, informed the Duke of Tork pf the Matter 
upon his Arrival from Bruffels. The Duke of Tork 
made him a Prcfent of twenty Guineas, and intro- 
duced him to the King, who after he had heard 
him,, made him a Prefent of forty more. Afterwards 
he made fome Attempts to aflaffinate the Earl of 
Shaflsbury, but was always prevented by one Acci- 
dent or other. At laft on Pretence of viewing fome 
Rooms, which he faid he defigned to hire, he went 
to Colonel ManfeP^ Lodgings, and found an Oppor- 
tunity to pin fome dangerous Papers behind his Bed's- 
head. This done he went to inform two Officers 
of the Cuftom-houfe, that there were in thofe Lodg- 
ings prohibited Goods to the Value of Two Thou- 
fand Pounds. The Officers repairing thither the 22d 
of O£loher^ fearched every where in hopes of finding 
. their Prey ; but as they did not think to fearch be- 
hind the Bed, Dangerfield himfclf found the Papers. 
The Officers having carried the Papers to their Supe- 
riours, had Orders to return them to Manfel. Four or 
Five Days after the Colonel meeting Dangerfield in the 
Streets, carried him direftly loWbiteball^zxi^ brought 
him before the King and Council. He was ftriftly 
examined, and after a full Hearing, his Contrivance 
being deteded, was fent to Newgate the 27th of 
O^ober. 

Two Days after Sir William Waller^ a Magiftratc 
of -Lovdon* fearching Cellier*% Houfe, found the Mo- 
del of the pretended Plot, writ very fair, and neat- 
ly made up into a Book tied with Ribbands, and hid 
tVimZ i^ a Meal^Tub, which gave it the Name of the Meal- 
efthe Tub-Plot. Dangerfield Ending himfelf undone if J^ 
Meal- perfifted in a Thing which he could not fupport, 
JDa^iJge!-^* applied himfelf to the Lord-Mayor of London, and 
field ^r/. gave him in Writing a large Confeflion taken upon 
toytrsthe Oath, with aDifcovery of the Perfons who fct hiflt 
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ac Wo^. This Confeflion being fent tQ the Coun- 1679. 
ciU fereral Perfoa& were taken up, and amongft the 
reft the: JEarl of CafiUmain. The Countefs of Powis 
accu&d by others, befides Dangerfield^ of confpiri^g 
the Death of the King» was fent to. the Tower ^ and 
ordered, to be prc^cuced for High-Treafon. This 
Affair :cantributed not a little. to the Refolution ta« 

/ ken by the Earl of EJfex and the Lord Hallifax to re- 
tire from Court, becaufe they obferved, th^t though 

> they were fct down in the Model to be fworn ^gainft, 
yet it was carefully kept from them, ;ind the Mat* 
ter ezarmned in private. 

The famous Philofopher Thomas Hobbes dyed this ^'^^ 
Year 91 Years of Age ; his Writings are, unhappi- v Wobbcs.. 
Iji but too well known, to need any farther No- 
tice here*. 

Afiairs in the Beginning of the Year 1680 were i^79-^« 
infach a Situation, that the King had need of all 
kis Patience and Addrcfs. There were vifibly two ^'^''j ^- 
Faaioos in the Kingdom, That of the Court, and g^X/^' 
That of the Country. To the Endeavours of the* 
Court to igain Profelytes to their Pafty, the 'Cqun- . ' 

• To be afJittlc more large upon the Cbaradcr 9f tbif Philofo- 
pher— ——He was the Son of a'acrgyiuan, born at MaUmf- 
^«ry in wUt(hir$, md called from this Place of his Birth Mmlmf 
hurknfit. He went out Batchdor of Arts at Mj^g44Un Mall in Ox- 
' f^fi^txA from tfaeoce was jtaken very young into the Earl of Ot- 
V9nfl>ifig Family. With the Son of that Nobjeman he travelled 
into France and July, and made an Acquaintance m(h Gaffk^dutt 
and feme of the greateft Men of the Age. In bUiS^d Year hz 
fettltdinff»^/4iiifortheReiii4injdiefof<bi$ Days» and in th|e hcalth- 
fcl Air pf <3lf4ifi»0rib, in Derbyfl9ir$» hdd it out to the 91ft Y,car 
of bis Age - The King having learned Mathematictis of him A- 
broad, allowed him a Penflon of 100 Pounds a Year. His Ge<rius 
was vaft and extenfive. But liotwithflandinf( hisPretencefs tp Philo* 
fopby and the M^thematicks^ young iVMs of Oxford convinced the 
y^otW, that his Sclf-fuffidency was much greater than his real Abi- 
i'ics. He likcwife aimed at a Reputation in Poetry, tranflated 
H«i»cr, and Writ fome other little I'hings, which have Only rank- 
ed him amongft our Ofi/Ajf's in this Part of Learning He ccnain- - 
Jy writ L^nn with gfcat Puritys and his Vcriion of JhHtydidfs 
mews him a Mafter in his own Language, Ttis fatd that his Years 
improved his Fears of Death, and that he did not leavc^the World 
with the Decjncv and Rciignation of a Philofopher. 
Vol. XIV. R iry-Party. 
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1679.%). ji^ general th f- forts of Addrefles are very little to 
be relied on, t'i.t- g re ate ft Part of the Subfcribers be- 
ing ready to figri ihc conrrary if they think it for 
their private Advancag<-. They are ncverthclcfs al- 
ways magnified as a Pruc * ?^ he People's being of 
this or that Sentiment, thou^i ipfter all it is a very 
uncertain Proof. At the Time I am fpeaktng or, 
we have feen Petitions fent to the King, to pray 
him to hold the Parliament ; but as foon as the Parlia- 
ment was prorogued, the Duke of Tork at Court, a 
great Number of contrary Addrefles were prefcntcd 
m Abhorrence of the former ; fo that two Parties 
were formed called the Petitioners and the Abborrers\ 
and al the Animofity between the two Parties gra^ 
dually increafed, they beftowed upon each other 
Names of Reproach, and from hence came the fo- 
Mifi9f much famed Diftinftion of Whig and Tory^ 
Whig 4nd The Petitioners looking upon their Adverfarics as 
'• Pcrfons entirely devoted to the Court and the P^ 
pijh Fadion, gave them the Name of 7ories^ a Ti- 
tle given to the Irijh Robbers, who were ready to 
aft any daring or villainous Entcrprize. Thefc arc 
the fame that were fince called Rapparees. The Ab- 
borrers on their Side conlidering the Petitioners^ as 
Men entirely in the Principles of the Parliament of 
1640, 2Xid Presbyterians in their Hearts, gave them 
the Name of fP^big or Sour-Milh^ formerly appro- 
priated to the Scotcb Presbyterians and rigid Covenan- 
ters. Thefe Names have been tranfmittcd, with thd 
Faftions to which they were applied, down to our 
Age. 
1680. The Pf^igs were dlrefted by ^ the Earl of Sbafts- 
JL ^^P^rt inry^ who looking upon the Duke of Tork not onl^ 
Ihl^DuU ^^ ^^^ own, but likewife as the mortal Enemy of his 
e/^Mon- Party, was perfwaded that cither himfelf or the 
momh'f Duke muft fall. And therefore he had made it his 
£f|w#- Endeavour to tutor up the Duke of Monmouth^ and 
^^^^* fnake him the Darling of the People, imagining 
that when he had the People on his Side, the fup- 
pUnting the Duke of Tork would be no impoffible 

' Task. 
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Task. With, this View it was, at leaft as it is faid, «^©» 
^hat the Earl of Sbafishury found Means to fpread a 
Report, that the King was lawfully married witli 
Mrs. IVdterSy the Duke of M»HmouibH Mother, 
aod that the Marriage-Contraft was in a Black Box^ 
ift the Cuftody bf Sir Giiberi Gerard. The King and 
the Duke of Tork eafily underftood the Meaning of 
this Rumour, and therefore loft no Time to unde* ' 
ceivc the People. To this End the King called ah siUme$dif 
extraordinary Coupcil the 26th of April ^ in whicK '^«**»X- 
he declared, That tbefaid Report was aUogetber falfe^ 
^»d that bf though bimfelf obliged in\ Honour and Con* 
fdence to have the Matter tbroKgbly examined and 
fiatbedinUK Gerard appearing before the Council, 
deckrcd opon Oath,, ^bat be never bad any fucb 
Writing as was reported^ eommtted to bis Charge^ nor 
did be ever fie or Inowt affucb fFriiing, In fhort, af- 
ter a great many fruidefs Enquiries after the Author 
of this Report, the King was forced to content him- 
fdf with publifhing the 3d of Jmne z Declaration,' 
to confirm one made January the 6th, and another 
visidt March the 3d, which was entered in the Coun- 
cil Bo<rics, and %ned by Sixteen Privy-CqunfeUors; 
in which he faid, '^ That for the avowing any Dif-^ 
^ putes rihat might happen in Time to come, con- 
" cernii^ the- SucceSton of theCrowh, he did de^ 
*^ clare in the Prefalce^ of Alrtiighty God, that hi 
" never gave, nor made Jwy Cofltaft of Marriage, 
** nor 1119a married to Mrs, fValters^ alias Barhw^ 
^^ the I^ke of Monmogtb^ Mother, nor any other 
** V^oman whatfoever, bat to hU prcfcnt Wiffe 
*■ Queen Aii/ArrMi^ then living. •♦. 

This Summer were feveral rrofecudons Md Txy^ rk$ jfo- 
all, jwd the 23d of June, the Earl of Cajilemain^ i umfUms 
Papyi and Husband to the Piitchef^ of Cleveland the'^^^j^^ 
King's Miftrefs, was brought to his Tryal and ac- pUi m^ 
quitted. CeUier the Midwife, who had ^flifted the imiiiM* 
Omnteis of Powis in the- fli^m-Plot was likewife ac- 
<piittftdt Shortly after fhe publiihed a Narrative of 
^^ Tryal, wicblmrellefie&ions upoofome Perfons, 

• R 3 then 
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^6%o. then in Credit, for which (he was trycd a feccaidtiine, 

and . fcntcnccd to ftand three times in the Pillory, 

and to pay a Fin^ of a Thoufand Pounds. The 

Qrand Jury found n6t the Sill againft the Countefs 

of Pawis. Thus all the Pcrfqns concerned in the 

Meal'^ub'Plot were acquitted. The Torrent did ioc 

then run in Favour of the Party ^ainft the Court. 

Btdtoc Bedloe^ the famous Evidence in the PopifbVVHi 

**'• dyed at Brifiol the aoth of Auguft.. Three or four 

Days before his Peath the Lord^Chicf-Juftice Nmh^ 

(hen in his Circuit, ^oing to vifit him, Bedke in his 

Prefence figned the following Depofition. 

sis i>iP9^ . ^' That the Duke of Tork ^thbeen fo far engaged 

fitionh^ M in the Plot, zi he hath feen by Letters in Qtrai' 

l^rdcluf " *^' Barberini's SccreiaryVStydy, that no Part that 

yMfiM ** h^th been proved' againft any Man already^ that 

North, 4>» a Jhath fuffcred, bat that to the fqll thofe Lcttci? 

^P'^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ S^^^^fy ^f ^^ » ^^ ^^^ ^^*^ tendect 
f* • *> to the King^s Death/ And at Rom I asked Fa^ 

V ^hor. Jindert9n an4 Father Ztf %» two Jefuiiis, U^ 
♦^ wmid tbe^'pukB do. ,mtb hiss Brother wen b^ vas 
*> Kit^? And they, angered. Ime, ibey wpuld Jii^ ^ 
*f . Means for Jbat^ i tbey would give bim na ^wblt- Or 

V .&«/ %U Tlico I told dicmy / hlidied. the Duk 
^> ihved-bu BKfftirgri:fi well^^hc iiti.ould fufferno Ft^leM 
^fJtoM d0»e to ^bhU. They faid. No : If ibir Dukt 
%^ouldi>eM^ugbt Ht tbat, ks be bad. been reJighwfyti^ 
* J every 3>^^ elfe^ ^ihiy migjbt do their Work ; their (h 

. ** iber Bu/tnefs wa^ readff^. arid they fdgbt do itfrejintljn 

** Bui ibey*. httwibey. cdutd not bring bim to ^tP^st i 

"^h'biA tbey' would. 'Jake Care far that tbemfelves^ thej 

*« bad not begun with bif^io lea/^ bim in, fitch Scruples 

> / r*- as tbat^ "^^But ibey would jet bi^intp.bis Xbrone i 

• ' i*« and ^ there be .Jhful^ reifft^^'bline^ld three «r» fi^f^ 

^ ^^^ Days. ; far tbeybadjHiiedfom tbe^J&ouli>.piicbfbi 

"'\ ' ^" . j^Sion upm, ftmli clear their Party. Miibfn be, 

. ^ ^' ^ould.fly upon them with the Sword of. Rtitet^e, ? 

'- And this: Examtinan^ <Sdi forihtr add» "iThat the 

*f' Queen is not, ta this Examinant^s Knpw^ge, tjAr 

^ iny Thing tha| he couldic^rfind ojjfe'^rty WW 
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•* wraccrnod iq tjie MurdtU'.of the Kii^ ; but barely . r6to* , 
** by her Letters copfehting Aqd promiGng to con;. 
; ** tfibpte wjjat Money ftje could to the introducing 
I ^^ f^h/^iQitholick Religion.^*. - Nay, it was a great/ 
\ while^ and itraiade her weep, before fhe could be - 
I brought to that- 

^tje dcclarecl to the Lord-Chief- Juftice qpon tbf . 
I Faiich oi a., dying Maq,, ^ai whatfoever be had Ujiir ^ 
I fi^d^CiOncerniifg the Plot was true ;.. And that' be bad * 
i wronged noManby.bk:^eJHmony^ but bad ie/iified ra<< ^ 
\ tber tfmfer,iban over/wbdt ^was^Trutb.-y and, That be 

h^ pt/xr i'^iiVg^ to difioper^ * ^^bich ivere of great ImfQr^\ . 
} tmcfi to the King and the Country^ with ptlwr Matters^ of y 
\ the Ijke N^re. In (yonicluGon, his Lpixlihip was defired, \ 
\ t9 reffffffft toMs Mfije^y htsJConditmyand that k^s Skkr^ • 
i nefswasverj Sargeahu'^ and move his Majefiy in' bis JS^r 
i Mf for fame Supply of Money for bis Subjiftance. 
i r.TWp|)cppfitipndcfcr;«r«sfqm^ T}«rfi'ft ^mMth 

\ Ifhali,ma)ce/is',; tbaf ip, ppracs fromifdying M^HiP^f'"/^'^ 
\ and ^ft j^ft^l^diedtl^ee t)^ys afaK^ If thePro-^'^'-'^''*'* _ 
\ tcftatioQ.3 pT .thofe who had been condemf^^ 4 cither fop • 
i the Plpt^ J or, /or thf}* ^rd^ . of God/re ji, » i^ay form a * 
I PfefHmMipn m.|heir;|^iay9)^r,^ J.^^ifio H^af^n why » 
I ^^^fiBed^eih^^ ;4jft>^^/sth^. Eqkjf^ 

^ ^9 Qs^fftW ?S tak^ftj fQr;grantcd^..^ijaifteIy&i tfeai (^r 

guilhes perfeaiy the feveraJ Atpf^^fif jhc, Plpf,. iB^ 
f^HltSCHff? the T^^f^ofJfiK^x^^ .\,,^^ ,,:: 

% , bnp- acquits him ffpqi » .the <GuiJ c . .of d^pjggiipgj. thf , < ^ '- ^'^^ r/^ 
Jiagf^ Murdej.^^.K^^ V' . • 

vpycrpqicnt 2Uid Rclkion. i§ io evjacpt, ,and th* Hai^ " ' ' 
which, the. Duke of^^ri'bVd')n ui^^^ 

l^eppfition, 

to ^(-jf/t?;?. But. on !di9 pj^tr rjai^jjij^ t^e Nfenher <^ 
l^.|^ Caufe to fufpfca tnat the^e wa« foul rlay,^ 



i t 
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i6ti. ^xiA fo one part of thfe InrprotablKty vatiilhcs, Lrifc- 
ly, 5Wfof declared in his B^ofition, Thai whatever 
be had teJHfied concirnitig the Plot was true^ and thfa 
laft Depofition far fromgiving room to fofpeft any 
Falfehood in it, may rather incline us to believe that 
it was npt a Story framed at Plcafure, fince the De- 
ponent being fo near his Death, he could have no In- 
ducement to acquit the Duke of Tork upon one Ar- 
ticle, and accufe him upon others, or even to trouble 
the Chief- Joftice with any Depofition at all. 

This Depofition a little perplexes a famous Hifto- 
rian *, who in this Part of his Hiftory undertakes to 
pnivc the Plot to have been all a Fiftion. To fitc 
hWclf frt^m this Difficulty, he makes no Scruple 
to oppofe his qyfti Authority to the Depofition «f 
Brdloe. 

; • \ •* We know not, fays he, how to fpeak foftly of the 

"Jn dicing Wbrdsibf 

j * *^^ laimcs^; burrnuft exi^cfsly declare, that- as to his 

**• pubKck Oaths he did not only (wear to the moft 

•• (hockitig )[mprobat3'tRtics;*but fomctimcs changed, 

•^iawd' other Tihies^ dontrarfifted his own Evidence- ** 

AftertW* A'pthttVitj^iio Body, dbubtlcft,. will rcgar<l 

. tMrf hit lyebiorfitibn of Bedloe, bthcrwife than as a 

Cbhtinuiiti6ivt>f the Crirfies' which he had been guilty 

of, by hiMf fwearing*tha|:ther?'wasa Plot, when in 

Reality there wa^^nonci, • "/ / 

Tw$ Pr9f' ^'TPhe Ciiy .of LonM ^^ then in the Cbuntry-ftN 

ter.* tfv and gave jt great Reputation, The Choice on. 

SJ Mid£ifmmet^m^'^r S^itm felf.'qpoh two famous 

P*}^ymiis['-}jiYitdim^ bofhacc6irnr^ 

eA'PBiiffaiicks hf the'^'cbhtrary . Party. Thefc Vcre 

MmeUird'Gantt^^ bdth Aldermcnv who took Care 

» Qualify. fHemfclves by fecyiviA^ the Sacrament in 

*t= Cburfch-bfr-^wgAp?4;'^^ tht Ccv)fhant; ind 

aiTng eve^^^ PiFJia^ 

mfent. • ^IVhile rSB^^leaiori Wzs 'depemjing, itV« 

^ct^ed^ tfiil 'Jtvfbel'iTzi$9^M tommitt^**? 
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Violence againft the other, which obliged the King »^««>. 

to order a CommilTion of Oyer ^nd Terminer to be 

ifliied out for the Tryal of the Riot. Mean while, jj^ ^^''^-^ 

the two 5fen^i, contrary to the King, being chofen, dr^ffU\9 

^9mas PapUU^n Efq; prefented an Addrefs to the petiucntl^ 

Liord-Mayor in the Name of the Gity, wherein, ^i-^l'^^/'f 

tcr difownmg alJ tumultuous and diforderly Proceed- ||/J^f ^^^ 

in^s, and teftifying an inviolable Fidelity to the lUmimi. ' 

King, they defired his Lordflxip, That be would ^ in 

their Names^ humbly hefeech bis Majejly^ thai tbe Par^ 

liament might fpeedtly affemhle. Whether the Addrefs 

produced any £ffe£b» or the King had already taken 

his Refolution, a few Days after it was made known 

by a Poblick Proclamation, that the ParliameiK 

inould fit and do Bufinefs on the 21ft of October » 

While the Meeting of the Parliament was yet re-a**^*** 

TfMftt^ and uncertain, the Court-Party had fome Ad- '/ ^?°* 
• ••* f^»»- % mouth r#- 

vantage, but m Proportion as the Meeting drew||,y,|j^^^ 

nearer, the^ Country-Party gained Ground. Therji^«/0# 
Duke oi Monmouth was returned from Holland with* »«'«*«•/ 
out leave, and inftead of going to Court, he made^^*^**'^'* 
federal Progrefles in the Kingdom to encourage his 
F^iehds, and increafe their Number. The Men of 
this Party were refolved to run all Hazards, and ei- 
ther ruin thenifeltres or the Duke of Tork^ the next 
Seflion of Parliament. With^ this V iew j the Earl of Th$ Dmki 
Sha/isbury attended by a dozen Lords and Gentle- ^^T^*^^. 
men of Note, went puWickly to freM¥^r^Hallyi'fill!i 
and ^t the King^s Bemb^Bar^ by a Bill in Formj pre-^i}f. 
fentid the Duke of Tork as a Popijb Recufant *i ^ 

The Thing was but too true, and the whole Kingdom 
was fehdble of it. But till this Time no Perfon luid 
fhe Boldnfcfs to t^ke fuch a Step, which was regarded 

as 



^ They that atte(!ed the niU were the Earli of Huntlniun and 
Sisftsiury ;. the Lords Ony of Wtrk, Brsndin Girardt tLufil tod 
Cirinn^fi i Sir Gilbirt G$fif4^ Sir EdwMrd Hmngir/9rdt Sir ^r#tf# 
»»W^,^vc WMism Cpppir^ Sir Jk^mtu Wh^HtfU^ Jthn Trfjukard^ 
7bomy Thynm. aod fViUsdm FcrinSirt ETquires. fif the fudden 
Difm^^on of the Grsndjnry^ j3a% Mau^r bad no Goafe^aence ia 
^^ Fgrms of %t Courf. 
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1680. Upon a Report made to the Houfe that Doftor 
rk$ com- Tongue^ who had firft difcovered the Plot to the lUng* 
jmmt lit ^•^ received no Gratuity, he was now recommended to 
Bx^minM. his Majefty for the firft good Ecclefiaftical Preferment 
tl^n ofilH chat fell in his Gift. But the DoAor was dlfappointed 
^^^^* of (he Benefit of this Recommendation^ by leaving 
Th§ Kinfs the World not long after. The King on this Occafi- 
DiffimtiU' on difcQvered no Ids Zeal than the Cammoffs^ and if* 
'^'^' fued out a Proclamation, with a Promife oi bis Par- 
don to any Perfon who {hou}d, withm two Months 
next enfuing, give farther InlWmation and Evidence 
concerning the horrid and execfable Popijh Plot. 
TbiCm' But this Diffimulation was not capable to divert 
m99s rf. ihc Commons from their grand Purpoic. Five Days 
^ImL^!^ after the opening of the Parliament, the 26th of .Or- 
^//. Uhr^ the Lord Rt^pl moved, ^bat they might in tU 
fir It Place, take into Conftderation bow tofupprefs. Pape- 
ry^ and prevent a Popi/h Succejfor. " He was (econded 
by Sir Henry Capelj Brother to the Earl of Effex^ 
who in a long Speech fummed up all that had been 
done to the Prejudice of the Kingdom during the pre- 
fent Reign. He afcribed the whole to Popifib Coun* 
fels. He fpokc of the firft Dutch War ; of the Di- 
vifion oi the Fleet 1 of the Affair of Chatham ; of the 
Fire of London ; of the Difcharge of the Prifbners 
concerned in that wicked Adi wid^oot any Tryal i 
of the Violation of the triple Lea ffte \ ot the feiz- 
ing tht Dutch Smyrna Fleet before ^Var warproclaim-* 
ed \ of the &cond Dutch War ; of the PermifSon to 
the Jrijh Papifts to wear Arms ; of the Alteration cf 
the Government of Scotland^ by lodging it in a Com« 
^ miflioner wdl a Council, befides an Army of Twenty 
Thoufand Men, He faid that the Papifls were em- 
boldened to a£t any Thing by the hopes of having. 
- the Duke of Tork for King : That thc^ were more- 
over encouraged by the /^r^tfci^ Ambai&dor, who^by 
yii Frequency at Court, feemed to be rancher one c^ 
the Family, and of the King's Houfehold, than a fo- 
reig^n AmbafTador ^ and by his free Hecourfe to his 
Majefty^^ r»ther a Prtm« Miaifter of State of this 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, than a Counfellor of another Prince: That i<8b. 
iince all thefe Irregularities and Enormities proceeded 
from the Pafijh Party, fupported by the Duke of 
York^ it was high Time to think of fomc eflFedlual 
Expedient to prevent Popery and a Pt)//^ Succeflbr. 

Several other Members fpoke to the fame EfFeft^ 
fome more, fome lefs ; and no Body vindicated the 
Duke, or fpoke in his Behalf, till the Houfe came 
to the two following Refolves upon the 2d erf* No^ 
vmber. 

« !• That the Duke of l^rPs being a Papift^ and V0t$s9f 
^* the Hopes of his coming fuch to the Crown, hath '^ c^m* 
** given tne greateft Countenance and Encourage- T*i-^?V, 
" ment to the prefent Defigns and Confpiracies a- ^o^^/i^' 
•* gainft the King and the Proteftant Religion, Duki tf 

*' 2, That in Defence of the King's Perfon and York. 
" Government, and Proteftant Religion, this Houfe 
" doth declare, that they will ftaqd by his Majefty 
*^ with their Lives and Fortunes ; and that if his Ma- 
*^ jefty fliould come to any violent Death, which 
** God forbid^ they will revenge it to the utmoft of 
" thci^ Power on the Papifts. *» 

Thefc two Votes having pafied the Houfc, the spmh$f 
Lord Ruffel moved for a Committee to bring in a/*'' ^'^r 
m to difable the Duke of Tork from inheriting the <''*^ '^• 
Grown. This Affair was now debated with great 
Spirit in ifeveral Eloquent Speeches on both Sides the 
C&eftion, The Subftance of what was urged for t-hc 
ml was, that all the Evils which the Kingdom 
J'ad fth^ and ftill laboured under, proceeded from 
^ej)i/i& Conniefc, begun and abetted by the Duke of 
York. That the Danger muft be extreme fliouId he' j 

ever enjoy the Crown. That it might be read in ^ 

Scripture, Tba4 one Man ought to dye fir a Nation^ 
^»< not that three Nations Jhould djefor one Man. The • 1 

Enemies to the Bill never troubled themfelves to j 

pfove that there was no Danger in a Popiftf King. p 

This they were willing to fuppofc, but pretended 
2 that 
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1686* tliat there were other Expedients to prevent, the Dan* 
ger than that of ExcluUpn. , That befides it could 
not be expeded that the Duke of Torkj and many 
more wpuld fubmit to this Law, the Confequence 
whereof would be a Civil War, in which the Duke 
of Tork would be fupported by all the Princes of 

To this dbjedion it was anfwered, that no Expe- 
dient could be thought of to fecure the Proteftant Re- 
ligion under a Popijb Prince, who would have, a Po- 
pib Council, Pfipijb Judges, Popijb Magiftrates, and 
Deputy*Lieutenants,^ Popifi Commanders at Sea and 
Land, nay, and Popijb Bilhops too. That the Ex- 
cluding the Duke from the Succefllon, was no de-/ 
E riving him of his Right to the Crown, of which he 
ad rendered himfelf inca[Kible, by embracing a Re*^ 
ligion contrary to that of the Kingdom. For a Po* 
pijh King, and Pro/<f/?j»/ Subjeds were irreconcilable. 
Others to this replied, that there was no Law 
•which, for a Difference of Opinion in Religion, de- 
prived any Man of his Right. 

In Concl ufion, it was rcfo! ved. That a Bill be brought 

in to difable the Duke of York to inherit the Imperial 

Crown of this Realm. / 

7j^ Eir- Hitherto the Court-Party had only skirmiihed in 

fhfi^m- hopes that an Engagement might be avoided. But 

BiU nsd. ^jjgjj jhis Vote had paffed, and the A7/ was.rcad the 

firft Time, Sir Leoline Jenkins Secretary of State, 

ftood up and argued direftly againft it, by aliedg- 

$9tfe$arj " I. That it was contrary to natural Jufticc, to 
JtmkiDS « proceed to Condemnation before Conviftion, or 
(m!l " ' the Hearing of the Party. ^ 
rtfi$oftb$ ^* It was contrary to the Pnnciplcs of our Ke- 
Vukt 0f " ligion, to difooffcfs a Man of hb Right, bccaufe 
York. «€ he differs in Point of Faith. 

•* 3. He was ot Opinion, (that the Kings oi ^^i' 
*« land had their Right from God alone, and that no 
•* Power upon Earth could deprive them of jt. 

" 4. It 
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<> 4. It was againO: the Oath of Alkgiance^ tzktn i^^o. 
. ^* in its owii Sctife^ without Jefuitical Evafions ; 
"; which binding all Perfons to the King, his Heirs, 
<< a/id Succ^ors, the Duke as Prefumptive Heir muft 
** be undetftood/' 

l*he Advocates for the Bill anfwered to the firft ffw t#4- 
Ohgeftion 5 That not only the Duke of Tork's Inte- ^'"^ ^ 
refts were at Stake, but thofe of the whole Kingdom ; '**^" ' 
and that if the Duke of Tork had withdrawn juft as 
the Parliament was going to meet, his Abfence 
ought not to prevent their providing for the Good 
of the Kingdom. To the fecond Objedion it was 
anfwered. That the Principle, That Difference of O- 
pinion in Religion ought to be no Reafon for difpof- 
fefllng any Perfon of his Right, flruck at all the 
A5ts of Parliament made fmce the Reformation againlft 
Papifts 2ind Seiiaries^ who, as Subjeds, had Rights 
in common with the reft, of which neverthelcfs it 
was thought Expedient to deprive them, on account 
of the Dangers to which the Kingdom would be ex- 
pofed if they were continued in the Enjoyment of 
them. That this was a Maxim generally received in 
all States, Protefiant or Popijh. That it was very 
true, diat the Subjedts of a different Religion might 
be injured by being deprived of their Rights \ but 
that this Injury proceeded not from the Government's 
having no Right to ufc this Precaution, but from 
ufing it unfeafonably and groundlefsly, through Pre- 
judice, Pride, Paffion, Revenge, and Hatred. To 
the Third Objeftion it was anfwered. That allowing 
the. Principle, That the Kings of England had their 
Right from God alone, it (hould at leaft have been 
fpecified wherein confifted this Right, and that it 
could never be proved that the Kings of England 
had Power to alter the Conftitution, or introduce a 
new Religion at their Pleafure. But if by this 
Right was under ftood only that of Succeffion, the 
Principle was falfe, as might be proved by Numbers 
•f Inftances in the Englijh Succeffion \ for i\V the 
2 KLings 
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«^ Kings and Qucen$ fincc Henry VII mounted the 
Throne purely by a Parliamentary Right, which by 
tn Aft had fettled the Succeffion upon the Pofterky 
of that Prince, and had fince confirmed thit AA by 
others. It was replied to the Fourth Objefti^n, That 
the Oath of Allegiance which bound the Subjeft with 
Regard to the King's Heirs and Succefibrs, was to be 
underftood as only binding when thofe Heirs and 
SucceflTors were upon the Throne, and not while 
they were yet Subjefts. The fuppofing the Oath to 
be meant by an Engagement to acknowledge for 
King the next immediate Heir, it certainly became 
void if that Heir rendred himfelf incapable of fuc- 
ceeding by his ill Conduft. That the Laws which 
impof^ Oaths had always in view a certain Confti" 
tution of Government, which they fuppofcd fettled 
and unalterable, becaufe they could not forcfee every 
thing that might poflibly happen. That it could not 
be denied that there might be Cafes in which theft 
Oaths would become entirely null ; as, for Example, 
if the Prefumptive Heir mould declare openly a- 
gainfl: the Conftitution of the State, and make it 
publickly known that he would attempt a Change of 
It when he came to reign. But if m this Cafe it 
flioutd be pi^etended that the Subjeft was bound by 
his Oath of Allegiance implicitly to thisSucceflbr, the 
plain Meaning of the Oath would be, that the Suh- 
je6k engaged himfelf to take upon his Neck the Yoke 
of Servitude whenever the Prince (hould think fit to 
lay it on, which was abfurd. In fine, that the Par- 
liament was the fole Judge in fuch Cafes as this. 
Siviral But the Advocates for the fi/// not contented With 
0thsr RtM' replying to Jenkins^ Objeftions, added likewife other 
Mttd fcr ^^^^^^^ ^^ dcmonftrate the LegalUy^ the Expedkncty 
tJaili the Necejftty of the Exclufion of the Duke of Ttrl 
They proved the firft Point by Precedents taken 
from the Hiftory of England^ which made it clear 
that on feveral Occafions the Parliament had un- 
doubtedly difpofed'of the Crown in a different man- 
ner from the ufual Cuftom. Edward III had been 

acknow- 
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Acknowledged King during the Life of his F'athefi 168O. 
and Hinr;f iV-wKikRicbard II was ftill living* The 
Parliament had moreover put Henfy IV in Pofleflloti 
of the Crown, and fettled the Succeflion in his Pofte* 
rity, contrary to the known and natural Right of the 
Earl of Marcb^ who Was next Heir to Richard !!• 
Afterwards they fettled the Crown upon the Duke of* 
Tork and his Pofterity after the Demife of Henry VI, 
though the faid Wnry had a legitimate Son then 
living. After the Hdufe of Tork had enjoyed the 
Crown for Three fuccclfive Rei^ns^ though that 
Houfe had a numerous IlTue, yet the Parliament tranf^ 
ferred the Crown to Henry VII and his Pofterity. They 
gave a Power to Henry VIII to name his Succcflbrs^ 
and fettle the Succeflion as he (hduld think proper* 
Laftly, on the Acceflion oi James h to the Crown^ 
chough no Ad was demanded by him to confirm his 
Rigbij the Parliament notwithftanding made one, iA 
order not to lofe rhcir own^ As to the Objedtion 
which might be raifed that thefe Princes were in ac- 
tual Poflcflion of the Crown when thefe Afts Were 
made, * it ought to be obferved that though they^ had 
the Power in their Hands, and were in Poflcflion,' 
yet they thought fit to demand the Parliament's Con- 
firmation, as a thing abfolutely ncceflfary to juftify 
their Right. In fine, It was impoflTible for a Parlia-* 
ment) confidercd as compofed of King^ Lords^ and 
Commons^ to aft any thing contrary to the LaWs, fince 
their Power of repealing old and enafting new Laws 
was never difputcd- That the fuprcme and abfolute 
Authority refided in the Parliament compofed of 
Kingj LordSj and Commons. For what elfe is a Pat* 
liament but a Body confifting of all the Members of 
the State, to which no Power on Earth hath a Right 
to prefcribe ? To fay therefore that a P vliamcnt can 
aft unjuftly and againft the Laws, is to fay that all the 
Members of the fame Body may aft unjuftly againft: 
themfelves, and be rcfponftble for this Injuftice^ which 
is an Abfurdity too great to be defended. 

Vol. XlVt S As 
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i«8o. As to the Fitncfs and Benefit of this Bill, it was 
hot ncccflary to ufe many Arguments to prove that 
it was expedient and fit that the Government and Re- 
Bgton fhould be fecured, and the People delivered 
from Fears and Sufpicions. It coald not even be 
denied that the Exciufion of the Dukcof 3^«^^*wouki 
hot be attended with thefe Advantages. But as ii 
could not be foppofed that the Duke of Totk and hid 
Adherents would fubrhit to this Bill^ which might 
occafion a Civil War, wherein the Duke might Ixi 
fupported by foreign Aid : To this it was anfwered^ 
that it was more eligible to run the Hazard of fucb 
a War, than to fee the Kingdom expofed to a more 
evident Danger, even that of having its Laws and 
Religion invaded by a Pdpi/h Prince, 

put it was principally to prove the Neceffity of the 
Excluften^Bill that the Advocates for it difplayed al| 
their Wit and Eloquence. They maintained that all 
iPrecautions to limit the Power of ^ Popifi> Prince 
tirould be infignificani, becaufe no Promifes or Oaths 
could be relied on, from which the Pope, on ac-^ 
count of Rel^ion^ could abfolve him. iThat before 
the Reformation, the Reigh of Henry Vll furnifhed 
very remarkable Inftances of this, and it . ^as not 
known that Popes fince the Reformation had relin- 
Ijuifticd their Principles. That befides the Duke of 
York't Zeal fdr his Religion was no fecret no more! 
than his Principles as to Govemihent, fince the Let- 
ters of his Secretary, aftd his intimate t/nion with 
France^ made it clear that he was not only difpofcd 
to undertake every thing to fupport the Interefts of 
his Religion, but had on that account engaged in 
Meafures very prejudicial to the State. That it was 
to Popijh Counfels, and to the Duke in particular, 
that the two ^ Dutch W^lts^ fo contrary to the Intc^ 
refts of England^ ought to be afcribed. That to hint 
were owing the Non-Execution of the Laws made 
againftP^;^^ Recufants^ the pernicious Defignsof the 
Cabal^ and that Colematfs Letters made it as clear as 
the Light, that he wad the Contriver of the frequent 

A^ourn^ 
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Adjournments and Prorogations of the Parliamciit, -«^^- 
it the very rime chat they Were employed in finding 
out Expedients to fave Europe and the Proteftant Re- 
Jigbn from certain Ruin. Other Arguments wefe 
iikewiffe plrbduccd to prove that all Precautions whi'chf 
could be taken would he to ro purpofe, when bhe 
Duke was once on the l^hrone. Firft, it was faid 
that his Union with France would fupply him with 
Money without his being obliged to ask it of thd 
Parliament, That by thi^ rheans he might keep 
what Forces on Foot he pleafed, and that fuch aii 
Army would render him Mafter of the Kingdom, and 
leave him free to perform or not perform the Con- 
ditions which had^ raifed him tb the Throne. That 
iluch an Army would hiakc him Matter of the Elet- 
tionsy and put it in hrs Power to have fuch Membets 
returned as would undo every thiiig that had been 
done. That there Was too much Reafo'n to behove 
that the late Army had been raifed with this t)efigrj^ 
fince being certain thit it was not intended agairtf^ 
France^ it cduld only be defignedagainfttheSubjedHs. 
Nay, that it was fomewhat likely that this was thd 
Intent of the Expedient propofed^ that ^hcn the 
King ftiduld happen to die, the Parliament' then ki 
Being, or the Laft that was in Being before thic 
time, fhould aflemble and fit a competent Tt^e^ with- 
out any new Summons ot Eleftions, fo that after the 
Expiration of this competent time, the Kingdom wputd 
fall into the Inconvenience ju(t now mentidned. That 
if it was cbnfidered what had paffed flnee the King?a 
Reftoratiotij it would \be found that nothing had betfn 
done with relation to the Government which did not 
tend to fubyert it and introduce P'Opery. That the 
Duke of Tork*s Influence in the Counftls of the Kirtg 
was well knoW'n : That though he was abfcnt, hfis 
Adherents and Creatures enjoyed the principal PlacM 
in ehc Court and Kingdom, arid that fromfilm pro- 
ceeded all the Evils with which jB^/^/^zW' wasafflkteS,^ 
and all the Dangers the Nation had to fear. '• That i^ 
iafterfo ttianifeft a Difcovcry of his Defigns j «^f:er 
Vol. XIV* Si iKc 
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t68d. the laft Teftimony of Bedloeon his Dcath-bcd> after 
all the Evidence of an execrable Plot carrying on a- 
gainft the State and Religion ; Men were ftill willing 
to rely on the Duke*s Sincerity and flattering Pro- 
mifes, they would have too mdflx Caufc to repent 
when it would bctoo late. From thefe Reafons and 
many others, it was inferred that the Exclufton-Bill 
was abfolutely neceflary, and that the People juftly 
expcded from their Reprefentatives this extraordinary 
Precaution to deliver them from their Apprehcnfions 
and Fears. 
iLtMfcns '^^^ Court- Party were under great Perplexity. 
Mlliditd Such FaiSs had been alledged againft the Duke as ad- 
H'^nfithttoititdi of no Anfwer, and there were others which 
^^' they durft not direftly charge with Falfity, for fear 
. of bringing more Difputes upon their Hands, at 
a I'imc when the Torrent ran high againft the Duke. 
A very fmall Number only ventured to appear o- 
penly for him, Amongft thefe were Sit. Leoline Jen- 
kins Secretary of State, Mr. Hyde a Privy-Counfel- 
lof, and one of the Three who had then the Ma- 
.nagement of the Duke's Affairs, Mr. Seymour^ and 
one mare. S\v Leoline Jenkins dt£\T^6 t\it¥lo\i{t lo 
,Confidcrj That the Duke of Tork was the King's 
; Brother, and Son of Charles I, whofc Memory was 
-fo dt2iT xo England : That theDuke was adorned with 
- many Virtues and excellent Qualities : That he had 
commanded their Navies, fought their Battles, and 
. defended, them from the Oppofition of their Ene- 
mies: That he was only guilty of this one Crime, 
i which he hoped, upon> a mature Deliberation, would 
•not deferve fo great a Coademnation. He put 
, them m mind that there were Laws already for the 
Punilhment of the Crimes he was accufed of, and 
..therefore, humbly conceived they ought not to 
r chaftife him, by making a new Law before any 

-Hearing. Mr. Hyde added " I do not, know 

*' that any of the King's Murderers were condemned 

^ " without being heard ; and muft ^e thus deal 

^* with the Brother of our King? It would confift 

*' much 
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** much better with the Juftice of the Houfe, to im- i<58o. 
** peach him and try him in a formal Way, and then 
" cut off his Head if he deferves it. I will noc, 
" continued be^ difpute the Power of Parliaments ; 
" but I queftion whether this Law, if made, would 

" be good in itfelf ^for ought I know, when 

" you have made this Law, it may have a Flaw in 
'" it; if not, I am confident there are a Loyal Party 
** which will never obey, but will think themfelves 
^ bound by their Oath of Allegiance and Duty to 
" pay Obedience to the Duke, if ever he flrould 
** come to be King, which muft occafion a Civil 
" War**.. 

In the Courfe of the Debates on this 5i//, Sir WtU 
liam Jones alledged, " That an A6k of the Thir- • 
^* tcenth of Elizabeth made it Treafon for any Man 
" to fay that the Parliament could not alter the Suc- 

** ceffion '•• To which Mr. Finch replied ** I 

" will not fay that ASls cf Parliament cannot difpofe of 

*' the SuccefftoHj hecaufe it was made Treafon by the Sta- 

** tute in the iph if Elizabeth. But I will deny that 

*' the Kings of England rule by virtue of any Statute 

** Law, as was fuggefted \ for that Right is by fo an- 

^^ tienta Prefcription^ as that it mayjuflly te faid to be 

** from God alone^ and that no Power on Earth ^ugbt to' 

'' difpute it''? ■ . r . 

Though this Queftion was only accidentally ftafted J>ifrtnt 
and carried no farther, yet I thought it not conve- ^I'^jfj^J,^^ 
nicnt to let it pafs without fome notice, becaufe it vHichthl 
ferves to difcovcr the two Opinions of the Engli(h\ Pn^iu^ 
concerning the Right of Sucteffion. Some believe ?»'»^^V 
that in an extraordinary Cafe the Parliament has ^' J]^^'*^^^* 
Power to difpofe of thcSucceffion, becaufe j:he Pai^ \effim9f 
liament is fuppofed to include the whole Nation ixota^h9 Crwi^ 
the King to the meafie^ of his Subjefts \ and that it 
iyiabfurd to doubt the Power of the whole Nation 
thus reprefented to order what is for their Well-be- 
ing. Others maintain, that the Right of Succeflibn 
h unalienable, and that neither the Nation in a Body, 
nor (toir Reprefcotaciyes m Parliament, have a 
'•'* 81 Power 
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}^9p. Pow^r to meddle with pr alter it: in any Refpfft 
whatever: That this would be eftablifhing ^njwftice 
by a Law, which the Parties concerned woulid no| 
be obliged to obey : That fuch Changes vrere never 
made without being attended with Troubles and Ci- 
vil Wars in the Kingdom v becaufe as it is not in the 
Power of the Kingio deprive the Natkm oi* the Par- 
liament of their Rights, fo neither is it in tfee Power 
qf the Parliament to deprive the next Heir of his 
Succeffion to which he is intitled by Nature and BJrih- 
Right. This Queftion was never yet decided, but 
each Party maintain their Opinion, and determine ac- 
cording to the Srrength of their Reafonings.. In all 
appearance this Diiputc will be long continued. 
ihiCom- At laft, after feveral Days Debates, the Exclufwn- 
ifionspafs if/7/ paffcd the Houfe by a great Majority. This 
'i!nBdL ^^^^ ^^^ ^" all /refpeds /^/t^ that which had been 
r'- brought in during the laft Parliament; only with 

this additional Claufe, ** That during the Life of 
*^ James Duke of Tork the Adt (hojuld be given in 
•♦ xharge at every Aflizes and Gencral-Seffions, an4 
" read openly in every Cathedral, Parifli-Church, and 

V Chapel, twice every Year immediately after Di- 
^' vive Service^ that b %6 fay, on the 25th of Detem* 
^\her,in6\iponE^Jier'f>ay^\ 

'^WJfw Whilft the Commons were bufy about this Bilk ^P 

jrrtfitk^ JQing endeavoured to interrupt their Debates by twa^ 

^''^* Melfages. By the firft he defired them to go fpeedily 

through with the Affair of the Plot^ and the Tryal 

-of the Lords JPiifoners in. the Tower.\ tic affured 

* tbena moreover "that he was ready to concur with them 

in any Expedients which fhoul^.be offered to fecurc; 

thair .Religion;, provided they be fuch as mi^htconfift 

. . wijjh prefer vitig.the Succeffion pf ibe Crowriiij thelc^ 

gjtl Cfourfe of: Ocfccnt. . t 

^4^jidr ;.lLJpo0 tkid Mcflag« an Ad4refs Was'prefejii;ed:xot 

4refsfiom the King by .the Houfe, in wWcb^tbey 6id,. " That 

bl»?'"' *f tht)ii€b<thc TiWe:of their Sitting had r^t much ex- 

V ^-eetledia JFdfthighh, -yet they had in thiaL time .not 
\\ bbly wa^fe ft bohfirftrabJe Pteferels ah feittic Tti'*^ 
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^^ abfolutely neceflfary for the Safety pf hJs Majefty*^ ^^^<?* 

^* Perfon the efFcdual Suppreffion of Popery^ and 

*' the Security of the Religion, Lives and Eftates of 

^* his Majefty*s Proteftant Subjedts ; but even m Re-r 

** lation to. the Tryal of the Five Lords impeached 

*' in Parliament-— But they could not ( without being 

** unfaithful to his Majefty and their Country ) omit 

*' humbly to inform his Majefty that their Difficul- 

*' ties, even as to thofe Tryals, were much in(!:reafed 

•* by the evil and deftrudtive Counfcls of thofe Per- 

'^ fons who advifed his Majefty firft %o the Proroga- 

^* tion, and then to the Diflblution of thelaft Parlia- 

*' ment, at a Time when the Commons were prepa- 

** red for thofe Tryals ; as likewife by the many 

^* and long Prorogations of the prefent Parliament, 

•• before the fame was permitted to fit. That a 

^* principal Evidence was unfortunately dead, be- 

•• tween the Calling and the Sitting of the Parliar 

^* ment. That others had been taken off, or dif- 

" couraged from giving their Evidence. To pre- 

** vent the like Inconveniencies for the future, they 

** made it their humble Requeft to his Majefty, that 

^* he would not fufFer himfelf to be prevailed on by 

^* the like Counfels to do* any Thing which might 

^* occafion either the deferring a full Difcovery of the 

^* Plot, or the preventing the Confpirators from 

" being brought to fpeedy .and exemplary Jufticc 

^* andPuniftiment" 

The Kbg's other Meflage related to "Itangter^ to ThiKhfy 
recommend to the Commons the Prefervation of ^^^^^yf^^^r^ 
Place: But the Houfe not being in a ^ Humour to J„'^^^^fj^^ 
content the King, inftead of offering him any Mo- u tzx^i 
peyfor the Relief oi Tangier ^ then befieged oy the gi^* 
King of Morocco^ took occafion from his Meffage to 
xfip up fame of the Court's Proceedings in thi$ 
Reign. Some of the Members faid, " That they 
** were indeed afraid of Tangier, but more afraid of 
■ * a PopiJI? Succeffor — they were unwilling to gjve 
^^ any Money ,becaufe they remembred when above a 
5! MiUiqi^ was given for the building of §hips, an4 
^ §4 *i^0« 
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i69q. << not one Shipt built ^ and above two Millions given 
♦* to fupport the TripU^LeaguCj which was prcfcntly 
♦* employed for the breaking of it ; and above a 
♦* Million given for a War with France, when at the 
*' feme Time we were under private Obligations for 
*' Peace •*. Thefc were Fafts to which the Friends 
of the Court had nothing to reply, fo undeniable 
were they known to be. They contented themfelvcs 
therefore with demonftrating the Ufcfulnefs of 'Tan- 
gier to the Levant Trade, and rejprefenting that the 
two Millions laid out on the Mole would be entirely 
loft. In ftiort, as the Commons had always in their 
Minds the Exclufion^BilU they took occaGon from 
this Meffage of the King's, to lay before him along 
Addrefs, or rather Remonftrance^ wherciri they fct 
forth, in Eighteen Articles, the Danger the King- 
dom w{is in on account of the flourifhing State of 
. Jpoper'j. The SuWUnc^ pf thcfe Eighteen Articta 
was as follpw? ; 

< I. That ^an^hziA beep feveral Times under 
^ the Command of JPofiJb Govcrnours \ Tha? tbc 
^ Supplies fent thither , had been in a great f^xi 
^ made up qf Popijb OfBpers and Soldiers , and 
^ that the Irijh Papjis bad bcw mo^ coqnj^ nanccd 
^ and epcoq raged. 

^ 2. That here at home the Endeavours and At- 
^ tempts of the Popijh Party had been fo bpjd ^nd 
^ fucpefsful, that it was a Matter of Admjratioq M 
^ them, and which they could only afcribe to an o- 
^ ver- ruling Providence, that his Majefly's Reign was 

♦ flilt continued over them, and that they were ye? af? 
, ^ fembled to confult tb^ Means of their Prefervation. 

^3. That this bloody and r^ftlefs Party h^d found 
^ Countenance and Protedion from the Laws made 
^ againCt them : That they had found Meaps to dif- 
^ grac? their Qppofcrs •, and if they were Judges, 
^ lufticcs. of the Peage , or other Magiftrates, to 
^ Have thein turned pMt pf Coippiiffion : Sp tJjat 

* after fpme time, ^h^y b?camc abl$ to influence 
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« Matters of State and Government 5 and thereby to i«8o. 

* deftroy thofe that they could not corrupt. ♦ 

* 4, The Continuance and Prorogation of Parlia- 

* mentSy had been accommodated to ferve the Pur** 

* pofes of chat Party* 

* 5t Money raifed upon the People to fupply his 

* Majefty's extraordinary OccaGons, had, by the 

* Prevalence of Popifi vounfcls, been employed to 

* make War upon a Proiejlani State^ and to ad- 

* Vance and augment the dreadful l^ower of the 
•-Fmi^AKing. 

* 6. That great Numbers of his Majcfty's Sub- 

* je&s were fent into, and continued in the Service 

* of that King: And even the Mii^ifters of England 
y were made Inftruments to jprefs xhc'Siates of H^land 

* to accept of a Demand from the French King, of 
^ admitting the jpublick Exercife of the Roman Co- 

* tbolick Religion* 

* 7. That if ever any Command were given £* 

* thofe Laws to be put in Execution againft Papifts^ 

* even from thence they gained Advantage to their 

* Party, while the Edge of thofe Laws was turned i 

* againft Proteftant Bijfenters^ and the Papifts efcaped 
y in a manner untouched, 

' 8. That the 5V7?.^^ had little Eflfeft ; for the 

* Papifts^ either by Difpenfations obtained from 

* Rome^ fubmitted to thofe ^efts^ and held their Of- 

* Sees themfelvcsj or thofe put in their Places 

* were fo favourable to their Interefts, that Popery 

* itfcif had rather gained than loft Ground fince tha^ 
♦A6t. 

* 9> That a Popifl) Secretary, fince executed for 

* his Treafons, had maintained a Correfpondence at 
^ Home^ and in the Courts of other foreign Princes, 

* For thefuhduing ( to ufe their own Words) tba^ pe-- 

* ftHeni Herefy which bad Jb long domineered over, this 
f northern World. ' ' 

* 10, That out of thefe Councils and Correfpon- 
! ^^ocies, w^5 batched that d^mns^WeandhelUfli Plou 

r - 4 by 
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9680. « by 'the good Providence of God brought to Lighj 

* about two Years fince. 

* II. Tba? when this accurfcd Confpiracy was 

* firft difcovered, the Papijis began to fmbther it, 

* with the barbarous Murder of a Juftice of the 
^ Peace, within one of his Majefty's own Palaces. 

* 12. That amidft thefp Diftraftions and Fears, 
^ Popijb Officers for the Command of Forces were 
^ allowed upon the Mufters, upon fpecial Orders 
^ counterfigned by a Secretary of State : And in like 

* Manner, above Fifty new Commiffions were grant- 

* cd about fhe fame Time to knqwn Papifts^ 

* 13. Th^t when in the next ParJjament, the 
^ Houfe of Comfupns were prepared to bring to 9 

* legal Try^l the principal Confpir?ttors in this Plot, 
^ that Parliament was nrft prorogned, and then dif- 

* folved : And the Intcrual bctweei^ the Calling and 

* Sitting of this Parliament had been fo long, that 
fibthe Papijis had gained Time and Advantage of co* 
^ Yering their paft Crimes, and jpra&ifing thcmiporc 

* effeaually. 

* 14. That Witjieflcs had been corrupted, hot onlj 
t by Promifcs of Regard, but of the Favour of his 

* Majefty's Brother. 

* 15. That diver$ of the mofl: confidcrable of his 

* Majcfty*$ Proteftant Subjedts had Crimes of the 

* higheft Nature forged agairift them, the Charge 

* to be fupported by Subornation and Perjury, thai 

* they might be deftroyed by Fojfms of Law and 

* Juftkc. ^ 

* 16. That a Prefentment being prepared for the 

* Grand-Jury of MiddUfeXy againft the Puke of Tork^ 
^ the Grand- Jury were in an unprecedented and iller 
^ gal Manner difcharged ; and that with fo much 
^ Hafte and Fear, Icaft they ihould finifh that Pre- 

* fentment, that they were prevented from dcliveriijg 
^ many other j^ndiaments by them at that Tinac 

* foond againft /pther Popijb Recufants. 

* 17. That bffcaufc ^ Pamphlet came out WecJ:* 
% ly, c^led TIfAVfcekli l^afket of Advice from Rome^ 
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< ezpofing Popery^ as ridiculous to the People, as it 1(^89. 

* defervcd, a new and arbitrary Rule of Court was 
« made in the Kings-Bench^ ( rather like a Star^Cham^ 

* her than a Coiirt of Law) that the fame fliould 

* not for jchc future be printed by any Perfon what* 
^ foevcr. 

« 18. That notwithftanding all the Proclamations 
? for the banifliing Papifts from about this great Ci- 

* ty, and Refidcnce from his Majefty's Court, and 
^ the Parliament ; yet great Numbers of them, and 
^ that of the moft dangerous Sort, did daily reibrc 

^ hither, and abide here. 

• For all which Reafons, the Commons entreated 

* his Majefty, that none but Perfons of fincere AU 

* fedions to the Proteftant Religion, might be put 
f into any Employment Civil or Military , that 
? whilft they gave a Supply to Tangier^ they might 

< be afiured they did pot augment the Strength of 
f their Popiff) Adverlarics , nor increafe their own 

* Dangiers. But that if his Majefty would vouch-* 

* fafe to grant their Dcfires, they fliould not only be 
f ready to aflift him in Defence of ^angier^ but do 

* whatldevcr elfe fliould be in their Power to enable 

* him to protect the Proteftant Religion and Intereft 
f at Home and Abroad \ 

Two Days after this mortifying Addrefs, that is to Vkurig 
fay, on the 15th of November^ the Exclujion-Bill w^ ihr§w$m^ 
fcnt up to the Houfe of Lords. It paflcd only by ^^^*^ 
two Voices upon the firft Reading. But on the fe- ^ ^ 
cond Reading it was thrown out by a Majority of 
Sixty-three againft Thirty, Of Fourteen Bifliops that 
pay in the Houfe, Three only gave their Votes for, 
and Eleven aga,inft it *. The King was prefent at the 
whole Debate, which laftcd till near Midnight. 

It was a terrible Mortification to the Commons^ to 
fee their favourite Bill thus thrown out by the Lords. 
They grew fo fuMen, and oqt of Hu.9iour, that they 

S %llff ity s s^ the Bilho]|>s irot^4 9gii«fi thc^ Billi^ p. ^^i^ 
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1680. fell upon fevcral Members of their, own Houfe, ex- 
pelling fome) and impeaching and imprifoning others ; 
as Jikcwifc upon fome Perfons not of their Houfe, 
forbeing in the Number of the Abborrers^ or for ha- 
ving advifed and aflifted in drawing up the Procla- 
mation agajnft Petitioning for the Sitting of the Par- 
X liament. But this ferved only to^ifcovcr their Vex- 
ation at being difappointed of their Aim in the£x- 
cluftoH-Bill*. 
r^glf/ • On the 30th of Novembers new Scene opened 5 
$h$ Ur4 namely, the Tryal of IVilliam Howard^ Lord Vif- 
Siafford. count Stafford^ one of the Five Popift) Lords in the 
^ower^ who were accufed of having been concerned 
in the Plot. He was tryed before the Lords in fVefi- 
minfier-Hally the Lord Chancellor having upon that 
Occafion been appointed by the King, to perfomi 
:the Office of High-Steward. " The Managers for 
*' the Commons began with the Plot in general, and 
.*« laid open the Malice, Wickednefs, and Horrour 
*« of fo dreadful, bloody and hellilh a Defign: They 
-** ftrenuoufly infilled on the cxprefs pofitive Oaths . 
" of the Witneffes, upon whom the Credit of the 
. ** Plot depended : They exfpatiated on Coleman's Lct- 
*' ters and' others, clearly proving the Defigns and 

*> Aftivity 

• The GcntlcmcD who fpokc for the Exclufion wcrq. 

Lord Kufftlt , Sir Tbemdu PUyer, 

Sir Hinry Caftl, Sit William Jop9t^ 

fAr Harhrd, hU.Bofcawen, 

Colonel f;/«/, Ux, Trtnchard^ 

Mr. Thomas Binnet, Mr. Montague^ 

Sir trancis Wtnmngton^ Colonel Sidntj. 

Againft the Bill, 
Sir Lloml 3$nktns^ Mr. Datuil Fmchp 

Mr. Laurence Hyde, Mr. Garr^way. 

Mr. Edward SeywQur^ Sif Richard Gtaham, 

In the Houfe of Lords the Earls of Bffex and Shaftshury arjoed 
'moft for it: And the Earl of Halifax ("who was for Limitations ) 
. was ^he Champion on the other Side. For which, when the Bill 

was thrown QMt, the Commons voted an Addrtf^ (9 I'^mQ^e Loxd 
ilfati/ax irom his Counfels and Prelcnce for ever, pretending t* 

Was for his advifmg the DifTolution of the laft Parliament Ti? 

Kii^g was prelcnt 4t the whole D^l^tQ in tbQ Houfe pf Lotdit 
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" Aftivity of the Writers: They prcfled home the i68<^ 

" execrable Murder of Sir Edmondiury Godfrey^ 

^^ charged upoii tht Papi/isy as well by the Oaths of 

** Self-acknowledged. Partners in the Fadt, as by a 

«* Letter fent from London to Tixall^ intimating this 

" very Murder, the third Day after it was committed i 

" They fiilly difplayed the flian^ Plots, and coun» 

** tcr Contrivances, vjrhereby the Papifts wouldhavc 

** fuborned the King's Evidence, and turned all the 

" Guilt upon his Majefty's Loyal Subjefts: They 

** urged thq Firing the City, the Burning the Navy, 

" th^ Calling in French Armies, ff^ld IriJkfSpaniJb 

" Pilgrims^ &c. They recajpitulated the feveral Try- 

" akof Inland^ Wbitebreaa^ Langharn^, &c., andal- 

" ledged the Votes of both Houfes of Parliament 

•* declaring. the Plot.. To corroborate all which, 

** they repeated the Cruelties of Queen Mary^ the 

** French and Iri/b Maflacres, the Powder- Plot, i^c. 

" And they anatOmifed the wicked Principles and 

" Practices of Murdering,^ Lying, Equivpcating, 

** Forfwearing, Faith-breaking, 6?^. imputed to the 

" PapiftSy as h^ld by them lawful and meritorious* 

** In Conclufipn, they produced Evidences to prove 

" the Plot in general'*. After thefe Preparations, 

three Witnefles, Dugdale^ Odtes^ and Turberville der 

pofed againft the Prifoner, 

I. Dugdale fwore, *^ That at a certain Meeting 
^* held at Ttxall in Stafford/hire, about the End of 
" Juguft^ or Beginning oi September 1678, the Lord 
" Stafford^ with Lord Jfton and others, did in the 
" Prefence of the Witneflek give his full Confent to 
" take away the King's Life^ and introduce the Popijh 
" Religion. And that; on the 20th or 21ft of Sep^ 
*' tember in the Forenoon, the Lord Stafford fent for 
" the Witnefs to his Chamber, while he was Drefr 
** fing i and, turning his Servants out, offered him 
" Five Hundred Pounds for his Charces and Ea- 
" couragement, to take away the Kin^s Lite ; and 
" further told him, Hejhould have free Pardon of all 
** his Sins^ and be fainted i for the King bad been esfr 
4 . 5* communicafej^ 
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f 6la <^ communicated^ and was likewife a Trayior and a Re- \ 
«« bel, and an Enemy /(? Jefus Chrift". 

Oates fworc, *• That in the Year 1678, both in 
«« Sfain^ and at St. Omer\ he faw federal Letters, 
*< figned Stafford^ wherein his Lordfliip affuted tht 
•* 7if/«i/i of his Fidelity and Zeal in promoting the 
«* Caibolick Czviiki That in 1678, being in London^ 
** his Lordfliip Came to the Chamber of Father 
«* Fenmckj fince executed ; and there In his Prcfencc 
*< received a Commiflion frorti him, to be Pay- 
«« Matter General to the Army: Whereupon his 
** Lordfliip faid. He muft of tiecejfrtj go mvn into 
«« the Country to take Account bow Affairs flood there \ 
«* and did not doubt j hut at bis Return^ Grovt JbouU 
^* do the Bufinefs, And, fpeakine of the King, he 
** further istdded^ He katb deceived Uf a great "sobik^ 
*« and we can hear no longer **. 

Turher^ille gave an Account of " his difobliging 
*« his Friends, by leavihg his Fryar's Habit at Do- 
*« way\ and thereupon went into France^ in the 
•* Year 1675, whereat Paris getting Acquaintance 
« with his Lordfliip, he propofed to the Witncfs a 
*« Way, both to retrieve his Credit with his Friends, 
•• and make himfelf happy^ and this was by taking 
«« away the Life of the King of England, woo was i 
** Heretick, and a Rehel againft God Almighty i That 
** when he took Leave of hiin, his Lord (hip ajJpoint- 
•• ed to meet him at London ; but he foon returned 
♦* after into France^ not being Willing to undertake 
^^ the Pfopofals , and was difcountenanced by his 
•• Friends, and reduced to Poverty '% 

Thd accufedLord^ in his Defence, alledged many 
Things to invalidate the Credit of the Plot. Ana 
particularly the Reputation of thefe three Witneffes. 

Againft Dugdale he produced Evidence, ** That 
*« he Was a Perfon of an infamous Life ; that he 
^* had cheated the Lord AJlon^ his Mafter, and de- 
^* frauded the Workmen and Servants of their Wa-» 
^^ ges 5 that by his Exiravajganicics and Mifd6raea- 

«• nours, 
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V noui-s, he had Tun. hjrrifelf into feveral Hundred i68ck' 
" Pounds Debt, for which he was thrown into 
" Goal, and defpaired of ever getting 'out from 
*' thence, otherwile than by making the pretended 
" Difcoveries. In the next Place that he had di- 
" redly perjured hinifclf, in divers Pafts and Cir- 
*' cuin^ftanccs, as to the Time and Place, in this and 
** other , Pepbfitiohs **. And further, he proved> 
** That he had endeavoured fofuborn divers Pcrfons 
" to m^ke falfe Oaths, and fo to ftrertgthen his ow«l 
** by other Men's Perjury '*. 

Agalnft Oafh he enlarged upon the great Improba* 
bilitics,^ *f tr^atfo many ^reat and ridh'Confpirators, 
** who hidf'trufted him with their greateft Secrets^ . 
** and whc^e Lives werf at his Mercy, lliould fufFer 
" him to /be reduced t^ fuch a wretched' Degree of 
" Beggary, as he was acknowledged to be in when he 
** made his firft Difcoveries, He likeWlfe infifted 
*^upon his OmifftonsyAdliitions^ and Coiitradiiliom^ 
" that plainly appeared in his feveral Depofitions a- 
^^ bout the Plot } and alfo upon his villaihous feign- 
*' ing himfclf to l?e of another Religion, by folemft 
** Rcriunciations of his Fakh, andby fuch Sacraments 
** on one Side^ and fuch Abjurations and Execrati-< 
** ons.on the other, as rendered him unfit to be ad- 
** mittcdforan Evid^ce againft any Man living'*. 

As to Turberville\ lit urged, " That he was per- 
** jurcd in' this, and rhihy other of his Depofitions v 
** and that his Narrative had many Miftakcs and 
** Blunders in it* He denied that he or any of his 
" Servants, ever faW him at Paris ; and made fome 
"Remarks Upon hi$ Poverty and want, his lobfc 
" Manner of living ,. h^'s fliamtful Curfing and 
** Swearing, and particularly his ufing thcfe Words, 
** God damn me I There isjiQ 'Trade gaod now^ but that 
^'ofabifcoverer*\ 

This Defence^ as( One eafily fees, could not well 

he more weak ; qeverthclefs if took up a whole^ 

^eek, and the Account Qf this Tryal makes a fmall 

Volume in J^olio^ with no more in it in Subftance 

Q Chan 
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i^So. than what I have given. The Accufacions an4 Ce^ 
pofitions were cxprefs, and the Prifoner^s Dfefencc 
confided ; i. In an abfolute Denial of the Crime for 
which he was impeached. But thi9 Denial could be 
pf no Service to him in hb Tryal : It is not that 
which the Judges go by^ 2. In fundry Allegations 
againft the Credit of the Witncflcs. But bare Alle- 
gations without Proofs » are not wont to clear 
the Criminal. 3. In an Improbability alledged a- 
gainft Oatesj which was that if he had been fo well 
acquainted with the Secrets- of fo many rich Families, 
they would never have fuffered him to live in fuch In- 
digence. To this the Lords doubtlefs payed the Re- 
gard which they thought it deferved. But. it Teems tq 
xne, that fuch an Improbiability ought not to pafs 
for a convincing Proof in Favour of the Prifoner. 
4. In a Witnefs who depofed that Dagdak was a Per- 
ion of an infamous Life, and guilty of feveral Cheats* 
On which OccaHon I rannot forbear repeating faere^ 
what I faid on the like Occafion, That if in Proof 
of a Plot againft the King or the State, only Witnet 
fcs of Honcfty and Reputation are to be allowed, 
there will be Danger of always wanting Evidence, 
becaufc fuch Plots are commonly dilcovered by the 
Accomplices, and feldom any but Villains are coo- 
cerned in them. 
rbe Lord However this be, after the Lord Stafford had made 
Stafford a long and pathetick Speech, and in the ftefencc of 
c^ndtm- Gq^j protefted his Innocence, he was found Guilty 
by a Majority of Fifty-five Votes againft Thirty-one. 
The Lord High-Steward asking him. What be could 
fay for bimfelf why Judgement of Death fhould not pafi 
upon bim, according to Law : He replied. My Urd^ 
1 have, very little to fay ; Icoffifi I amjurprized at itf 
for I did not expeltit. But Goh fTtU be done % IxoiH 
not murmur at it. God forgive thofe who have falfdj 
fioorn againft me^ 

Sentence being paflcd upon him , feveral of his 
Kelations and Acquaintance were tt^ent with him 10 
make Difcoveries of all he knew as the only Means 

^ to 
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to fave his Life; to which he anfwered, that he was i^jBo. 
willing, out of a meer Senfe of Duty, without any 
temporal View, to difcover the utmoft of what he 
knew. Upon this he waf brought to the Bar of the 
Lords^ where he difcovered Things which all the 
World knew, and'faid nothing of what was wanted to 
be known. ^ * 

He faid, •* That he thought it no Crime for any He mdhs 
«* Man to wifti his Neighbour might be of the fame *» ^i^j^^^ 
" Religion, wherein he himfelf hoped to be faved ; ^*»/'^''"- 
** nay, to feek and promote it by fuch Ways as the 
** Laws of God and the Nation allow : That there 
^* had been on feveral OccaHons, Endeavours ufed to 
^* obtain an Abrogatiotij or at leaft a Mitigation of 
/** Severities againft the Catbolicks 5 but no othcrwife 
'< than by legal and parliamentary Means. That he 
*^ himfelf at Breda propounded a Hundred Thoufand 
" Pounds to the King for the Taking off of the Penal 
*< Laws againft them. That a Bill had been brought 
** into the Houfe of Lords in their Favour, but was 
" quafhcd by Chancellor H'jde. That the Earl of 
** Brtjiol had made fome Propofals with no better 
•* Succefs. That he had offered fome Propofals to 
" the Duke of ^<?r*, the Chancellor, and the Earl of 
" Sbafisbury^ which laft faid, He doubted not but that 
" there would come great Advantages to the King by it.** 
But this pretended Confeffion not giving Satisfaction 
to the Lords, he was fent back to the Tower. 

The 29th of December he was beheaded, being 68 // ie- - 
Years of Age : H;e protefted his Innocence to the laft ^*^^'^- 
Moment. 

The 15 th of December the King came to the Houfe 
of Lords, and fending for the Commons^ he made a 
Speech to both Houfes, which properly was only a i 
Repetition of that made at the Opening of this Sefli- 
on, relating to his Alliances with Spain and Holland^ 
for the Repofe of Chriftendom^ and concerning Tan^- 
per. After which he Renewed his Promifc of concur- 
ring with them in, any Remedies for the Security of 
the Proteftant Religion, which might confift with prc- 

VoL.XIV. T fcrving 
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*<58o. ferving the Succeflion of the Cfown in ka due and 
legal Courfe of Defcent. 
5#t#r4/ The Commons returning to their Houfc, inftcad of 

^•fclvis of tzkXn^ the King's Speech tiro Confideration, rcfolved 
Shi com* themfelVes into a Grarrd Committee bow to fecurc 
*'*'' • xhe Kingdom againft Popery zi^H^Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, After a warm Debate, tn^ refolvtd : 

'' That a Bill be brought in immediately, to ba- 
** nifh al) the cpnfiden^le Papifts out of the King- 
** dom/' And upon a farther Debate on the Mif- 
chiefs and Dangers of P(?/^<?ry, they Refohed, f< That it 
*' is the Opinion of the Committee, that as long ^ 
•' the Papijlshzvc any Hopes of the D«ke. of lorh 
** fucceeding the King in the Kingdoms 'of England 
** and Irelandy and Dominions thereuntd belonging; 
** the King's Perjoa^ the Pr^/c/?^«/ Religion, and Ae 
•* Lives^ Liberties^ and Properties of all his Majeft/s 
*' Protejiant Subjefts, are in apparent Danger ot being 
•' deftroyed." Then upon Reference made to an ifi!?ef 
Queen EHzaheth^ for an Jfociation^ they came to a like 
Refolution : That a Bill be brought in for 2LTi.AJhci^ 
tion of all his Majeftfs SubjeSsj for the Safety of Ws 
Majefty's Perfon, the Defence of the Protejiant Re- 
ligion, and the Prefervaiion of his Majefty*s Prouf- 
tant Subjects, againft all Invafions and Oppofitiont, 
and for preventing the Duke of Tork^ or any other 
Papijt from fuccccding to the Crown. 

The Houfe ftopped not here 5 for after confidering 
of Ways and Means .to fecure the Kingdom againit 
Popery and Arbitrary Government, they came to 
thefe three Refglve%, i. That it is the Opinion of this 
Hoi}fe, that a BUI be brought in. For the more ffftt- 
tualfecuring of Meetings and Sittings ^of frequent ParliA- 
tnenti. 2, That it is the Opinion of the Houfe that 
a Bill be brought in, that the Judges may hold their 
Places and Salaries, ^atn diu fe bene gejferint. 3, 
, That it is the Opinion of the Houfe^ that a Bill be 

brought 
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brought in, agdinft iliegal ExaSlion cf Money from fhi ^^^^* 
People^ to make it High'^reafoH. 

After they' had come to thefe Refolves, each of 
which difcovcred their extreme Diftruft of the Courts 
they thb-ught fit to confider the King's Speech. MsL- 
ily Speeches were made with fcvere Reflexions upon 
the French Ambaflador> the French Womcti, the 
Duke and his Creatures, and indiredly, even upon 
the King himfelf. Laftly, they refolved upon an 
Addrefs to the. King, by way of Anfwer to hit 
Speech^ in which they reprefentcd : 

" That this ProteJlantKm^Aomcm never be fafe^ 
** while there is any Hopes or Expedation of a Po^ 
** //>a» Siicceflbr ; and they befeech fils Majcfty, in • \ 
" his great Wiftiom, to confider, whether in Cafe . 
*^ the Imperial Crown of this Protefidnt^m%Aom .. 
•* fliould defcend to the Duke of York % the Oppo*- :■ 
** fition whfch may probably be made to his poffefling 
** it, may not only endanger the further Defcent in 
** the Royal Line, but even Monarchy itfelf ? They 
" therefore became humble Petitioners to his Sacred 
*' Majefty, that in tender Comniiferation to his poor 
*' Prdteftdnt People^ his Majefty would be gracioufly 
** pleafcd to depart from the Refervation in the faid 
" Speech 5 and whenever a Bill fhall be tendered 
** to his Majefty in a parliamentary way, ^o difabU 
" the Duke of York from inheriting the Crown^ his 
" Majefty will give his Aflcnt thereunto ; as alfo to 
** another Aft, whereby his Pro/<f/?^w/ Subjefts^may 
" be enabled to Affociate them/elves for the Defence .of 
" his Majefty* s Perfon^ the Protejlant Religion^ iind thi 
^" Secur^ity of his Kingdom. And as feme farther Meat>s 
" for the. Prefervarion both of their Religion and 
" Property, they are hurtible Suitors to his Majefty^ 
** thiat from henceforth fu^ h Perfons only may be 
** Judges, as arife Menr of Ability^ Integrity, an^ 
** known Affeftion to> the Protejiant Religion, an^ 
** that they mayhold both their Offices and Salaries, 
^^ ^amdtti fe bine geferint.*^ They entreated him 

Vol. XIV. T 2 likewifc 
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1680. likewife to give the Offices of L.ord-Lieotenants» 
Deputy-Lieutenants, Juftices of the Peace, and all 
Military Employments, to none but Ferfons of In- 
tegrity, and of known Experience, Courage and 
Aneftion to the Protejlant Religion. After which 
they promife, *• That when thefc their humble Re- 
^^ quefts are once obtained, they fhall on their Fart, 
*• be ready to Affift his Majcfty for the Prcfcrvation 
" of ^mgier^ and for putting his Majefty*s Fleet in- 
•' to fuch a Condition, as it may prcfcrvc his Ma- 
*« jetty's Sovereignty of the Seas, and be for the De^ 
*• fence of the Nation/* The King gave no Anfwer 
to this Addrefs till about a Fortnight after* 

imtripf$ Whife the King and Parliament continued unitec^ 
i^Ju^fw *^ Intcrcft of the Papi/ls' require4 a Toleration of 
vifimthm '^on-confarmtfts^ that themfelves might enjoy the Be- 
^m$ntfi nefit under thac general Denomination. But after 
tb€ pr9. jhe King and Parliament were fallen out, the Perfe. 
•PMts. ^xxtion fell upon the Papijls alone, who were accufed 
of Dcfigns to introduce their Religion by Force. It 
was therefore now their Intereft: to ftir up the Church 
of England agtiinft the Presbyterians^ and fo caufe a 
Divifion. It cannot be denied that many of the 
feifhops and C/^rg^iof the Church of iE^^/^n^ fell inte 
this Snare, and were pleafed to fee the Court, which 
, always favoured the PapiftSy now inclined to perfb- 
cute the Presbyterians, Supported with the Counte- 
nance of the Court, the moft zealous of thtEpiJco^ 
'pal Way failed not to difcover their Hatred againft 
'the Presbyterians^ fo that at the very Time that the 
Papifts were accufed by the Parliament as the Au- 
thors of all the Miferies which the King laboured 
^nder, the Presbyterians were fallen upon, as if it was 
intended to throw the whole blame upon, thtfm. This 
laid the Clergy of the Church of England but too o- 
pen, by their appearing to favour the Defigns of 
'the Papifts. Befides, it is certain that during the 
Contefts between the King and the Parliament, the 
^Gergy in-geher»l were attached to the Court, and 

the 
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the Intcrefts of the Duke of Tork. This was fuffici- 1680. 
ent to revive the Complaints of the Presbyterians a- 
gainft the Church of England^ and to charge her wi^h 
leaning to Poferj. Befides this, as the Court had 
been well affcftcd to the Papijts ever fince the begin- 
iDg of this Reign, or at leaft from the Difgrace of 
the Earl of Clarendon^ it will eafily be thought that 
Care had been taken to introduce amongft the Clergy^ 
Men (^ doubtful Religion, and which were likely to 
give no Alarm to the Court. 

Tbefc Things gave the Houfe of Commons the Hint '^•c^m* 
of fcreening the Presbyterians from Perfecution at this *'^*"^ ^'•* 
Time. They found themfclves moreover concerned J^7^# 
in it, for the Reafon before intimated. There were Pnfiyt§- 
many Presbyterians in the Houfe, who to qualify ^^»'» 
themfelves for their Eleftion, had taken the Oaths, 
and received the Sacrament in the Church ot England^ 
but remained as much Presbyterians'^zs before. Where^ 
fore the 2 ift of December a Bill was read the fir ft Time, 
for uniting the King's Proteftant Subjects. Whilft the rigid 
Epifcopalians prevailed in the fecond Parliament of 
ttus Reign, they had carefully avoided to diftinguifli 
the Proteftant Nonconformifts from the others, becaufc 
it was advantagious to them, to make them but one 
Body under the fame Name. But this Parliament 
which had other Views, neglefted not to make fo 
proper a Diftindion. This Bill which perhaps w;p 
too indulgent to the Presbyterians^ having met with 
ftrong Oppofition in the Houfe, was at laft given up 
for one left advantagious, which exempted the Pro^ 
tenant Dijfenters from the Penalties enaded againft the 
Papifis in the 35th Year of Elizabeth. This Bill paT- a Bill 
fed both Houfes, but was loft no Body knew how, f^fi^ *?'* 
and could not be found when it was to b,c offered to ^jJ^'V^l 
the King for his Affent^. " * v^ur. 

.■ .T3. ,„, ,- . T^ 

* leif pMn X^inhad not coiMteiBurnit on tbis occafion, who 
pfh Oft ^ psy of the PiotogatiQUi whea the Sill fox tepcalinc 
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f68o. The CommoTfs concluded the Year with this Vote, 

iTcJiif ** '^^^^ "^ Member of the Houfe fhould accept of 

f»4nu " ?iny Office or Place of Prpficfrom the Crown, 

^' without leave of the Houfe ; nor any Promife of 

•^ any fuch Office or Place of Profit during fuch 

^' Time as he fliould continue a Member of the 

'' Houfe/* 

i68of. The King found himfclf very much at a lofs what 

^ff*rent ^nfwcr lo TCtum to the Commons Addrefs. His Coun- 

shiCoHn-^ cil was divided. Someadvifed him to return.no An- 

ci/- fwer at all, and to make ufe of this Pretence, that as 

. he had addrefled his S[ eech to both Houfes, he could 

not look upon the particular Addrefs of one of the 

Houfrs as an Anfwcr to his Speech. Others were of 

Opinion that the King (hould return a pofitive An- 

fwer, bi^caufe they little cared to^eep any Meafurcs 

with the Parliament, and bccaufe on the contrary, 

'Veil knowing they fhould never be forgiven by the 

' Commons^ they were inr^irtdlly^doing all they could to 

; prevail with him to diffolve the prefent Parliament, 

. and call no more for the future. . The Men of this 

Opinion were the four Principal Dircdtor^ of the 

King's Affairs, namely, Sunderland^ Halifax^ Mr. 

li'jde^ and Mrt Godolphin. When it is confidcrcd 

that from the Beginning of this Reign, or at leaft 

from the E^vY of Clarendon* $ Diigrace, there were not 

Only Men of thcfe Principles always in -the Council, 

but' that the grcateft Part of'the Time they^were 

even the chief Minifters, one cannot help believing 

' that the King himfclf had like wife the fame Princi- 

*ple$; thpugh there were no other.Proof. It;i9thcre- 

"iore tertairi, that the Fears of the Commcns were not 

^' :\ Jg^oundlefs, It is likewife to be remarked that 

J / Though the -Cpuncil was dividecf as to the manner of 

. ^nfwering tlic Commons Addr<:fs, they were agreed »s 

^rte A& of the 3 yjli of Flts^tthtth-'oiighx to havc^ been offered to the 

King, the Clerk of the rown, by the King's particuUr Order, 

withdrew the f^d m. The King.had nomindopenSf lo'jd^nt it t 

^but he had Icfs ipiqf b'pals^t.. ' So thjg indiTcr^t jj^riipd' '«'*• 

L \^kthi Wbith- WisTBigR Ofilpce id ih? Qcrk of^ib^ Qown, ; <95- 
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toche Thing' itfelf, ^d that not one of the Privy- 1680- u , 
Counfellors was for having the King confent to the 
Exclufion of the Duke of Tbrk. 
^ Though, tiie King at firft feemed to approve^of the 
former of thefe Opinions, hefuffered hinifelf never- - 
thelefs to be influenced by the latter, which was to 
return a pofitivc Anfwer to the Comuions^ and he did* 
fo in the following Terms : 

His Majejly received the Jddrefs oftbisMoufe with ThiKlngU 
dll the Diffofition they could w'ljh to ccmpU with their f,^^^"" '* 
rpjonable DeJireSj but upon peruftng it^ be is forry to fee ^^„, ^^ 
tleir Thoughts fo wholly fixed upon the Bill of Exclufi- dtifs. 
on, as to determine^ that all other Remedies fo^ the 
J¥ppre{[ing of Popery, will be tneffeSiual : His Majejiy 
is confirmed in an Opinion againji that Bill, by the Judge* 
fnent of the Houfe of Lordsy who rejeSied it. He there^ 
fore thinks there remains nothing more for him to fay^ in 
Anfwer to the Addrefs of this Houfe^ but to recommend 
to them the Confideration of all other Means for the Pre-^ 
fervation of the Proteftant Religion, in which they havei 
no Reafon to doubt of his Concurrence^ whenever they 
Jhall be prefented to him in a parliamentary way : And 
that they would confider the prefent State of the Kingdom^ 
(ts well as the Condition ^/Chriftendom, infucb a manner 
ds may enable him to preferve Tangier, (f,nd fecure the 
Alliances Jbroad^ and the Feage and Settlement at Home. 

♦ This Anfwer was not read in the Houfe till three 
pays after, becaufc the Commons were bufy in draw- 
ing up an Impeachment againft Chief- Juftice Scroggs^ 
who was accufed of endeavouring: to ft ifle the Be- 
lief of the Pl^t, difcouraging the King's Evidences, 
4ifmiffing the Grand-Jury that Ihould have prefented 
the Duke of lor k^ and unjuftly profecuting of feve- 
falWf iters and Publifliers of Pamphlets. In this In- 
terval the Lords fent to the Commons d, Vote pafled 
hy them, *' That they declared and were fully fatis- AV9f9f 
•** fipd that there now was^and for divers Years laft ha^ '^' l»riu 
l^ been, aligrrid and treafonable Plot/ continued and 

T4 ^^iparritd 
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1680-1. " carried on by the Irifi-Papiftsf for maflacringthe 

** Engljjb^ and fubverting the Proteftant Religion, 

^' and the antient eftarblifhed Government in that 

'jfpf0v$d *' Kingdom." The Commons readily conctirred to 

h *^» this Vote, and added, " That the Duke of rorle^ht- 

C9mm$ut. 44 ipg a Papift^ and the Expcftation of his coming 

•' to the Crown, had given the greateft Countenance 

^^ and Encouragement thereto, as well as to the hor- 

** rid Popijb Plot in the Kingdom of England.** 

When the Kill's Anfwer was read in tjic Houfc 
of Commons^ it raifcd great Heats and Complaints a- 
gainft the Lords, who were accufed of having throwi) 
out the Bill of Exclujion in pure Complaifance to the 
King, or becaufe they were awed by his Prefcnce. 
At laft, after great Debates they came to thefe three 
Refolutions : 

KifolutUns <« I, That it is the Opinion of this Houfc, that theic 

ofthiCcm. cc js UQ Security or Safety for the Pr(?/<f/fij«/ Religion, 

Th7KT/s " ^^^ King's Life, or Government of this Nation, 

^H/vir. ^* without palling a Bill {o*r difabling James Duke of 

** Tork to inherit the Imperial Crown of this Realm, 

*' and the Dominions and Territories thereunto bc- 

** longing : And to rely upon any other Means and 

*' Remedies, is not only Infufficient but Dangerous. 

** 2. That his Majcfty in his late Meffage, having 
^ afTurcd this Houfc of his Readinefs to c6ncur in 
" all other Means for the Prefervation of the Pro- 
** teftant Religion, "This Houfe doth declare^ that un* 
•* til a Bill be likewife palSed for excluding the 
** Duke of TorK this Houfe cannot give any Supply 
*' to his Majefty, without Danger to his Majefty*s 
** Perfon, extreme hazard of the Proteftant Religion, 
*' and Unfaithfulnefs to thofe by whom the Houfc is 
*' intrufted, 

** 3. That all Pcrfons who advifcd his Majefty ifl 
«* his laft Mcflagc to this Houfe, to infift updn an 
•' Opinion againft th€ Bill for excluding the Duke of 
♦' Torky have given pernicious Counfe) tohisMajrf- 
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*« ty, and are ProtnoterB of Poper^j^ and Enemies to i^o-t. 
«( the King and Kingdom. '^ 

In Purfuance of this laft Vote, the Houfe came ^^ -rf/- 
to a Rcfolution of waiting on the King with an Ad- ^^•fifi^^ 
drefs to remove from his Perfon and Counfcl Gearge monsi^' 
Earl of Halifax^ Laarmce Hyde Efq; the Marqucfs tbg King. 
of IVorcefter^ and the Ear]s of Clarendon and Fe^er^ 
Jham. Moreover they refohed^ That whofoevcr Ihould ^ ^^^ 
hereafter lend or caufe to be lent by wa'j af AdvamB ]J^'"^ 
any Money upon the Branches of the King's Revenue 
arifing by Cuftom^ Excife^ or Heartb-Moneyy ftiould be 
judged a Hinderer of the fitting of Parliaments, and be 
refponfible for the fame in Parliament — And that 
whofoever fliould accept or buy $.ny Tally or AttU 
cipation upon any Part of the King's Rcvefiue ihould 
be adjudged as before. 

The Houfc of Commdns could hardly carry Mat- ^A# ring 
tcrsany farther, and ftemed defirous of engaging the Jj'^j'^^ 
King m fome Adfc of Violence which might gi^^firf^/t^k0 
them an Handle againft him. Thus had the Parlia- Dnke^f 
ihcnt of 1640 behaved toward Charles I. But Cbarlesll York, 
had one Advantage wanted by his Father, whicTi 
iJiras that he had not, like him, deprived himfelf of the 
Power to prorogue or diffolve the Parliament, and 
fo could whenever he pleafed put an end to the Mor- 
tifications which were given him. It is true in fuch 
a Cafe he muft have contented himfelf with his ordi- 
nary Revenue, which, to a Prince fo prodigal as He, 
was no eafy Matter. It was this Refleftion which 
filled his Enemies with Hopes of bringing him at 
laft to their Terms, and extorting his Confent tb 
the Exclufton-Bill. Indeed if Father Orleans may be 
credited, the Dutchefs of P^r/^(?«/i& threw herfelf at 
his Feet, and prayed him not to make himfelf a Sa- 
crifice to his AfFeftion for his Brother * Fagel^ Pen- . 

fioner 

, * The true Reafon, according to fmrmt, why the Dutchcfi of 
Tortfinputb openly dedared for the Hoafe of Commons, zni wis 
R hearty for the Exdufion, wwtlus: It was propofed to her that 
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i6lo.i« fioner of Holland^ fcnt over by Mr. Sydfiey the King's 
Envoy there, a Memorial, rcprefenting that the King 
could not fupport the Duke of lork^ but by relin- 
quiftiing the Interefts of all Europe. 

But this Argument made no great Impreffion on 
the King's Mind. On the contrary, thefe Things 
ferved only to provoke him the more, fo that he le- 
folved to prorogue the Parliament. The Commons 
having private notice of this, met earlier in the 
Morning than ufual, and before the King came to 
the Houfeof Lords the loth of January^ they had 
time to pafs the following Votes : 

r##w #/ «« J. That whoever advifed his Majefty to pro* 

tUCim^ (c rogue the Parliament, to no other Purpofe than in 

***"*■ " order to prevent palling a Bill for the Exclufion of 

" James Duke of Tork^ is a Betrayer of the King, 

• ♦* the Proteftant Religion, and . of the Kingdom of 

** England^ a Promoter of the French Intcrcft, and 

*' a Penfioner of France. 

" 2. That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, That 
** the Alls of Parliafaient made in the Reign of 
*• Queen Elizabeth and King James^ againft Popjh 
*« Recufants^ ought not to be extended againft PrO" 
** ieftant'BiJfsnters. 

•* 3. That it is the Opinion of this Houfe, That 
" the Profecution of Proteftant Dijfenter^ upon the 
** Penal \a^^s^ is at this time grievous to the Sub- 
*' jeft, a weakning the Proteftant Intereft, an Encou- 
" ragement to Popery^ and dangerous to the Peace 
" of the Kingdom. '* 

T*# xmg Thefe Votes were fcarce paffed, when the King 

/ir^rr! ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Houfe of Peers, and fending for the 

lidmtnt. Commons^ 

if fhc could bring the King to the Exclufion, the Parliament would 

next prefs the King to declare the Succeifor to the Crown ; and is 

^ • fte was abfolute Miftrcfsof thcKing's Spirit, (he njighi reckoatbe 

King would be prevailed on to declare her Son his Succeflpr. .The 

Duke of Monmouth^ who had th^ faii^e view, joined with herj^b 

carry on the ExcHifion, ' an4 they thonght they Were maimi 

Tooli of one another ^o fcrve their own Ends, p. 4?7, 
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Commons^ cave the Royal Aflent to Two or Three 1680-1. 
Jifs of little Importance, and then the Chancellor 
by his Order prorogued the Parliament to the 29th 
of January. "^ 

Three Days after the Lord-Mayor and Common- Addr^ffti 
Council of London waited on the King with an Ad- hfhciiy 
drefs for the fitting of the Parliament on the Day zp- ^ '^^ 
pointed, that they might eflfeft the great Affairs be- ^°' 
lore them. This Addrefs only fervcd to exafperatc 
the King ♦further. Wherefore by a Proclamation h* dif- 
iflbed out the i8th of January^ he diflblvcd the Par- f^ws tk§ 
Jiament, after it had fate about three Months. At ^^'''*«- 
the fame time he fummoned another to meet at Ox- ImdLu 
ford the 21ft of Marcb^ being offended with the City 9n§mtoti 
oi London. ^ fofd. 

While thefe Quarrels were depending, the Minifters Tb§ uiuu 
^nd Privy-Counfcllors were by no means at eafe. They '*? ^»^ 
faw the Houfe of Commons fo attached to the Exclu- c^,\i^ 
fton-BHl^ that nothing elfe was able to fatisfy them. Urt in " 
On the other Hand, they knew by Experience that i^M Difi 
on other important Occafions, the King had not (hown i^**^^« 
that Firmnefs which his Minifters could have wifhed, . 
but had given them up, and come into the Meafures 
of the Parliament. . This made them fear that the 
fame Thing might happen on the prefent OccaGon, 
and therefore the Earl of Sunderland fcW off the firft, 
.and in direft Difobedience to the King*s Order, voted 
for the Exclufion-Bill in the Houfe of Lords. The 
Earls of EJfex and Salisbury^ Privy-Counfellors, did 
the fame 5 and Sir William temple fufficiently teftifies 
his Fear of venturing himfelf with the Houfe of 
Commons. This Conduft of fome of the Privy- 
Counfellors gave the Country-Party hopes that the 
King would at laft comply if he was warmly prcf- 
fed. 

? But that Party found themfelves miftaken in their Thixhi 
Expedtations. For though the King had difcovered ^J^^'J^ 
no great Firmnefs in other Difiiculties, yet in the Af- f^"/,^^ 
lairof his Brother he was ever immovrable. Imme- Broib$r, 
,%tely aft^r ;l>c Diflfolution of the Parlianjcnt he re- 

inoved 
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i«8<D*;ti moved die Earl of Sunderland from being Secretary, 
Vtw Pro- and gave the Place lo the Earl cS Conway. He like* 

^^ngfi '^ifc ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^* ^^ Privy -CounfcHors the 
/)&# Privy- Earls of £^^^ Salisbury^ Sunderland^ and Sir^fli^ 
am»fil- TempUj and filled the Vacancies with Men, whofe 
fcfi4»^ Principles were more agreeable to his own*. He 
^"' likewifc made fome Alteration amongft the Judges. 
In a Word, by the Men whom he advanced he fuf- 
ficiently difcovered his Refolution to fuppprt the Duke 
his Brother at all Adventures. 
London On, the other Hand, the contrary Party to tht 
ghufkf th9 Court were not idle. The Magiftracy and Common* 
£if'^' Council of London being all in that Party, haftencd 
the Ele<aion of Members to ferve in theenfuing Par- 
liament, and on the 14th of F^^rw^rjf rechofc their 
old Members *'. The Eleftion was no fooner over 
^ than the new Reprefentatives were prefented with a 

Paper in the Name of the Citizens of London then 
aflembled in Common-Hall, containing a ^' Return 
** of their moft hearty Thanks for their faithful and 
•* unwearied Endeavours in the two laft Parliaments, 
*' to fcarch into and difcover the Depth of the Popl> 
•' Plot •, to preferve his Majefty*s Royal Perfon, the 
'<' Proteftant Religion, and the well-eftabliflied Go- 
*' vernment of this Realm 5 to fecure the Meeting 
** and Sitting of frequent Parliaments 5 to aflcrt 
*' their undoubted Rights of petitioning, andtopu- 
** nifli fuch as have betrayed thofe Rights; to pro* 
♦' mote the long-wi(hed-for Union of his Majcfty's 
/' Subjefts ; to repeal the Thirty-fifth of Elizabttby 
*« and the Corporation Aft ; and more efpecially for 
** their affiduous Endeavours in promoting the BtUa^ 
♦« Exclufton of James Duke of York:* In fine, they 
concluded, "That being confidently aflured that 
** they, the faid Members for the City, will never 

« confeiit 

* The Enrls of fixford, Ckifiirfiild, and Jihsimry were fwom 
Privy -CounjfelloYs. Mot long after the Lord Crsam was likewifc 
made Privy- Counfellor. 

»i Sir Robert Claytm, SHr UomMt Kayir, Th$mi$ Frflni|ft#, afi* 
MUUam Uve. Th^ wasitbe third time of their bang ehofcAi 
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** conicnt to the granting any Money-Supply, till . ^^h 

<* thpy have cfFcdually fecurea them againft Popery 

" and Jrbiirary Powers they refolved by God*s 

" Bleffing to ftand by their faid Members with their 

** Lives and Fortunes." The Example of London 

was followed by molt Places in the Kingdom, and 

not only the old Members were re-ele£led» but Papers 

of Addreffes, like that of London^ were prefented 

to them. Wherefore when the Eledions were over, 

the King with Vexation faw that he was only to meet 

the Parliament which he had diflblved. 

Mean while the King^s Care to have his new Pa>» 
liament meet him at O^ord, gave great Uneafinefs to 
the Country-Party. They would have been gls^ 
that the. Parliament ihould lit zt fFeJhninftery where 
they were fure of the Alliftance of the Landoners in 
cafe of need. And who knows but that they might 
have fome Thoughts of extorting from the Lords the 
BiU of Exclufion in the fame manner that the Commons 
of 1640 had forced the Lords Compliance to the Bill 
of Attainder againft the Earl of Strafford? Be this as 
it will, they refolved to uie their utmoft Endeavours 
to alter the Place, and get the Parliament removed 
to Wefiminfter. For this Purpofc the Earl of Effeie^ 
attended by lixteen Lords, delivered a Petition to 
the King, introducing it with the foUow'mg Speech : 

*^ May it pleafe your MajeJIy^ 

" ^TpHE Lords here prefent, together with dl- Tke Tdrt 
" X vers other Peers of the Realm, take Notice f^f^^f/ 
** that by your late Proclamation, your Majefty had ,^J^^ng. 
^^ declared an Intration of calling a Parliament at Echard. 
** Q9rfbrd ; and obferving from Hiftory and Re- p. »o<5»- 
^* cords, how unfortunate many Affcmblics have 
•* been, when called at a Place remote from the ca- 
*' pital City ; as particularly the Congrefs in Henry 
♦• the Second's Time at Clarendon 5 . Three feveral 
'*^ Parliaments at Oxford in Henry the Third's Time, 
•* and at Coventry in Henry, the Sixth's Time ; with 

>* divers 
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>68o-i. <^ diVers others which have proved very fafat to 
" thofe Kings, and have been followed with*great 
** Mifchief to the whole Kingdom : And confidering 
f * the prefent Pofture of Affairs, the many Jealou- 
** fies and Difcontcnts whicK-.are amongft the Peo- 
•* pie, we have great Caufe to apprehend, that the 
** Confequences of a Parliament now at Orfordy 
** may be as fatal to your Majefty and the Natioft, 
•* as thofe Times mentioned * to have been to the 
«♦ then reigning Kings. And therefore We do con- 
*• ccive, that we cannot anf^er it to God, tO your 
«* Majefty, or to the People, if we, being Peers of 
•* the Realm, Ihould not on fcJ important an Occa- 
«* Con humbly offer our Advice to your Majefty ; 
«' That if poffible, your Majefty may be prevailed 
" with to alter this (as we apprehend) unfeafonable 
*' Refblucion. The Grounds and Reafons of out 
•' Opinions are contained in this our Petition, 
•* which we humbly prefent to your Majefty." 

The Petition contained in Subftancean Enumerati- 
on of the Mifchiefs which fo many Adjournments, 
Prorogations and Diffolutions of Parliament had 
caafed for fome Years paft, at a Time when his 
Majefty's Perfon, and the whole Nation wqre in fuch 
imminent Danger from the Papifls. *« And now his 
** Majefty has been prevailed upon to call another 
** Parliament at Oxford, where neither Lordsy nor 
•^ Commons could be in Safety, but daily would be 
** expofed to the Sw^rd of the Papifls and their Ad- 
** herenrs, of whom too many had crept Into his 
. •' Majefty^s Guards: The Liberty of Speaking aC- 
** cording to their Confcience would be thereby de- 
•' ftroyed, and the Validity of jiils and Proceedings 
•* left difputable : The Straitnefs of the Place nb 
** ways admitting of fuch a Concourfe of Perfons, as 
*• now followed every ParUament ; and the Witnef- 
. ** fcs which were neceffary to give Evidence upoA 
" iht Commom Impeachment, were unable to bear 
•* the Charges of fuch a Journey, and unwilling t* 
" truft themfclvcs under \\x Protcftion' of fuch a 
> . . •• Parlid- 
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.*' Parliament, that was ic'fclf evidently under the i68a*t» 
*' Power of Guards and Soldiers. In Conclufioa, 
*' they prayed th^t the Parliament might as ufual, 
" fie at Wejiminfter^ where they might Confult and 
'*' A<51 with Safety and Freedom." 

To this Addrcfs the King returned not one Word 
of Anfwer, but contented himfelf with frowning up* 
on the Lords who prefented it. 

AJl this whifie the two Parties were skirmilhing in 
a fo hot, . or rather fo violent a manner with their 
Pens, -^ that they preferved no Decency. Libels 
fwarme'd with Impunity. Some pretend that this was 
an Artifice of the Court to prevent the Union of the 
Prot£/ia)^ts^ > and that ill Language thrown out a- 
gainft the King and the Duke of Tork was patiently 
born with, in order to have the Blame caft on the 
Presbyferiansy and to furnilh the E^ifcopal Party witk 
an Opportunity to return the Imputation of too 
blind , an Attachment to the Court. Thus much is 
certain, that this Divifion, which was carefully fo- 
mented^ turned to the King's Advantage, as will be 
feen afterwards. On this Subject I fhall relate an 
Affair which then made a great Noife. 

One Fitz-Harris an Irijh Papift, who had free Ac- 7h$ 'Jgiit 
cefs. to the Dutchefs «f Port/mouthy and kept a Cor- '/Fitx- 
rcfpondence with her Favourite- Woman Mrs. fFally ***"»• 
and the Conteflbr of the French Ambaflador, having 
received fcveral Prefents, and particukrly one of 250 
Guineas, undertook to prievail with one Everard to 
write a Libel againft the King, Everard feigned to 
confeat,ftnd appointed a Meeting to receive the Heads 
out of which his Pamphlet was to be framed ; but 
at the lame Time he communicated the Affair to 
Sir fVilliam Waller and Mr, Smithy and hid them in a 
Place where they might, hear what, paffed between 
Fttz-Harris and him. The Day following, being both 
together in one Room, Fitz-Harris told Everard xh2^t 
he Qiould write a Libel againft the King upon the 
'following Heads, 

That 
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irtP-i. That the King and Royal Family wore Papi^s^ 
and arbitrarily aff^ffedfrom the Bcginnine. 

That Charles 1. had a Hand in the Irip RebclHott, 
and that Charles II. did countenance the fame by 
preferring Fitz-Gerald^ Fitz-Pairick^ and Mount-Gar* 
reU who were engaged in the £iid Rebellion. 
. That the Aft, forbidding to call the King a Ptf- 
fifi^ was to flop Men's Mouths when he fhould in- 
cline to further Pofer^ ; which appeared by his ad- 
hering fo clofely to the Duke of 2ari*s Intereft, and 
hindering him from being proceeded againft by the 
Parliament, and hindering the Officers put in by the 
Duke to be turned out ; and for that the Privy- 
CounfcUors and Juftices of the Peace, who were ror 
the Protiftant Intereft, were turned oiit of all Places 
ofTruft. 

That it was as much in the Power of the People to 
depofe a Pofifi PoflefTor, zsz^Popi/b Succeflbr *, and 
Seeing there was no Hopes that the Parliament, when 
chey met at Oxford could do any good, the 
People were bound to prxwide for thcmfclves. 

Everard afterwards received thefe Inftruftiom in 
Writing, and drew up his Libel, which if^s injurious 
to the King, and full of Sedition^ This Libel was to 
be dropped in the Houies of feveral who were Ene- 
mies to the Court, and particularly in thofe of tbe 
Fresbyteriam, which Houfes were to be fearched in 
order to find this Libel in them, which was to fcrve 
as a Proof of a Confpiracy formed by the Presip- 
^rians againft the Government. This was the Ac- 
count given of the Libel by Everard^ and that it 
came from the Court. At laft, fFaller having in- 
formed the King of the Affair, the Kbg ordered S^ 
cretary Jenkins to iffue out a Warrant for the ap- 
prehending FUz^Harris^ and that ff^aller fhould exe- 
cute it. Yet he was no fooner gone, but Sir jyilH^^ 
declared, he was informed by two worthy Gcntle- 
:men, That tbe King was highly offended with bim^ fij' 
tng^ he had broken all bis Meafures > and that be would 
one way or other have him taken off. HoVfiver this 

be, 
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be, fFalUr arr^cd Fttz^Harriiy »nd fent him to 1680-T. 
Nmgate*. ^ ^j^^/J;' 

Here, as before in the Plot, it is pretended that g^^^^ 
Fttz^Harris was gained by Promifes or Threats, to 
dcpofewhlt we have fcen. But before this Affsiit Tki Khg 
could be fcarched to. the Bottom, Fttz-Harris was/*»^'^^» 
taken tfut of Newgate^ and committed to the Tower ^q'^^. 
by the King's exprefs brden I fliall enter no far- 
ther into the Particulars of this Matter, but content 
my felf with briefly faying in a Word# That fhortly 
after the Diflblution ot the Ox/br J Parliament^ when 
ihe Court began to fail with a profperous Gale, and 
were under no Check from the Parliament, Fitz^ 
Harris was brought to his Tryal ; that the Dutchefs 
of Portfmoutb owned flie had given him Money, but 
merely out of Charity ; That Fttz-Harris always per* 
fifted in his having dond nothing but by Order, and 
that after his Death, his Wife conftantly affirmed 
that he was employed by the Court. In fliorjr, he m h ton^ 
was conjlemned and executed, whilft the Publkk ^'JYjf^^ 
was at a lofs to comprehend for what Rcafon an ^J^^j. , 
Irijb Papift had publiihed a Libel againft the King, 
if it was not an Artifice of the Court. This Affair 
began in February^ and the laft Parliament had uken 
Cognizance of it, fo far, that the Houfe of Commons 
bad ordered an impeachment againft him^ and when 
he was carried to the Tower^ declared that no Infe^- 
riour Court had any Power to try him, nor to med- 
dle in this Affair. He was neverthelefs trycd, con- 
demned and executed, to the great Difappointment of 
the fVbigs, who hoped by his Means, to bring to 
Light the Artifices of the Court. But the King and 
his Party found ic for their Advantage to get rid of 
a Man^ who might occafion them fome Trouble 

. * Burmt fays, Fitz-Sdrrh framed the Libel himfelf, and only 
fliowed it to EviTArd^ wbo believing he intended to trepan binny 
placed Witneffes to ovef-hesrr alt thaft paft, liiz-Harris baring thtf 
Libel witb him, all wrote with his own Hand, £ver«ri went with 
fht Paper and informed againft him. P. 457. 

Vol.. XIV. U iit 
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i6«o I. He was not executed till the Month of June^ after 
the Diflblution of the Ox/«?ri-Parliament. 

All the World expeifted the Meeting of this Par- 
liament with the utmoft lofipatience, and the King 
with great Uncafinefs, forcfceing he Ihould reap no 
Benefit from thence. He repaired to Oxford feven or 
eight Days before the Meeting, and as the Sufpicions 
and Fears of the Whig-Partj were now at the height, 
it was thought that the King went fo foon to Oxfori^ 
with no other Defign, but to take his Meafures be- 
fore-hand for rendering himfclf Matter of the Parlia- 
menr. Accordingly the Members teftified, in the 
moft open Manner their Fears of fome Violence, by 
going thither attended with fo many armed Perfons. 
Thofc of London in particular were attended to Ox- 
ford with a numerous Body of well-armed Horft, 
having Ribbands in their Hats, with thcfe Word? 
woven in them, JV^Poperv, iVi? Slaver y* 
The Parliament meeting the 21ft of Marcb^ the King 
made the following Speech to both Houfes *. 

" Afy Lords and Gentlemen, 

Jiwl'ir " TTHE unwarrantable Proceedings of the laft 

/i'pjr//4. ** X iio\jSt o^ Commons^ were the Occafion of my 

mtnt. *< parting with the laft Parliament ; for I, who will 

*• never ufe Arbitrary Government my felf, am rc- 

** folved nottofufferit in others. lam unwilling 

** to mention Particulars, becaufe I am defirous to 

•* forget Faults j but whofoever calmly confidcrs 

** what Offers I have formerly made, and what A(- 

'•* furances I renewed to the laft Parliament ; how I 

♦* recommended Nothing to them fo much as the 

*' Alliances I had ma^e for the Prcfervation of the 

" general Peace in Chrijlendom, and the further Exa- 

^ mirtation of the Popijh Ploty and how I defired 

^^ their Advice and Afliftancc concerning the Prefcr- 

** vation 

f The Lords Tat in the Gallery of the Piiblick Schoolsi and the 
Cpfnm^ns ia the Convocation-Houfc* 
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varibn of Tangier ; -and flidl then i-efled Upon the i^So^t 
ftraiige unfuitable RetUcDs ttiside to fuch Propo- 
fitionsi by Men that were called together to 
confult, i perhaps may wonder more, that I had 
Patience fo long, than that at laft 1 grew wearjr 
of their Proceedings* I haVe thought it Neceffa- 
ry to fay thus much to you, that I may not have 
any new Occadon given me to remember more of 
the late Mifcarriages : It is much my Intereft, and 
it ihail be as much my Carp as yours^ to preferVc 
the Liberty of the Subje^ ; becaufe the Crown 
can never be fafc when that is in Danger : And 1 
would have you likewife be convinced. That nei- 
ther your Liberties nor Properties C2^n fubfift long|^ 
when the juft Rights and Prerogatives of the Crown 
are invaded, or the Honour of tha Government 
brought low, and into Difreputation^ 
*^ I let you fee, by my calling the Parliament £ii 
foon^ that no Irregularities in Parliaments fhall 
make me out of Love Ivith themj and by this 
Means^ offer you another Opportunity of pro- 
viding for our Security here, by giving thac 
Countenance and Protei^ion to our Neighbours 
and Allies, which you cannot but know they ex* 
pedt from Us^ and extreamly ftaiid in Heed of it 
at this Inftant ; aiid at the fame Time give one 
Evidence more^ that T have not neglefted nay 
Part, to give that general Satisfadiofi ahd Securi-^ 
ty, Which by the BleflTing of God, may be at* 
tained, if you, Oh your Parts^ brihg fiiitable Dif- 
pofitions towards it : And that the juft Care yoit 
ought to haVe of Religidn^ be not fo mabaged and 
improved into unm^arj Fears ^ as may be made 
a Pretence for changing the Foundation of the; Go^ 
vernm^nn I hope the Example of the ill Sue-* 
cefs of former Heats^ will difpofe you to a better 
Temper ; and not fo much to inveigh againft what 
is paft, as to conlider what is beft to be done in 
the p;"efent Conjunfture, the further Profecution 
of the Plot i the Tryal of the Lords in the 2'<7W- 
VOL. XIV. U 2 Sfi 
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i«86-i. «< er ; the providing a more fpeedy Convi&ion of 
*^ Reeufants^ and if it be pradicabic, the ridding 
«* our fcJves quite of that Party^ that have any con- 
^< fiderable Authority or Intereft among them, are 
«* Things, though of the higheft Importance, that 
<* hardly need to be recommended to you, they are 
•* fo very obvioOs to every Man's Conuderation, and 
*• fo neceflary to ourSecurity. But.1 muft needs dc- 
^^ fire you, not to lay fo much Weight upon one 
«« Expedient againft Poperyy as to determine that all 
'* other are ineffelfual ; And among all your Cares 
•« for Religion, remember, that without the Safety 
•« and Dignity of the Monarchy^ neither Religion nor 
** Property can be preferved. 

" What I have formerly and fo often declared, 
«* touching the Suceejfton^ I cannot depart from. But 
^* to remove all reafonable Fears that may arife 
•• from the Poflibility of ^ Popifi Succeffof^% coming 
*« to the Crown ; if Means can be found, that infuch 
•* a Cafe the Adminiftration of the Government may 
** remain in Proteftants Hands 5 I (hall be ready to 
** hearken to any fuch Expedient^ by which the Rtli- 
** gion may be preferved, and the Monarchy notde- 
*• ftroyed. I muft therefore earneftly recommend 
** to you, to provide for the Religion and Govern- 
<< ptent together, with Regard to one another, be- 
*^ caufe they fupport each other : And let us be u- 
*^ nited at Home, that we may recover the Efteem 
*< and Confideration we ufed to have Abroad. I 
«* conclode with this one Advice to you, Thattht 
♦* Rules andMeafures of aU ^temf Votes may be the known 
•' and eftahtijhed Laws of toe Land ; which neither 
<« can, nor ought to be departed from, nor changed, 
«< but by A^ of Parliament : And I may the more 
*♦ reafonably require, that you make the Laws of 
** the Land your Rnle^ becaufe lamrefolved tbeyJheA 
*« be mne*^ 

^ The Commons returning to their Houfe, chofe for 

their Speaker the fame Fcrfon who had been m that 

Office 
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Office the laft Parliament, and the King approved of i<58o-i; 
the Eledion. 

After the Commons kad fpent three Days in chufing -f A#/»fc- 
their Speaker, and taking the Oaths, a Motion was '^^!^ ^* 
made for printing the Voies^ and carried, notwith- k#iw. 
ftanding the Oppofition of Secretary Jenkins. As the 
fecret Defign of the Commons was to let the People fee 
the Ncceflity of the Exclufton-Bill^ they were defirout 
to acquaint them with every Step that was taken in. 
that Affair, that they might not be deceived by ge- 
neral unauthorifed Accounts; of it. For a contrary* 
Reafon the King was unwilling to let the People into, 
the Detail of this Affair. But his Party was not 
ilrong enough to prevent it ; and from that Time 
the Votes of the Commons have continued to be prin- 
ted, to the great Advantage and Profit ot the 
Speaker, 

In the fecond Place a Motion was mad^ to en- 
quire into the Mifcarriage of the Bill for the Repeal 
of the A£l of the 35th of Elizabetby how it came to be 
flipt over in the late Parliament, and hot prefented 
for the Royal AfTent ? ^^icb^ faid the Mover, / look 
Upon as a Breach of the ConJiiiuHon of the Government 
But the further Debate of this Matter was adjourned 
to the next Day. 

In the third Place a Motion was made to bring 
in a Bill %o exclude the Duke of Tork from the Sue- 
ceffion. Secretary Jenkins yfz.tm\y oppofed it, be- 
caufe, as he laid, the King had given his Voteagainfl: 
it. But he was anfwered that the King had. as ftrong- 
ly declarecj, that he would never depart from hi3 
Declaration for Liberty of Confcience s notwithftand- 
ing upon Reafons given him by the Houfe he had, 
revoked it. Thou^ the Debates upon this. Subject 
wer« very warAi, the Houfe came to \Mzi Temper, 
as to 4&rep, that in order to pay the Kinjg alT the Re* 
fpcft that might be^ they would fet a-part a Time t^ 
confider of Expedients, and accordingly they appoint* 
td^^aturda'i the 26th fpr the Debate of themi 

^ ''*^'!' tJs,; '' fourthly, 
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l68p.|. Fourthly, They examined the Affair of Fttz-Har^ 
ris^ and his Libel, and thought the Matter fo full of 
Knar jry aad Subtilty, and of that Confequcncc to 
the Publick, that they rcfolvcd to impeach the faid 
• FtiZ'Harris of High-Treafon, that the Bottom of chig 
Myftcry might be fccn into, and the Artifices of the 
Court be laid open, Secretary Jenkins^ the King's 
Friend in that FJoufe, was ordered to carry up the 
Jmpeaqhment to the Houfe of Lords. He refufcd at 
firft, but being threatened by the Houfe, he Ht laft 
complied. At the fame Time it was ordered, that 
Sir fVilliam H^aller (hould have . the Thanks of the 
{f oufe for having arretted JHtz^Harris. 
i<*i. The 26th q{ Marcb^ tfie Day fixed for examining 
l^pl^^Xi ^^^ Expedients which fliould be piopofed to prevent 
KJ^^o'f the ExcluJtQn'Billj a Paper was read ip the Hoofc, of 
fi^^^W* which this is the Subtta|ice ^. 

iRnp$dUnu ^* I. Thsit the Duke of Tork be banifhed, during 
ffof§ftd u his Life, five Hqndred Miles from England^ Scoh 
T^thUl^{f ** ^^^» fijfid Ireland^ and the Pomihions and Terri- 
'sifllftli. " tories to them belonging. ^ 2, That the wht>lc Go- 
f.« vernment, bothEcciefuftical and Civil, ftrall up-* 
<« on the Demife of the King, bfc vetted jn a Regent, 
^* for fvjch Time as the Duke of J(ork fhill furvive, 
<» 3. That the Regent be the Princefs of Orangey and 
♦^ In Cafe of her Deceafe without Iffue, 6r with If- 
^f fue. in Minority, then the Lady yf-v». 4, That if 
" the Puke have a Son educated a Proteftahi^ then 
f* the faid Princeffes refpeftively, (hall fucceed in 
*> the Regency, during the Minority of fuph Son, 
*« iand no longer. 5. That^the Recent do nominate 
f^ the Prjyy-Council, and th^y t6 be, tit tov to be 
*;« approved bjf. parliament, as Aiall bp judged fafeft, 
f| upoR dire^iing the drawing up of this intended -/f/7. 
♦' 6, That notwithttanding theft Kingdoms ( out of 
f^ Refpieft t9, fl|e Rojral patftilyijndMpnar^hy it felf j 

* ft H to be obfenred, that Ithe Dake and bis Party declared 



BooJ: XXni. 25.. C H A R L £ S 11. 29$ 

" may be goycrncd by the fard "Regent, / in the Name i6St. 
^\ and Style of James. t\it Second, 6fr. yet it fliall b« 
*« made Capital for any to take up Arni? on his Be- 
*' half, or by his Commiflion^ not f^ncd by the faid 
** Regent, or grjui ted by lawful Authority derived] 
** from, and under fuch Regent ; or to maintain an. 
** Opinion, that the Retaining the faid Name and 
*« Style, (hall in this Cafe purge the DifabiJities im- 
*' pofed by this AS^ or elude the Force thereof 
** 7. That Commiflioners be forthwith fent to the 
" Princefs oi Orange^ to take thc^ir Oaths, That they 
*^ will take upon them the Execution of this A3^ and 
" that their Oaths be here recorded. 8. That all 
** Officers, Civil and Military, forthwith take Oaths 
*' to obferve this A£f^ froojTime to Time, as in the 
** A£i for, the 2^^, 9. Tha,t his Majefty would gra-p 
*' cioufly declare t9 call a Parliament uxScotlandj in . 
^' Order to paffing the like A£l there, and recom-r 
*^ mending the fame, and the like to be done in Ire-. 
«* landf if thought neceffary. 10. That in Cafe the 
•* faid Duke fhall come into any of thefe Kingdoms, - 
♦* then fliall he be ipfofaSlo e)[:cluded, and (hall fuf- 
•^ fer as in the former J?/// 1 and the Sovereignty 
'« fliall be foi-thwith invefted iny the Regent, upon 
^* fuch hw coming into any of tliefe Kingdoms. 1 1. 
*^ That all confiderabie\P^;>i;?j be baniflaed by Name. 
♦* 12. That all their fraudulerit Conveyances be de- 
" feated,. 13. That their Children be educated in the 
♦' PrJ/if/?^/?/. Religion."' 

The tlpufe was fo little difpofed to accept the Ex».^*/*^'^* 
pedients offered to prevent the Escclufion-Bili^ that 
they foifnd in them, how rigorous foever they were a- 
gainft the Duke, more Difficulties than in the Bill it- 
felfi "Wherefore after divers fruitlefs Debates, allow- 
ed only for Form-fake, the Houfe refolved to adhere 
to the j8i7/ of Exclufion which had ^one through the 
Commonsiiie laft Parliament, and this Bill was Ordered 
tfi be brought m the Mi^/ii^j following. 

Va The 
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1681. From this Time the King, as long as he li?ed^ 
^** ^^^ governed not only without a Parliament, but with 
lir^ir/Afi- abfolute Power. As foon as he faw himfclf out of 
ly. the Reach of the Parliament, he pulled off the Mask 

of Diffimulation, and let the \Vorld fee that the Pfl- 
pijb Plot, the Profecution whereof he had recom- 
mended fo often, and fb earneftly, to the Parlia- 
ment, appeared now to him a meer Chimera, or. at 
lead not near fo Dangerous as he would have had it 
believed. The four Lords Prifoners in the "J^ower^ 
whom he would once have facrificed to the Parlia* 
ment, now appeared Innocent, to him. But wha( 
was ftill more remarkable, even to the End of this 
Reign, was, that the King grew as Cruel and Bloody 
^8 he had hitherto appeared Gentle and Merciful, 
^nd* that as foon as he had the Powe^ in his Hao4^ 
he let his Enemies . feel the moft terrible Effe^fts of 
his Vengeance. In a .Word» he made it clearly ap- 
pear by his Condudt, that he was entirely in the Prin- 
ciplfs of Defpotick Power, and had only diffembled 
his Sentiments in his Speeches to his Parliament, be- 
cause he judged fuch Diffimulation proper to conduft 
him to the great End proppfec) to himfclf from the 
firft Years of hjs Reign, 

The Reader muft heeds be.aftonifhed to fee a King 
who had received fo many Mortifications froip his 
Parliaments, who had been fo often obliged to com- 
ply, and pretend himfelf to be what he never wa$ •, 
to fee him, I fay, on a fudden bccoipe abfolute Maf- 
tcr of his Kingdom, without Fleet,, without Army, 
without Foreign A fliftance, without Money, buttha^ 
of his ordinary Revenue ; after fuch Iqng and un- 
fiiccefsful Labour, to accompliih his Defi^ns. |t is 
'therefore abfolutely neceflary tQ open the Springs of 
fo furprizing a Revolution, 
^H^r^*^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ before that bf the Artifices of the 
^heKing^ Court, ancj thp.peculiar Propcnfion of mzny En^liffti 
into tbi men^ the Kingdoo) was divided into two Fa£liooS| 
M^Jjfh^^ called Whigs and ?orw. This Divifion wasfomente^ 
^Xir with fuch Diligence by th? g<Jur| »n4 lh« /^^j^-Ptf- 
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ty, that at laft it became exceeding great* To' ren- i68i» 
fkr the two Partiea irreconciieable, it was infinuatcd 
to the EpfcopalianSj of whom the Majority were 
SVi^j, that both Church and Monarchy were Jn Dan* 

Sir, aad that the Scene was again opening which had 
oujghton the Troubles oiFortyone: That the PrjT- 
hytmans under Colour of providing fdr the Preferva- 
tion of Liberty, had only in view the Deftru&ion of 
the Church of Englandy and the IntroduAion of Pref- 
bjieriani/in ; in order to which they were purfuing the 
fani^ Meafures that they had taken in 1640, and the 
following Years, by underminir.g the Foundations of 
Monarchy, the moree^afily to pull down the Church* 
Thefe In&iuations had the greater Efiaft, as what 
had once happened, and whereof the Memory was 
ftill frefh, might happen again ; and I do not know 
whether it can be juftly doubted, that fome of the 
Presbyterians had fuch a Thing in View. This was 
enough to awaken the old Animofities between the 
Church of En^andy and Presbyierianifm. The Epif- 
fopaUans terrified with the Profpef): of falling into 
the fame State, out of w^hich they had been almoft 
miraculoufly delivered, looked on the Eftablilhmient 
of Popery^ with which they were alarmed, as a di(^ 
tant and uncertain Evil, and that of Presbykrianifm 
as certain and prefenr. It is' even very probable, 
that many of them, whofe Paffions were heated> 
thought Popery the lefs Evil of ehe two. In this 
Belief they threw themfclyes as it were defperately 
into the CourtrParty, notxpnfidering that the Duke 
of Tork^ whofe Caufc they efpoufcd, was no bettet 
afFcfted to them than ta the Presbyterians. It wa$ 
die EfFe(5l of Paffion which made them forget the In* 
tercft of the Proteftant Re%ion, that they might ncrtp 
fee themfelves onpe more under the Presbyterian Yoke; 
On the other Hand, the^threclaft Parliaments, com* 
pofed, as ] pbferved, of Men wellafFeftcd ,to Prefix 
Pj^eriajfijm^ proceeded pot wtsh Caution enough, but 
(lifcovered too haftUy or tb0 openly ^their Defigna 
m\^ B»g«l*19 l^eligion^ Wy tb*J 4hcy ^e the 
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1681. Court-Party a fair Opportunity of uniting diemfcivcs 
with the Epifcopalians^ and of joining together the 
Intercft of Religion and the Monarchy. From this 
Time the Tories were fo mtcU pleafcd with this Union, 
that they would never leave off feparating thefe two 
Interefts, but once under the Reign of James II, 
when there was no longer a Poffibility of keeping 
them united, without overturning at once the efta- 
blifhed Government and Religion. The JVbigs on 
their Side, having fince perceived what Advantaged 
the Tories made of this Union, fcem to have leflened 
their Pretenfions with regard to Religion, contenting 
themfelves with procuring the Pr^%/m^j. a barcLi- 
• berty of Confcience. But the Tories not trufting to 
this Moderation look upon it as only a Snare ai^ an 
Artifice to feparate the Intcrefts of Religion from 
thofc of the State •, for in this Union the Strength of 
the 7<?ry- Party wholly confflls.. I have digrcffcd 
perhaps a little too far from my Subjed, in Ipeaking 
of thefe two Parties, with regard to what had hap* 

gjnfcd ?inct the Reign of Charles 11. But I hope the 
eader will not be difpleafcd with this general Idea 
of them. I i-eturn now to the Tranfadions of this 
Reign after the Diflfolution of the Oxford-^^rW^mtnt 
The Protefiants being thus divided, and the Court 
having di^awn the Church. of England into their Pirty, 
that of the Tories was now compofed of all the rigid 
Epifcopalians^ who bore a mortal Hatted to the Pref* 
byterians^ of all the Paptfis^ and of all thofe to whom 
all Religions were indifferent, and had no other Views 
hut thqfe of raifing their Fortunes by the Court. Ic 
may be affirmed, that England never had: more of the 
latter fort than in this Reign, tBe King labouring to 
mcreafe tii^r Number, whether from his own Incli- 
nation, or becaufi; h^ depeodttd^on fucb as hils firmeft 
Friends. . The ^TOig-Party . confided of all the Pref- 
hyteriansj laftd of fomei Menobcrs of the.. Church of 
£»g/Wj whof were m<*c\attachcd to the Jntercfts of 
the State, add nhe Proi$fi$nt:Rt^igion b general than 
fo thauq/ theiCburijh^jff En^hitf4 ia particular/ B"^ 



Book XXllI. 26; C H A R L E S 11. 301 

the City of London was the grcatcft Strength of this i^8i- 
Party, as the Magiftratcs Were entirely devoted to 
it. Things Handing thus, the King was of Opinion 
that he Ihould run no gresKt Hazard in diflblving the 
O^^r^-Parliament, reckoning that he had a Party 
in the Kingdom ftrong enough to refift and even 
fobdue his Enemies when they ihould be no longer 
fupportcd with the Authority of the Parliament* 
Mean while, to gi^e no Alarm to t^e Nation by a ^ 2)#r/4- 
too hafty Difcovcry of his Schemes for futMre Govern- '^f '''^» ^/' 
mcnt, he contented himfelf at prefent with publifhing fol^^tmf 
a D^aration, containing his Reafons for diflblving^ioi /!^ 
the two laft Parliaments. I (hall not infert this De- fw$ Uji 
claratioR here, becaufe every Reader who remembers ^^''''*- 
what has been faid, will eafily comprehend wherein *''*^'" 
the King's Complaints lay. I fhall content my felf 
with faying in a Word, that the King fuppofed as 
undeniable, that he had no other Aim than the Good 
of his People, and that the Houfe of Commons aftua- 
ted by a Spirit of Cabal and Sedition, only fought 
to (hake the Foundations of Monarchy, and invefl 
themfelves with Arbitrary Power, by all their Pro- 
ceedings, which he largely fet forth. He pofitively 
declared that no Irregularities in Parliaments (hould 
ever make him out of Love with them ; that he was 
rcfolved to have frequent Parliaments, and to ufe 
his utmoil Endeavours to extirpate Popery both in 
and out of Parliament. 

Several Libels appeared as well againft the DifTo* HM* 
lution of the^arliament, as againft the Declaration. 
It was faid upon the firft, that though the King pre- 
tended that he diflblved the Parliament on account 
of the Votes paffed the fame Day in an Affair of 
Fitz^Harris^ neverthelefs the Dutchefs of Mazarine 
had publifhed the News at St. Jameses many Hours 
before it was done. As to the Declaration it was faid 
to be /ull of Nullities and Irregularities, was of 
French Ektraft, and had feveral manifeft Gallicifms 
in it, particularly thatExpreflion, Thai it was a Mai* 
ter extremely fenfible tousy a Form of Speech peculiar 

2 to 
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168 1, to the French^ and unknown to uif Other Natiorfi 

But the King gave licck he^ to fuch Kindi of Li« 

bcls •. 

tUttirinr After the Declaration had been publifhed and read 

^ddfiffts, in Churches *< by the King*9 Order, Addrefles floired 

^ in from all PartSf approving the Diffoluftion of the 

Parliament and in general thcf King's whole Conduft< 

Not content with thanking the King, thefe Addreflb 

l^ere even filled with Invectives agamft the Houfeof 

Commons. One of thefe Addrei&s ^* being prefented 

at the Kin^S'Bencb as a publick Libel b^ the Grand 

jfury of MidMefeXf the Court took no nonce of it^ We 

mav eafily judge who they were that prefented theft 

Aadi'efles, by what has bieen fiid before^ They be 

came fo much in Fa(hion, that the meaneft Sorroughi 

or Communities feared the Refentment of the Cornt^ 

/sv&urg^ if they negleAcd to addrefs:^ The King feccifdl 

% rw«v- them all very gracioufly, and diftinguifhed theBrlngf 

9dSy the gfg ^ijjj particular Marks of Favour. Bufc as fome 

^*'^^' of the other Party were willing to velituf e the pre 

' fenting Addrefles in a contrary Stile, the Kii^ either 

refufed or received them with evident Tokens of h» 

Difpleafurc. Sorne of the London Aldermen and 

Common-Council prcfenting an agreeable Addrefs^ 

modlf were received very kindly < But the Lord-Mayor* 

courages Recorder, and fome others of the Common^Council 

^nyoihif. waiting on him at ff^tndfor^ wi^ one in a difiercnC 

Strain, 

• The Anfwer to the King's DjeclJifatioil,r cntitHlcd, A jff s^ 
fnodeft vindication of th$ Proceodiffgs of the tw^ Ufl Psrliamm^i 
Yiis wrote with great Spirit and true Judgement. It was atfirS 
penned by Sydney i but a new Draught was made by Somorj, and 
Correded by Jones. BOrnct, p. 500. 

*i When this Declaration paft in Couacil, the Afchbifljop of 

Canterbury moved that an Order (hould be added to it, reqairiDg 

the Clergy to publilli it in all the Churches of EngUnd. This w« 

looked upon as a moft pernicious Precedent, by which the Clifp 

^wcrc made the Heralds to puUith the King's Dedarttions, whid 

''In fome Inflances might come to be not only indecent but mil'' 

chicvoas. Burnet^ f. ^00 

*a That from Mermiko which ran the highcft for the Pfet*!! 

, gative. 

4 
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Strain, were denied Admittance, sind ordered to at- i68u 
tend the Council, where they received a Reprimand 
ftom the Lord-Chancellor. It is pretended nevcrthc- 
lc6, that thefe Lo'jal jiidrejfes^ as they were called, 
exprefied the Sentiments of the People in general, 
though they came but from one of the Parties. But 
what forms the ftrongeft Prefumption that the Kihg 
himfeU depended but little upon the People, not- 
withftaoding thefe numerous Addrefles on which fo 
much Strefs was laid, is, that he never after durft 
call a Parliament to the Conclufion of his Reign. A 
furc Sign that he feared the Eleftions would not 
prove favourable to him. For if thefe AddreQcs had 
expreflcd the Senfe of the People in general, what, 
could have hindered the King from calling a Parlia- 
ment, which to judge from thefe Addrefles muft 
have been devoted to him. 

The King was not fatisfied with difcouraging thofe 
who would have prefented difagreeaWe Addrefles to 
him, but moreover filenced and imprifoned the News 
Writers which were not of his Party, while others had 
Liberty to publilh daily Inve&ives againfl: the Whigs 
and the former Parliaments. 

Shortly after the DifTolution of the Parliament, PromotU 
the King made the Duke of Ricbmondy his Son by *»^ -«' 
the Ducchefs of Portfmoulh, Knight of the Garter at ^^•'''• 
nine Years of Age. Laurence Hyde Efq; was created 
Vifcount Hyde of Kennelworth^ and Lord- Chancellor 
Finch Earl of Noitingbam. 

"Notwithftanding the Vote of the Commons on the Fiti-Har- 
account of Fitz-Harrisy he was indifted of High- ris /W^^ 
Trcafon at the Kin^sBencb Bar, trycd, condemned, *»^'**^ 
and-exccuted. It is pretended that he confefled to ^^^' ' 
die Chaplain of the Tower, that there was a Defign 
laid by the Proteftant^Yzxiy to feize the Perfon of the 
King, and imprifon him till he had complied with 
all that ihould be defired of him, and that he gave a 
very large Account. Others pretend that this Con- 
fcffion was forged, or only made to favc his owjf 
Life. Indeed it is noc eafy to imagine that fo many 

Proteftanti. 
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iMi. pHteftanti engaged in this Plot, as it is pretended^ 
vrould conttnunicate their Defigns to an Irijb Papifi. 
Nor is it Icfs difficult to conceive for what Rcafon^ 
his Execution ^as haftened^ as might have fefved for 
an Evidence in this Plot, - about which thele was na 
farther Inquiry. 
jimdOM- The fame Day that Ftlz^Harris wis executed^ 
ver Plim- Oliver Plunkei the Popijh titulaf Primate of IreUndi 
■*^ fufFcred the fame Punifttmcnt for a Confpifacy car- 
ried on by h?mf with the Court of trance^ for aji In* 
furreftion in Ireland. Sonne pretend that he was con* 
demned unjuft}y, and upon ralfe Evidence. I do not 
know what there is in it, but from this Tune forward 
no Agreement is to be e^^pedtled anfongfl: the Hifto^ 
rians in the relation of the fame Faifts. They always 
add fome Things of their own with Additions, which 
plainly difcovers the Party they cfpoufe. / 
Th9 fiarl Thus much is certain, that the King delayed not 
#/ shafts- ]oftg his Vengs«ncc upon fome of thofe who fcad 
^^/u *^" againft him. The Ear> of Sbaftsbury was fent 
Tower, ^o ^he Tower the Beginning of July. He was from 
this time called the Protejiant Earl^ in Derifion of his 
having appeared more zealous than any other Loid 
in fupport of the Proteflant Intircft, and from hence 
\ it may be ealiiy judged to )l(rhom he was indebted 
Mnd 9- for this Name. The fame E%y the King fent to the 
th$n. ^ower fome Perfons of a much inferiour Rank, as 
F^oufe^ HaynSy JVbite^ and one Colledge a Joyner of 
London^ who had diftinguifhed his Zeal for the Whigu 
while that Party had the Proteftion of the Parlia- 
ment. He was likewife hick-named the Proteftant- 
Jojner^ the Word Protejiant being thus with ridicule 
applied to all thofe who M^ere moft againft the Kii^ 
ThtGrMwd and the Papijls. The ParSzans of the Court on tbe 

£f*ry $t other Hand pretend, that the WbiggiJttV^iTXy in JUn- 
ondon ^^j^ perceiving that the Cowt intended^ to take R^ 
wVmt. ' vengc uDon their Enemies, had found "a "Way, wiA 
fi^ntt. the Afliftance of Cornijh zxA Bethel^ Sheriffs of Jm- 
Von^ and zealous IVhigs^ to pack Grartd- Juries entirely 
at their Devotion, fo that in order to baffle all the 

Efforts 
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Efforts of the Court, thcfe Juries were to retbrn '^8j. 
Ignoramus upon all ifl/7/i -brought againft any of the- 
Party, therefore ' they had the Name o? Ignoramus. 
But we are not to require any Proofs qf this faille 
Suppofition. The Hiftorians of the Court-Party 
content thcmfclves with affirrning, as a Thing put of 
all doubt, that;: the Grand-Jury of J^oMon was rc- 
folvcd to return Ignoramus upon all Bills rgaihft 
their Friends ; and we muft take their word for it, 
though fupported^ it feems, only by the Rumours 
fpread among thofe of their own JParty. 
> However this be, the Court began their Revenge Colledge 
with CoUedge the Joiner^ and fpr chat Purpofe a Bill '»^j^^''^ 'f 
of Indidmerjt of High-Trcafon againft him was de- xrLhn, 
livcred to the Grand- Jury of London, who, not find- Atimsitd. 
ing it fupported with fufficienc Proofs, threw it but 
with an Ignoramus. This caufed an univerfal Joy In 
London^ and was looked upon as a Sort of Triumph. 
But the Court was refolved not to be baffled, and to 
have their Revenge upon CoUedge at any rare. For this Removed 
purpofe, on prctenceofcertainwordsfaid tobefpoken '^^^^^^• 
by CoUedge at Oxford^ he was ordered to be removecl 
thither, and to be tried and condemned there. 'But 
not 10 naifs their Aim, as they had done at London^ 
the Court fent their Council before-hand, who (hut- 
ting themfclves up with th^ Grand-Jury, fuffcred 
them not to ftir till th«y had affured theim that they 
would find the BilL This is at leafta Fad which has 
been often obje^ed,- and publickly and openly main- 
tained^ without having been denied. Be this as it TryU^ ] 
will, CoUedge was carried to Oxford^ and tried at the 
Affizes there upon the Evidence of Dugdale and Tur^ 
lervUhj who had. been the Witneffes in the Tryal of 
the Lord Stafford. It i§ not poflible to read the Par- 
ticulars, of this TryaJ,. the -Partiality of the Judges, 
of whom J^fferys* was one, and the Depofiuons of 

f ' ■ , . 

^ Jffi'^y^ was then a Serjeant, and one of the King's Council. 
The-ludges were Chief Juftice ^erth, lAMcQ jornt, juftice Kay^ 
inond, and Juftvce Uvinz,. 

Vol. XIV. % t)» 



3o6 The Hiftt^ o/'.En gland. Vol XlV^ 

*^8i. the Witncffes, without difcovcring a fettled Defign 
for the Ruin of this Man, who was condemned and 
executed as a Tray tor. He died, protefting his Inno- 
cence and Ignorance of any Plot but that of the P^ 
fifts^ The Paflion of the Codrt againft this Man 
broke out with fuch Evidence, that he was confidered 
as the firft Martyr for the Protejtant Caufe. The 
Writers, even the moft devoted to the Court, dare 
not charge him with pofirive Guilt. They content 
themfelves with leaving the Matter uncertain, but not 
before they have ufed their Endeavours in an artful 
Rcciul, to infinuate into their Readers a Belief that 
he was not innocent. 
Ottcs The fame Day that Colledge was executed. Dr. 

^^^^w^^ 0^/^i was by Order of Council turned out oiWhiU- 
2all Z?^//, with a Prohibition to come within the Verge of 

the Council-Chamber. Indeed he was no longer 
wanted, at a time when not only the Popijh Plot in 
general was ridiculed, but a Dcfign was formed of 
taking Revenge upon all who had been moft zealous 
to fupport the Belief of it, and of afferting thenew 
Proteftant Plot. 
New The time for elefting Sheriffs being come, Til 

sbtrrffj kingtott and Sbule, both fVhigSy were chofen in the 
J*^/ Room of Bethel and Cornijhy which were very difagree- 
Mayer, able to the Court. But on Michaelmas-Day they had 
the Satisfaction to fee Sir John Moor an Addrejfcu 
chofen Lord-Mayor. 

At the Scflions held at London^ Roufe^ one of thofc 
fent to the ^ower by the King, was charged with 
High-Treafon, and the Bill found Ignoramus. 
TheLctd The Earl of Shafisbury met with the like Treat- 
shafts- ment. The King was paflionately defirous to be rc- 
bury'i Bill yenged of this Lord^ who had hardly fhown him any 
not found, j^^g^j.^ fQj. fome time paft. To this end he granted a 
•fpecial Commiffion of Oj/^fr and Terminer to all the 
Judges of the Kingdom, to fit with the Lord- Mayor ' 
Nov. 24. and Aldermen at the Old-Bailey^ on theEarFs Tryal. 
Eight WitneOes were heard againft him, who depofcd 
upon Oath a great many things from his own Mouth, 
I which 
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which difcovercd pernicious Dcfigns againft the King's »^8i. 
Pcrfon. J But the greateft Crime objeftrf againft him 
was, the Draught of an J/fociation found in his Study 
againft the Enemies of the King, of the Proteftant 
Religion, and of their Country. But notwithftand- ^* ^^j^^ 
ing all the Hopes the Court had entertained of being ^{J^^l^^^ 
rid of this pnemy, the Grand- Jury, confifting of^i^if^,^/ 
One and Twenty of the principal Citizens of Lon- 
iofij confidering that Paper containing the AJfociation 
Was only a Copy writ by another Hand than that of 
the Earl of Shaftsburj^ and obferving fome confide- 
rable Improbabilities in the Depofitions of the Wit- 
ncfles, found no fufficient Ground for the 5/7/, and 
returned \t Ignoramus. Immediately the whole City! GrM^7«^. 
teftified their Joy for the Delivery 6f the Earl ofl 
Sbafisbury by Bonfires in all the StreetSj^^ and^othef 1 
Marks of Satisfaction, and the Witneflcs teaihft him 1 
were in great Danger of being torn in pieces by the I 
Mob. 

Before we clofe this Year, fomething ought to be Afairs 0/ 
faid of the Tranfaftions in Scotland^ where the Duke SgotUnd.^ 
of Tork^ in quality of Lord High-Commiffioner , 
had opened the Parliament the 28th of July. This 
Parliament, very difFerent from the two laft held in 
England, took a quite contrary Courfe, and pafled 
fundry fuch A3s as the King defired. 

By the firft, they acknowledged that the Crown of -^^' '» 
"Scotland had, by inherent Right, by the Nature of-^^^^-^ 
Monarchy, by the fundamental and unalterable Laws snd K^y-. 
of the Kingdom, always devolved upon the next in -»^9- 
ISlood by Llneat Succeffion^ and that no Difference in 
Religion^ no Law, no A6t of Parliament could alter 
or diveft the Right of Succeffion and Lineal De(cent 
of the Crown to the neareft and lawful Heirs. This 
Aft made it High-Treafon either by Word or Writing 
to endeavour to fufpend, alter, or divert the Right 
of Succeflidn. 

By the fecond A^, all former haws for the Security of ^^ o«'* 
Ihe Protefiant Religion were ratified, as it was prefently i^t'(*^ 

Vol. XrV, ?: 2 frofejfed 
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1681. frofejfed in that Realm : by which all the Lawi made 
by James I, tbarles I; and Charles II, againft Po- 
pery^ were cdnfirmed. To this ji£i was annexed a 
Tejt and Oath to be taken by all OfficerJ tk Church 
and State*. This Oath was drawn u|^ in fuch a 
Manner, that it impofed a NeCcflity of cither Swear- 
ing againft Confcience, o£ of being in a Mariner cut 
off from the Society of Men. Wherefore it was rc- 
fufed by the Majority of the Miniftcrs, and a great 
Number of the Laky; But this was what the Con- 
trivers of the Oath wanted, in order to have Oppor- 
tunity to perfetutcand dcftroy thofe, whoi it was 
forcfeeh , woull obftruft the Defigns of the Court; 
ScoUand was almoft reduced to Slavery with regard to 
the Government. Nothing more was wanting to fi- 
4ii(h its Rifin, but the Introduftion of the Popjb 
JRcligion 1 and the Oath lately impofed was to cffcft 
this, by putting the greateft Enemies of Popery out 
th^ Edrl of a Capacity to oppofe this Defigri. Jrcbibald 
4fhTgy\Q Campbell Earl of ^rgyle^ Son of him who was be- 
ti/ttfisti. headed at Edinburgh^ was one of the Refufcrs of thii 
Oath, unlefs he might talce it with a Referve pf his own 
Explanation *'. But this would not be allowed him 
by the Duke of Tor k. Indeed thefc Ambiguities had 
purpofely been inferted to keep the rigid Presbyteri- 
ans from taking it. At laft he was arretted, irii- 
h imfri' prifoned and profecuted according to the La:ws oi 
/r*ri' Mnd ^^^ Country. His Prolccution was not only for rc- 
w/»- filing the Oath, but for having difluaded others frort 
md. ' taking it, and for this new kind of Trealbn he was coi> 
demned to lofe his Head. It is pretended that the 
King would have pardoned him ; but this is only Con* 
Makfs bis jedlure. However, finding a favourable Opportuni^ 



* And by i\\ that (hould be capable of eIe<3iDg, or being eledd 
Membcrs'of Parliament. • . - 

♦1 See the Cafe of the Earl of jirf^ylt in relation to lH« Td 
or Oath impofed by the iicouh Parliament, p. 151, &c. of SiM$ 

Xracts, Vol, 11. . 
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for his Efcape, he got out of the Cafllc of Edinbo- x^^i. 
Tougb^ and withdrew into Holland. ^ 

It is clear from what has been faid before^ that the »<58f-2. 
greateft Part of the ^%-Party conftfted either of ^^'^JT'"^ 
profeflcd Presbyterians^ or of Men inclined th^t way, proftcmidi. 
though they made an outward Profeflion of Religion 
as eftabliflied in the Church of England^ That is to 
fay, the Times of Jatnesrl^ ^nd Charles I, were rcr 
turned, when every Man who was not of the Court- 
Party and a furious Tory, was a Presbyterian^^ The 
Ring finding his Authority fufficiently eftabliflied af- 
fer the Diflblutiop of the 0^/(?ri- Parliament^ refolved 
,to give the finifliing Stroke to the Ruin of his Ene- 
piiea the W^igSy and confequently of the Presbyieru 
^ns. To this End he ordered that the Non-conformifts 
fcould be profecutcd with ^11 Rigour, and thereby 
cam© to be known the Reafoh of conveying away \n 
the Houfe of Lords the Bill to repeal |he J5l of the 
35th of Elizabeth y at the very time that it was going 
|o pafs into a Law. For if this Bill had not been 
jhus ftolko, ftQ Advantage could have been taken a-! 

* Whien thjc Ttfi was in Debate, Ar^^U fpoke xealoufly againft 

Se Oaufe, whereby all the Royal Family were excepted out ol 
He faid, the only Danger we could apprehend as to Poptry was» 
If the Royal Family ibould happen to be perverted : therefore he 
liought it was better to have no Ad at all than fuch a Claufe in 
For this Rcafon, when he came to explain himfelf concerning 
taking the Tefi in his own Senfe, his Words Wcrp conftrucd 
a Defaming and ^ Spreadipg of Lies of the Proceedings of 
irliament, which was capital. Accordingly he was tried and con- 
pen^ned. No Sentence, fays Bui^net, in our Age, was more uni^ 
Irerfally aied out upon than this. All fpoke of it, and the Duke 

Eho drove it; on, with Horrour. AH that was faid to leffen the 
orrour was, that Duke Uudtrdalf had reftored.the Family with 
iich an extended Jwifdiflion, that he was really the Mafter of 
HI the Highlands, This, as the Duke wrote to tht: Kings was all 
19 intended by it, as Lord HdH/ax affur<;d. Burnet. Though % 
Pcrfon of Quality, whon^ Lord ^r^iy/# nievcr named; aflSrmed to^ 
^m, on his Honour, tjtiat he heard! one i^ great Favour fay to the 
puke. The Thing mud be done, and that it would be cafier to fa- 
^y the Kfbg. about it after it was done, thatt, to obtain his*Leave 
ht doing it. -^ For which rcafon iiOxi.Areylg ma^ebis £fc^pc oit 
Mtbe CafikiA aDifguifc. ' ' ' ^ * 
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.»<8^ gainft the Presbyterians. This Order of the King's 
occafioned a violent Perfecutiort againft the Diffen- 
ters. Since the Diflblution of the ;||tflf Parliament, 
all the Magiftrates, Judges, JuftitliJs of the Peace, 
Governours, and Lord-Lieutenantiliiad been changed, 
and the moft violent Tories pat in their Places. It 
^ may eafily be imagined with what Joy and Zeal thcfe 
Men took upon them to execute the Laws againft the! 
Presbyterians^ which had been fufpended for fomc 
Years. The Clergy of the Church of England ii\^ 
guiftied themfelves fignally by their Devotion to the 
^pafiviO' Principles and Maxims of the Court The Pulpfe 
Miine9 every where refounded with the Doftrine of Paffiu- 
whvt Obedience and Non-Rejiftancey which was now univcr- 
fnschtd fally parried to the lame extravagant Height as had 
^f' been done only by a Few in the Reign of Cbarksi 

The Clergy fccmed to make it their Bufinefs to fur^ 
render up to the King all the Liberties and Proper- 
ties of the Subjeft, and to leave them nothing for 
their Share but an unlimited Obedience. According 
to the Principles which they publickly preached, «( 
Eajiern Monarch was more abfolute than the King 
of England. This Doftrine was fupportcd in ^ 
Courts of Juftice by all the Judges and Lawyers to 
the utmofl: of their Power. This opened the Way « 
infinite Petitions and Addrefles, in all which tte 
jljfociation and the Principles from which it flowedj 
were detefted with the greateft Abhorrence. Thi 
Aflbciattoh which had raifed fo great a Perfccutifli 
againft the Diflentcrs, was after all a mere Chiraciij 
and had no other Proof but the Pajjer found in ^ 
Earl of Sbaftjburfs Clofct, without its being fo mad 
as known whether it was an Original Draught,^ 
only a Copy. But any One's Thinking of affociatii< 
the Subjefts againft the King, was fufficient Groun^ 
according to the then Current Principles, to cha^ 
'the whole PFhi^-Party as guilty of the greateft CrirtI 
imaginable. I fhall not tranfcribe thefe Addre^ 
It fufHces to fay in a Word, that they fuppof^di 
King of England as abfolute as it is poflibk CQ i^^ 
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Thus the furious Tories^ who then prevailed in all the i68[-2. 
Corporations, not fatisfied with perfecuting the Pnf" 
h)tertanSj puihed their Zeal ft ill farther, by making 
the King an Arbitrary and abfolutc Monarch, as if 
no other Expedient could fave the Church of Eng" 
land frdm the Attempts of the Presbyterians. 

The Duke of Tork returned from Scotland about Th Duk$ 
the Beginning of March j and was received by^the •/^^''^ 
King with all poffiblc Signs of .Affeftion. At the^''*'"'- 
fame Time came a Letter to the King from Scotland^ 
%ncd by feven Bifliops, full of the Duke of Tork^s 
Praifes, and of the Happinefs which the Church of 
Scotland enjoyed under his Adminiftration. So that it 
was not the Fault of thefc Prelates, that the Duke, 
though the moft zealous Bigot to the Popjb Religion, 
Was not refpefted as the Principal Support and Pro- 
tcftor of the Proteftant Church, 

After two Month's Stay in England^ the Duke went 1682. 
back to Scotland to bring up his Family. He went 9^^^ ^^^k 
fhither by Sea ; but by an unexpcfted Accident, his J^^j ^^^^j 
iShip, though the Weather was fair, ftruck upon the run! 1^ 
pand, and in a very little Time had above feven Foot grMDan-^^ 
of Water in the Hold. This obliged him to put ofF^*^' 
» his Pjnnace, with as many of the beft Pci:f6ns as it 
pfrould hold, and to fave himfelf on Board the Mary 
iJTatcht. It is pretended that he himfelf named the 
Pcrfons whom he would have in the Boat with him, 
ind that fome Pricfts and Jejuits were preferred to 
fevcral Perfons of Quality who were unfortunately 
ifowned, with one Hundred and Thirty Seamen, the 
fcip finking foon after the Duke put off. But I will 
hot vouch for the Truth of this, and it is perhaps 
linly a Report fprcad by his Enemies *• The Duke 

X 4 . made 



'* Burmt fays, the Dake sot into a Boat/and took care of hit 
logs^and fomc uoknowa Perfons, who were taken, from that 
iiroeft Care of his, to be his Pricfts. The Long«Boat went off 
ki^h very few in. her, though (he might have carried off above 
^hty more than ihe did, f. 523. What makes this Account pro- 
lUe in the main» is that the foUowing Perfons periflbed with the 
' . ■ icll* 
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1682. made but a fliort Stay in Scotlani. He returned a 

^"r// *^^ ^^y^ ^^^^^ ^*^^ England'^ where he continued the 

EngUnJ, Reft of this Reign with great Influence upon the Af- 

-wktn b$ fairs of the Court, and Counfcis of the King his 

grow.viry gfothcr. To this Influence ts afcribed generally the Ri- 

t^wifjh . gQy,. with which the King treated his Eneniies tlic 

rcjmaining Part of his Reign. ' On this Octafion s 

Srory is told* of the King, that feeing himfelf one 

Day importuned by the Duke to an Undertaking 

^hich hp thought too. full of Danger Br^lber, 

faid he, / am r^folved never to travel again ; you mn'} 
do jo tf you pleafe, ;' 

jAmphUu Though the Support of the Court and of the Ma- 
4^^"^'^' gift'rates, gave the 5n?ry- Party all Adv^antage, the 
£#«ir/. pf/'lrfig^ however were not diflieartened, being in hopes 
of bringing about fome Revolution, by d^ily repre- 
fenting to the People, the Danger they were in from 
the Courti Pamphlets upon this Subjcft were num- 
berlefs, .and every Day gave Birth to new ones, ci- 
ther to attack or defend. ..That .which made the 
greateft Noife was. The Life of Julian the ApofiaU^ in 
liyhich a Parallel was drawn between that Prince and 
the Duke, of Jbr^./.The Neceffry. of the Exclujm 
was there laid open^ and the Do^rine of 'Pajftve Ok^ 
dience a.n^ -. Norir^ReJiJtance \ exploded <as :; MaBomeM 
This Book did on|y irritate the Patrons 6( P4ftveOk' 
dience, ] /iThey Jook Occafipn fronri thence' to carry the 
DotStrinefo high, that when in the Reign bfJamesW^ 
lleflriftioris became neccflaryi they knew not howta 
go abqux it;;. and many even perfifted in fupporting- 
tihis Dodrine, rather than own they had been in the: 
wrong, to caj-ry it tofuch a Height. ...1 . •• 
jt RmMfh s To make- a:{)pear that it was i t the Time Jam 
mpiifn -thi ;. fpeaking'. of, that the Doftrinc of Paffive Ohedkncti^ 
fffJlL ^^^y ^f ^^^ *^ ^^^^> ^^ '^^^^ ^^^ greateft Flight, we! 

0i4unm . .; , .:. ... :..:-; ■. .^^^ .. j ,;.-'.. . I ha^! 

teft, the Earl of R9xi*rot$^h, tl^ Lord Olryan^ Ac Laird of Hi^ 
t}n^ SilJpffpb jDoi$iUfi^^%\^^ D.iV» Brother W. 

Law. jhc Diib. fays Burmt, took no notice of lhi% cruel I^*. 
I^dl, which was'laijd chicft/ tjo Xf/s .Charge. " - 
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. have only, to rcflcft that the fecond Parliament of this ^681/ 
Rcign^ though compofed for the mod Fart of rigid 
Church of England^Mm devoted entirely to the King, ^ 
after having by -^^ eftablifhed fuch Principles as led 
j^aturally to Pajftve Obedience^ made no Scruple to ftop . 
Ihort when they faw the Court making ufc of their 
Compliances to introduce an Arbitrary Government. 
This Ihows that their Intention was not to eftablifli 
fuch A Government. But in 1682, the Time I am 
fpeakingof, thefe Principles were not only preached 
but pradtifed, and the King was thanked in publick 
and folemn Addreflcs, for having eftablifhed an ab^ 
folute Government. The Pulpits rang with P^^w 
Obedience Dodrine, which was enforced from the 
pofitive Declarations of God, and all the Magfftratcs 
emuloufly drove to reduce this Dotftrine to Prafticei 
"t^it Whigs on their Part in their Attacks of thefe 
ftrange Opinions, threw themfclves into the other 
Extreme, and this gave their Enemies Room to ac- 
cufe them as the Subverters of Monarchy. In (horr, 
a Kind of an Infatuation had feized the Kingdom, and 
each Party inftead of coming to any Temper, furi- 
6ufly embraced whatever was moft contrary to the 
6ther. '' ' 

» The Animofity againft the TVbigs- was carried to GriMtRag0 
that Exccfs, thatev^n in the Adminiftration of Juf- ^z^tnllthB 
tice, the Judges forgot common Decency. The* Earl ^*'i'- 
oi SbaftsbuT'jhdLYin^ brought an Adlion of Scandalum 
Magnatum, againft one Mr. Cradock^ the Defendant's 
Council alledged, ** That there was no Probability 
•' of a fair Tryal by a London-Jury^ by reafon that 
^ the Earl was of the Skinner's Company, of which 
" Sheriff : Pi/^i^^/<9» was Mafter, and that therefore 
*' the Jury ought to be taken from fome other Place.** 
The Court 'of King's- Bench found this Exception fo 
jjuftV tjhat' it was ordered, " That unlefs the Earl 
** would confcnt to try his Caufe by a Country-7»ry, 
** it fliould not be tried in London.^* I know not 
whether any fuch Exception had ever been known or 
adautted befort. I*arty-Rage appeared in all pri- 
i J i.,. .,. .•,....;. . : ' . 4' ^ . ... ■ vate 
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.i68xi vate Affairs, fo that Judgements were formed not 
according to the -Rig*/, but the Princij>les of the 
Parties, 
' TbiMsfPr Though the PFhigs were kept under in all other 
Vfis^t/ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Kingdom, yet they ftill preferved their 
l2ndon Superiority in London^ and had almoft all the Magi- 
$U^4d by ftrates on their Side -, but they were not long fufFer- 
th9 infit- ed to enjoy this Advantage. Moor, the Lord-Mayor, 
'cluri. ^ * who had been one of the Abborrers^ and was in the 
Intercfts of the Court, ftarted great Difficulties upon 
the Eleftion of the Sheriffs, and afterwards upon that 
of the Mayor, who was to fucceed him 5 and, fup- 
ported by the Privy-Council, prevailed, partly by 
Force, and partly by Confent, to havt new Sheriffs, 
Jht Eart and a new Mayor elefted of the King's Party. This 
^shafti- >vas aViftory for the Court, and the Earl of Sbaflf 
tZis'^t'd ^^^y ^'^^^ ^^ fenfible of it. that feeing himfelf depri- 
HoUand. ved of the Succour of the City of London^ he avoid- 
ed the Storm, which was gathering agaihft him by a 
timely Retreat into Holland. It was remarkied.of this 
Earl, that he faw himfelf obliged to fly to the Pro- 
teftion of a Republick, to whom when he was Chan- 
cellor, and one of the Cabal^ he had applied that 
Saying of Cato^ Velenda eft Carthago — He enjoyed 
his Retirement but a fhort Time, and died fix Weeks 
after.his Arrival in Holland. 
'AT>ifsgn The Court having got a Mayor and Sheriffs of 
AgAlnft London at theii* Devotion, fuffercd not the Oppor- 
^ndoth^r ^^^^^7 ^^ ^^ ^^^» ^^^ Came to a Refolution, which 
Corpora- the Compliance of the Magiftrates infpired them with, 
thns. of refuming the Charter of London^ and afterwards 
of all other Corporations in the Kingdom. But this 
DeCgn was not executed until the next Year. 

In the mean Time the Lord-Mayor and the She- 
riffs of London^ were very aftive againft the Presby- 
terianSy and executed the Laws with great Severity. 
And to recommend themfelves the more tothe Court, 
they prevented the burning of the Pope, as had been 
cuftomary on the 1 7th of November *• 
-• TU 

• Queen Bliz^hth's Day, 
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The Duke of Tork laying hold of fo favourable ..^.^^** 
in Opportunity, brought his Adlion againft the latc^^^Jtoit 
ShtriS PHiingtonfor thefe Words, fpokenby the De- ivord$ff^^ 
fendant, "Ibe Duke of York has fired the City^ and is k^n a- 
now come id cut our Throats. The Jury found for the ^'•^ *^ 
Duke, and gave him One Hundred Thoufand Pounds York. 
Damages : To fuch Height was Party^Rage carried. 

Before we finifli the Events of this Year 1682, 
which was diftinguiflied with nothing memorable, ex- 
cept the Profperity of the Court and the Tories^ the 
Downfall of the IVbigs^ and the Perfecution of the 
Presbyterians I I fhall relate fome other Things which 
happened this Year. 

Firft, The Murder of Mr. Tbynne^ almoft in the ^r. 
Heart of the City, by Count Coningstnarky for which ^^^5f*j 
his Footman was hanged. As this is a private Affair ^^^ 
in which the Publick has no Concern, I fhall fay no 
more of it. 

This Year the King received two extraordinary AmiMjIiisi 
Ambaflies, one from the King of Fez and Morocco^ 
the other from the King of Bantam in the Ifle of 
Java. 

This Year died Prince Rupert Count Palatine ofJ>$4ibf; 
the Rbine^ who has been fo often mentioned in the 
foregoing Reign, 63 Years of Age : The Duke of 
Lautberaale^ aeneage Fincb Earl of Nottingham and 
Lord High-Chancellor, an4 the Earl of Shaftsbury. 

On the other Hand, the King created feveral Peers, Pfmak 
amongft the refl, the Duke of OrwW, zxilrijh Duke, •^s* 
was promoted to the fame Dignity in England. 

Laftly, The Earl of Sunderland was reflored to the 
Office of Secretary, upon the Rcfignation of the Earl 
gf Conway. 

The King having had no extraordinary Supplies i68i«3: 
froni his Parliament for fome Years, it w ould be afto- 
nifhing that he could at once have become fo good 
ian CEconomift, as to live upon his ordinary Reve- 
nues, if it had not afterwards appeared, that he had Th$ ri«if 
contrafted a great many Debts, and by this Means '*"!' '• 
fupplied in Part ;hc Want of the Aids of Money ; ^*'' 

which. 
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i68>-3. which, on one Pretence 6r other, he had ufed ta 

draw from his Parliament. The Court went on in 

their old Way without any Appearance of a Defign 

to ufe their new Power for railing Money upon the 

Subjed.' It may feem ftrange that the Kiqg, in his 

prefcnt 'Situation, did not fummon a Parliament as 

well to repeal what had been done againfl: him, by 

the preceeding Ones, as to get a Supply of Money. 

Pretences could not be wanting. 'This vjras not the. 

^eaftm Difficulty he lay "under. But it ftemed that the Mul- 

vhichhin- trtude of Addrcfles, which'ftill continued to flow in, 

d$rtdtht gave him no fufficient Ground^ to confide in tlie Af- 

Sf r ^^^^^" ^? ^^^ People, and' that he was ftiH afraid of 

FmtIU' trufting . to Eleftions. Indeed thefe Addrefles cam,e 

■»»;. but from one Party, and the King well knew that it 

was poffible for him to receive fuch from all the 

Corporations in England^ without any Incouragemcnt 

for all that, to rely on the general AfFcdbions^^ of hi$ 

Subjefts. But as Foreigners njay not underftaiid 

this,. I fliall explain the Matter in fey?;' Words. ' 

England IS almoft all divided into Comnriu/iities 
called Corporations, which have each of them Privi- 
Jedges obtained from Princes on certjaia Conditions. 
There is hardly a Town of any Figure, which has 
not its Magiilrates and hzwsjLS 2l Corporation. The 
Mayor or Head of the Corporation, the Aldermen, 
the Recorder, and other principal Officers if^eledted 
either by the whole Corporation,^ Of a certain Number 
of Citizens. It is eafy therefore to" apprehend that 
the prevailing Party may, without Difficulty >'' form' 
a Common-Council of their own Principles, arid it is 
this Common-Council "wh^ichi manages th(e Addrefles of-' 
Fered to the King in theT^ame of the whole Comma:- 
, nity or Corporation. In which ever of the Parties, 
the Superiority, in thq Common-Council lies, it is fuf* 
ficient for that Party to draw up an Add^efe, and^ 
then make ufe of the- I^ame&'of the whole Corpora- 
tion, though all the reft af^e, of a, contrary Sentiment. 
But a different Way of proceeding is madeufe of in^ 
Eleftions of Members to fcrve in^arKaineht. Here 
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Jcvery Burgefs^ 'ivery Freeholder has a Right to give 16813. 
his Vote, and confcquently it may very well be, that 
Members, may be returned, who are not in the Prin- 
ciples of the Magiftratfes and- Common-Council. This 
Confideratidn probably prevented the King's calling 
a new Parliament, for fear he might not find his Ac- 
count in it. For the fame Voters who had returned 
the two laft Parliaments, would have fent up a Third, 
which was very unpromifing to the Interefts of the 
Court. The Court therefore came to a Rcfolution of 
refuminjg all Charters and Grants to Corporations^ and 
to grant new ones drawn up in fuch Forms, that it 
was in' a Manner left to the King to name Reprcfen- • 
tatives. It may be affirmed, that there was no rcaf 
tiier or more effeftual Way to invade at once the 
Liberties of the Nation, and bring the Parliament 
itfelf to approve of the fame. 

; Until eveiy Thing (hould be in a Readinefs for the Thi Kmi 
Execution of this Dcfign, or fome favourable Occa- f^^' '* 
fion offer, the King refolved to take the Divcrfions of JJ^^kct 
New^Marketi He had fcarcely been there fix Days 
when a Fire broke out in the Town, with fuch Vio- ^ Fif# 
lence that he was obliged to return to London fome *^^^'^ ^** 
Days fooner than he defigned. It was pretended af- \\ Lon* 
tcrwards that, during his Stay there, a Plot was laid doD^ 
againfl: his Life, which was to be executed at Nev)- 
Market y and that the Blow was prevented by the 
ludden Return of the King, occafioned by this Fire. 
TThis Accident was afterwards afcribed to a particu- 
br Providence watching over the Kif>g*s Perfon in 
this Time of Danger. 

• The Kirigdefigning a Revenge opon the late Ma- 168 j. 
giftracy of Lo;/^^/?, which had all along oppofed him ^^'^J''^^ 
for fome Years, iflued out aCommiffion for the Try- fJ^,J%[\ 
al of the Rioters at the Eledion of Sheriffs the laft r/W. 
Year 5 this, in the Commiffion, was called a riotous 
and unlawful Jffemblyj and reprcienced in Coldurs as 
odious as a Thing of fuch little Moment could ad^ 
init of— Fourteen Aldermen and fubftantial Citi- 
zen:, 
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1683* wark (hould be capable ofy or admitted to the Exer- 
ipife of their rcfpcdive Offices, before his Majefty 
Ihould have approved them under his Sign Manual 

2. That if his Majefty flipuld difoj)proyc the 
Choice of any JPerfon to be Lofd-Mayor, (^c. th§ 
Citizens ^fliould^ with)n one Week, ' proceed to a 
new Choice : And if his Majefty^ihould inlik^imaiv 
fter difapprove the fccond Choice, his Majcfty 
fliould, if he pleafed, nominate aPerfon to be Lord- 
Mayor for the. enfuing Year. » 

3.*-The fame with Regard to the Sheriffs. ; 

4. The Lord- May or and Court of Aldermen might 
alfo, with the Leave of his Majcfty, difplace any 
Alderman, kecordcr, ^c. 

.. 5. 'Upon the Elcdion of an Alderman, it the 
Court of Aldermen , (hould jiidge and declare the 
Perfon prefented to be unfits the H^ard ihould chufe 
again -, and upon a Difapproval of a fecond Choice, 
the Court rnight appoint another in his roocn^ i 

6. The Juftices . of the Peace were to be 4)y the 
King's Commiffion ; and the fettling of thefe Mat^ 
ters to be left to his Majefty*s Attorney and Solliei- 
tor-General, and Council learned in the Law. 

By thefe Articles the King, it is evident,^ was ab- 

folute Matter of the City ; and by thus reftoringio 

Charter^ he efFcdtually deprived it of its chiefcft Pri- 

vilcdgcs. .- ; .. 

Thi City Two Days after the Common-Council met, and 

aectpts carried it for a Submiflion to the King by a Majority 

them. ^f Eighteen Voices. The Hiftorians of the King's 

Party handle this Affair very (lightly > pretending 

that the City was juftly punifhed for its great Prove* 

cations given to the King of late Years. But as the 

Cohdudt of the King and Court, which gave occa- 

fion to thefe Provocations is not takep Notice. 

of by them, fo the _ whole Blame fells upon the 

City. 
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We are at laft come to the Proteftant Plot^ that is to . 1683. 
fay, a Plot pretended to be carried on by Protejlants J^^ ^^7^' 
agaioft the King and the Duke of Tork. But as natu- p/^^^ 
rally, it is fomething hard to conceive how the Term 
Plot can be properly applied, in a Prvtejiant Country^ 
ro Defigns of Protejlants againft Papijis^ and as fome 
Men love to remove the Idea of the King and Duke 
of TorV^ being Papifls^ they have rather chofe to give 
to this Plot, the Name of the Rye^Uoufe-Pht, from 
a Houfe * fo called, in the Road to New-market^ 
where it is pretended, the Confpirators had projefted 
to kill the King and Duke. I muft not conceal that 
as the foregoing Confpiracy called the Popf/b Plot was 
then, and is ftill, looked on by the Partrzans of the 
Court as aFiftion 5 This had the fame Fate amongfl: 
thofe who were, or ftill are of the contrary Party. 
We are therefore to be very much upon our Guard, 
when we read the Hiftory of this Confpiracy, fince 
Hiftoi^ians are entirely divided, one rcprefenting as 
falfe, what another aflerts as true. Would they con- 
tent themfelves with a Recital of bare Fafts, and on- 
ly advance fuch as can^ be proved, and omit others 
which cannot, and let us know what Fads are or are 
not doubtful, the Reader might be able to form fome 
Judgement. But their Accounts are artfully labour- 
ed to pre-poffefs the Reader. A.Thoufand Things 
are infinuatcd which have no Foundation but in their 
Syftem. The WitnelTes are either Knaves or honeft 
Men, as is moft convenient for them. The Confpi- 
racy in their Recitals is fuppofed true or falfe at Plea- 
fure. Numbers of Circumftances are inferted tofervc 
their Purpofe, without the leaft Proof or Authority 
oflTered in fuppbrt of them* So that the Reader, who 
aims only at Truth, finds himfelf at a lofs, it bet- 
ing impoffible to enter into a particular Examinati- / 
on of lo many oppofite Things : Impartial Readers 

* Eye-Hcufi lies within two Miles of Tl0dfdofi\nHartford(hiri^ 
and was tb;n inhabited by Ricksrd RumboU 

Vol. XIV. Y content 
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1683. content themfelves with leaving the Matter unde* 
cided, becaufe they fee no Proofs ftrong enough to 
'determine their Aflent cither way. Others preju- 
diced in Favour oi one or other of the Parties, or 
through Laztnefs or Indifference, go blindly into the 
Sentiments of their Hiftorian, or as groundlefsly re^ 
jcft them. 

To avoid therefore as much as in me lies the com* 
mitting the Faults which I condemn, I ihall fupprefs 
all Infmuations of the Hiftorians of both Parties, and 
confine my felf to the Depofitions and Defences of 
the accufed Perfons, without giving one Circumftance 
which is not owned on both Sides. 

This Year, on the 12th of June^ Jofias Keeli% 
made a Difcovery of the Confpiracy, whether real 
or pretended, to the Lord Dartmouth^ and Mr. Se- 
cretary JetAittS^ and before them aiade open Confef- 
(ion of the whole Matter, and fubfcribed his Depofi* 
tions; But confidering that his fii^e Intelligence 
was not fufficient, he prevailed u^nGoodenougb chat 
his Brother John Keeling might be admitted into the 
next Meeting of the Confpiracors, This was done, 
and thereupon both the Brothers gave in their joinc 
Teftimony upon Oath on the 14th of June. 

It is to be obferved, that this Circumftancc of the 
Admiffion of John Keeling into the Secrets of the Plot, 
fuppofes manifeftly that there was one. According- 
ly it is only produced by thofe Hiftorians who be* 
lieve the Reality of the Plot. 

In the fecond Place, the Difcovery of the Plot b^ 
ing made by Jofias Keeling the izth of June^ and the 
Depofition of the two Brothers being given in the 
14th, it follows, that according to the firft Suppofi- 
tion, John Keelifjg had no mol-c than one Day to 
make himfelf acquainted with the Secrets of this 
Plot. . 

According to Keeling^s Dcpofition the Plot con- 
fitted of three Articles- i. The Confpirators defign- 
ed to fecure the King's Guards; but how this was 
to be executed is not fufEciently clear j then to block 

. up 
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up or befiegc FTbUeball, and kite the Pcrfons of the ^^^i* 
King and Duke ofTork^ 2. To aflaffinate the King 
and jthe Duke in a hollow Way near the Rye-Houfe^ 
in their Return from New-markeL 3, To caufe a 
Rifing in London^ and other Places of the Kingdom, 
fiut Keeling depofed only againft Perfons of mean 
Rank and Figure. 

Upon this Depofition, the King publillied a Pro- 
clamation for apprehending Colonel John Ramfeyp 
Richard Rumbald Maltfter, Richard Nelfon Efqj Ed-^ 
wardff^ade Gent. Richard Goodenough Gent. Captain 
Walcot^ iViUiam Thompfojij James Barton^ and fVilli-^ 
am Hone 5 for any of which a Hundred Pounds was 
offered to the Difcovercr. Upon this Proclamation 
Colonel Ramfey furrendcred himfcif the next Day ^ 
and being examined before Mr. Secretary Jenkins^ he 
confeiTed all he knew ) which Confeflion was next 
Day confirmed by two others, Mr. IVeft^ and Mr* 
Sbeppard : So that on the 28th of June there came 
out a fecond Proclamation, for the apprehending 
James Duke of Monmouth^ Ford Lord Grey^ Sir 
Thomas Armftrong Knight, and Robert Fergufon. We 
are told. That when the Warrants were delivered to 
Legal tne Meffcnger, to feize Fergufon with the reft 
of the Offenders, Mr. Secretary Jenkins gave Legat a 
ftridt Command not to take him, but to ihun him 
whcre-ever he met him. Shortly after the Lord 
Howard of Efcrick came in •, and upon his Informa- 
tion, Warrants for High-Treafon were iflued out a- ^ 
gainft the Earl pf EJfex^ the Lord Rupl^ and others, 
who were taken up accordingly. 

This Difcovcry brought Addreffes from all Parts Minf^u 
to congratulate the King* The Ambafladors of fo- 
reign Princes paid the fame Compliment, and the 
King of France offered Five Hundred Piftoles for the 
Apprehenfion of Monmouth^ Grey^ Armftro^g^ and 
Fergufon. 

The Prifoners were not fuffered to lie long in Pri- ^a^cotV 
fon. Wdlcot was firft brought to his Tryal the 12th ^''^'^'' 
of 7if/y, and againft him. 

Vol. XIV. Y ^ Ramfey 
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X683. Ramfey firft fwore, " That the Prifoners came to 

Ramfcy'i cc ^^^.^ Chamber, where the Deponent was prcfent, 

'• " when a Lift was brought of the Aflaffines, and 

*^ agreed to join with them, intending to command 

* -^» a Party to charge the Guards ; That he under- 

/ ** took to go and view Rumbald's Houfe, and bought 

*• a Horfe for that Purpofe : That he was prefent 

** at the dividing London into Twenty Parts, in or- 

** der to an Inlurreftion ; and at the Confult for 

" buying of Arms after the Difappointment at the 

*• Rye-Houfe : That he was at the Meeting for car- 

** rying on the Confpiracy on ^bur/day before the 

*' Difcovery ; and that after it, they met at Captain 

*• Tracy^s, Walcot*% own Lodging, the Deponent be- 

** ing prefent.*' 

KcdingV, Keeling depofed, " That JValcot was at the Tray- 
«* ter6us Affembly^ at the Salutation-Tavern^- where 
** the Deponent was called Gulick^ and a Health 
" drunk to the Englijh Gulick •, fFeft declaring that 
<< Gulick in Dutch vfzs Keeling in Englijh , adding, be 
'• hoped to fee Keeling at the Head of as good an Jrmj 
" at ViTapping, as they heard one Gulick was then at 
« Cologn.** 

BoamV. Bourn {wore^ " Th^it fFalcot u(cd to come to F^- 
** gufon^ when he lodged at his Houfe ; and that he 
** and feveral others met at the Dragon on Snow-Hill^ 
*< and often at other Places, in order to raife Men, 
** and divide the City into Twenty Parts, for fecu- 
** ring the King and the Duke : That almoft every 
•• Time they met, at leaft three Times^ the Prifo- 
** ner at the Bar was there : That he was at the laft 
** Meeting at ^racy\ where they debated ofjianding , 
*« with Sword in Handy and of killing Keeling for ma- 
" king the Difcovery** 

^tSL's. mft teftified, *« That the Prifoner, upon the E- 

** ledlion of the London Sheriffs^ asked him. Will tbt 
^ «< People do nothing to fecifre themfelves ? And ac» 
•« quainted him with the Infurreftion then defigncd 
" within ihree Weeks or a Month : That the Earl 
♦♦ of Sbaftsbury was ia the Dcfign, and had engaged 
I «^ the 
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" the Prifoner : That he had an Expeftation of be- 1^83. 

" ing a Colonel of Horfe ; asking the Deponent, 

" IVhetber be would have any Command under bim ? 

" That upon his Refufal, he defired him to lend 

•* him a Suit of Silk Armour : That the faid Jf^akot 

" told him of feveral Defigns to attack . the King 

" and the Duke : That in the Bufinefs of the Rje- 

** Houfe^ he undertook to command the Party that 

"was to fet on the Guards." 

Befides thefe Witnefles, there was a Letter pro- Walcot V 
duced, under Walcot^s own Hand, to Mr. Secretary ^tttr fr^*. ^^ 
JenkinSj in which he faid, ** That he was ready to ^*'''^' 
" difcover to his Majcfty all that he knew in Eng-^ 
" landy Scotland^ and Ireland^ which might be fome- 
" thing more than the firft Difcoverer could acquaint 
" him with, efpecially as to Ireland : That his In- 
*' timacy with a ScoUb Miniftcr, through whofe Hands 
" much of the Bufinefs paffed, occafioned his know- 
** ing very much, 6?^." 

Walcof^ Defence confifted, Firft, of a plain De- WalcotV 
itial of having any Hand in the Affaflination ; fay- !>'/»»'«* 
ing, " He knew well enough, if he had undertaken 
*M:o charge the Guards, while others killed the 
** King, he was equally guilty with thofe that kill- 
** cd him ; but that he was fick of the Gout during 
" the Meetings, while the King was at New-market** 
To this Tf^eji replied, " That he remembred it very 
*' well, by a good Token, that the Prifoner himfelf 
" faid. He was afraid wben tbe ^me came^ be Jhould 
" not he able to draw on bis Boots. *^ Walcot added, 
" That he came accidentally to their Meetings only 
" to hear News. That what he had promifed ta 
" difcover, he had only heard from Fergufon. ** In m h ton- 
Conclufion, thej^rji brought him ingiiilty of High- demmd. 
Trcafon. 

Thofc who think this Plot was only an Artifice of ^ Km^tk 
the Court to dcftroy their chief Enemies, have re- *?*» '^« , 
marked, that the Depofitions of the Witnefles a- ^7^" 
gainft J^akot^ and the other pretended Cpnfpirators,, 

Y 3 go 



3 26 The Hiftory ofV. n g l a n d. Vol. XIV. 

i68j. go upon Suppofition that there was a real Plot to 
feize the King's Guards, aflaffinate him and the 
Duke of Tork^ and make an Infurreftion \ and upon 
a previous Narrative of this pretended Confpiracy, 
fuppofed to be undeniable, to which the fevcral De* 
pofitions were adjuftcd, before the Reality of thcDe- 
fjgn was proved. 
In the fecond Place they fay, that the Parts of 
^ thefe Depofitions hang not well together : For by 

them the Confpirators mull have had two Defigns, 
*' one to fecure the Perfon of the King for/ his Confcnt 

to their Propofals, the other to aflaffinate him \ De- 
figns which cannot poffibly fubfift together. 

The contrary Party to this, reply. That it being 

? roved by the Depofitions of the WitneflTes, that the 
erfons accufed had affifted at fuch and fuch Meet' 
ings, where the King's Aflafpnation was the Subjeft 
of the Difcourfc, and other Things talked of rela- 
ting to the Dcfign, the Suppofition was proved with 
fufficient Clearnefs. 
3>y*' «/ I (hall take no Notice of the Tryals of Perfons of 
Ra^r^ infcriour Diftinftion, but confine my felf to that jf 
^ ' the Lord Rufel Son to the Earl of Bedford. This Lord 
being one againft whom thie Court was moft in- 
cenfcd, becaufe it was he who had propofed the£x- 
clufion-Bill in the Houfe of Commons^ and carried it 
up to the Houfe of Lords. He was brought to his 
Tryal the 12th of July at the Old-Bailey j before 
Eight Judges. He was very urgent for one Day 
^ longer for his Tryal, becaufe he had WitneflTes that 
might come before Night, but he was over-ruled. 
He then urged to have his Tryal deferred to the 
Afternoon, byt with no better Succefs. Three Wjt- 
neflcs depofed againfl: him. Colonel Ramfey the Evi^ 
dence againfl: IValcof^ Mr. Sbeppard^ and the Lord 
. Howard o( ^fcrick, 

RamftyV 'i. The Colonel depofed, " That in the End of 

l>0fofi,it,h. C4 Offober, or in the Beginning of November 1682, 

*' there -mec at Mr. Sbe£^^rd*§ Ho\xk in M-churd^ 

*^ Lane^ 
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" Lanej the Duke of Monmouth^ the Lord Gre'jj i^H* 
•* the Lord Rujfel the Prifoner, Sir Thomas Arm- 
" ftrong^ and Robert fergufon : That the Earl of 
" Sbafiibury^ d'efired him co go to them thither, to 
*' know what Refolution wa» taken about the Ri- 
" fing at "Taunton ; that he did go, and Mr, Sbep- 
" pard carried him up where they were, and he de- 
** livered his MelH^e. That the Anfwerwas, Mr. 
" Trenchard had failed them ; and there could be no 
*• more done in the Matter ^ at that Time : That there 
•' was at the fame Time aDifcourfe by all the Com- 
•* pany, about feeing what Pofture the Guards were 
** in, that they might know how to furprize them : 
" That fome of them undertook to go and fee : 
•' That the Lord Rujfel in particular did fpeak a- 
** bout the Rifing, and gave his Con/en t to it.** 

2. Mr. Sbepfard teftified, « That in OSober laft, Shcp- 
« Fergufon requefted of him, in the Duke of Mon^ JJjlJ^f'' 
*' moutb*s Name, the Conveniency of his Houfe, for ' 
" the Meeting of fome Perfons of Quality 5 and 
** that the fame Day in the Evening, the Duke of 
" Monmouth^ the Lord Grej^ the Lord Rujfel^ Sir 
*' Thomas Armjirong^ and Fergufon came ; that they 
" defired to be private^ and none of his Servants to , 
" come up : That their Difcourfe was how to fur- 
** prize the Guards : That the Duke of Monmouth^ 
" the Lord Gr^y, and Sir Thomas Armjlrongy went 
" one Night to the Mews to view them : That the 
•* next Time they came, Armjirong faid» the Guards 
•* were remifs, and the Thing was feafible : That 
^^ they had two Meetings of this kind at his Houfe ; 
" that in one of them fpmething was read by Fergu^ 
*• fon in the Nature of a Declaration^ fetting forth 
*' the Grievances of the Nation in order to a Rifing : 
■^ That he could not pofuivcly fay, that the Lord 
^^ Rujfel was there when it was read 5 but the faid 
•' Lord, the Prifoner, was there when they difcour* 
" fed of feizin^ the Guards." 

Next the Lord Howard began his Teftimony, xj^ i^^i 
wich^ a long Story about the Plot in general, which Howard'/ 

y 4 fccmcd x>'^^w*- 
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1^83. fecmcd to be deligned only, to «xafperate the ^wrj ; 

after ^which he depofcd to this EfFcft : ** That after 

*« the" Earl of SbafHburfs Flight, the chief. Perfons 

** concerned in the Confpiracy, in his Time, began 

*> to confider, they had gone fo far, that it would be 

" unfafe. for them to make a Retreat; and that in 

•* fo great an Affair, confiding of fo many Particu- 

•' lars, which, was to be managed with fo much 

*' Nicencfs, it would be neceffary to have fome fe- 

** left Council ; and that therefore they refolved to 

** ereft a Cabal among themfelves, which ufually 

*' confided of fix Perfons, the Duke of Monmouth^ | 

^* the Earl of EJfex^ the Lord Rujfel, Colonel Sid- \ 

** iy<?y, Mr. Hambden ]unior^ and the Deponent ; and 

•',. this was about the middle of January laft. They 

•* met at Mr. Hambderi^s Houfe, where it was pre- 

* •^.fently agreed, their proper Province was to take 

' '*V Care of the Infurreftion : That the chief Things 

*' they debated were. Whether that Infurre£lion Jhouli 

•< begin jirji in London or the Country \ then, what 

•' Counties and Towns were fittefi^ and moft ready for 

<* A£lion \ then, what- Arms were to be got ^ and bow 

*' to be difpofed\ then, that .it was necejfary to have a 

*' common Bank of Twenty-five^ or Thirty Tboufand 

" Pounds^ to anfwer the Otcafions of fuch m. Under- 

*' taking ; but that the greateft: Point was to order it 

** y&, as to draw i« Scotland into, a Confent with them\ 

:•* becaufeiit was requifice that all Kinds of Diver- 

;*' fion fliould be given to the King's Forces. That 

:*.f about ten Days after, every one of the fame Perfons 

.^' met again at th^ Lord i2/(^/*s Houfe : That they 

" then came to a Refolution of fending fome Perfons 

** to the Earl of Argyle^ to fettle the Correfpondence 

" with him, andjhat.a MeflVnger (hould be difpatch- 

*' ed into Scotland to invite fome Scotch-Mtvi jiither ; 

l\ who beft underftood the State of Smhnd \ to give 

•^^an Account of. it : That' the Perfons. determined 

** to be fent for were S\x Jshn Cockram^ ; the.Lord 

«' Mehily and one of^th'e Name of Campbel : That 

•^ CoIoncL*J/i»(?(y'Was incruft^ tottakc Caredf ^Mcfr 

. Y ^ " fengerj 



•^ 
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" fcnger 5 and he told the Deponent, he had fent 1683. 

** Jaron Smith ; then they agreed not to meet again 

" till the Return of the Meflenger, who was gone 

** about a Month before they heard any Thing of 

*« him : That all this Debate at the Lord Rujel's 

«' went without Con trad i6t ion, alt there prefent giving 

" tbeir Confent : That as for raifing of Money, eve- 

" ry one was put to think of fuch a Way, that Mo- 

" ney might be collefted without giving Caufe of 

" Jealouly. That after all this, the Deponent met 

" no more with them 5 but when he returned out of I 

** the Country, he was informed that yiaron Smith 

" was come back, and that Sir John Cockram was al- 

** fo come to Town." 

To all this the Lord Rujfel made Anfwer, " That 
" he could not but think himfelf mighty unfortu- 
" nate to ftand charged with fo high a Crime, and 
** that intermixed with horrid Praftices and Speeches 
" of other People, while the King's Council took all 
" Advantages to heighten Things againft him. That ' 
** he was no Lawyer, and a very unready Speaker, 
** and altogether a Stranger to Things of this Na- 
" ture : That he was fenfible he was not fo provi- 
** ded to make his Defence, as otherwife he lliould 
" do, but he thought the Gentlemen of the Jury 
" were Men of Confcience, that valued innocent 
" Blood, and hoped they would confider the Wit- 
" fieffes, that they fwore to fave their own Lives : 
" That Uie two Times they met, was upon no form- 
*' cd Deugn, only to talk of News and Things in 
** general : That the Lord Howard hsLvingz. voluble 
*' Tongue, they delighted to hear him Difcourfe : 
*' That he knew of no fuch Council as fix chofen, 
" for who ihould chufe them ? As to Colonel 
" Ramfey, He was notprioudy known to have been 
" highly obliged to the King and the Duke i aad ic 
'* Was ftrange he fliould be capable of fuch aDefign 
*' as to murder the King : That the Time was e^ 
** lapfcd by the 13th of the King, whicTi limits Pro- 
o fecution to fix Months : Neither was the Defign 
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1683. " of levying War, Trcafon, unlcfs it appeared by 
>* fome OverUAEiy Ahd asking iipon what Statute 
he was indlAed, he was told, «* The Statute of the 
*' 25th of Edward the Tbird,'^ Upon which he in- 
fifted upon a Matter of Law, and particularly, 
** That the Bufinefs at Mr. Sbeppard^s Houfe was 
" fworn to only by one Witncfs. " To which he 
was anfwcred, •* That if there were one Witnefs of 
*' one Aft of Trcafon, another of a Second, and a- 
** nother of a Third, that nanifcfted the fame Trea- 
** fon, it was fufficient." 

For a further Defence of his Lordfhip, there ap- 
peared for him the Duke of Somerfet^ the Earl of 
Anglefe-j^ Mr. Edward Howard^ the Lord Cavendifb^ 
the Lord Clifford^ Doftor Ttlhtfon^ Doftor Burnet^ 
Doftor Co^y Doftor FUz-tVilliams^ Mr. Lutton Gcre^ 
and Mr. Spencer. Some of thefe teftified that the 
Lord Howard^ before he was taken, declared, •* He 
*^ believed the Lord Rujfel Innocent, and knew no- 
** thing againft him.*^ Others fpoke to his L^rd- 
ihip's private Charafter, and declared his great Wofth 
and Probity, his virtuous and fober Life, and confc- 
quently the Improbability of his being thus ingaged. 
But this was turned againft him by the King's Coun- 
cil, who faid, that there could not be any more dan- 
gerous Enemies to a State, than fuch as come fober 
to endeavour its Dcftruftion. 

As to what concerned the Lord Howard*^ faying 
he believed the Prifoncr Innocent, it was anfwcred 
by that Lord himfelf, who conftffcd, *' He had faid 
•* fo, being then himfelf not accufed, fo that he in- 
•* tended to outface the Thing both for himfelf and 
" the Party ; but now, his Duty to God, the King, 
*• and his Country required it, he muft fay the 
** Truth ; and that though the Council of Six were 
•* not chofcn by any Community, yet they did crcft 
** themfelvcs by mutual Agreement one with another 
*• into that Society.'* 

In 
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In Conclufion, the 7«ry brought him in Guilty of 1683. 
High-Treafon *. This Sentence was confidered by ^* ^^ ^«»- 
all who had any Senfe of Shame left, as thf moft ^^'"'^''• 
crying Injuftice that ever had been known in Eng- 

• land. For the Lord Rvjfel was condemned for Words 
' fpoken in his Prefence, which in England was never 
' underftood to be Treafon. The Lord Howard loft 
' his Reputation for being an Inftrument of this In- 
^ juftice, to that Degree, that he was looked on with 
'' Horrour by honeft Men, who avoided the Company 

whenever he came in, as afliamcd or afraid to be 

• feen with him. Some fay, that he had made his 
i Peace with the King a little before, by the Media- 
^ tion of the Dutchefs of Portfmoutb^ and by an En- 
[ gagement to fcrve as a Witnefs againft the pretended 

Confpirators. 
2 But that which was believed to have very much rt# Harl 

• influenced the Jur'j to bring in the Lord Rujfel guil- */Eflcx 
' ty, was, that in the very Time of his Tryal, thc-^^^^^^^ 

i Earl of EJfex Prifoner in the "Tower was found dead Throat'lm 
' in his Chamber, with his Throat cut frorn Ear to »» ^** 
t Ear with a Razor. This News was immediately "^^^wcr. 
f brought to the Old-Bailey^ and communicated^to the 
1 Judges, and Council, who from thence took Occafi- 
[ on to infinuatc to the Jury the Reality of the Plot, 
i fince the Earl of EJfex rather chofe to lay violent 

Hands on bimfelf than to ftand a Tryal. 
i Though the Coroner's Inqueft, after an Examina- «# rijix 
' tion of the dead Body, found the Earl Felo de fe^ this ^»^'^ 

>vas not capable to remove the Sufpicion entertained ^^'^^^^ 
: by moft People, that this Faft was committed by the tbi$ miit- 

Orders of the King and Duke, who were in the Tower der. 
i that very Morning, though they had not been there 
for twelve Years before. It was befides urged, that 
it was not poflible for a Man to cut his own Throat 
from Ear to Ear, Several other Circumftances were 

added, 

* Upon which he received Sentence, and was accordingly be- 
headed, op th« iiftpf July, on a Scaffold exceed m Lmpln's-lni^, 
mis, - ' ' - 
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1683. added, of which it is not eafy to difcover the Truth. 
It is pretended that in the Blood fprinkled on the 
Floor of the Chan)ber, were difcovered the Marks of 
a ftrange Foot ; and that after the Deed was done, 
the Razor was thrown out of the Window, and pickt 
up by a little Girl. That before the Coroner came 
to mfpcfl: the Body, Care was taken to ftrip and 
leave it naked, and to wafli the Room. That the 
Coroner denianding to fee the Cloaths, was anfwer- 
ed, it was his Bufmefs to examine the dead Body, 
and not the Cloaths. What has been urged moft 
plaufible in Vindication of the King and Duke of 
Tork from this horrid Aftion, is, thatPerfons of Cre- 
dit have teftified their frequent hearing the Earl of 
Effex declare that Self-Murder was no Sin. It is fur- 
ther added, that his Countefs, and Sir Henr'j Capd 
bis Brother owned the Juftice of the Coroner's Ver- 
dia. But had they believed the contrary, this was 
no proper Time to difcover their Sufpicions. I am 
Yery certain that the laft Earl of EJfeXy his Son, 
was of another Opinion, and I have heard him fay 
himfelf, that he believed his Father was murdered, 
and that a French Footman, who then ferved his Fa- 
ther, was ftrongly fufpefttd, and difappeared imme- 
diately after the Fa<5t. Be this as it will, the general 
.Opinion then was, and ftill is, that this unfortunate 
Nobleman fell a Sacrifice to the Revenge of the King 
and the Duke of TorL This feems fo much the lefs 
ftrange, as amongft thofe who appeared moft openly 
in Defence pf their Country, againft the King and 
Duke, the Earl of EJfex^ was not the only Perfon 
who felt the EfFefts of their Refentment. The King 
however was not wanting to exprefs his Concern for 
the Death of the Earl of EJfex^ not from any ASt&i- 
on to him, but beeaufe he had robbed him of the 
Opportunity of difplaying his Clemency, and therc- 
by^fhowing that be had not forgot the Services and 
bufferings of the Lord Capel^ Father to the deceafed, 
in the King his Father's Caufc. But inftead of con- 
vincing the Publick by this outward Show, ^^1 
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People imagined that the King mentioned the Lord 1683* 
Capel, only to infinuate how much the Earl his Soa 
had fwerved from his Steps. 

Befides the Lord Rujfel condemned for this Plot^ Walcot; 
two others met with th^ fame Fate, that is to fay, Hone^iti 
Hone a Joyner, and one Roufe. \ This laft had been Ro«fe«*«- 
before Indiftcd for treafonable Words, but efcaped ^^^^ 
by the Jwry recurning on his Indiftment Ignoramus. 
But he was re-taken and tried for the fame Crime, 
which did not properly relate to this Plot, but to his 
having talked of the King in treafonable Expreffions. 

Hone and Roufe were adjudged to fufFer as Traitors, -_^ 

and accordingly were executed with Walcoi^ the 2 2d 
oijuly. They owned that they had heard of a Plot 
in general ; but they entered into no Particulars of it. 
At lead it does not appear that the Lord Rujfel had 
any Correfpondence with them. 

The Day after followed the Execution of the Lord urd Rat 
Rujfel. He was fo univerfally beloved, that it was W *«*i 
thought the King could not refufe his Pardon, which ^'*^ 
was begged by fo many powerful Relations. It is 
even faid, that the Earl of Bedford his Father, offered 
a Hundred Thoufand Pounds for his Life, but was 
denied. The King would not fo much. as grant a 
Repriv^ of fix "VV^eeks to his Lady, the Daughter of 
the Earl of Southampton^ but made her this Anfwer, 
Shall I grant that Man fix Weeksy who if it had been 
in bis Power would not have granted me fix Hours. E- 
very Body however was convinced that if there was 
a Defign to kill the King, the Lord Rujfel was not 
concerned in it. Befides that he denied it with his 
laft Breath, he was-^not condemned for this Crime, 
and the Witneffes which depofed againft him faid no- 
thing like it. Neverthelefs the King, to have an Ex- 
cufe for refufing a Ihort Delay, fuppofed that this * 
Crime was fully proved. It cannot be denied^ that if 
the Lord Ruffel had been guilty of the Crime for 
which he was condemned, namely, of giving a tacit 
Confent to the Defign of an Infurredion, the King 
could never have a fairer Opportunity of difplaying 

his 
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1683. his Clemency with more Applaufe and Satisfaftion 
than in the Cafe of this Lord^ (o celebrated for his 
Vertues, and allied to the greateft Families in the 
Kingdom. But all thefe Confiderations were of no 
Weight, when thrown into the Scale againft the 
Thirft of Revenge with which the King and the 
Duke of Tork were fwayed. The Lord Rmjfel had 
been one of the moft zealous Sticklers againft the 
Duke of Tork^ had joined the Earls of Sbaftsbury and 
EJfex^ and carried up the Exclujion-Bill to the Houfc 
of Lords. Thefe were Crimes not to be forgiven by 
the King and his Brother. But perhaps mod of m; 
Readers, after having confidercd the Tranfaftions of 
this Reign, will not think it was fo enormous a Crime 
to endeavour to oppofe a Tyrannical Power, which 
was then beginning to creft it fclf. He died with 
great Firmncfs, protefting his Innocence and Igno- 
rance of any Delign againft the King's Pcrfon, ot 
for the Alteration of the Government. As it was 
cxpefted that he would be interrupted, he fpoke buf 
little on the Scaffold ; but left in the Hands of the 
Sheriff a Paper, in which he protefted his Innocence, 
and faid, That be dyed a true and fincere Proteftant, 
and in the Communion of the Church of Enghnd, tbov^ 
he could never yet comply with^ or rife up to all tbc 
Heights of fome People. 
Try^l of For a Conclufion of this Tragedy, I am next to 
^^Scr-^ mention the Condemnation and Execution of Colonel 
noon ci - jig^^f^QQ^ Sidney^ who was accufed of this Plot, and 
of the Defign to kill the King. He was Brother to 
the Earl of Leicejkr^ and in the late Troubles had 
been deeply engaged in the Republican Schemes. At 
the Reftoration he thought not fit to lay hold of the 
Indemnity A£l^ whether in Diftruft of the King, ot 
for fome other Reafon. In the Year 1677 he ob- 
tained his Pardon of the King, and returned to Eff 
land^ where he joined the Country^Party^ and by this 
Step gave exceeding Offence to the King, 

Foar 
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Four Witneffcs were produced againft him, Ram^ 1683. 
h^ fi^eji^ Keeling, and the Lord Howard of Efcrkk. f 'f*^'***' 
The three firft contented themfelves with giving ^l^^/ 
particular Account of the Plot, but faid nothing di- 
rectly againft the Prifon^r. He complained of it as 
a great Hardfliip, as prepoflefSng the Jury. The. 
Lord Howard depofcd, as before at the Tryal of the 
Lord Rujfel, that Colonel Sidney was of the Council 
of Six, and had fent Aaron Smith into Scotland to en- 
gage the Scots in the Rebellion. 

His Defence was firft the great Improbability of His d#. 
ere<5ling a Council of Six ; and that Pcrfons fo littlie A'^'* 
knowing one another, (bould prefently fall into fo 
great and intimate a Friendftiip. As to the Duke 
of Monmouth J he faid he never ipoke with him above 
three times in his Life ; one time was when Lord 
Howard brought him to his Houfe and cozened them 
both ; for he had told the Duke that the Prifoner 
had invited him, and he told the Prifoner that the 
Duke invited himfelf, and neither of them was true. 
He enlarged upon the ill Reputation of the Lord 
Howardy ^nd his varying his Evidence with refpedk 
to the Lord Rujffel\ and the prefent Tryal. He al- 
ledged the Lord Howard*^ Indigence, and his owing 
him Money, which Debt might probably be can- 
celled by his Convidbbn. He proved by the Tefti- 
monics of the Earls of Clare and Anglefey, of Mr« 
Philips and Mr. Edward Howard, Dr. Burnet^ Mr. 
Ducas, and Mr. Blake^ that the Lord Howard had 
confefied, ^hat he could not get his Pardon until he had 
donefome other Jobhs^ untill be was paji the Drudgery of 
Swearing. 

During this whole Tryal the Judges took it upon PartUUty 
them to anfwer the Criminal, without leaving any»/'^» 
thing for the King's Council to do. But they an- /*^i''* 
fwcred nothing to the Objedlion drawn from the Con- 
felfion of Lord Howard, nor did he himfelf. So 
that the Defign of the Court to furnifh the Jury with 
Rcafons to condemn the Prifoner was evident. 

. But • 
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16^3. « difleminated, gave Rife and Growth to thcfe ne- 
^ farious Attempts ; and pais upon them our folemn 
*■ publick Cenfure and Decree of Condemnation. 

* Therefore to the Honour of the Holy and Un- 

* divided Trinity » the Prefcrvation of Catholick 
^ Truth in the Church ; and that the King's Ma- 

* jefty may be fecured both from the Attempts of 

* open bloody Enemies 9 and Machinations of 
^ treacherous Hereticks and Schifmaticks : We the 

* Vice-Chancellor, Dodtors, Proftors, and Mailers 
' Regent and not Regent, met in Convocation, in 

* the accuftomed Manner, Time, and Place, on Sa- 

* turday the One and Twentieth Day of July^ in the 

* Year 1683, concerning certain Propofitions con- 
« rained in divers Books and Writings publi(hed ia 

* the Englijh and alfo the Latin Tongue, repugnant 

* to the Holy Scriptures, Decrees of Councils, 

* Writings of the Fathers, the Faith and Profcffion 

* of the Primitive Church, and alfo deftruftivc of 
' the kingly Government, the Safety of his Majcfty's 

* Pcrfon, the publick Peace, the Laws of Nature, 

* and Bonds of human Society ; by our unanimous • 

< Aflent and Confent have decreed and determined in 

* Manner and Form following. 

7be Firjl Propofifion. 

* All Civil Authority is derived originally from 
« the People. 

^be Second. 

* There is a mutual Compaft, Tacit or Exprefs, 

* between a Prince and his Subjects ; and that if he ! 

< perform not his Duty, they arc difcharged from 

* theirs. 

^he Third. 

* That if Civil Governours become Tyrants, or 

* govern otherwifc than by the Laws of God ^ind 

I Maa 
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< Man they ought to do, they forfeit the Right they *<^^3- 
« had unto their Government. Le9C Rex. Bucban. 

* de Jure Regni. Vtndicm contra Tyrannos. Bellarm. 

* de Conciliis^ de Pontifice. Milton. Goodwin. BaxU 
^ H.C. 

The Fourth. 

« The Sovereignty of England is in the Three 
« Eftates, viz. King, Lords and r Commons. The 

< King has but ^ Co-ordinate Power, and may be 
« over-ruled by the other two. Lex Rex. Hunton. 
^ Of a lifnited and mixed Monarchy, Baxter'^ H. C. 
« Polit Catechif. 

the Fifth. 

< Birth- right and Ptpximity of Blood give no 

< Title to Rule or Government % and it is lawful to 

* preclude the next Heir from his Right and Suc- 
« ceffion to the Crown. Lex. Rex. Hunton. Poftfcrip. 

* Doleman'i Hijlory <f Succejfton. Julian the A^ofiatu 

* Mene Tekel 

^be Sixth. 

« It is lawful for Subjefb, without the Confent, 
c and againft the Command of the fupreme Ma- 
c giftrate, to enter into Leagues, Covenants and 
« Affociatlons, for Defence of themfelves and theif 
t Religion. Solemn League and Covenant. Late Ap 

< fociation. 

libe Seventh. 

« Self-Prefervation is the fundamental Law of Na- 

* ture, and fuperfedes the Obligation of all others, 
« whcnfoever they ftand in Competition with it. 
« Hobbes, de Cive 5 Leviathan. 

Vol. XIV. Zz ^^ 
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The Eighth. 

* The Doftrinc of the Gofpel, concerning patient 

* fufrering of Injuries, is not inconfiflent with i^olent 

* refitting ot the higher Powers, in Cafe of Perfccu- 
« tion for Religion. Lex Rex. Julian the Jpofiate. 

* Apologet. Relat. 

"The Ninth. 

« There lies no Obligation upon Chriftians to 

* Pajftve Obedience^ when the Prince commands any 

* thing againft the Laws of our Country ; and the 

* Primitive Chriftians chofe rather to die than refift, 

* becaufe Chriftianity was not fettled by the Laws of 

* the Empire. Julian the Apoftate. 

7'he Tenth. 

* Poffeffion and Strength give a Right to govern ; 
^ and Succefs in a Caufe or Enterprize, proclaims 

* it to be lawful and juft : To purfue it is to comply 

* with the Will of God, becaufe it is to follow the 

* Conduit of his Providence. Hobbes. Owen's S^r- 
' mon before the RegicideSy Jan. 31. 1648. Baxter. 

* Jcnkins'i Petition^ Oftob. 1651. 

The Eleventh. 

* In the State of Nature there is no Difference be- 

* twcen Good and Evil, Right and Wrong : TJie 
« State of Nature is a State of War, in wjiich every 
' Man hath a Right to all things. 

The Twelfth. 

« The Foundation of Civil Authority is this na- 

* tural Right, which is not given but left to the fu- 
f ptcme Magiftrate^ upon Mens cntring into Soci- 

' • ccics: 
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< cties: And not only a foreign Invader, but a do- 1683. 

* mcftick Rebel, puts himfclf again into a State of 
« Nature, to be proceeded againft, not as a Subjeft, 
« but an Enemy 5 and confequently acquires by his 

* Rebellion the fame Right pyer the Life of his Prince, 

* as the Prince for the moft heinous Crimes has over 
^ die Life of his own Subjcdts. 

^be thirteenth. 

« Every Man, after his entring into a Society, re* 
tains a Right of defending himfelf againft Force ; 
arid cannot transfer that Right to the Common* 
wealth, when he confents to that Union whereby 
that Commonwealth is made : And in Cafe a great 
many Men together have already refitted the Com- 
mon-wealth, for which every one of them ex- 
pedteth Death, they have Liberty then to join 
together and affift and defend one another : Their 
bearing of Arms, fubfequentto the firft Breach 
of their Duty, though it be to maintain what 
they have done, is no new unjuft Aft \ and if 
it be only to defend their PerfoQs, it is not un- 
juft at all. 

^be Fourteenth. 

^ An Oath fuperadds no Obligation to Paft, and 
a Paft obliges no farther than it is credited : And 
confequently, if a Prince gives any Indication, 
that he does not believe the Promifes of Fealt'j 
and Allegiance made by any of his Subjefts, they 
are thereby freed from their Subjedion ; and not- 
withftanding their Pa£ts and Oaths, may lawfully 
rebel againft and deftroy their Sovereign. HohJ^es 
de Civ. Leviathan. ^ 

^be Fifteenth. 

« If a People, that by Oath and Duty are obliged 
^ to a Sovereign, fliall finfully difpoflefs him, and 

Z 3 f con- 



3+2 ^i Hiffofy tf England. Vol. XIV. 

lObj. c contrary to their Covenants, chufe and covenant 
^ wuh another \ they may be obliged by their lac« 
^ tcr Covenintf notwithftanding their former. Bm^ 

I'be Sixteenth. 

« All Oaths arc unlawful, and contrary to the Word 
« of God. fakers. 

T'be Seventeenth. 

^ An Oath obligeth not in the Senfe of the Impo^ 

* fcrs, but the Takers. Sheriff's Cafe. 

^he Eighteenth. 
^ Dominion is founded in Grace. 

Ttbe Nineteenth. 

* The Powers of this World are Ufurpations upon 
the Prerogative of Jcfus Chrift ; and it is the Duty 

* of God*s People to deftroy them, in order to the fct- 

* ting Chrift upon his Throne. Fifth- Mttnarcby-Men. 

I'be T^wentieth. ^ 

• 

* The Prefbjterian Government is the Scepter of 

* Chrift's Kingdom, to which Kings as well as othcp 

* arc bound to fubmit, and the King's Supremacy in 

* Ecckfiaftical Affairs, as afferted by the Church of 
^^ England^ is injurious to Chrift, the fole King 

* and Head of the Church. Aliare Damafcenum^ 
< AfoUget. Relat. Hiji. of Indulgences. Cartwrigbtt 
^,Trav(ffe, 

^he Hwenty-Jirfi. 

* It is not lawful for Superiours to impofeany thing 

* in the Worlhip of God that is not antececjently nc- 

* cci&ry. 
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1683. 
^ ^be ^^enty-Jecond. 

* The Duty of not of ending a weak Brother^ is ineon- 

* fiftent with all human Authority of making Laws con- 

* ccrning indifferent Things. Proteftant Reconciler. 

^he Twenfy-^tbird. 

« Wicked Kings and Tyrants ought to be put to 

* Death *, and if the Judges and inferiour Magiftratcs 

* will not do their Office, the Power of the Sword 
« devolves to the People : If the major Part of the 
^ People refufe to exercife this Power, then the Mi- 
« nifters may Excommunicate fuch a King : After 
*, which it is lawful for any of his Subjefts to kill 

* him, as the People did Athaliab ; and Jebu^ Jeza- 
« bel. Buchanan. Knox. Goodman. Gilby. Jefuits^ 

^be ^wenfy-fotsrtL 

« After the Sealing of the Scripture Canon, the 

* People of God, in all Ages* arc to cxpeft new 
« Revelarions for a Rule of their Aftions ; and it is 

* lawful for a private Man, having an inward Motion 

* from God, to kill a Tyrant, leakers and other 
« Entbuftafis. Goodman. 

l^be fwenty-fftb. 

• The Example of PhineaSy is, to us, inftead of a 

* Command : For what God hath commanded or ap- 

* proved in one Age, muft needs oblige in alK Covd-- 
'* man. Knox. Napbali. 

7*be T^wenty-^xtb. 

« King Charles I, was lawfully put to Peath ; and 
« his Murderers were the blefled Inftruments of Qod's 

* Glory in their Generations. Milton. Goodwin. Owen. 

^ ' Z 4 ^e ^ 
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*'*^' The ^wenty-feoentb. 

^ King Charles the Ftfft made War upon his Par*? . 
f liamenc : And in fach a Cafe, the King may not < 
^ pnly be refi(t?(l , bu( he ce;^fet}i to be King, 
f Baxter. • 

*« We decree, judge and (}cclai!e all and every of 
^^ thefe Propofinons to be falfe, and fcditious, and i 
f« iippious ; and n^oft qf them to be alfo heretical | 
<< and blafphpmous, infarnous to the Chriftian Reli- 
f < gion, ^d deftrudive of all Government in Church 
*• and State. 

•« We further decree, That the Books which 
•* contain the aforcfaid Propofitions, and impious 
«* Doftrines, are fitted to deprave good Manners, 
•* corrupt tl^e Minds of unwary Men, ftir up Se- 
^' ditions and Tumults, overthrow States and King- 
f * doms, and lead to Rebellion, Murder of Princes, 
^* and A^heifm ^tfelf Ajpd therefore we interdiS all 
1* Members of the Univer/ily from the Reading of i 
^^ the faid Books, under the Penalties ia the Statutes 
•^ exprefled. We alfo order the before-recited Books 
V to be publickly bqrnt by the H^ncJ pf our Marlhal, 
•* iiH the Court of our Schools, 

" iLikewile we order, that In a perpetual Memory 
*« hereof thefe 0|ur Decrees fli^ll be entered into the 
1* Regiller of the Convocation ; and that Copies of 
*« them being conamuni9at;p4 ^^ ^^^ feverj^l CbJleges. 
•* and Halls within tins Univerfity, they may be 
^« thejre publickly affi:fed[ in the Libraries, Refefto- 
^' ries, ot- other fit Places wbe^e ^hey niay be feen 
•^ and read of all. 

" Laftly, We cgtmmand, and ftriftly enjoin all 
** and Angular the Readers, Tutors, Catechifts, and 
<' pthers to whooi the Care and Ttuft of initiating of 
** Youth is committed,' That they diligently inftrud 
** and ground their Scholars in that moft neccflary 
V Dodrine, which, in a Manner is the Btadge and 
^ ^^*. Charafter 
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♦« Charader of the Church of Englandy of fuhmitting »^^3- 
*« to every Ordinance of Man^ for the Lord^s Sake ; 
;?• whether it he to the King^ as fupreme 5 or unto 
' '' Governours^ as unto them that are fent by him^ for 
^« the Puni/bment of EvtUdoers^ and for the Praife of 
^^ them that do ^ell. Teaching that this Submiflion 
^' and Obedience is to be clear and abfolute, and 
" without any Exception of any SUte or Order of 
** Men : Alfo, that they, according to the Apoftle's 
♦• Precept, Mxhort^ that firi of ally Supplications^ 
Prayers^ InterceJJipns and giving ofTbanks^ be made 
^^ for all Men 5 for the King^ and all that are in Au^ 
thorityj that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life^ 
^, *^ in aU Godlinefi and Honejiy^ for this is good and ac^ 
j5 *♦ ceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour. And in 
g *^ cfpecial Manner, That they prefs and oblige theni 
. ^* humbly to offer their moft ardent and daily 
^ ^^ Prayers at the Throne of Grace, for the Prefer, 
iji . ^* vation of our Sovereign Lord King Ci&tfr&i, from 
jj ^^ the A,ttcmpts of open Violence and fccret Machi^ 
jj, *^ nations of perfidious Traytors ; that the Hefen-* 
j^ *« der of the Faiths being fafe under the Defence of 
jj ^^ the moft High, may continue his Reign upon 
^ ♦* Earth, till he exchange it for that of a late and 
^^ happy Immortality/* 

jjjf The Marriage of the Princefs Jnne, fecond Daugh- Marrli^i 
^ ter to the Duke of Tork^ with Prince George Brother ^^^f^* ^ 
^ to the King of Denmark^ celebrated the 28 th of July, /nnc. 

gave fome, but no long Interruption to the Profecu- 
g tion of the Confpirators. 
^^ Yf^ have feen that the City of London complied '^' ^'*^ 

vith every Thing defircd by the King in relation to Iki^condii 
., jthcii? Charter. But it feems that the King had re- tUnsac- ' 
J pented of the Favour he had (hewn them. The E-(f^P^^ih 
l ledion of a Lord-Mayor, which is ufually made the loq^io^'^ 
t i9th of September J having been put pffto the 6th of ^ndnamis 
I OSlobery the King pretending that the City had not * ^^rd^ 
[^ tendered him a formal Submiflion, ordered the Judge-; ^1^^^!^ 

merit given upon the ^0 fFarranto to be entered. ^giftr4,ttsT 

'''-■'■•:" ^' ^ By. 
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V1683. By this the City being without a Charter, the Go- 
1 vcrnment was feized by the King, who fent a Com- ' 

iniflion to Sir William Pritchard to continue in the 
Execution of his Office during Pleafure. He con- 
firmed likewife the two SheriflFs with the fame Reftric- 
tion, and difplaced the Recorder, and put another in 
his Room *. Shortly after, on St Simon and Jud^% 
Day, on which it is cuftomary for the new Lord- 
Mayor to take the Oaths in the Court of Exchequer y 
the King appointed a new Lord-Mayor during his 
Pleafure j thus the City of London &iw it felf without 
Charter or Priviledges, and entirely depending upon 
the King's Will. 
lUtHki I have faid before^hat the King ifltied out a Pro- 
^/^^' clamation to have all the Confpirators againft his Life 
^^/'' apprehended, in which Number was his Natural Son, 
kimfilf the Duke of Monmouth. That Duke had hitherto 
tviib tbi kept himfelf concealed. But at laft, weary of his 
'^*^* uneafy Situation, he wrote to Sie King his Father in a 
very fubmiffive manner, and after having pofitively 
denied his having any Defign againft his Life, he 
owned neverthelefs that his Fears of a Defign againft 
his own, had thrown him into Adtions contrary to 
his Duty to the King and the Duke of Tork^ and 
asked both their Pardons with great Earneftnefs and 
Submiffion. He added, that if his Majefty would 
give him his Pardon, he wotild deliver himfelf up in- 
to the Hands of the Duke, that he might bring him 
to him. This was accompanied with Proteftations 
and Aflurances of Refpedk, Submiffion and Fidelity 
for the future. He concluded with Saying, «* That 
** he would never ask to fee the King*s Face if ever 
** he did any Thing againft the Duke ; which was 
y the grcateft Curfche could lay upon himfelf.** 

The 

* Sir GiorgB Trthy was difplaccd, and Sir Z^mrnh Jiumf^ who 

was knighted at the-farae Time, was made Rjccorder. Eight Al- 
dermen were likewife turned outf and as many new cnes aasicd 
i& their dead. 
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The King could not diflepible his SatisfadioQ at 1^3* 
the Receipt of this Letter, for he loved the Duke of 
Monmouth tenderly. Neverthelefs with his own Hand 
he wrote the following Anfwer : ' 

/ If the Duke ^Monmouth dejires to make himfelf 
capable of my .Mercy, he muft render himfelf to the Secre* 
tary^ and refolve to tell me all be knows^ rejigning bim* 
felf entirely to my Pleafure. 

This drew a fecond Letter from the Duke of Moni 
mouth more fubmiffive than the former, in which he 
confeifed his Offence againft the King and the Duke \ 
but in general Terms, and without Mention of Parti- 
culars. But in affuring the King^ of an unreferved 
Submiflion to his Pleafure, he intreated him that he 
would not cxpofe him to the Ignominy of a Tryal, 
nor fend him to the Tower ^ nor force him to be a 
Witnefs againft any Perfon. 

The King fatisfied with this Letter, was very rea- 
dy to admit his beloved Son to ask Forgivenefs. Hie 
was introduced by Secretary Jenkins, who withdrew 
' jand left him alone with the King and the Duke of 
York. One cannot know what pafied between them, 
otherwife than from the Mouth of the King and the 
Duke his Brother. It is however affirmed, that he 
threw himfelf at the King's Feet, acknowledging his 
Guilt, and asking his Pardon \ that he confefi^d him- 
felf faulty to the Duke, asking his Pardon alfo. All 
this is very probable ; but what is added admits of 
feme doubt, namely, that he confirmed all that had 
I been depofed againft the Lord Ruffel^ and Colonel 
[ Sidney^ and fo corroborated the Lord Howard's EvU 
dencc. It is aiTured farther, That he faid the moft 
confiderable Non-Conformift Minifters knew of the 
Confpiracy. As this could only come from the King 
and Duke oi Tork^ and as both of them had an In- 
tcreft that the Earl of Effex^ Lord Rujfel^ and Co- 
lonel Sidney^ ffaould be thought guilty, all do not 
think thcmfclves obliged to Credit their Teftimony. 

However 
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1683. However this be, the King ordered his Pardon to 

0nd 0b' \^ difpatched with all Expedition. But i^pon a Re- 

*»7 ^^'" prefcntation afterwards of a Report, That the Duke of 

Monmouth bad made no Confeffion^ hut bad ajferied 

the Innocency of fame tbat badfuffered^ the King re- 

Juircd him to write over and fubfcribc the following 
letter ; 

Ibi King ^^ T Have heard of fome Reports of me, as if I 
uquins - «* X ftould have leffened the late Plot, and gone 
Jnmhim* *' ^^"^ ^^ difcredit the Evidence given againft thofe 
* ** who have dyed by Juftice. Your Majefty ahd the 
*' Duke know how ingenuoufly I have owned the late 
*' Confpiracy ; and though I was not confcious of any 
•* Defign againft your Majefty's Life, yet I lament 
•• the having had fo great a Share in the other Part 
** of thefaid Confpiracy. 5zr, I liave taken the Li- 
♦' berty to put this in Writing tor my own Vindica- 
** tion -, and I befcech you to look forward, and en- 
** deavour to forget the Faults you have forgiven 
•' me ; 1 will take Care to commit no more againft 
*' you, or come within the Danger of being again 
♦' miflcd from my Duty, but make it the Bufinefs of 
«' my Life todcfcrve the Pardon your Majefty hath 
♦* granted to. 

Tour dutifuly 

Monmouth, 

H# i$i It is certain that the Duke wrote, or at leaft figned 
mmidjit this Letter, which, as appears, was drawn up in ge* 
^^^^' neral T^rms, without the fpecification of any Parti- 
culars, Notwithftanding Ihortly after he repented 
I that he had figned it, and. with great Importunity 

/; preflcd the K^ing to let hini have it back. The King 

*; anfwered hini^ that it was no Intention of his to keep 

it againft his Will, that he might not have Occafion 
to fay, that he had been forced to write it. But 
f that he gave him Time till the next Day to conlider 

I wh^t ill Conf(?qucnc^s ipight foUpw upon hi& Qbfti- 

. ' nacy. 
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nacy. The next Day the Duke demanded his Let* »^S3* 
tcr with ftili greater Importunity, and the King re- j^^' ^ '"'• 
ftorcd it, but from that Moment banilhed him from fs^lani^ed 
his Prefence and Court. from th$ 

It is cafy to fee that the Reafon of the Duke's de» ^H*' 
manding his Letter, is a Subjed for Conjeftures, ^J^j^"^^^ 
and difficult to be difcovered. Some pretend xh?x jg^J^^Ti^ 
the Duke of Monmouth's Friends reprefented to him en tbi$ 
that by Writing this Letter, he had thrown himfelf ^ff^ir* 
upon a Precipice from which he would not be able 
to get free, fince at fome other Time it might be 
turned to his Ruin. Others n^aintain, that his Con- 
fciencc, loaded with the Guilt of having aflerted in 
this Letter a Thing which he knew to be falfe, gave 
him no Reft till tie had got it again into his Hands. 
Every Man here follows the Opinion which is moft 
agreeable to his Suftem ; but no Proof is produced 
on cither Side. Laftly, there are who pretend that 
^11 this was a Farce a<5led between the King and the 
Duke of Monmouth^ and that the King not to dif- 
oblige the Duke of 2"(?r^, told or ordered the Duke 
of Monmouth to be told to demand his Letter again, 
that he might have an Opportunity to reftore it to 
him, for fear the Duke of fork might on fome Occa-* 
fion, make an ill Ufe of it. Tbey ftrengthen this 
Conjefture from the Manner of the King's behaving 
to the Duke of Monmouth in his Abfence. The Duke 
withdrawing into Holland^ and the Prince of Orange 
receiving him there with gr^at Refpeft and Civility, 
the King could not forbear teftifying his grateful ac- 
knowledgements to the Prince. He wrote frequently 
to the Duke of Monmouth^ received Letters from him 
unknown to the Duke of Tork^ and fecretly made 
him Remittances of Money. 

The Winter this Year was very remarkable for a AgfiMt 
violent Froft, which began about the Beginning of frofl. 
December^ and continued with great Sharpnefs till the 
5th oi February. The Thames was fo frozen that a- 
nother City, as it were, was erefted upon it by the . 
great Number of Shops of all forts opened upon the 1 
4 Ic^» 
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»^*5» Ice, and the aftual holding of a Fair. An Ox was 
likewife roafted whole. Bulls baited, &c. 
TUigJer In September or OSlober^ the King had commiffion- 
^•fi/*- cd the Lord Dartmouth to go with about twenty Sail 
* • of Ships, and utterly demolifli the Town, Gallic, 

and Mole of Taftgier. The Mole had coft him vaft 
•-^ Sums of Money, and cither for want of more, or fomc 

other Caufe, was left unfinifhed. The Lord Dattmuth 
had likewife Orders to choak up the Haven. Six 
Months were fpent in executing this CommiiEon. 
This freed the King from a confiderable annual Ex- 
pence to preferve this Place, and moreover the Gar- 
rifon brought back to England^ and moftly confifting 
of P^pt^ . Soldiers and Officers, ferved to augmcnc 
the King's Troops, and to keep in awe thofe who 
were impatient under their Yoke. 
jU tiigt This Year 1683, was fignalizcd by the famous 
Vienna. Siege of Vienna^ formed by the Grand Vifir Kan 
Mufiapba, the 9th of July^ with an Army of one 
Hundred and thirty thoufand Men, and raifcd by 
the King of Poland^ the fecond of September^ whcfl 
the City was now reduced to the laft Extremity. 
1683-4. ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^* almoft wholly fpent in the c- 
ftablifhing and ftrengthening the King's acqiiired ab- 
folute Power. 
Midms t$ The Means to do this were chiefly three. The 
€$wfrm firft, the Augmentation of the Forces by the Garri- 
• it^^f- ^^" ^^^^ Tangier : The Second, the rigorous Exam- 
/Wi«# pJ^s made of feveral who were not only accufed of 
ftmff. the Proteftant Plot, but who had during the late 
Quarrels between the' King and his Parliaments, 
taken the Liberty to fpeak of the King and Duke of 
Torky with too much Paffion and Heat. Thefc Dif- 
couries, held at a Time when the King and the Duke 
were obliged to diflemble their Refentments for fear 
of farther exafpcrating the Parliament, were now 
called to Mind when their Affairs were in a more 
favourable Situation, and they made the Authors of 
them fuffcr for it. The Third Means was the per* 

fwading indircftly all the Corjpcratiom in the King- 
dom 
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dom to furrender their Charters to the King. I have 1683-4^ ^ 
already faid all I have to fay concerning the Garrifon 
brought from Tangier. 

As to the fecond Expedient for eftablifhing the c$»i$m^ 
King's abfolute Power, I mean the Profecutions a- ^"^j^*} */ 
gainft the King's and the Duke's Enemies, it would p^rfiL^ 
be tedious to enumerate all the Tryals and Senten- 
ces given againft thofe who were accufed of the laft 
Plot, or had treated, with too much Freedom of, 
Speech, the Charafters of the King and the Dake of 
Tork. Nothing elfe almoft is to be met with in the 
Events of the Year 1684. After the City had loft 
their Privileges, the King had nominated Sheriffs who 
were entirely devoted to him, and they took Gare in 
all Criminal Tryals to impannel Juries, difpofed to 
follow the Suggeftions of the Court. To facilitate c*4f4Af^ 
the Condemnation of thofe whofe Profecutions were ^/^»'' 
refolved on, the King in December laft had advanced Sffcrf^; ^ 
Sir , George Jeff cries to be Lord Chief- Juftice of the ' 

Kin^S'Bench. He was a Man fit for the Purpofes of 
the Court, without Honout or Confciencc, impudent 
to the laft Degree, i^nd always ready to betray his 
Duty and the Interefts of Juftice and the Kingdom to 
recommend himfelf to thofe who were in Power. 
Thcfe great Qualities advanced him at laft to the 
Chancellorfhip oi England. The King likewife had made 
other Alterations amongft.the Judges, fo that he was 
in a manner aflurcd of the Compliance of all the 
Courts of Juftice. The Court-Party had made a 
great Noife feme Time before of the Ignoramus re- 
turned by the London-^unts upon all Bills preferred 
againft IVbigs ; thefe now complained no lefs loudly 
of the Severities praftifed this Year by the Tories. 
Books were written upon this Subjcft, to fhcw thePaf- 
lion, the Partiality, and the crying Injuftices of 
Judges and Juries, in favour of the Court. But I 
cannot enter into the Detail of thefe Things, howe- 
ver proper it would be to make known with what 
Zeal the Court laboured in the Execution of their 
Pcfirjns, and the Charaftprs qi the Pcrfpns employed. 
^ lihall 
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»^83-4t I (hall therefore pafs over a great Number of Tryat* 
underwent this Year by Perfons little known> and 
Ihall confine my felf to feme particular Cafes, which 
will give us a Notion of the reft, 
VMUrUf The Earl*' of Danbj had been fent to the 7ower by 
Danby the Houfe of Lords upon an Impeachment from the 
^€kari' Commons. He had often demanded to be difcharged 
upon Bail ; but the Judges had always reftiied his 
Rcqueft, declaring that it was not in theif Power to 
admit to Bail a Peer of the Realm imprifoned by Par- 
liament. This was the Law of the Kingdom. But 
the Alterations amongft the Judges, h^d likewife pro^ 
duced great Alterations in the Maxims and Principles 
of the Courts of Juftice. The Judges, who had 
been employed for fome time, believed the Lawsr al- 
lowed them to releafe the Earl upon Bail, which they 
accordingly did upon his entering into a Recognizance 
of Ten Thoufand Pounds. 
rie^6pifh The Bailing the Earl of Danh'j was a Precedent fof 
urds ad^x)^^ Liberty of the Popijh Lords^ Prifoners in the 
mttud to ^^^^^ ^j^^ Lqj. J p^^^^ ^^^ ^f ^j^^^ Lords, dying 

about a Month before, upon his Death-bed wrote td 
the King, and difowncd with ,his laft Words, and 
upon his Salvation, the Matters of which he itood 
accufed. After a Declaration fo exprefs, the King^ 
not doubting the Innocence of the other Four, told 
the Court by his Attorney General, that he confented 
to whatever the Court mould think fit to be done 
with regard to the Popijh Lords, who were therefore 
let at Liberty upon Bail the fame Day with the Earl 
of Danby. It muft be, either that the former Judges 
were very ignorant not to know that an inferiour 
Court had a Power to releafe Men imprifoned by the 
fupreme Court of the Nation, or that the prefent- 
Judges were more bold and daring than their Prc-- 
deccffors. ^ 

But the Perfons accufed of the laft Confpifacy^ 
and thofe who had fpokeadifrefpedfully of the King 
and the Duke of Tork, met not with fo much Hu- 
manity. Among the grjwit Number ©f Perfow^ 

pp.ofcqjt6d 
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profeciuted for th^fe two OlFences, I (ball only rdaW i.6«3 -4- 
the Irryals'of Three or Eotir. 

Mr. Hofnbden 'Vtzs tryed iot a Higb^Mifdemeanour Tkilryal 
the 6thof i^f/^rz/jry. : The Lord HcHvard deptfed a- jJ^^JJ^j^^^ 
g^inft Htrrjj . That the Coancil of Sik. bad. met at his 
Houfe, ^ where he made, an IntroduaoryJSpcech to 
opew thte^Affembly. .That he had bfeefi concerned in 
fending Aarm- Smilh into Scotland. Mr. Hambden*s 
Gm^mii-'mfiSttd \xftoh Lord Howard's ill Reputation, 
and fcandalous I^ifc, and reprefented him as little bet^ 
ter than an Atherft. But.fuch Objedions were only 
available againft QaUs and Bedhe, For how was it 
poflible that the Lord /^fo^^r^ ftiould be an ill Man^ 
who only gave Evidence againft Protefiants ? On the 
other- Hand, Mr. Hamhden produced Witnefles^to 
his Vertue, his Piety, his Morality. Bat thefe Tef* 
timonies did him no Service, Jeferies in a long 
Speech, fpeaking of Religion and Vertue, turned it 
upon the Prifoner in thefe Words, *« Was it noc^ 
«* . faid he, under the Name of Religion than the 
«' 4>leflcd Martyr [Charles!.] was brought to the 
** 'Bidck? Nay, fome Men were at a lofs to know 
^ which way they fhould put a Spirit into the com- 
«* mon People to oppofc the King, and fome amongft 
«« them [ Mr. Hambdtn the Jir/i] hidthcm be/uf^eto 
«^ put Religion tabe the Pretence^ and. that would make 
«« them run headlong tonvhat they would have tbem}^ 
By- chisway of Reafoning^ to be Virtuous and Rdi- 
gious, was a fort of Touchftone to prove that a Man 
was in a Plot* •^ut obferve an Artifice fnade ufe of* 
to caft Mr. Hamhden. It is certain that^ fuppofing 
the Teftimony of Lord Howard to be true,- Mr, 
Hamhden was not lefs Criminal than Lord Rujjel ot 
Colonel Sidney. Neverchelefs he could not be brought 
in guilty as a Traytor, becaufe there was but" one 
fingle Evidence againft him, and all Laws Divine 
and Humane require two Witneffes to the. taking a* 
way a Man's Life. He was therefore indifted of a 
Mifdemeanour^ and the Jury finding him gtiilcy up- 
on the Teftimony of Lord, Howard^ the Court was 
. Vou XIV. A a fatisfied 
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1663-4. fatisficd with fining him Forty Thoufand Pounds, 
Wk9 if fi' j^n^i obliging him to find Sureties for his good Beha- 
TUnVfa ^^^"^ during Life. All the World cryed out upoti 
r^MJs the Rigour and Strangenefs of this Entente. But 
the King folved all Scruples, by afiuring the Puhlick 
in a large Declaration, *^ That if he had hot granted 
«• the D\^kt of Monmomy's Request^ l^bat be tvould 
<< not make him a fVitnefsj neither Mr. HanAden^ noi^ 
'^ fcarce any one Man of thofe thai tivere freed iipoQ 
*' Bail, had efcapfcd Death. ** 
1684. John Button Goii Efc^uire, a Member of the three 
scanda- jj^ft Parli^ificnts, having been accufed of fpeaking 
na?uS*"' thcfe Words, The Duke of l[or\i is a^Papift, and he^ 
^•mght M' fore any fucb Papiji Dog jhall be $ucce£ir to the CrawH 
gsiitfi Dttt- (f England, / will be bangid at my own Boon Thcfe 
ion Colt, j^jj^ other injurious Woirds being proved agatnft him, 
the Jury brought in their Vcfdift for the Duke of 
Tork^ and gave him a Hundred Thoufand Pounds 
Damages. 
jnd 4. The puke oi Ttfrk likewife bi-Ought hi* Aftioi of 
ful'oates^ 5r^wi^fe?w Magnatum againft Titus Oates^ for dircftly 
calling him Traytor. Fdr this Offence the Court gave 
the Duke of York a Hundred Thoufahd Pounds Da- 
mages. Shortly after he was indidled for Perjury^ in 
relation to Father Ireland^s being in London at the 
time Oales fwore to, at his Try3i Not long after 
another Indi<5lment was preferred agaihft him for the 
fame Crime, in relation to his being prefent at the 
fuppofed Confults of the Jefuiis at the fFbite-Horfe 
Tavern in 1678. But thcfe Indid^ptnts not bdng 
trycd this Reign, Oates continued in JPrifott., 

Thcfe three, and fomc others, omitted for Brevity 
fake, efcaped with Life, though properly fentenced 
to perpetual Imprifonmenr, as not being able to pay 
their exorbitant Fines, But two others who were 
cut of the Kingdom came not off fo well. James 
Ilollotvaj having {ttn his Name in the Gazette a- 
mongft the Confpirators, who were to be apprehend* 
cd Jby the King's Proclamation, had Bed into the^^- 
Ifjdies. Upon his Flight he had fuffercd an Outlawry 

for 
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far High-Treafpn : This YcAr the Court hiving Ad- ^^H- 
vice thac he was in the JVeft-Indies^ caufed him to be ^^^^J^^^ 
apprehended ^nd brought to London, where he wa« 
/executed upon the Attainder of his Outlawry for 
Treafon. 

The lame Fate attended Sir Tbofnas Armjlrongy whd 
had been cdnildered as one of the principal Authors -, 
of the laft Confpiracy^ and had been named in the 
icing's Prpclamatioji with a Reward of Five Hun- 
dred Pounds. He had made his Efcape into Holland^ 
land bad beeh outlawed as in the Cafe of Ht^Iloway^ 
The Court hearing that he was at Leyden^ obtained 
an Order from the Slates to apprehend him, and ac- 
cordingly, bejfore he had Notice, he was taken up, 
brought to Rotterdam, and from thence to London^. 
"When he appeared at the King's B/^nch- Bar^ he al- 
ledged that he sff^s beyohd Sea at the Time of the 
Outlawry, ^and begged that he might be tried. But 
his Requefl: was abfolutely rejected \ add the rather, 
las the Attorney-General told the Court, from the 
King, that Armftrong ^as one of the Perfons who 
were to -affaflinate his Majefty on his Return frQm 
J^ew-market, which the Prifoner pofitively denieH* 
He was occcuted the ioth of June, and his Head and ^^i jj^ 
<^arters fet up in fevcral Parts of the City* One Thomil 
was referved to be fcnt down to Stafford, for which ^™" 
Town he had been a Burgefs in Parliatnent. *** 

I do not think it neceflary to entei* into a more par- 
ticular Account of the Tryals of this Year againft a 
Number of Libellers, and of Perfons who had fpokcn 
ill of the King, the Duke of Tbr/t, ot the Govern^ 
mcnt. In Mr, Bchard^s Hiftory I find Thirty-two 
condemned td pay great Fines, artd fome of them pot 
in the Pillory. The Hiftory of this Year properly 
tconfifts of fuch Tranfaftions only. ^*' ^j*if 

The whole Kingdom being ftruck with Terrour^ IX i, 
the King thought he (hould take Advantage of ic, Ch^neri 
and cftablllh his abfolute Power fo, as to have no* cfth^prm^ 
thing to fear from any future Qppofitibn. This was "/^^^f ^^ 
to be done by deprividg at once all the Corpor-ations^. rll^^nd^'j 

Voii. XIV* A a a .and/,;>„. 
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1684. and confcquently all his Subjcfts of their Priviledgcs. 
Here his abfoliite Power was n6t to be fhcwn, but 
Addrcfs and Managcrnent made ufc of*(ftill more 
dangerous to the People ; by engaging them to make 
a voluntary Surrender of their Charters into his 
Hands, and receive fuch new ones as he (hould think 
fit to grant. For this Purpofe Courtiers and Emif- 
faries were fent down to the more confiderable Bo- 
roughs to infpire them with Terrour, and give them 
to underftand that fcarce "one of them could efcape, 
Ihould the King proceed with Rigour againft them. 
Thefe Menaces were aimed chiefly againft the JVbigs 
and Non-Conformijls ; for as for the Tories^ they were 
generally ready enough to follow blindly the Dic- 
tates of the Court. Jefferies on this Occafion dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf in his Northren Circuit at the Sum- 
mer Affjzes. He forgot nothing which was capable 
to terrify the People, letting them know that a Sur- 
render of their Charters was the only Means left for 
them to avert the Mifchiefs which hung over their 
Heads. Other Judges and Emiflaries copied after 
this Precedent, and at laft, when the largef Corpora- 
tions had been gained, the lefler neceflarily followed* 
Wherefore En^Mnd faw on a fudden an amazing Re- 
volution ; faw herfelf Itripped of all her Rights and 
Priviledgcs, excepting fuch as the King fhould vouch- 
fafe to grant her. And what is more aftonifliing, 
the Englijh themfelves delivered up thefe very Rights 
and Priviledges to Charles II, which they had fo paf- 
fionately, and if I may fay it^ furioufly defended a 
gainft the Defigns of Charles L 
ThiKing To make the People In fome Meafure fully fcnfi- 
muftetKhis bj^ of thcir new Slavery, the King affeded to muf- 
^*"^' ter Jiis Forces, which with one Regiment of Foot, 
and one Troop of Horfe-Guards ( raifed by himfelf 
with the Murmurs of Numbers of his Subjefts) now 
amounted to four Thoufand well armed and difci- 
plined Men. It might then be feen that the Mem- 
bers of Parliament who oppofed the railing, or at 
kaft the keeping thefe Guards on foot, were not al* 

together 
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together in the wrong. But the Zeal of. the Tor*j^ '684. 
Party was now arrived to fuch a height, that they ^' J^"^ 
looked on every Thing which contributed to render J^^^^^^f^ 
the King abfolute, as a fure Means to deftroy the r/^£/w<i. 
IVhigs^ and confequently as a Triumph for them- '^^*f/^^^ 
felvcs. They prepofteroufly imagined that the Court ^^^l^^ 
had no other Aim than the Deftruftion of that odi- 
ous Party, and was taking all this Pains purely for 
them. Accordingly we find ftill fome Authors of 
this laft Party, who are defirous to have .the Year 
1684 efteemcd as the moft peaceable, the mod quiet, 
and in a Word, the happieft Year that England had 
fcen for fome Ages, Nothing was capable to open 
the Eyes of thefe paflionate Men, who, agamft all 
likelihood, impofed upon thernfcjv^s with a Belief 
that the Court was well-affeded both to the State and 
the Proteftant Religion. - 

Neverthelefs an Aftion of the King's this Year ^*' ^'"X 
might have undeceived them. This was his diflToIv^- ^^t^'^, 
ing the Commiffion, granted, in the ,Year, 16S i, for fiafikll * 
the Difpofal of all Ecdeftafttcal Preferments. As the Ccmmiffi- 
cftablifhing this CommifSon was with Def^gn to per- **;. 
fwade his Subgedts thart he: had the Iritereft of the Pro- I ^.,.. 
tejfant Religron at Heart, lie could not- avoid ap- ^ 
pointing fuch Commiffioners as were'thought to have' 
the fame Sentiments. But finding himfelf at lengttf 
in the Situation he had wifhed to be, thi« Commiffi- 
on became too une^fy to hini, and therefore he re^ 
voked it to. fill the Chqrchr Preferments agreeably- to 
his own Inclinations. • 

It muft not be concealed that the major Part of ^y^**' 
Hiftorians afcribe the Rigours exercifed .this Year, yi^gdfor 
and all the Steps taken by- the King for the Advance- the Kings 
ment of his abfolute Power, to the Counfck of the -^ffwu*. 
Duke his brother i that Prince had gained fo great 
an Afcendanc over him, thaf he held him in a kind ' 
of Vaffalagp,. and led hiqi into. Meafures which were 
naturally produftiye. of" pther?, and thus, pulhed him 
i^n farther thaa the King d^fir^d.. ^efides, , that the 
K^ing,Wa^.naturaJIy. indoknt, ind Ipygd his Eafe too 
' ** A ^ 3 ' much 
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16^4. much to engage in any Affairs that nilght difturb hts 
Quiet, he knew the Genius and Temper of the En^'^ 
much better than the Duke of Tork^ end was fenfibk 
of the great Difficulty to prelcrve a Power fo acquir- 
ed, any long Time. Hut on the other Hand, after 
having taken fo many Steps in purfuiit of this Power, 
he could not go back with Decency, nor ipake any' 
Alteration in his Conduft, without breaking entirely 
with the Duke, which muft have been attended with 
great Trouble to hin\; He couH not renounce the 
principles and Maxims he had lately fojlowed, with-' 
put an entire Change in his Court and! Council, and 
without putting himfclf into the Hands of Men of 
quite contrary Maxims and Principles. Befides, hb 
inclination was to the Way he was now in, and it was^- 
only his Fear of ruffling.his prefcnt C^lm which placed 
before him the Danger of his Proceedings. Mean' 
while, as this Danger was not yet near, and as all the 
Kingdom appeared fubmiflive to his Orders, he kept- 
off the Evil^ Day, and delayed coming to any Pctcr- 
minjktion. ** * '^ ^ » \ ' 

A ^''*'* ^ However this be, the HanAorou^ Company, to 
^^ '^; engage the Affeftidns of a Prince, invefted with fuch 
Pawci;^ crc^ed a Marble Statue to him in the Mid* 
die of the Rd^al Exchange with this pompous Infcrip- 
tton on the Pedcftalc "' r ^^' 
The 7». C A^ROLQ II: Cafari Britanmc^^ Pntrim Patri^ 
Iviftm- Return Optimo^' Cimenti(fimd^ ''jiuguftiftmo^ Geheris bu^ 
' ' ' tnani Deticits^ Utriufque Fcttuna^ViSiori^ -Pacts Europa 
j4rbiiro^ Maris Domino & Vindicf^ ^ocietas Mercatorum 
jtdvintur. jfnglia, qua per CCCC jam' pf^pe yf»naS 
Regid Benigflitate fior€t^ Fiiki intemeratity' Gratitudinh 

Micrna^ hoc Teftim6nitim VenerabundapefiHi^^ Anno 

fal. Humans. MDCtXXXIV. '^ , ^ ... 

,($84.5. t Almoft t^.e whole Month of January of the new 

ih^'Ktn^ Year 1685 wasfpcntin prpfeniting Delinquents, -ei-' 

4H!^lHtt. thcr againft the King or the Duke cfterk^ or in re* 

ceivina^ the Surrender tA Charters from Corparaiions 

yho had nor yet fen t them in, or in granting^ new 

ones on &iQh Qonditions as the Court apprDyed. h 
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\ may well be imagined that the(e Conditions brongbc 16841. 
i no Prejudice to the. Power wich which the King had 
[ inveft<d himfelf. All Coniplaintsi were fupprefied, 
I and the whole Kingdom was entirely ^educed to Obe- 
jj dience, the City of London not excepted, which had 
jc ?Jway$ been rcfraftory againft abfolute Poiwer- 
j{ The King now finding himfelf in the full Enjoyment /» » iemi 
jj of his Wilhcs, was willing to dp a popular Aft, and ^*'f "*? 
n accordingly put out a Declaration drawn up by Dn ^y^ corL^ 
jj; Spraty in which he affedionateiy tha^H^d his Subje£bs rations j»r 
f for the great Confidence they ha4 rcpofcd in him, i^'f^^reni 
; chiefly for their fo Ireely refigning their local Immu< J'^/^/^f^^^^ 
j3 nicies and Charters into his Hands, left the Abufe of 
J any of them fhould hereafter prove dangerous to the 
j; juft Prerogatives of the Crown. This he declared his 
1 Efteem of, as th^ Peculiar Honour of his Reign, being* 
jl fuch as aone of the moft popular of all his Roya} Pre-; 
I deceflbrs could ever have hoped for. Wherefore he 
^j (bought himfelf mere than ordinarily obliged to con - 
^ ^inue, a& he had hitherto begun, to fhew the greateft 
Moderation and Benignity, in the Exercife of fo great 
a Truft : Refolving upon this Occafion to convince 
/j the higheft Preten4ers to the CommcMi We^l, that as 
j the Crown was the firft Original^ fo it was ftill the fu- 
'r ircft Guardian of all the People's lawful Rights and 
Privileges^ 

Nqrwithftandiftg all this it is pretended, that Yit.^^.firp$s 
kad laid a Projed for altering the whole Meafures q^ V^^^ ^^^' 
his Government, That he dengned to recall the Suke ^* 
of Mdnmoutb^ to fend the Duke of Tofh beyond , 
^a, and call a Free Parha^ienc. This feems to have 
been, founded on fome PafTages in the Duke of Mon^ 
171W/J&V ^jQJpket-Boofc, fcized with his Perfon in the 
following Reign, "^e are further told, that the h# dUs. 
^ King had intiroated, that tf he lived but a Month 
tonger, he ^ould find^a Way to mak^ himfelf eafy 
'. for thq reft of his Li^ * But he lived not long e- 
\ "" nougii 

i • Of this Re|w; Scheme BMrne/gires tbisAcconnt. There was at 

^s Time a liew Scheme formed, that very probably would have 
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X6B5. notsgh to execute this Dcfign, dying the fixth of Fe^ 

bruary. Fifty-four Years of Age, and Twenty-five 

Cnce his Reftoration. The Caufe of his Death being 

differently rejjorted, fome thinking it.natural, others 

violent, I believe it beft to tranfcribe from Dr. ff^el- 

woodthis^ feenbingly, moft impartial Accaunt of it- 

Bxtf^s^ ' ^Mt is confelTedi few Princes come to dye a fudden 

w i"^^^ ** Death, but the World is apt to attribute it to foul 

uP^n^ilfs ** ^^*y icfpecially if attended with unufu^l Circum- 

?^^>^. " fiances in the Time and manner of it. 

V King Charles had a healthful Conftitution beyond 
^^ moftMen, and took great Care to preferve it, by 
•* Diet and Exerci/e, which naturally promifea long 
M Life : And it was more extraordinary. to ifeefuch a 
" Man die before Threefcpre, thain aiwthcr in the 
** Bloom of Youth. . . - 

- ♦* Now,.if he died by a BaturalDeath* it b agreed 
" by all, that it jnuft have been 'an Apopi^xy. 1 This 
'^ Difcafe feizes all the vital Faculties at once 5 and 
'^ yet for the moft Part, does not only give ibme 
!* fhort Warnings of its. Approach^ by unafual Af- 
^^ fedtions of the Head, but maqy Timei isioccafioni 
^* ed by fome evident preceeding Caufe. . 

** In KiLg Ci^i^rif j's Cafe, there appeared .tio vifiblc 
^* Caufe, either near or remote^ to which, with any 

>' certain 

for ever broken tbeKing and the Dake — r-? — ?• It was laid at the 
Lady Partfntoutbi, BurilUm, Lor4 SunderUnd. and Lord G^dol* 
phin \Ycrc in it. The Duke of Monmouth C^me o»er fectcrly- And 
though be did not fee the King, yet he went back very welSpleafcd 

with his Journey The Ocfign was to begin wiih the fending 

the Duke of Yo^k to Seotiand « ' ' - The King fpoke ta the 
Duke concerning his goitjg to ^fa//A»/i : And he anfwered. there 
was no Occaljon font. Upon which the King replied, .that ei- 
ther ths Dpke n)u(l go, or that he himfelf would go thither -— — 
The King was obferved ro be colder and more relerved to the Duke 
than ordinary. But what was under all this, was ftill a deep Slccrer. 
Lord H%llif4x was let intp no Part of ir. \ He complaiotd in Coun- 
cil sgainfl Lprd Kochedtir, that there were many Razures in the 
Books of the Treafury, and moved the King togbto thcTreafury 
Chamber. So the King named the next Monday, And Mr. Mnj 
was lent for from Windfor^ to come to Courr that Day, which ix 
was expedlcd would j^fove a critical Day. And it proved fo in- 
deed, though in a different Way j the King being taken ill in tlij 
mean yvjiile. p. 606. - .* . 
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i <^ certam Reafon^ hid DijGpgfe: could borafcribed i and 1684-5* 
k •* the. Forc-rupnecs of it wpre rather to be found in 
i '^ the Stomach and Bowds, than in the Head. , 

I *':Fof affer he waS'^ B^d, he was ovcxhpard to, 
I *^ groan ipolt of the . JNigbt : And both ?Hen,. and. 
[i * ' next Morning, before .1^ Ml into the i^f/, he coniT, 
t ' ^' plainlB^ firft of a beav.^ Opp);driGmi. in bis Sfomachv 
♦* and about his Heart, .and after^^ds of a. Iharp* 
** Pain in ihofe Parts 5 .^H which Syn?pco!ps«had but 
*^ little R^ation to an yf/fl^<?^3r/^^ .^^ . , 

** That Morning there, appcarec^to-^v^ry. Body a-. 
•* bouc himi a Gbafilinefs. apd Palenefs in his Looks : 
•' And when he fate down to be fhayed, juft bcforc> 
^* tbeK/ teiiikhim, he could not, fit ^raighx^.ashe u-, 
*-* fed to do, butcontinucd in aftoopiqgPoftjire,witli 
^* his Hand ypon^his Stomach,, untill the Fit came, 

*f After h« had been brought out of it, by opening. 
^^ a VetQ, he complained of a Racking t^ain in hia. 
^^ StQnatach, and of no Indifpofition any where clfe ;. 
** And during the whole Time of his Sickncls, and b^ 
* ^ r even when he fcenqed moft JnfenfiWp, he was obfer v*, 
•' edto h^ his Hand, for thp moft P^t, upon his Sto^ 
" mach, in a moaning iPofture, .and conynijed fb until 
♦' hiftDeMh : And. fq violent was the Pain^, that whea 
•^ ail Hopes were gone, the Phyficions were deOred 
♦* to ufe all their Art to procure him an eafy Death* 

'f So' much for the Diftemper itfclf.. There re-i 
*' maipB fomc Things tp \fQ. taken Notice of, that fell 
•* out before and after.his Death, 

** A few Days before he was taken ^ill. King Charles. 
<^ being in Company whq'e the prefent Poftur.e of Af-. 
** fairs Was difcourted of,, there efcaped ' fome. warnv 
^* Expreffions, abpqt the.uneafy Circumftances hewaa 
*^ plunged into, and the illMeafures had been ^iven 
^* him-3- And how in a <xrt^ir» 'particular Affair, Jic 
•* was* pleafe4 to mention, He had leendbufed \ adding 
** with a^l, in, fome Pafl5pn> fbat if ,k^ Jived hut a^ 
^* Month ^limgeKi b^ 'ft;qu!d fin4 ^ ^f^y fo make himfelj^ 
^^ ^^fh f^^: ^^ ^^f^ Pf^hl^^ ^This Palfage was whif- 
ff Pi9:c^. Abroad ncxpiJay-^ and the Rumour of ret 
• u • ,^ calling 
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ji69^'S' ^^ calling the Diuke of Monmoutb^ and ieiidiiig away 
«* the Duke of Xork^ cane to take Air about the 
^* fame Time. In4eed, all Things were making rear 
f * dy to put tlie latter inExecutipn ; and their is Rea- 
«< fon to believe the King had intimated is much to 
<* the Duke himfelf ; for fome of his richeft Fumi- 
<« ture was put up, and his chi^ Servants ordered to. 
«< be in a Readinels tot attend thei^ Mafter upon an 
" Hour's Warning J and Yatthra were waiting, tQ 
** tranfport fome rerfon of Qaality^ wit^iout mcnti- 
** oning who it was, oi whether bound. 

** The Rotnijb Pa«y that managed about Court, 
*• were obferyed to be more than ordinary diligent and 
^« bufy up and dowi;^ WTbitebali and St. y««i^i*$, as if 
** fome very important Affair ^as i*^ Agitation j and 
** a new and uciufual Concern ws^s to be feen on their 
** Countenances. Nor was it any Wonder ; for in this, 
^* fufpcfted Cbang<^, they were' like to, bip the only 
*« Lofcrs, and at! thcii; teeming Hope$ were in a fair 
^* Way to be difappointcd. How far th^ Principles of 
" fome of that Party might leave them at Liberty to 
«* pu(h on their Revenge for thisdefigned Affront, as 
•* well as to prevent the Blow that threatened* them, 
•* though without the Privity, much k& th^ Confenc 
•* of the puke of Tark^ is left to the Re^r t^ judge. 

*• There was a Foreign Minifter^ that ibmc^ Days 
^^ before the King fell ill, ordered his St^ard to buy 
** a confiderahle Parcel of black Cloth, which fcrve* 
** him and his Retinue afterwards for Moi^cning : And 
♦^ the late Ambaffador, Don Pedro Ronquillo^ made it 
*• no Secret, that he had a; Letter from Flanders the 
•* Week before King Charles died, that took Notice 
** of his Death, as the News there. But both thefe 
*• might fall put by mecr Accident. 

*' There remain two Things more that dcferve fome 
<* Confideration in this Matter. When hj^ Body was 
** opened, there was not fuIHcient Time given for 
<* taking an exadb Obfervation 6f his Stomach^ and 
" Bowels ; which, ottc would think,' ought chiefly 
** to have been done, confidcring the vk)Icnt Pains 
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f ** be had there : And when a certain Phyfician fccm- 1644-5. 

t\ ♦* cd to be more Inquifitive than ordinary about the 

p «* Condition of thofe Parts, he was taken afidc and 

jit ** reproved for his needlefs Curiojity. In the next 

ff */ Place, his Body ftunk fo extremely within a few 

f? ^' Hours after his Death, notwithftanding the Cold- 

♦> nefs of the Seafon, that the People about hini were 
^ " very much offended with the Smell : Which is a 
I •* Thing very Extraordinary, in one of his ftrong 
^ ^< and healthful Conftitution ; and is not a proper 

*• Confequent of an ApopleSlical Diftempcr. 
^ ** There was fome Weight laid upon an Accident 
J,;: *• that fell out at fTindfor fome Years before his 
.J f* Death : For the King drinking more liberally than 
j.j ^* ufual, after the Fatigue of Riding, he retired to the 
j{ *' next Room, and wrapping himfelf up in his Cloak, 

^* fell afleep upon a Couch. He was but a littleTime 
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^, ^' eome back to the Company, whfcn a Servant be- 
^* longjing to one of them, lay down upon the Couch 
♦>^ in the King's Cloak, and was found ftabbcd dead 

^ ^* with a Ponyard. Nor was it ever known how it 

^ •> happened, but the Matter hulhcd up, and no En- 

■^ f* quiry made about it. 

j^ ' •* To conclude. Dr. Sh0rt, who was a Man of 

jgi ^^ grea^t Probity and Learning, and a Roman Catbo- 

|| <*, Xickj-' made no Scruple to declare his Opinion to 

\ ^'^ fome of his intimate Friends, that he believed King 

u ** Cbarki had foul Play done him : And when he 

\ ^* came to die himfelf, expreflfed fome Sufpicion that 

; 9 %he had mtt with the fame Treatment, . for opening 

J ^* his Mind too freely in that Point. 

J ' '* Sp_ much for the Circunaftances of King Charleses 

j^ ^« Death;* that fecm to have an ill Afpedt. There 
*' are othtri^ that fcem to dcftroy all Sufpicion of 

j^. *^ Treachery in the Matter. 

^ * *' As, Firft, He had lived fo faft as might enervate, 

^ •* in a great Meafure, the natural Force of his Confti- 

. ♦* tutbn, and exhauft bi3 animal Spirits ; and there* 

1 ^ fore he might be more fubjeft to an Apoplexy ^ 

. ^* i^hkh is a PUcafe that weakens and locks up thdc 

. ^ ^ . ^ «* Spirits 
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1684^5. " Spirits frona performing theirufual Fundions. And' 
*' t;hough in his latter Years, he had given up himfelf 
*' more to Pleafurcs of Wine, thao Women ; that 
** might be rather the EfFedt of Age than of Choice. 

*' Next, It is known, he had.b?en once or twice at- 
" tacked before, with Fits tha,t much refembled thofe 
'? of which he afterwards ^ied : And yet as the man* 
«< Iter of them is told, they^ look rather to have -b^n 
<« a Convulfive Motion^ than dSiJpBplexj j feeing they 
** were attended with violent Contorfions of his Face, 
*' and Convulfions of the whole Body and Limbs. 
*^ This is the piore confirmed^ by a Paffage^ that hap- 
*' pcjied during the Heat of the Popijh Plot. -King 
*5. Charles had^fooie fecrct Matters to manage at that 
*' tinie, by the Means of ^ Rami(h Prie/l theii beyond 
** Sea, whom heprdered to be privately fent for^: And 
*' the Gentleman employed between the King and l^m 
** (from whoni I had the Story ) was direfted tobruig 
" him privately lolVhitehall. The King andthePrieft 
^ were a confiderable Time together alone in the CIo- 
•V fet, and the Gentlen^an ^wnded in the next Room : 
*.^ At laft the Prieft came out, with all the. Marks of 
^* Fright and Aftonifhment ii>- his Face ; and having 
**. recovered himfelf a little, he told the Gentleman, 
** That he had run the greateft Rifque ever Mandidi 
*' for while he was with th^ Kifig, . his Majefty was^ 
^} fuddenly furprized. with .a Fit^ accompanied with 
** violent Convul/tons of his Body, and Contorfions of 
<* his Face, which lafted for fflnje Moments i- and 
** and when he was going to call out for Help, the 
*^ king held him by Force till it was over, and then 
^* bid him not be afraid, for he had been troubled 
f « with the like before ; the Prieflb adding, what a 
^' Condition lie fhould have. been in, con^dcring his 
** kcligion in the prefent Jundurc of A flairs, if the 
^' King bad died pf that Fu^ and np Bofly in the 
^* Room with him befides himfelf. ^ • > V. \ ' 

" But leaving this Story to the Credit of the; JPriefl^ 

^* there mjght, be another. natural ^ Caufe .afEgned fof 

^ King Qbarle/s falling ipcq fuch a fU ,as ;that of 

^* wHich 
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«• which he died, whith is this ; He had for (brae 1684- $♦ 

*<^ Tirrfe'an Iffad inhis Leg, which ran fiiuch, and con- 

•* fequent>y muft have made a great Rcvulfion from 

"' his Head> upoA which acGount, rt is probable, it 

<* wistnade. A few Weeks before his Death, he had 

'* let ic be dried up, contrary to the Advice of his Phy- 

*^ ficians, who told him it would prejudice his Health. 

". Their Prognoftick was partly true in this, that their 

** came a painful Tumour upon the Place where the 

^*^ Iffue had been, which proved very obftinate, and 

«* was not thoroughly healed up when he died. 

** In fine, it is agreed on by all Hand«, that King 
<* Charles exprefled no Sufpicion of his being pojrfoned, 
** during all the time of his Sicknefs : Though it muft 
** be alio obferved, that his Fits were fo violent, that 
** he could not fpeak while they were upon him, and 
*« fliewed an Averfion to fpeaking during the Intervals. 
'' And there was not any thing to befcen, upon open- 
*« ing hisBody^ thas could reafonably be attributed to 
^« the force or Poyfon* Yet, to allow thcfe Confide- 
*• rations no more Weight than they can well bear, 
*' this muft be acknowledged, that there are Poylbnai 
** which ^ffe<5l originally the animal Spirits, and are 
** of fo fubtle a Nature, that they leave no conclu- 
** ding Marks upon the Bodies of thofe they kill." 

Let us now fee what Dr. Burnet fays upon this Sub- 
jedt, in his Hiftory of his own Times. As this Hif- 
tory is not yet tranflated, or at leaft publiflied in 
French^ I believe it will not be unacceptable to Fo- 
reigners to infert here that famous Prelate's Account 
of the Death of Charles 11. 
u " All this Winter the King looked better than he fLxtr^et^f 
*^ had done for many Years. He had an Humour ^"^^ ^!L* 
'. *'. in his Leg, which looked like the Beginning of the ^^^^ '' 
I <* Gout : So that for fome Weeks he could not walk, 
/ <« as he ufed to do generally three or four Hours 
*» a Day ii) the Park •, which he did commonly fo 
; <« faft, that as it was really anExercife to himfelf, fo 
■ ^^ it was a Trouble to all about him to hold up with 
^' him* In the State the King was in, he not being 

. " able 
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1684*5. << able to walk, fpeot miich of his Time in his La- 
^* boracory, and was running a Procefs for the fix* 
" ing of Mercury. On the firft of February^ being 
\^ a Sunday^ he eat little all Dav, . and came to Lady 
"f^ Partfmoutb at Night, and called for a Porringer of 
\^ Spoon-Meat It was made too ftrong for his Sto^ 
*^ mach ; fo he eat little of it : And he had an un^ 
^* quiet Night, tn the M ornihg one Dr. Xing a Fhy- 
^' fician and a Chymtft, came, as he had been order* 
^^ ed, to wait on him. All the King's Difcourfe to 
** him was fo broken, that he could not underftand 
*^ what he meant* And the Doftor concluded, that 
*^ he was under Ibme great Diforder, either in hb 
^' Mind, or in hb Body. The Dodor amated at this, 
^^ went out, and meeting with hord PeUrboroukh^ he 
^' faid, the King was in a ftrange Humour, tor. he 
«' did not fpeak one Word of Seofe. Lord Peterh- 
^* rou^ defired he Would go in ^ain to the Bed- 
'^^ chambo*, which he did. And he was fcarce come 
^^ in, when the King, Who feemed all the while to 
^^ be in ff reat Confufion, fell down all on a fudden in 
^* a Fit like an Apoplexy : He looked black, and 
<* his Eyes turned in h» Head. The PhyficiaD^ 
^^ who had formerly been an eminent Surgeon, faid^ 
^' it was impolCble to fare the King's Life^ if one 
^^ Minute was loft : He would rather venture on the 
*' Rigour^t>f the Law, than leave the King to pe- 
«< riih ; dnd fo he let hiifl Blood. Though the Kii^ 
•' came out of that Fit, yet the Effc& of it ftill 
** hung upon him, fo that he was much oppreflTcd. 
•' And the Phyficians did very much apprehend the 
«' Recura of anothcrFit, and that it would carry hini 
** off : So they looked on him as a dead Man. The 
<* Bifhop of London fpoke a little to him to difpofe 
** him to prepare for whatever might be before him 1 
•• to which the King anfwcred not a Word. But 
«* that was imputed partly to the Bi(hop*s cold way 
*« of fpeaking, and partly to the ill Opinion thtf 
^^ had of him at Court, as too bufy inOppofition to 
" Popery. S,ancroft made a very weighty Exfaortari- 
3 " on 
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^' on to him i in which he ufed a good Degree of 1684-5* 

** Freedom, which he faid was Ncce0ary, iince he 

** was going to be judged by one who was no Re- 

** fpedler of Perfons. To him the Kirtg made no 

^* Anfwer neither J nor yet to Kefij though the molt 

I ^* in Favour with him oit all the Bifhops. Some im- 

j. ^* puted this to an Infenfibility, of which too vifible 

I *' an Inftance appeared^ fince the Lady P^r/;W«/A fat 

^ *' in the Bed, taking Care of him as a Wife of a Huf- 

^ ^^ band. Others gueifed truer ; that it would ap* 

1 *^ pear h^ Was of another Religion. On Tburfday a 

, ** feccJnd Fit returned. And then the Phyficiant 

^' *^ told the iDuke, that the King was not like to live 

k« a Day to anEnd* 
1 ♦* The Duke immediately ordered Hudlefton, the 
^ *^ Pried that had a great Hand in faVing the King 
*' at fFoneJler Fightf ( for which he Was excepted 
I ^' out of ail feVere A&s that were made againft 
^^ Priefts) to be brought to the Lodgings under the 
[ ^^ Bed-chamber : And, when he was told what wasi: 
f •• to be done, he was in great Confufion, for he 
^ ^^ had no Hojlie about him. But he went to another 
^, *' Prieft that lived in the Court, who gave him the 
*^ ** Pix with an Hojlie in it, But that poor Prieft 
*' was fo frighted^ that he ran out of Jf^iteball in 
^* itich hafte, that he ftruck againft a Poft^ and 
^ ** feemed to be in a Fit of Madncfs with Fear. As 
^ ** foon as fiuMefion had prepared every Thing that 
** was rtcceffaryi the Duke whifpered the King in 
** the Ear, upon that the King ordered that all who 
J* ** were in the Bed-chamber fhould withdraw, cx- 
*■' ** cept the Earls of Bath and Fever /ham ; and the 
t, ** Door was double locked. The Company was 
' *' kept out half an Hour : Only Lord Feverjbam 
I ** opened the Door once, and called for a Glafs of 
•; *• Water, Cardinal Howard told me at Rome^ that 
*^ Hudl^on according to the Relation that he fent 
*' thither, made the King go through fome Ads of 
[ •* Contrition, and, after fuch a Confcffion as he could 
^^ ♦* then make, he gave him Ab&lution and the other 
f\ ,. ' ' •« Sacraments 



i^ 



V«« The 'Hifimry d/- E ii g t a *r d. Vol XIV. 

1684.5. «« Sacraments. The Ho/lie (t\jck in his Throat : And 
•* that tvas the Occafibrt of calling for a Glafs of 
. *• Water. He alfo gave him extfeam Unftion. All 
*• muft have been performfcd very fupefficiaUy, fince 
** it was fo fobn ended, ^ut the King (eemed to be 
" at great Eafe upon it. It was given oiit, that 
** the King faid to HudMefton^ that he had faved 
^ him twice, firft his Qody and now his Soul ; atfid 
•* that he asked him, iJF he wotild have him declare 
•« himfelf to be of their Church. But it feems he 
** was prepared for this, and fo diverted the King 
^ from ic ; and faid, he cook it upon him to fatisf y 
^ the World in that particular. But though by the 
^ Principlesbf all Religions whatfocver, he ought to 
** have obliged him to make open Profcffion of his 
*' Religion ; yet, it feems, the Confequcnces of that 
*^ were apprehended ; for without Doubt, that poor 
" Prieft afted by the Dircdtions that were given him. 
*^ The Company was fuffered to come in. And the 
" King went through the Agonies of Death, with a 
" Calm and a Conftancy, that amazed all who were 
*' about him, and knew how he had lived. This 
* made fome conclude, that he had made a Will, 
** and that his Quiet was the EfFeft of that. Ken 
•' applied himfelf much to the awakening the King*s 
** Confcience. He fpokc with a great Elevation, 
" both of Thdught and E^preffion, like a Man in- 
** fpired, as thofe who were prefent told me. He 
** refumed the Matter often, and pronounced many 
•• Ihort Ejaculations and Prayers, which aflTc&ed all 
" that were prefent, except him that was the moft 
** concerned, who feemed to take no Notice of him» 
•* and made no Anfwers to him. He prcffed the 
" King fix or feven Times to receive the Sacra- 
" ment ; but the King always declined it, faying, he 
^' was very weak. A Table with the Elements upon 
*' it, ready to be confecrated, was brought into the 
" Room, which occafioned a Report to be then 
*^ fpread about, that he had received it. Ken pref- 
•* fed him to declare that he defircd it, and that he 
4- ' «* died 
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i ** died in the Communion of the Church of England. 16845^ 

I ** To that he anrwered Nothing. Ken asked him if 

i ** he defired Abfolution of his Sins. It feems the 

J •« King, if he theti thought any thing at all, thought 

, ** that would do him no Hurt. So /&»pronounced 

-; ** it over him : For which be was blamed, fmce the 

^ ** King cxptefled ho Scnfe, or Sorrow for his paft 

. ** Life, nor any Purpofc of Amendtnent. It was 

u * * thought to be a Proftitution X)f the Peace of the 

J *•* Church, to give it to one, who, after a Life led a$ 

J *• the King's had been, feemed to harden himfelf a- 

j *' gaihft every Thing that could be Taid to him. Ken 

•*^ was alfo cenfurcd for another Piece of Indecency : 

J ** H^ prefented the Duke of Richmond^ Lady Port/- 

** mQuib's Son, to be bleffed by the King. Upon 

*' this, fome that were in the Room cried out, the 

[ ** King was their common vFather. And upon that 

** all kneeled down for hfs Bleffing, which he gave 

** them. The King fuffcred much inwardly, and faid, 

** he was burnt up Mjithin -, of which he complained 

** often, but with great Decency, He faid once, he 

** hoped he ihould climb up to Heaven's Gates, which 

^* wis the only Word favouring of Religion that he 

•* was heard to fpeak. 

*' He gathered all his Strength to fpeak his Jaft 
«' Words to the Duke, to which every one hearken^ 
** ed with great Attention. He exprefled his Kind- 
*' ncfs to him, and that he now delivered all over td 
«* him with great Joy. He recommended Lady 
** Portfmoutb over and over again to him. He faid, 
•* he had always loved her, and he loved her to the 
*^ laft ; and befought the Duke, in as melting Words 
** as he could fetch out, to be very kind to her and 
** to her Son. He recommended his other Children 
** to him : And concluded, let not poor ^<?//)>ftarve, 
*• that was Mrs. Gwjn. But he faid toothing of the 
^ Queen, nor any cnie Word of his People, or of 
•* his Servants; Nor did he fpeak one Word of Re* 
/* ligion, or c6nccrning the 1 aymdit of his Debts; 
<^ though he left bcbmd him about 90^0 Guineas; 
Vol. XIV. B b ** whicU 
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1684-^. «« which he had gathered either out of the Privy- 
f * Purfe, or out of the Money that was fent him 
.** from France^ or by other Methods, and which- he 
:** had kept fo fecrecly that no Pcrfon whatfocvcr 
*' knew any thing of it. 

. "He cpntinued in the Agony until Friday at Eleven 
?* a-Clock, being the 6th of February 1684-5 j and 
*' then dyed in the Fifty ^fourth Year of his Age, 
** after he had reigned, if we reckon from his Fa- 
f* ther's Death, Thirty -fix Years and eight Days 5 or 
M if we reckon from his Reftpration, Twenty-four 
«' Years, eight Months, and nine Days. There were 
*' many very apparent Sufpicions of his being poifo* 
?' ned : For though the firft ^ccefs looked like an A- 
*' poplexy, yet it was plain in the Progrefs of it, that 
^'^ it was no Apoplexy* When his Body was opened, 
f the Phyficians who viewed it were, as it were, led 
y by thofe, who might fufpefit the Truth, to look 
** upon the Parts that were certainly found. But 
** hoih Lower ^ ^nd Needham^ two famous Phyficians, 
i^ told me,, they plainly difcerned two or three blue 
i*^ Spots on the Out-fide of the Stomach. Needham 
y called twice to have it opened, but the Surgeons 
*' feemed not to hear him. And when he moved it 
f\ a fecohd Time, he, as he told me, heard Lower 
i' fay to one who flood next him, Needb^m will undo 
** us, calling thus to have the Stomach opened ; for 
V be may fee they will not doit. They were diverted 
*' to look to fomewhat elfe : And when they return- 
'* ed to look upon the Stomach, it was carried away : 
;' So it . was neyfcr viewed, Le Fevre a French Phy fi- 
*' cian, told me, he faw a Blacknefs in the Shoulder : 
** Upon w'hich he made^n Inpifion, and faw it was 
*' all mortifitd. Shorty another Phyfician, who was 
** a Papiji.^ but after a Form of his own, did very 
" tnuch fufpeft^fQul Dealing. .And he talked more 
1' freely of i't, than any of the Protejlants durft do 
ft at^thb? Timer . But he was not long after taken 
f* fu^denly ill, upon a large Draught of Worm wood- 
J' Wire wjiiffb.h? had drunk in the Houfe of a Pa- 
.... ..V • ^ , , . . tl Pfi 
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f *« pi/h Patient that lived near the STower who had ^^^45* ] 
r. ** fentforhim: Upon this he dyed, and, ashefaid 
t ** to Lower ^ MiUington^ and fome other Phyficians, 
t ^^ he believed that he himfelf was poifonedfor his ha- 

** ^^^ fpoken fo freely of the King's Death. 
5 ** The Kiqg's Body was indecently neglefted ; fome 
ji ** Parts of his lawards, and fome Pieces of the Fat, 
\\ •* were left in the Water in which they were waflied : 
i ** All which were fo carelefsly looked after, that the 
\i ^* Water being poured out of a (cullery Hole, that 
^ ** went to a Drain, in the Mouth of which a Grate lay, 
itf ** thefe were feen lying on the Grate m^ny Days after. 
ff ** His Funeral was very niean. He did not lie in State ; 
I; ** no Mournings were given : Andxhe Expence of it 
I ** was not equal to what an ordinary Nobleman's Fu- 
•^ ** ncral will rife to. Many upon this faid, that he 
i •* defcrved better of his Brother, than to be thus un- 
,^i ** gratefully treated in Ceremonies that are publick, 
^^ and make an Impreflion on thofe that fee them, 
i *' and who will make fevere Obfervations and Infc- 
{{ *' rencesuport fuch Omiflions. - 

ij •^ But iincel have mentioned th6 Sufpicions of 
ij •« -Poyfon as the Caufeof his Deaths I muft add, ^. 
t ** that I never heard ^ny lay thofe Siifpicions on his 
; *^ Brother. But his.dying fo critically, as it were in 
[: ** the Minute in which he feemed to begin a Turn of 
; ** Affairs, made it. to be generally the more be- 
5- «* lieved, and that the Papifts had done it, either by 
. ** the Means of fome of Lady Portfmoutb's Servants^ 
I ^^ or, z» fome fancied, by poyfoned Snuff: For fo 
fc ** m^ny of the fmall Veins of the Brain were burflr, 
i «* that the Brain w^s in great Diforder, and no Judge- 
1 ^^ ment could be made concerning it. To this I 
, ** fhall add a very furprizing Story, that I had in No^ 
; *« vember 1709, from Mr. Henl'j of Hampjhire. He 
^ •* toM me, that, when the Dutchefs of Portfmoutb 
f* canae over to England in 1699, he heard, that fhe 
«* talked as if King Charles had been poifoned 5 
«* which he defiring to have from her own Mouth, 
•* ihe gave him this Account of it. She was always 
Y^Quim. "" Bb 2 rprcffing 
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1684.5. «« preffing the King to make both himfclf and hb 
** People cafy, and to cOmc to a full Agreement 
*' with his Parliament: And he was come to a 6nal 
" Refolution of fending away his Brother,^ and of 
^^ calling a Parliament ; which was to have been eze- 
<« cutcd the next Day after he fell into that Fit of 
** which he died. She was put upon the Secret, and 
**- (poke of it to no Perfdn alive but to her Confcflbr : 
" But the Confcflbr, fhe believed, told it fofiic, 
^' who feeing what was t6 follow, took that wicked 
** Courfe to prevent it. Having this from fo wor- 
" thy a Perfon, as I have fct it dowh without adding 
^' the leaft Gircumftance jto it, I thbught it too im- 
** portant not to be mentioned in this Hiftory. It 
** difcovers both theKnaVery of Confeflbrs, and the 
** Prafticcs of Papifts fo evidently, that there is no 
** need of making any further Reneftions on it/* 

Oihif Tsr* Thcfc two Relations of the Death of King CbafUs 11^ 
ti€uUn agree in the principal Circumftanccs, particularly in 
Ji# Dt!i/A ^^^ Sufpicion that was entertained of his being poy* 
pf Kinf foned. Sundry other Accounts have been given of 
Qurleill.his Death, in which are Circumftances not to be met 
with here, and fcvcral others omitted which are here 
related. It is faid that at the Perfuafion of^ Bifhop 
Ken the King at laft refolyed to difmifs the Di^cheis 
of Porifmouihy and that fending for the Queen he 
asked her Forgivenefs of the Wrong he had done 
her. It is added, that he had the Satisfaction to lee 
himfelf heartily forgiven by the Quecn< This di* 
redly contradicts Dr. Burnetts Account of the Dutch- 
efs of Portfmoutb^ and her Behaviour in the King's . 
Jaft lUnefs* Some have faid that Huddlefton was not 
brought to the King till he had loft all Senfe, and chat 
he received the Sacrament of extreme UnStion w;ithout 
giving any Sign either of his Approbation or Rcfufal. 
Ic is pretended that he advifed the Duke his Bro- 
ther not to think of introducing Popery into Ettgland^ [ 
bccaufe he looked on it as altogether imprafticablc, . 
Laftiy, fome have barely faid that the Phyficiam* , 

and 
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and Surgeons infpeding the Body difcovered no Mark ^^Hs- 
of Poifon, and they have entirely omitted the Par* 
ticulars of the Stomach given in the foregoing Re- 
lations, . though they make no Scruple of owning the 
Sufpicion of the King's being poyfoned ; but they 
would have this jSpfpicion to be fpread and counte- 
nanced folely by the Enemies pf th^ DuHc of Tork 
i and pf the Papijis. 

It is agreed on all Hands, that no body had the Rrm4rib, 

; Boldnels to accufe the puke of Tork of poyfoning 

I his Brother. But it is not tob<? concluded from thence 

i that no Body believed it. Thofe who might have en-» 

tertaincd this Sufpicion, would nqt have ventured up- 

. on a Danger fo great as th;it pf accufing the Sue- 

; ccflbr, witl^put being in a Capacity to prove it, The 

[ J^apifts in general are accufed, but this in fo loofe and 

' uncertain a Manner, that no one knows where to 

apply it vj^hen it is removed from the Duke of Tork 

i their Head. Befides, one fees that the Infpeftion of 

; the dead Body was managed in a proper Way to dif- 

: fipate all Sufpicipns of Poyfon ; but who direfted the 

j jWiyficians or Surgeons is a Secret, at leaft the Brother 

of the Deceafed docs not appear xsx have concerned 

himfelf much in this Infpcdion, though the Sufpicions; 

of Poyfon were very violent, Thefe things leave 

this Matter very much in the Dark, which gives 

every Man room to judge as he plcafes. Thus much 

%9 pertain, there is no explicit Proof that King 

Cba^rtes II was poyfoned, or if there was, the Au- ^ 

cjiors of his Death remain hitherto concealed. 

It is by no Means furprizing that Hiftorians or o- ^ ^infdrk 
%hcT% agree nqt ii^ their Character of Charles II, when J?i '^^- 
ic is confidercd that he was the Head and Proteftor^/ CM« 
0/ one pf the two Parties, and the Perfecutorof -the II. 
other. This tnuft have neceflarily produced a Di-' 
verfity of Charafters as giyen by Tories or Whigs. 
•When we read iniipediately one after another the 
^yritcrs of the two Partie;i who. have /poken of this' 
iRrince in general, or given hijs Charaftcr^ we are al- 
DO^ inclined tP. think that they, fpeak of two dif- 
r ^ • . B b 3 ' • ^r^ni 
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1684 J. fercnt Kings of the fame Name. The one by fcve- 
ral Omiffions endeavour to hide every thing that was 
bad in his Charaftcr, or if they fpeak of it, it is very 
fuccinftly, and always with iome Addition or Infi- , 
nuation tending to juftify his Conduft and Failings. 
The others dwell chiefly upon what will blacken his 
Chara£ker, and rejf>refent him as afting by the worft 
Motives, and upon Principles direftly oppofite to 
the Welfare of his Kingdom. If thcfe Writers take 
any notice of his good Qualities, it is only to make 
him more faulty, and co demonftrate that he finned 
not through Ignorance, but with Premeditation. 
Whatever Side I follow in giving the Character of 
this Prince, I cannot avoid Blame frome one or the 
other Party : If I attempt to give it my felf, I fliall 
gain but little by fupporting my Teftimony upon 
the Credit of one of the other Parties. Neverthelefs, 
as the Reader doubtlefs expefts to know fomething 
more of the Charafter of this King than he could 
have from the general Hiftory of his Reign, I chufe 
to give him what is left us by Dr. Burnet on this 
Subjcft in the Hiftory of his own Times. I own 
that this Charafter taken all together appears to me 
the moft refembling King Charles II, and the moft 
agreeable to the Hiftory of his Life. I could wifh 
neverthelefs that this illuftrious Prelate had omitted, . 
or at leafl: foftened fome of his Strokes, which appear 
to me a licde over-charged, and feem to difcover fome 
Pailion in the Author. However that be, he con- 
cludes the Hiftory of this Prince in the following 
Manner: 

'.•/' .;' ..* ThuS lived and died Kihg Charles tht Second. 
' i;^-H^<wastbe/greateft Inftance in Hiftory of the va- 

* rjfbus Revolutions of which any one Man feemed 

* capiblr*' . He was bred up the Twelve firft Years 
*. .of his»»L;ifowith the Splendour that became the Heir 

* .pf»fo great' A^Crown. After that he pafTed through 

* J^igbt^n yicars: in great Inequalities, unhappy in 
J* thetWjir; jnlth? Lofs of his Father, iin* of the 

J . jt ' ' • Crown 
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Crown of Etigland. Scotland did not only receive »<584 j. 
him, though upon Terms hard of Digeftion, but 
made an Attempt upon England for him, though a 
feeble one. He loft the Battle of Worcejler with 
too much Indifference : and then he Ihewed more 
Care of his Perfon, than became one, who had fo 
much at Stake. He wandered about England for. 
Ten Weeks after that, hiding from Place to Place., 
But under all the Opprcflions he had then upon 
him, he (hewed a Temper fo carelcfs and fo much 
turned to Levity, that he was then diverting him- . 
felfwith little houfehold Sports, in as unconcerned a. 
Manner as if he had fuffered no Lofs, and had been . 1 

in no Danger at all. He got at laft out of Eng- 
land. But he had been obliged to fo many, wha> 
had been faithful to him and careful of him, that he ^ 
feemed afterwards to refolve to make an equal Re- , 
turn to them all. And finding it not eafy to re-, 
ward them all as they deferved, he forgot them all . 
alike. Moft Princes feem to have this pretty deep . 
in them ; and to think they ought never to remem- . 
bcr paft Services, but that their Acceptance of 
them is a full Reward. He, of all in our Age, . 
exerted this Piece of Prerogative in the ampleft 
Manner : For he never feemed to charge his Me- > 
mory, or to trouble his Thoughts with the Senfe 
of any of the Services that had been done him. 
While he was abroad at Paris^ Colen^ or Bruffels^ 
he never feemed to lay any thing to Heart, He 
purfued all his Diverfions and irregular Pleafures 
in a free Carreer •,. and feemed to be as ferene under 
the Lofs of a Crown, as the greateft Philpfopher 
could have been. Nor did hewillingjy hearken to 
any of thofe Projefts, with which he often corn-* , 
plained that his Chancellor perfccuted him. That . 
in which he feemed moft concernjed was, to find . 
Money for fupporting his Experice. And! it was 
often faid, that if Cromwell would have compound- 
ed the Matter, and have given him a good roun4 . 
j^enfion^ that he might have been induced to re- 
B b 4 t %« 
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4684.5. € fjgn his Title to him. During hia Exile he dch* 
« vcrcd himfclf fo entirely up to hia Pleafurcs, that he 
« became incapable of Applioition. He fpent little 

* 6f his Time in Reading, Or Study, and yet lefs in 

* Thinking. And in the State his Affairs were then 

* in, he accuftomed himfelf to fay to every Perfon, 

* and upon all Occafions, that which he thought 

* would plcafe moft : io that Words or Promifes 

* went very eafily from him. A^nd he had fo ill an 
^ Opinion of Mankind, t))ac he thought the great 

"* Art of Living and Governing was, to manage all 

* Things and all Pcrfons with a Depth of Craft and 

* Diflimulation. And in that, few Men in the World 
^ could pur on the Appearances of Sincerity better 

* than he could : Under which fo much Artifice was 

* ufually hid, that in Conclufion he could deceive 

* none, for all Were become miftruftful of him. He 

* had great Vices, but fcarce any Virtues 16 correA 

* them : He had in him fome Vices that were lefs 

* hurtful, which cprrcfted his more hurtful ones. He 

* was, during the adive Part of his Life, given up 

* to Sloth and Lcwdncfs to fuch a Degree, that he 

* hated Bufincfs, and could not bear the engaging in 

* any thing that gi^vc him much Trouble,, or put him 

* under any Conftraint. And though he dcfired to 

* become abfolute, and to overturn both our Rclif 

* gion ^d our Lfiws, yet he would neither run the 

* Risk, nor givf himfeltthe Trouble, ^Kvch fo great 

* a Dcfign required. He had an Appearance of Gen* 

* tlenefs in his outward. Deportment : but he feemcd 

* to have no Bowels nor Tendcrnefs in his Nature : 

* and in the End of his Life he became Cruel. He 

* was apt to forgive ajl Crimes, even Blood itfelf : 

* Yet he never forgave any thing thl< was done againft 

* himfclf, ai&er his firft and general Ad of Indem* 

* nity, which wa<«f to be reckoned as rather done up* 

* on Maxjm^ of State, than Inclinations of Mercy. 

* He delivered himfelf up to a moft ?normoii5 

* Courfe of Vice, without any fort^of Rejlrainr, 

* ts^ii from the Confideratipn of the n^^st^..M^' 

• tions} 
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i < tions ; the moft ftudied. extravagancies that way '^^-J* 

,i ^ fcemcd to the ,very laft to be much delighted in^ 

a * aftd purfued by him. He had the Art of making 

I! * all People grow fond of him at firft, by aSoftneft 

n * in his whole way of Converfation, as he was cer- 

k ^ tainly the bcft bred Man of the Age. But when 

k ^ it appeared how little could be built on his Promife, 

m * they were cured of the Fondnefs that he was apt 

01 * to raife in them. "When he faw young Men of 

ff * Quality, who had fomething more than ordin^iry in 

f < them, he drew them about him, and fet himfelf to 

jRi * corrupt them both in Religion and Morality ; in 

I * which he proved fo unhappily fuccefsful, that he 

If * left England much changed at his Death, from what 

Q* ^ he had found it at his Reftoration. He loved to 

Is * talk over all the Stories of his Life to every new 

* Man that came about him. His Stay in Scotland^ 
I * and the Share he had in the War of Paris, in car- 
! f Tying MeiTages from the one Side to the other, 
ji • Were his common Topicks. He went over thele 
5 * in a very graceful Manner ; but fo often, ana fo 
I * copioufly, that all tho^fc who had been long accuf- 
j i * tomedto them grew wctty of them : And when he 
; ^ entered on thofe Stories, they lifually withdrew : So 
i' * that he often began them in a full "Audience, and 
I . 'before he had done, there were not above four or 

* five left about him ; which drew a fevcrc Jcft 
J * from Willfnot Earl of Rjocbejlen He faid. He 
\ ^ wondered to fee a Man have fo good a Memory^ as to 
I f repeat the fame Story without loftng the leafi Circum- 

* fiance, and yet not remember that be bad told it to the 
[. f fame Perfons the very Day hefjore. This made him 

* fond of Strangers ; for they hearkened to all his 
f often-repeated Stories, and went away as in a Rap- 
? ture, at fuch uncommon Condefcenxion in a King, 

* His Perfon and Temper, his Vices as well as his ' 

* Fortune, refemble the Charafter that we have ' 

* given us oi Tiberius fo muchj that it' were eafy to ' 

* draw the Parallel between them. Tiberius'^ Banifli- 
f meot^ and bis coming afterwards to Reign, makes 

J * the 
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1684-5. * the Comparifon in that rcfpcd come pretty near, 

* His Hating of Bufinefs, and his Love of Pleafures \ 
\ his Raifing of Favourites, and Trufting them entire- 
<* ly, and his Pulling them down, and Hating them 

* cxccffively ; his Art of covering deep Defigns, 

* particularly of Revenge, with an Appearance of 
*,Softncfs, beings them fo near a Likencfs, that I 

* did not wonder much to obferve the Refemblancc 

* of their Face and Perfon. At Rof?ie I faw one of 
^ * the laft Statues made for Ttberius after he had Joft 

' his Teeth. But, bating the Alteration which that 

* made, it was fo like King Charles^ that Prince 

* Borghefe and Signior Dominko to whom it belonged, 

* did agree with me in thinking that it looked like a 

* Statue made for him, 

' Few things ever went near his Heart ; the Duke 

* of Gloucefter^^ Death feemed to touch him much. 

* But thofe who knew him bed thought it was, be- 

* caufe he had loft him, by whom only he could have 
^ balanced the furviving Brother, whom he hated, 

* and yet embroiled all his Affairs to prefcrve the 

* Succeflion to him. 

' His ill Conduft in the firft Dutch War, and 

* thofe terrible Calamities of the Plague, and Fire of 
« London^ with that Lofs and Reproach which he 

* fuffered by the Infult at Chatham^ made all People 

* conclude there was a Curfe upon his Government. 

* His throwing the publick Hatred at that time upon 
• * Lord Clarendon was both unjuft and ungrateful. 

< And when his People had brought him out of all 

* his Difficulties, upon his ejitcring into the Tripplc- 

* Alliance, his felling that to France^ and his entering 

* on the fecond Dutch War with as little colour as he 

* had for the firft ;* his Beginning it with the At- 

* tempt on the Dutch Smyrna Fleet ; the ftiutting 

* up the Exchequer ; and his Declaration for Tole- 

* ration, which was a Step for the Introduftion of 

* Popery ; make fuch a Chain of black Adions 

* -flowing from blacker Defigns, that it amazed thofe 
' who had known all this,, to fee with what impjudcnt 

i ' - • ^ Strains 
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' * Strains of Flattery AddrelTcs were penned duriag «^84-5. 
! • his Life, and yet more grofsly after his Death. 
f * His contributing fo much towards the raifing of the 
* Grcatnefs of France^ chiefly at Sea, was fuch an 
' * Errour, that it could not flow from want of 
Thought or true Senfe. Rouvigny told me, he de- 
f * fired that all the Methods the French took in the 



I 
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Increafe and Conduft of their naval Force might 
^, * be fent him. And, he faid, he feemed to ftudy 
'^ * them with Concern and Zeal. He Ihewed what Er- 
[J * rours they committed, and how they ought to be 
' * correfted, as if he had been a Viceroy to FrancCj 
? * rather than a King that 'ought to have watched 
^ • over and prevented the Progrcfs they made, as 

* the greateft of all the Mifchiefs that could happen 
^ * to him or his People. They that judged the molt 
^ * favourably of this, thought it was done out of 

* Revenge to the Butcbj that, with the Affiftancc of 
^ * fo great a Fleet as France couid. join to his own, he 
^ * might be able to defl:roy them. But others put a 

' * worfe Conftruftion on it ; and thought, that feeing , 

* he could not quite mafl:er or deceive his ^ubjcfts 
^ * by his own Strength and Management, he was 
f' * willing to help forward the Greatnefs of ^the French 

^ at Sea, that by their Afliftance he might more cer- 
^ * tainly fubdue his own People 5 according to what 
* • was generally believed to have fallen from Lord 
' « Clifford^ ^atifthe Kingmuftbe in a Dependance^ it' 

* was better to faj it to a great and generous King, than 

* toi Five Hundred of his owninfolent SubjeSls. No pare 

* of his Charafter looked wickeder as well as meaner, 

* than that he, all the while that he was profefllng to 

* be of the Church of England^ and expreffing both 

* Zeal and Afl^eftion to it, was yet fecretly reconciled 

* to the Church of Rome : Thus mocking God, and 

* deceiving the World with fo grofs a Prevarication. 

* And his not having the Honeflry or Courage to 

* own it at lafl:: His not Ihewing any Sign of the 

* leaft Remorfe for his ill led Life, or any Tender- 
t ncfs either for his Subjedls in general, or for the 
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1684-^. « Queen and his Servants : And his Recommending 
only his Miftrefles and their Children to bis Bro- 
ther's Care, would have been a ftrange Conclu(ioi%^ 
to any other's Life, but was well enough fuited to 
all the other Parts of his. 

* The two Papers found in his Strong*Box con- 
cerning Religion, and afterwards publiihed by his 
Brother, lookedf like Study and Kcrafoning. Ten^ 
nifon told me hp faw the Origipal m Pepfs Hand, 
to whom King Ja^nes trufted thenv for fome time ; 
they were interlined in feveral PUces, And the 
Interlinings fcemed to be written in a Hand different 
from that in which ?he Papers were written. But he 
was not fo well acquainted with the King's Hand, 
as to make any Judgement in (he Matter, whether 
they were written by him or not. All th;^t Jcnewhim 
when they re^ them, did without any fort of doubt-* 
ing conclude, %hz% he never compofed them : Fon 
he never read the Scriptures, pr. laid Things toge- 
ther, further thf n to ti^rn them tp a Jeft, or for 
fome lively Exprefllon. Theft; Papers were pro- 
feably written either by Lord Brijlol^ or by Lord* 
Jubignj^ who knew the Secret of his Religion, and- 
gave him thofc Papers, as Abftrafts of fome Djf- 
courfes they had with him on thofe Heads, to keep 
him fixed to them. And it; is very probable that 
. they, apprehending their Danger, if any fuch Papers, 
had beeo found ^.bout hi^ written in their Haiid, 
might prevail with him to copy thcm^ oyt himfelf,. 
though his Lazinefs that way tpa^^.' hf eertajnly mo • 
eafy Thing to bring hin|i tpgive hinifelf io much* 
trouble. He had talked over a great Pari; pf thejji/ 
to my felf : So that as foon as I faw them I remem- 
bred his Expreflions, and perceived that he had. 
made himfelf Matter of the Argument as far as.* 
thofe Papers could carry him. But the publifning > 
them (hewed a Want of Judgement, or of Regard* 
to his Memory in thofe who did it : For the great-* 
eft Kindncfs that could be fiiewn to his Memory, 

* wou\d 
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gti * would have been to let both, his Papers and himfelf 1684-5. 
fci • be forgotten." 

Qti; , After having feen in this Character all that can be 
faid to the DifiidVant?ge of Charles II, the Reader 

g; doubtlefs will not be difpleafed to meet with a fome- 

[,, what diflfercnt Defcription of the fame Prince, drawn 

] by a* very able Hand, I mean that of the Earl of 

jj mulgrave^ who was by no' Means an Enemy to the 

jj King, or the Royal Family. He has laboured this 

jjj Charafter with all poffible Care. 1 omit a fmall In- 

|j \trodu£lion which relates pui*ely to the Author, td 

Ifl ibame at once to the Charaftef of the<King. 

ft ■ ' .' 

)^ * As to the King's Religion, ft was more Deifin than 

'' Poperj 5 which he owed more td the Livelinefi of 
his Parts, and Carelejfnefs of his Temper, than ci- 
ther to Reading, or much Cohfideration ^ for his 
Quicknefs of Apprehenfion, at firft View, could 
dnc<irn thrbugh the feveral Cheats of pious Preten- 
ces ; and his natural Ldzinefs confirmed hfm in an 
ecpizX Miftruft of them all, for fear he Ihould be 
troubled with ciitamihing t^rhich Religion was beft*^ 
If in his early ^ravels^ and late Admmiftration, he 
feemed a little biaiTed to one fort of Religion ; the 
firft is only tabe imputed to a certain Eafinefs of 
Tcihpcr, and a Coitiplaifance for that Company he 
then ^as forced to keep ; and the laft was no 
more than being tired^ which he foon was in any 
IDifflcUlty^ with thofe bold Oppofitions in Parlia- 
ment^ which made him almoft throw himfelf into' 
the Arms of a Romun^Caibolick Plrty, fo renpark-' 
able in England for their Loyalty, who embraced 
him gladly, and lulled him adeep with thofe en« 
chanting Songs of abfolute Sovereignty^ which the 
beft and wifeft of Princes are often unable to rc- 
fift. And though he engaged himfelf on that Side' 
morefu|ly9 at a Time when it is in vain, and too 
late to diilemble, we ought lefs to wonder at it, " 
than to (onfider that our very Judgements are apt** 

• to 
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1^4-5, « to grow in Time as partial as our Affeftions: And 
thus by Accident only, he became of their Opini- 
on in his fVeakneJfes^ who had fo much endeavour- 
ed always to contribute to his Power. He loved 
Eafe and ^iet ; to which his unnecefiary Wars are 
fo far from being a Contradidion, that they are 
rather a Proof ot it, fince they were made chiefly 
to comply with thofe Perfons, whofe Diflatis&Aion 
would have proved more uncafy to one of his Hu- 
mour, than all that diftant Noife of Cannon, which 
he would often liften to with a great deal of Txan- 
quillity. Beiides the great and almofl: only Plea- 
fure of Mind he appeared addidled to, was Sbip^ 
ping and Sea* Affairs \ which feemed to be fo much 
his Talent for Knowledge as well as Inclination^ that 
a War of that Kind was rather an Entertainment^ 
than suiy Difturbance to his Thoughts. If he did not 
go himfelf at the Head fo fo magnificcw: .a Fleet, 
it is only to be imputed to chat Eagernefs of Mili^ 
tary Glory in his Brother ; which under the fliew 
of a decent Care for preferving . the Royd Perfon 
from Dj^nger, cngrofled all that fort of Hoi^our to 
himfelf, with as much Jealoufy of any other's Inter- 
pofing in it, as a King of another Temper would 
have had of His^ though without Reaion \ it is 
certain, no Prince was ever more fitted txy Nature 
for his Country's Intereft than he was, in all his 
Maritime Inclinations •, which might have proved of 
fufficicnt Advantage to the Nation, if he had been 
as careful in deprelfing all fuch Improvements iff 
France^ as of advancing and encouraging our own : 
But it feems he yf^Xitt^Jealouf^ in all his Inclinati- 
ons, which leads us to confider him in his Pleajures: 
' Where he was rather Abandoned than Luxurious ; 
and like our Female Libertines, aptet to be de- 
bauched for the Satisfadion of others^ than to feek 
with Choice, where moft to pleafe hidifclf. 1 ara 
of Opinion alfo, that in his latter Time, there was 
as much of Z,^2i»^ as of Lovey iii all tfeofe Hours 
he paflcd among his Miftrcffcs j who after all, on- 
4 - t ly 
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i * ly ferved to fill up his Seraglio^ while a bewitching x(84-5[ 
\ « kind of Pleafurc, called Sauntering^ and talking 
! * without any Cofiftraint^ was the true Sultana Queen 
K * he delighted in. 

I * He Mfas furely inclined to JufticCy for nothing 
r; * elfe would have retained him fo faft to the Succen 
I \ fion of a Brother, againft a Sort, he was fo fond of, 
I \ and the Humour of a Party which he fo much fcar- 
li * ed. I ann^ willing alfo to impute to his Juftice^ 
whatever feems in fonjp Mcafure to contradict the 
[i *. general Opinion of h'ls^Glemency ; as.his fufferingal- 
j * ways the Rigour of the Law to proceed, not only 
j * againft all Higbwiay-menj but alfo feveral others, 
J * in whofe Cafes the Lawyers, according to their 
*! « wonted Cuftom, had fon:>etimes ufcd a great deal of 
^ ^ Hardjbip znA Severity. His Underftanding was quick 
J.. *' and lively, in little Thingis, and fometimes would 
fj * foar high enough in Great Ones^ but unable to keep 
H * it up .with any long Attention or Application. 
I * Witty, in all forts, of Converfation ; and telling a 
Story fo well, that not;Out of Flattery, but for . 
the Pleafure of hearing it, we ufed to feem Igno- 
. • rant of* what he had repeated to us ten Times be*' 
* fore, as a good Comedy. will bear this being often* 
\ « feen. Of a wonderful Mixture ; lofing all his 
Timct and till of late fetting his whole Heart on 
the Fair Sex, yet neither angry with Rivals, nor 
in the leaft nice as to their being beloved ; and 
while he facrificcd all Things to his Miftrefles, he 
would ufe to grudge and be uneafy at their Jofing 
' * a little of it again at Play, though never fo necel- 
\ « fary for their Diverfion : Nor would he venture 
five Pounds at T^ennts to thofc Servants, who might 
^ * obtain as many Thoufands, either before he came 
\ « thither, or as foon as he left off. Not falfe to his 
^ *. Word, but full of DiJJimulationj and very Adroit 
' * at it, yet no Man eafier to be impofed on ; for his 
' « great Dexterity was in cozening himfelf, by gain- 
^ < ing a little one way, whilft he loft ten Times as 
« much another } and by carelfing thofe Perfons 

* xnoftt 
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i^8*-f • « moft, who had deluded him the ofceneft ; and yet 

* the quickeft in the World at fpying fuch a RidU 

< culc in another. Familiar, Edjyy and Good-natu- 

* red 5 but fo)r great Offences fevere and infiexAk : 

* And in one Week's Abfence, quite forgetting 

* thofe Servants, to whofe ypaces he coiild hardly de- 
« ny any Thing. In thb midft of all his Rmifnefs^ 

< fo induftridus and iddefatigable on fonle {>articu* 
« lar Occafions, that 00 Man would either toil long« 
« er. Or be able to manage it better. 

^ He w^s fo LUferalj as to ruin his Afikirs by it ; 
^ for Want in a King of England^ curAs Things juft 

< upfide down^ iand elcpofes a Prince to his People's 

* Mercy. It did yet worfe in him, for it forced hint 
^ alfo to depeAd on his great Neighbour of France ; 

* who played the Broker ^ith him fufl^ciently in dl 

* thofe Times of Extremity^ Yet this Profufenefs q( 

* his did hot fo tmich proceed from his over-valuing 
^ thofe he favoured, as frOtn his Under-valuihg any 

* Sums of Money whith he did not fee i though he 
^ found his Errour in this ; but I muft confefs a little 

* of the lateft. He had fo natural ati Averfion to 

* all Formality^ that with as much Wit as rnoft Meii 
^ ever had, and with as Majeftick a Ntein, yet he 

* could not on Prfertieditatiph aft the Part of a King 

* for a Moment, either at Parliament, or at- Coun^ 

* cil, either in fTords or Gtfture ; which carried him 

* into the other Extream, more inconvenient of the 

* two, of letting all DiftinSion and Ceremony fall to 

* the Ground, as ufelefs and foppilh. His Temper, 

* both of Body and Mind was admirable, which 

* made him an eafy generous L&ver^ a civil oblicing' 

* Husband^ a friendly Brother^ an indulgent Father^' 

* and a good-natured Mafter. If he .had been as 
^ follicitous about improving the Faculties of his 
' Mind, as he was in the Managehient of his Bodily 

* Health; though, alas! this proved unable to 

* make his Life long. That had not failed to have 

* made it famous. He was an Illuftrious Exception of 

* all the common Rules of Phyfiogmmyt For with a 

3 * moft 
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I * moft Saturnine harfh fdrt of Countenance, he was ^iSti^Sr 
i « both^ of a Aierry and Merciful bifpofition ; and 
I « the iaft Thirty Years of his Life, as Fortunate^ 
I '^ as thofe of his Father had been difnial and tamul* 
i ^ tuous. 

\' * If his Death had ifomc Appearance of being uii- 
j « timely, it may be partly imputed to his cxtremcj 
Iff * healthy Conftitution, which made the World as 
li * much furprized at his dying before Threefcore^ as if 
^ nodiing but an ill Accident cduld have killed him. 
% ^ I would not JTay any Thinjg oil fo fad ^ Subjeft, if 
fji ^ I did not think that Silence it felf would in fuch a 
I * Cafe fignify too much ) arid therefore, as an impar- 
)i * tial Writer, I am obliged to obferve, that the moft 
f ^ knowing, and the moft difcerhing of his Phyficiaops 
i * CDoftor Short) did hot only believe him Pbifonedi 
^ ^ but thought himfeif fd too not long after, for 
\ '^ having declared his Opinion a little too boldly. But 
I ^ here I muft heeds take notice of ah unufual Piece 
ji ** of Juftice, ^hich yet all the World has almoft una- 
I ^ nimoufly agreied in ; I mean, in nQtfufpedidg^thd 
, ^ Succedb'r of the leaft Connivance in fb horrid a Vil- 
I « lahy i and perhaps thiere is hardly a. more rerharka- 
j * ble Ihftance of that Invincible Power of Truth and 
; ^ Innocence : For it is next to a Miracle, that fb un* 
^ fortunate a Prince, in the midft of all thofe Difad- 
^ vantages he lies under, flibiildbe yet cleared of this, 

* even by his greateft Enemies ; ribtwithftartding all 

* thoie Circuniftances that iifcd to give a Sul^iciori* 
^ and that extream Malice which has of late attehdea 
^ hini in all his other Ai^ibns.^ 

After thefe twb dlfFerfeht Charaftiers given of King ^ 9^^- 
Charles II, from fuch able Hands, I think faiy felfg;^;;;, 
bbliged tb draw a fort oJf Paf^Uel in Order to aflift $b$ /w# 
the Reader in the Difcbvery of the Truth. Doftor Jongomt 
JSurnet Biftibp of Salisbury was by Birth a Scotchman. ^^J^^^ 
He had beeri educated amongft the Epifcopalidns ; 
but nbtwithftanding he hid been always accufed of 
having a Tinfturc of Presbyterianifm^ which was 

Vot^XlVi Gc ever 
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1684 5. ever the Religion of his Country, when free to pur* 
fue its own Inclination, He is likewife accufcd of 
having been entirely in the fFbig-Pzny. In Ihort, 
he had no Reafon to be pleafed with cither Charles 11, 
or jfames II, and therefore the Reader ought to be 
upon his Guard againft every Thing he fays, which 
does not fquarc with the known Actions of Charles II, 
or which is exprefsly contradided by others. 

It is not difficult to difcover that the Charafter of 
Charles 11, given by the Bifhop of Salisbury is very 
much loaded. That the Painter has taken Care to 
draw all the Strokes very ftrong, which he thought 
might help to preferve a Likenefs between the Pic- 
ture and the Original, without having any Regard to 
the Reputation of this Prince* It is even eafy to 
perceive, that it is by no means improbable that he 
delivered his Sentiments with Prejudice, and that this 
Prejudice prevailed with him to credit too lightly 
whatever he had received upon Hearfay to the King's 
Difad vantage. For Inftance, what he advances, that 
Charles after the Battle of Worcejler fliowed a 
Temper fo carelefs, that he was then diverting him- 
felf with Trifles in as unconcerned a manner as if he 
had fuftained no Lofs, and had been in ho Danger at 
all, appears to me to be carried a little too far. It 
is not even probable, that the Do6tor could receive 
his Information of the King's Aft ions at that Time, 
from Eye-Witneffes. When he fays that the King 
had many Vices, and fcarce any Virtues, one. calily 
difcerns that this is the Language of Paffion and Pre- 
judice. When he fays again, that the King never 
pardoned any Offence committed againft himfelf, this 
muft needs be aggravated. For if he took a merci- 
' lefs Revenge upon the Lord Rujfely Colonel Sidney^ 
Sir Thomas Armjlrongy and fome others, yet it* can- 
not from thence be inferred that he never forgave. 
Such Expreffions excepted, which difcover fome Paf- 
fion in the Author ; the Reft oi Charles IPs Charadler 
as left us by the Bifhop is true in the main. And I 
^ am perfwaded of this from its Conformity to the Hif- 

3 tory 
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tory of his Reign, and from the Earl of MulgraVe^s 1684-5,' 
making ufe of the fame Strokes with Doftor Burnety 
to hit a Likcnefs. All the Difference betwixt thefe^ 
two Authors is, that in the Pidlure left us by the one, 
the Principal Lines are drawn in the ftrongeft Colours, 
and with great Softnings in that of the other. 

The Earl of Mulgrave^ afterwards Marquefs of 
Normanby^ and then Duke of Buckingham/hire^ was 
entirely in the 5rt?ry-Fa<Stion ; and if common Report 
may be credited, his Religion, like that of Charles II, 
was Deifm. In the Defcription he has left us of this 
Prince, he denies not the general Sufpicion of his 
being poifoncd. Dodtor Burnet fays likewifc the 
fame Thing. The Earl infifts that no Pcrfon fuf- 
pefted the Duke of Tork of the leaft Connivance in 
fo horrid a Villany. The fame is likewife to be found 
in Doftor Burnet. If the laft fays that King Charles 
Was a Paptfiy this is not denied by the firft-. He 
only afcribes his Change to two Caufes, the one the 
■ Company which he kept in his Exile, and the other 
the Oppofition which he met with from the Parlia- 
ment, which threw him into the Arms of the Papifts. 
If the firft of thefe Caufcs be true, the fecond can- 
not, fince the King was not twice a Papiji, Befides 
the Oppofitions of the Parliament were partly owing 
to a Belief that he defigned to introduce Popery. 

Doftor Burnet fays, that Charles was incapable of 
any Application. The Earl of Mulgrave fays it in 
the fame Terml The Doftor fays, that the King 
was for rendering hrmfclf abfolute. If the Earl fays 
it not in exprefs Terms, he fufficiently intimates it,^ 
by faying, Thai the Roman Caiholick Party lulled 
hl,7i ajleep ijoith the enchanttjig So'rigs of abfolute Sovereign* 
ty. The Do6lor fays, that the King was apt to for- 
give all Crimes, but never forgave any Thing that 
was done againft himfclf The Earl praifes his Cle- 
mency, and fays, he was eafy and good natured^ but in 
great Offences fevere and inflexible. This mly be the 
Doctor's Meaning expreffed in other Wprds* 

Vol. XIV. C c z The 
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1684 4* the Stories which the King pleafed himfetf with 
telling, arc met with in both Charafters. The only 
Difference is, that the Dodkor fays the Company 

?;rew tired with the Repetition of them ; and the Earl 
ays, that the Hearers were pleafed with it. But the 
Raillery of the Earl of Rocbejler turns the Balandf 
on the Side of the £)oftor. 

The Doftor fays that Charles engaged in two Wars 
againft Holland without any Colour, and the Earl 
calls thefe Wars unnecejfarj. 

The Dodlor fays, that he contributed to the rai- 
fing of the Greatnefs of France at Sea ; and the Earl 
fays, that he was riot fufficiently careful to deprefs the 
Improvements of France this way, and that here he 
wanted Jealoufy. Is not this very near the lame 
Thing ? 

In Ihort, let thefe two Charafters be compared with 
all the Exadnefs poflible, and we fliall find them ve- 
ry like,, but that the two Painters had different Views, 
and purfued different Methods. One propofcd to 
himfelf to exprefs ftrongly the Lines which might 
moft contribute to a Relemblance with the Original, 
without troubling himfelf about the Beauty of his 
Pidlure. The other without omitting thefe fame 
Lines, which could not be done, and the Likenefs 
preferved, has taken all poflible Care to foften them 
in order to hide, as much as in him lay, the Defer*- 
mities of the Original. In a Word, the one has given 
us an ugly> and the other a beautiful Likenefs. This 
doubtlefs determined the Earl to fupprefs fevcral 
Strokes of his Pencil which might have improved the 
Refernblance, but would have been prejudicial to the 
End he propofed in his Work *• 

• King Charlts II, by his fevcral Miftrcffci, had the foUowiDC 

Children. 

1. By Mrt. iMty Walters. Daughter of ttichard WkUirs EAi 
J Ames Duke ei Monmouth, beheaded on Towerhsll, Jieiy re, i68c* 
He married in 1665, 4n» Scot, Daughter of Fr4Ms%A of B#«*i 
hugb in SeotUnd, _- . 
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II. Bj Mrs. ElUthith KiWgnWf Vifcountcfs Shannonf Daughter 1684-51/ 
, pf Sir WillUm Killifrtw, Charlct-yemia- Henrietta- Maria- Fit ^r^y^ 

who died in 1684. Her Husbands were. Jama Howard, and Sir 
fVilliam Pafion^ Earl of Tar mouth, 

III. By Mrs. Catharine Peg^ Daughter of Thomas Peg Efq; 
Charles Fitx, Roy Earl of Plymouth^ commonly called Don Carlos^ 

'born 1658, killed 0^«^#r 17. 1680, at Tangier. He married Brid- 
get Daughter of Sir Thomas Oskorni Dqke of Uids^ who married 
afterwards Dr. Bifsf the late Bifiiop of Hereford. 

IV. By Mrs Barbara Villiers, Heirefs of William Vifcount 
Grandifin in Ireland, and Wife of Roger Palmer £ar( of Caftle- 
main^ created Lady Nonfuch, Countefs of . Southampton, and 
Outchefs of Cleveland^ who died in 1709, he had Three Sons, 
and Three Daughters, r. Charles Fitz-Roy, born 161^2, created 
in 1675;, ^uke of Southampton, and after his Mother's Death Duke 
of Cleveland. His Wives were Afary Daughter ot Sir Henry 
Wfiod, and Alia Daughter of Six William Poultnej. 2. Henry Fitx,^ 
Roy Duke of Grafton, born September io» i663> and killed O^0^«r 
5», 169O9 at the Siege of Cor^ in Ireland. His Wife was ifabelU 
Daughter of Henry Rennet Earl of Arlington^ married after his 
Death to Sir Thomas Hanmer Bart* y George Fit:^Roy Duke of 
Northumberland, bom December 20< 166^* who died July 8^ 1716^ 
without ChildrcUr 4. AnnFitf^-Roy bojn February 29, \66i, mar- 
ried in 1674, to Thomas Lennard Earl of sujfex, 5. CharyUtteFitz,* 
Royt born September 5, 1664, rmniei February 29^ 1676-7, to Sir 
Edward Henry Lee Earl of H^ichfield. 6, Barbara bori\ July 1 6|^ 
1672, who became a Nun at Pontoifi in France. 

V. By Mrs. Eleanor Gwin. f. Charles BeaueUrtk Duke of St. 
Albans, bom May 8, 1670, who married Diana Vert, elded 
Daughter and Co-heirefs of Aubrey d$ Vert, the 20th and laft Earl 
of Oxford. 2. James Beautlerk born Deamter 25, 1671. He died . 
in 1680, in France. 

VI. By Louife de §iuerouaille Dutchefs of Portfmouth, Charles 
ljin$s Duke of Richmond and Lenox, born July 2y, 1672, who 
died May 27, 1 723. His Wife was Ann, etdeit Daughter of Francii 
Lord BrudeneL 

VII. By Mrs, Mary Davis, Mary Tudor, born 0£Uber 16, 167}, 
married in Auguft i687» to Francis Lord RatclifE^x\ of Darwtn^^ 
wstgr- 



the End of the Reign £/* Charles H. 
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I H E two Parties or Fa£i:ians which 
divide England^ have been long talk- 
ed of, but it is only of late Years^ 
that all Europey in a Manner, is 
inggged in their Quarrel. Before the 
laft Peace Foreigners, for the moft Part, looked 
upon th? Differences between Whig and Tory^ 
as Things ipcrely fpeculativc, and which no Way 
afFeded theqi. If any feemed to take a little 
more Notice qf them, it was folely on Account 
pf th^ Diverfity of the Opinions of the two 
Parties, conceirning the Hierarchy or Govern- 
inent pf the Church. To this was confined the 
Idea, which moft Private Foreigners formed 
pf the Engiifb Diviflons. I hy^ "Private Fo^- 
reigners j fo| Princes and their Minifters >,well 
i^ncw wh^it Influence they might have in the 

poluical 
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political Affairs of Europey as the one or the 
other Fadion prevailed in the Court or Parlia- 
ment of England ^ but as for the Body of the 
People, it may be faid that in general, they 
knew nothing of the Confcqucnce of them. , 

The Peace of Utrecht has opened the Eyes of 
Multitudes, who have clearly difcovered that it 
flowed from the late Revolution in the Court of 
Englandy when the JVhigs were turned out to 
make Room for the Tories. As all Europe was 
engaged in the War, and confequently interefted 
in the Peace which put an End to it 5 thofc who 
only talked of the Englijb Divifions before, as 
of Things foreign aud indifferent to them, arc 
nowr but too fenfiblc of what Confequence they 
arc to a great many States. From that Time 
this Matter has been debated and argued upon 
in private Converfation, with more Eagernefs 
and Heat. In iTiort, the grcatcft Part of JFo- 
rcigners, are become Whigs or Tories^ accord- 
ing as they have obfcrved a Conformity, or 
Oppofition between the Principles of thofe Par- 
tics and their own Interefts. Though Whigs and 
Tories equally profefs the Vroteftant Rettgion, 
though their Differences fcem not much to con- 
cern either Troteftants or Roman Catholicksy it 
has Dcverthelcfs fo fallen out, that the latter 
have declared for the Tories ^ and the Former for 
the Whigs. The Reafon of this their Proceed- 
ing is obvious i namely, That the one confide- 
red the Tories as Men who were labouring to 
fct a Zealous Topifh Prince on the Throne of 
Emglandj whilft the others believed that the Pre* 
fcrvation of the Trotejtant Religion was the folc 
Aim of the Whigs. There is yet another Mo- 
tive^ 
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•tlve \vhich has drawn Foreigners into the Mca- 
^ furcs of one or other of the Parties, and it is, 
■ their Inclination to France^ or their Fear of the 
' ambitious Defigns of that Crown upon the Liber- 
tics of Europe. In this Rcfpc£t the Partizans of 
^ Prance are Tories j and her Enemies Whigs. E- 
^ very one therefore has made his Choice, with- 
^ out giving himfelf much trouble about the main 
^ Points that divide the two Faftions. This Con- 
^ du£t in Foreigners is the lefs furprizing, fince in 
^ England it felf, Numbers arc Whigs and Tories^ 
^ without having a diftinft Notion of the Party 
1 they have embraced. 

It is very ftrange, that no Perfon hitherto has 
' taken the Pains to give the Publick a full Ac- 
• count of thefe two Faftions 5 who, according 
\ as the one or the other is Uppermoft in Eng^ 
5 landy are in a Capacity to influence the moft 
i important Affairs of Europe. It is true, we have 
^ Tranflations of Numbers of Englijb Books, or 
tzthci Libels y upon this Subjed. But it is not 
\ from thefe Sources that we are to draw our 
I Knowledge of the true State of the two Parties. 
t Thefe Writings are published by Whigs or To- 
{ rieSy and confequently by very lufpicious Authors. 
Accordingly, there is not one of them which 
\ docs not carry evident Marks of the Partiality 
of its Author. It iis therefore from Foreign Pens, 
that wc are to expe£t the mod impartial Infor- 
mations upon this Subjed $ though to fpeak the 
Truth, Foreigners are generally either but little 
acquainted with the Matter, or biaffed to onebf 
the Fa^ions. Keverthelefs the Author of this 
piiTcrtation, though a Foreigner, thinks himfelf 
qualified to give the Publick a more extenfive 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge of the two Parties, than moft Pco^ 
pic have hitherto had. He rcflded a long Time 
in England^ and for fomc Years applied himfclf 
carefully to the Study of the Englijb Hiftory. 
Befides, he is attached by no Tics of either In- 
clination or Intcrcft to one or other Party, and 
is now in a Country where no Hopes or Fears 
from either are capable to fway him. His Im- 
partiality will evidently appear in the Diflertation 
It felf : To give his Reader a diftinft Knowledge 
of the two Faftions, the Author was ncceffa- 
rily obliged' to defcend to n^any Particulars of 
the Engiijb Hiftory, without which their Rife 
jind Progrcfs cpuld never have been clearly ex- 
plained. If the Englijb think t his Differtation 
defeaivp in fome Points and too large in others, 
they are dcfired to confider that it was not drawn 
up for their Ufe : Ths^t the Author's Aim was to 
(Confine himfelf fo gcnipral Notions 5 in a Word, 
that the Things which pafs for common and well- 
known in England^ arc Myfteries Abroad, and 
require a full Explication. 

Some Perfons may perhaps wonder that an 
Author who was bom under a Government 
purely monarchical, Ihould in fome Places de- 
liver himfclf \x\ a Manner to incline his Readers 
to think that he approves not of fuch a Govern- 
ment. To obviate this Sufpicion, he defires his 
Readers to confider that he could not fpeaic per- 
tinently to his Subjcd, • without afluhaing an 
Englijb Spirit, and conforming himfclf to the 
Principles which are fo common in England. 
It is thus only that he thought himfelf capable 
of difcovering the Strength' and Weaknefs of 
the two Partiips. AH his Reafonings are £pundcd 
4 ^ • P|K)^ 



The Authors PREFACE. 

upon this Principle of the Solidity of whicfi he 
is thoroughly fatisfied j That every private y^r- 
fon is in Conjcienee obliged quietly to fubmit t$ 
the Government eftabli^ed in the Country where 
he was born^ or Trovidence has placed him. 
Wherefore it is his Opinion that all fccrct Pr^ic- 
tlces> all Cabals, all means tending diredly or in- 
diredly to the Diflfolution of fuch Government, 
are fo many Crimes for which the Authors are 
refponftble to God and their Gdvernours. 
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A 

DISSERTATION 

O N T H E 

ORIGIN 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT 

OF 

ENGLAND, Sec. 

H E Government of England is of 
a particular Kind, there being none 
like it now in aril the World. It is 
neverthelefs the fame which was 
formerly eftablilhed through all the 
Kingdoms of Europe^ formed out 
of the Ruins of the Roman Empire. 
The prefent Difference betwixt England^ and othef 
States in this Refpeft, is owing to this, that the £»- 
^iijh have prefer ved the Form of their Government 

ever 
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ever lince their fettling in Great Britain ; whereas in 
other Nations it has been cither loft by Degrees, 
or extremely altered. This Government, which has 
fo long fubfifted in this Ifland, appears in fome Re- ' 
/peAs to be Monarchical, in others. Republican ; 
whilft indeed, properly fpeaking, it is neither the 
one nor the other. It cannot be called purely Mo- 
narchical, becaufe the Nobility and the People have 
a joint Power with the King in the Legiflature ; nor 
can the King lay any Tax upon the People, without 
their own Confent. Neither is it Republican, becaufe 
there is a King in whofe Hands the Sovereign Au- 
thority is lodged, who difpofes as he pleafes of all 
Places and Dignities Ecclefiaftical, Civil, or Military ; 
and has alone the Power of making Peace or War, 
without any Neceffity of confulring his Subjcfts. It 
would be therefore a vain Attempt to pretend to 
defcribe this Government by the ufual Names of Mo^ 
narcbjy Arijiocracj^ Democracj^ which agree not with 
it. It is a mixed Government differing from thofe 
juft mentioned, though partaking of the Nature of 
all three. The Prerogatives of the Sovereign, and 
the Privileges of the Nobles and People, are fo tem- 
pered together, that they mutually fupport one ano- 
ther. At the fame Time each of the three Powers, 
concerned in the Legiflature, may throw infuperable 
Obftacles in the Way of one or both the others, 
fhould they attempt to render themfelves indepen- 
dent. In fhort, it is very near the fame Form of Go- 
vernment, which the Saxons introduced into Germany^ 
the Francs into Gaul^ the Vifigoths into Spain^ the 
OJirogoths^ and after them the Lombards into Italy. 
Thefe fame Northern Nations brought this Govern- 
ment into the mofl: Southern Parts of Europe in their 
Eftablifliments there, and Eredions of new States up- 
on the Ruin of the Roman Empire. 

Should it be asked how long this Government has 
been in England^ I flicfuld not fcruple to date it from 
the Time that^ the Anglo-Saxons finifhed the Con- 
queft of that Part of Gr&at Britain, which their 

D^ifcendunts 
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Defcendants poflefs to this Day. It is true, i 
Doubt may arife whether the Commons in the Time 
of the Anglo-Saxons fat in Parliament ; and I confeli 
this Point is hard to be determined. But however 
that be, when England was divided into feven King- 
dotns, Englifl) and l^axon^ each of thefe had its King 
and Parliament; This laft was called the fFittenc^ 
Gemot i or the Affembly, of fFifemen ; and there was a 
General onci of the like Nature, which fat upon 
the common Affairs of the whole tieptarcbj. This 
fame Form of Government fubfifted when the feven 
Kingdoms were reduced td one,, and fQrnied the 
fame State. The Fields of Mars [ March ] Or o^ M&i^ 
called afterwards the States-Generdl in France^, the 
Cortes in Spaing and probably the Diets of the Germn 
Empire, are the Remains of this antient Form of 
Government^ introduced by the i^r/i>#r/r Nations, 
where ever they made their Eftabiifliments. 

fVilliam Duke of Normandy^ firnamcd the kafiari 
or Conqueror^ having fubdued England in the Year 
1066, became abfolute, andfet up a Defpotick Powers 
though in all likelihood he preferved ftill the Shadow 
of a Parliament. To fccure bis Conqueft he tranlplant- 
ed Abundance of Norman^ French^ Breton^ and Jngerin 
Families, enriching them with Lands, of which he 
inceffantly difpofleffed the Englifi. Thefe tranfplant- 
cd Families, multiplied greatly in a fhort Space, and 
became in the End {o powerful as to make Head 
againft their Sovereigns, Succeffors of the Conqueror. 
At firft indeed they boafted of their entire Depcn- 
dance upon the King from whofe Hands they had 
received fuch Marks of Bounty. Their Intereft re- 
quired a Support of that Power by which they held 
all their Englifh Pofleflions. But when once firmly 
fettled, they began to dread that the Regal Power, 
which had inriched them, might with the fame Eafe 
ftrip them of their Eftates, if the King fhould fo 
pleafc. This moved them to wiih the Refettlenient 
of the Government upon the Foot, it flood in the 
Times of the Saxon Kings, This was the only Means 
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to avoid the Inconveniences of Dcfpotifm, ( which 
mighty in Time to come, turn as much to thdir Pre- 
judice, as it had been to their Advantage)), and t<% 
perpetuate the Poflelfion of their Lands. ^ What at 
firft was only a bare Wifh, imxhediately rofe iritd 
Hopo, and afterward* efefted it fclf Into Law by 
Ways which I am going to unfold. To place thefe 
Things in their full Light* a large t)etaiJ of the 
Englijb Hiftory would be neceflary^ and a particular 
Enumeration of all the Caufes which have contributed 
to pur the Nobility, and afterwards the whole Body 
of the People, in Poflefllon of a Right, which they 
were abfolute Strangers to, under the firft Norman 
Kings. But as this Detail would lead me too far, 
I^lhall content my felf with a fliort Abridgement 
with Relation to the Subjefi: in Hand. 

fFilliam (be Conquerour^ in the Year 1087, by his 
Death left the Kingdom^ o( England to his fecond 
Son JVillidm^ Crnamed Rufus^ in Prejudice of Robert 
his elddl Son, who had only Norrnarjdy for his Share 
* of his Father's Dominions. Robert made Yome At- 
tempts to difpoflefs his brother of a Cfown^ which 
he'belicved of Right belonged to him. But Rufus 
iJefeated them by his AcJ^refs, engaging ai well the 
Normans z^ the Englifh jn his Intcrelts,* with Promi- 
fes of re-eftablifliing the Government upon its anti- 
ent Bafu, and of reviving the Saxon Laws^ He 
knew that both Parties were paffionately dcfirous of 
this. And here, by the Normans^ I mean the Fo- 
reigners lately fettled in England. This Promifc of 
Rufus was therefore the firft Foundation of their 
Pretenfionsu I fay the firft, for the Normans had no 
Right CO clen>andi)f dfae King what lie was gracioufly 
j)lcafed to promife Them, and the conquered Englijh * 
had as little to limit the Power of their Conqueror^ 
It is tru«, the Engli/b might ground their Pretenfions 
upon fome general Promifes made them by IVilHam 
the Conqueror^ when he received their firft Homages^ 
But this Prince never intended thefe Promile^ for ^ 

Vqu XIV. D d J<^ua^ 
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Foundation for then^ to ereft a Right upon. Accord- 
ingly he always treated England as a conquered Na- 
tion. However that be, Rufus kept his Word with 
n^i^cher Normans nor Englijb, 

Upon his Death f/^«ry I, his Younger Brother, af- 
cended the Throne in the Year iiooin Prejudice 
of his eldeft Brother Robert ft ill alive. To fecurc his 
tJfurpation he purfucd the Steps of his Predeccffor 
Rufus. He promifed the Re-eftabli(hmcnt of the an- 
tient Government, and confirmed his Promife by a 
formal Charier^ but performed it no better than his 
Brother. Neverthelefs the Rights of the Subjedt re- 
ceived Strength from thefe Promifes, though lamely 
executed. 

Henry I, dying, Maud his Daughter, Widow of 
the Emperour Henry V, and then Wife to Jeffery 
Plant agenet Earl of Anjou ought to have mounted the 
Throne ; but was defeated of her Right by Stephen 
ir^^. Earl of Boulogne^ Son of the Conqueror's eldeft 
Daughter. He bound himfelf more ftrongly than htt 
two PredccefTors to the Recftablifliment of the Saxon 
Laws, but in all Appearance with as little Intention 
to perform his Engagements. At lafl: the great Mens 
obferving rhe Pretexts he made Ufe of to evade his 
Promifes, harraffed him with a War which lafted the 
greateft: Part of his Reign. In the Beginning, they 
called into England the Emprefs Maudy and her Son 
Henry^ whom fhe had by the Earl of Anpu ; and 
the War ended at laft in a Treaty, which fecurcd the 
Succeffion of the Crown to Henry after the Dcmife 
of Stephen^ who had then Male IfTue. 

Stephen dying in 1154 was fucceeded by Henry II. 
During his Reign, and that of his eldeft Son Richard I^ 
there were no Contefts between the King and the Ba^ 
rons, for fo the great Men of the Kingdom were then 
called. But very confiderable DifputeS arofe in the 
Reign of King Jobny firnamed Lackland^ Brother 
and SucceflTor of Richard I. An unhappy Difference 
between this Prince and the Court of Rome^ having 

Con- 
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conftrained hfm to do Homage t6 Pope Innocent tit 
for his Kingdom, and bind himfelf to pay him Tri- 
bute, this dilhonourable Step, added to many other 
Caufes, loft him the Eftecm and AfFeftion of all 
hisSubjedb. The Barons laying' hold of fo favoura- 
ble a Conjunfture, prefentcd to him the Charter of 
Henry I, which had never been executed, andrcfolvcd 
to wrcft the Confirmation from him by Force* John 
at firft rejeded it^ith a great deal of Haughtinefs, 
but at laft compelled by his own Weaknefe, and the 
united Oppofition of almoft all the Barons^ he was 
obliged to comply, and accordingly granted them a 
Charier^ much more ample and advantagious to the 
Sabjed, than Henry the Firjl\ and what was called 
Magna Cbartay or the Charter of Liberties. By this 
Charter, drawn as the Barons pleafed, the King's 
Power was fo curbed, that it was in a Manner re- 
duced to its Condition under the Saxon Kings before 
the Conqueft. This Charter has been ever fince the 
principal Bafe and Foundation of the Subjedts Rights 
and Liberties. I (hall not here pretend po decide a 
Queftion fo much above my Capacity, viz. whe- 
ther this Foundation is fufficiently folid. Let it fuf- 
ficc to remark in few Words, by what Means a Con- 
ceflion feemingly fo defcdive in its Origin, feeing it 
was evidently extorted by Force, changed, as I may 
fay, its Nature by the Rcfolution of the EngUJh^ and 
acquired an indifputable Authority, though it might • 
have been contefted at firft ! To this End, we muft fee 
what paflTcd afterwards with Refpcft to this Charter. 

King John who had figned it, willing afterwards 
to revoke it, drew upon himfelf frefli Misfortunes, 
which lafted as long as he lived. The Barons refolv* 
ing to adhere to their Charter, took at laft the de- 
fberate Rcfolution to call in to their Affiftance, 
iewis Son of Philip Auguftus King of Trance^ and 
to put him in BQfftflion of all or the greateft Part 
of the Kingdom.^^fli/J died while the War was de- 
pending, deprived by a foreign Prinze, or rather his 
own Subjedts, and left his Quarrel to a Child of only 

Vol. XIV. D d a ten 
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ten Years of Age, little capable to fupport it Soofjle 
Lords, who had remained faithful to the late Kisg, 
confticuted Che Earl of Pembroke Regent, during the 
Minority of the yotfng Prince, who was recognized 
**"^- by his few Adherents i)y the Name of Henry IIL 

Shortly after Affairs took a new Turn by diepra-* 
dent Conduct of the Regent, who finding the Bk- 
rons obftinate in Defence of their Charter, proroiied 
a pofitive Confirmation and Execution of the fame. 
This AfTurance won them all from Lewis^ who thus 
deferted, was obliged to return to France. 

Henry III was no fooner out of Kis Minority than 
he repealed Magna Charts^ and thought of ; reign- 
ing uncontrbulcd. But as he had not a Capacity equal 
to the Wdsht of fo great an Undertaking, hk long 
Reign of firty fix Years was one continued Scene of 
Troubles on Account of this Magna Charts. He 
' was frequently forced to confirm it, and as ^en he 
brojce through all his Oaths and Engagements. Ac 
lad the^^rons4bok Arms under the 0>ndu&of the 
Earl of Leicefter^ Son of t1^e famoiis Simn M^fori 
General of the Crufade agaipft the AMgenfes '^l * "The 
King had the Mortification to lofe a Battle, and to 
fee himfclf, his Brdthcr the King of tht Romans^ znd 
his Son Prince £^/«ri in the Hands of the Earl of 
Leicefter^ who obliged them to fwiear that they would 
never oppofe the Execution of Magna Cbaria. The 
4Earl of Leicefter governed fomeTime in the Name 
of the King his Prifoner. It is pretended that the 
'Commons were firft received into Parliament during 
his Adminiftracion* But without flaying to difcuu 
To knotty a Queftion, I fhall content my fdf-with re- 
marking that at leaft the Right of the CoMnons re- 
♦mains uncoriteftid from the End of this Reign. 

prince Ed-ward^ Sort of Henry III, having^ happily 

•made his Efcfape from the. Earl of Leicejietj gained 

, a Battle in which that Earljoft his Lile* The Vic- 

" ' toiy 

« He was a younger Sod oT Simon d$ Montfirt, and was dnwa 
into EngUnd by Henry III, whofe Sifter he mauled* 
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tory like wife rcftored the King to his Liberty, who 
i made an Ufe of it little agreeable to the Oath he had 
\ beeii obliged to take. But his Rieign and Life were 
j but of ihort Continuance after the JRecovery of his 
i Liberty. Though the Baron's Party was extremely 
i weakened by the laft ViQory, neverthelefs Edward I, 
1 who fucceeded his Father //f«ry III, voluntarily con- 117:^. 

firmed Magna Cbartai However Tome Steps taken 
\ by him afterwards, difcovercd a Defign of revoking 
1 i% I but the Barons putdn^ themfelves in Motion* 
( obliged him to retreat, and confirm it a fecond 

Tim?r 
! Edward 11^ his Son and Succe0br, wasdepofedby 1307. 
I thcFarliamenti for aimingat an ablblute Power con- 
I tnty to Magna Cbarta. 

Edward III, Son and Succeflbr of this unfortunate 1317. 
Prince, confirmed it ten Times during the Courfe of 
. Ilia Reign, which the Viflories obtained by Himfclf 
and his Son the Prince of Wales^ over France^ ren- 
dered extremely glorious. 

Richard II, Grandfon and Succeflbr to Edward II|, 1377. 
wa% folf mnly depofed for having violated in many 
^0 feft^n^resTsthe P^riyiJcdges of the Peopl^i founded on 
MagnfQj^arta.y '^ 

s Henry X^y who had made Ufc of tbgt Pretence to ijpg, 
^dechr^a(e^ Richard U^ and put himfclf in his Place, 
made fome Attempts to diminifli the Prerogatives of 
the Parliament ; biitpulhed not very far the Execu- 
tion of this Prqjeft* 

Henry V, his Son and Succeflbr, maintained the 1413^ 
Parlianient in all it$ Rtghu;^ and left the Priviledges 
#f his SubjeAs umouchedNat ^is Death. His Reign 
was one contmued Series of Vij^ories, and happy 
Succefles a^ainft France. He died in 1422. 
; From tiai Time the<5overnment of England re- 
snalaed fo well fettled, imd fo firm upon its Bafis, I 
jnean the Prerogative! of the King and the Priviledgei 
of tbt Parliament, that lor near t;wo hundred Years, 
not one Kins appears to have had any Ipteniioo to 
snake (h? kalt Attinipt to ihake itt The Policy of 
5? 4 3 fucceed-^ 
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fucceeding Kings, turned wholly upon governing 
their Parliaments by fecret Intrigues, without difco- 
vering any Defire of an Alteration in the eftablifli* 
ed Conilitucion. True it is, thiat fome Kings, as 
Henry VIII, have ruled according to their own Wills^ 
but this without any Prejudice to the Priviledges of 
Parliament. On the contrary, by fupporting the 
Parliament in its Rights^ they have had the Addreis 
to render it compliant to their own Purpofes. This» 
by the Bye, is the bcft, and perhaps, th^ only Way 
for a King to make himfelf at once powerful and 
. cjify. ^ 

After fo long a Continuance of che fame Forfn c€ 

Government, and fo interrupted a Pofiefljpn of tbQ 

, Priviledges of Adag^a Cbarta, the People of England 

were fo accuftomed to it, that it feemed impoffible 

to ma^e any Alteration without throwing (he King* 

dom into Confufion. Nay, it feemed next to im* 

poflible that any King Ihould ever think of attempt 

tifig a Thing fo hazardous that.hi^ Crown muft be ia 

t)anger, as had been the Cafe of fome. former Kings^ 

In fpiteof all this^ James l^ Succcflbr to Queen 

1603. Elizabeth J was not wanting to run fome Lengths in 

this dangerous Race, by his Attempts to diminilh the 

power and Priviledges of Parliament. It was by the 

pernicious Counfels of the Duke of Buckingham^ his 

Favourite, th^t he engaged in this .Defign, which 

probably would have ended unluckily for hipi, had 

not Peath fnatched him ^way bef<jre he hjd made too 

clear a Pifcovery of his Inteption. ; This Puk^ of 

Bufkinghajn ought to be <;Qji6dered a^^thc firft Authof 

of the Troubles, which have fQ long infcfted ^«g* 

land^ and continue to infeft it, to thisDay,- 

It was under the Reigo of Chrles Ij Son and Suc- 
^effor ofjames^ that the Projeft to render the K^ing 
abfolute, and independent pf^ the Laws was p^^ibed 
wjch Vigour, and fjvery SaU, a$ it were ftt»; to go 
en the fafter. The Dukp of Buckmgbam^ JFavouritc 
to Charles I, as he had beca to h»s Father, filjed h« 
llcad wUh Maxims dircftJy tfontrary to the eftabliftci 

Gpverqmcn^ 
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Government, and fo was the Caufe of his Ruin. 
That Lord being aflaffinated, the Defign was purfq- 
cd by CbarUs^ which had been fet on Foot by the 
deoeafcd Favourite. He had taken it into his Head 
that the Nation might be governed without Parlia* 
ments, or at leaft that Parliaments, were only the 
Toob of the Sovereign to f urnifh him with Money. 
He had diflblved three in the four firft Years of 
^ his Reign, and even fignified his Intention of calling 
I no more. Twelve Years paffed without one Parlia- 
' inent fummoned, during which the King levied 
Taxes at. Pleafurc upon his Subjects, on one Pre- 
tence or other, and by his Condudl difcovered a 
' DeCgn of Reigning in an arbitrary Manner. Un- 
happily for him, he took too near his Perfon and 
' Council, two Men feafoned with the fame Maxims, 
I who puflied him ftill further down the Precipice, 
i Thcfe were William Laud Archbifliop of Canlerbury^ 

and Thomas Wentwortb Earl of Strafford. 

» While this Prince had no Difficulties to ftruggle 

i with Abroad, he enjoyed his ufurped Power with 

i fdnie Tranquillity, but not without the open Mur- 

f murings of the People, Neverthelefs no Perfon ap- 

i peared hardy enough to oppofe a Torrent which 

t came on with fuch Fury. At laft the Archbifhop 

of Canterbury having advifed him to put the finilh- 

ing Hand to the Rcftoration of the Scotch Hierarchy^ 

\ and Introduftion of the Englijb Liturgy ; he fol- 

i lowed the pernicious Counfel, which neverthelefs he 

I could not execute, without engaging himfelf in an 

open War with his antient Kingdom of Scotland. 

\ He levied Armies, and kept them in pay by Taxes . 1639. 

( which he himfelf had impofed. Money failing him 

after the firft Campaign, he at laft fummoned a ^^r.1640. 
( Parliament, which he diffolved a few Days after, 
! for the fame Reafons that he had diifolved the three 
I former, and continued his arbitrary Impofitipns as 
! before. But the King was not long ignorant that 
the Continuation of his Power depended upon the. 
happy Succcf$ of his Arms. The People fcrved Hm 

P d 4 with 
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tvith Regret, The Lords on divers Pretences with- 
drew from Court: The Validity of his Orders, by Vir- 
tue whereof his Impofitions were levied, were con- 
tcfted in Town and Country. In fliort, the King 
faw his Subjeifts every where ready to defcrt him, 
on the firft Occafion. 

This fell out fooncr than he could have imagined. 
His Army having received a Check, and the Scots 
furprizcd Newcajue:, the King faw himfelf under a 
Neceffity of finding Means to drive them out of 
England^ whereas he had entertained Hopes of be- 
coming abfplute Mafter of Scotland. Bur, far from 
mcetins with a Pifpofition in his EngKJh Subjects 
to aflift him, he faw them on the contrary p]eafed 
with his DifgraCe, which they confidered as an Oc- 
cafion put into their Hands for the Recovery of 
their Priviledges, Ih this Neceflity he fummoned the 
Peers to meet at Tofk^ in Order to advifc with them 
upon whfat was ptopcr to be done. Their Opinion 
was unanitppus, that the only Way to extricate him- 
felf put;Qf thi pi^i&fcni: Difficulty, was to call ai Par- 
liament! He tfen was 'fpnifiblc, that an Intertral o\ 
fifteen Years was not capable to efface, put of the 
Minds of the Englijh^ the Memory pf their Parlia- 
mentft, which they loojc'ed upon as the moft fufc 
Support of their Liberties- Nevertheleft he wa3 
under a Sort of Neceflity of following the Advice 
pf the Peers, and of conveentng a Parliament *• 

The DiCpofition pf the People towards the King, 
inclined them to fend only fuch Rcprefentativcs is 
were noted for Ability, Courage, and the nioft finn 
' Attachtncnt tp the Priviledges of the Siibjeft. The 
Parliament affembled with no prefent Intention of 
^driving the 5r?/j out of the Kingdom, as the King 
bad hoped, but thought it incumbent upon thern, be- . 
ifore iPl Things, tofecure the Liberties pfthc Nation 

• For tbc 13th bi Sovimher i6ao, before the Peers met, te 
^ had learoed ihcy would be for calliDg a fatliamcat; ^iS fo, f» 
his own&€dit> propofed it %fl^ 
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by fetting Bounds to the illegal Authority, which 
the King had for fifteen Years afiumed. This Re- 
fblution once declared, caufed all the People to 
fide with the Parliament. From this Time the King 
had fo few Adherents, that he faw himlelf unable 
to rcfift the Torrent. The only Refuge left him, 
"WSLS to comply with hit. Parliament, and tcipaftal. 
niofl: every Bill brought in for a Check upon his 
Authority. He hoped from this Condefccnfipn to 
convince his Subjects of bis iincere Intention to re- 
turn into the old Road, which evil Counfels had 
made him quit, and perhaps he was in earncft ; but 
he couJd gain no Belief. On the contrary, it was 
^he general Perfuafion that meer Neceffity obliged 
him to Meafures fo oppofite to thpfe he had before 
ipurfued. Wherefore the mutual Confidence, fo ne- 
ceflary between the King and his People, being loft, 
the Parliament no longer depended upon the Faith 
^f a Prince, whom they believed they had fuch juft 
Grounds todiftruft. They thf^efore -applied them* 

- If Ives heartily to fecure the Liberties of.the Subjed 
'from any future In vafiort. In Purfuit of this Pefign, 
"riiey were not fatisfied with obtaining the King's 

' -Confent to A£ls which . redticed the Royal Power 
within its antient Limits, but moreover. extorted o- 
thers from him, which cpnfidei-ably retrenched the 
juft Prerogatives of the Crown. Their Partizans 
'made no Scruple to affirm that the Subject could 
iiever be fecure in his Property, while the King had 
Tower to return to his former Courjfes Thus this 
Prince, who had hoped to carry the Royal. Authority 
higher than any ofhis Predeceflbrs, law himfdfon 
^c contrary ftripped of good Part of the Power he 
enjoycc} by Law. He had even l;he: Mordfication to 
fee himfelf forced to fign the Earl of StrafforiP% hUyi6^t\ 
Sentence, who had a&ed nothing without his Orders* 
or at leaft his Approbation. The Arcbbifliop c^ 
Canterbury $4fo, loft afterwards hi^ He^d pn theS(;af« 1^ 
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Had the Parliament contented themfelves with 
fettling the Government upon its antient Foundati- 
onsy there Is a great Likelihood that it would have 
fiood almoft immoveable for Time to come. 3ut on 
fuch Occafions a juft Mean is. hard to be kept. The 
Leaders in both Houfes, willing to fcreen themfelves 
from the Attempts of the Roy^l Power, fo altered 
the antient Conftitution, by dripping the Crown of 
the greater Part of its acknowledged Rights, that it 
was become quite another Thing. It was no longer 
the King and Parliament which governed, tte |<ation, 
but the Parliament fingJy» or rather th^ Houfe cf 
Commons, managed all Affaiiis. The Houfe; of Peers 
had almoft no more Power Jeft than that of an im- 
plicit Affent to the Bilh fcnt up from the other Houfe, 
and the King had only the Shadow of Sovereignty 
left him. But it was this very Thing th^ip procured 
him Friends, whom doubtlefs be ftrould never have 
had, if the. Balance had been h^M in its juft Ejui- 
librium. Numbers thopght. it .as ftrange that the 
Parliament fbouldi as I may fay, govern without a 
King, as that the King Iho.uld' attempt to i;p)[j? with^ 
out a Parliament. The Conftitution of the Govern- 
ment fuffcred equally by both Ufurpations. • But that 
which brought the ftrongeft Acceffion to the King^s 
Party^ was the Parliamenjts, Infatuation ^and Obfti- 
^iiacy to fubvert the Englijb Epifcopal Government in 
Favour of. Preshperianifmy in Order to nuke their 
Court niore fuccefsfuliy to the Scots, whofe Affift- 
ance they then wanted. The greater Part of the 
Englijh acciiftomed to fee the Church under the Direc- 
tion of Bifhops, could not, bear fuch an Alteration 
without exprelfing their Uneafinefs at it. But as 
thcfe were nof the ftrongeft, the Parliament having 
- the Treafure* Army, and Pluses. in their Difpofal, 
iheir only and beft Refuge was to throw themfelves 
into the Intcfeftsiof the • King, 

Hence ?^rofe two Faftions in t)ie Kingdpm ; one 
for the King and one for the Parliament, with a 
Sort of Ecjuality, which difcovcred immediately that 

they 
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-they could not long continue quiet, but bring their 
Quarrel to the Dicifion of Arms. The King's 
•Adherents had firft the Name of Cavaliers^ which 
afterwards was loft in that of Tories : And thofe of 
the Parliament, the Name of Raundbeadsy known bj 
the modern Name of Whigs. The Origin of thefc 
two famous Diftin&ions is this: At that Time a 
Sort of Irijb Banditti^ or Robbers, who kept in 
the Mountains and Ifles formed by the vaft Bogs of 
Ireland^ went by the Name of Tories^ and at prcfent 
arc known by that of Rapparees. A^ the King's 
Enemies accufed him of favouring the Irijh Rebel- 
lion, then on Foot, they gave his Adherents the 
Name of Tories, Thefe on the other Hand to re- 
turn the Reproach upon their Enemies, who had 
leagued themfclves with the 5r^/i, called them IVhigs^ 
a Name beftowed in Scotland upon the Y\\^e Banditti 
or Robbers of that Nation. It appears from hence, 
that thefe two Names are as antient as the Troubles, 
though they were not made Ufe of till many Years 
after. I cannot precifcly fix the Time, but am of 
Opinion that Cavalier and Roundhead continued the _^ 
Terms of Diftinftion until the Reftoration of ^ 
Charles II, and then infenfibly went off into thofe of 
Xories and ff^bigs. Thefe are the two Faftions which 
began to divide England in the Time of Charles I, 
and which divide it to this Day. The Roman Catho- 
licks, called Papifts in England^ joyned from the 
Beginning the King's Party, which was more favou- 
rable to them than that of the Parliament, and hkve 
nlways kept diemfelves united with the Tories. 

What has been faid above, makes it fufficiently 
clear, that the King's Party was compofed of two 
Sorts of Men, of which the one had principally in 
View.the political Interefts of the King and the Crown, 
luid the others, that of the Church of England. But 
tbe^Confideration of their mutual Advantage united 
them both ia Endeavours iov the King's Frofpenty, 
for without this th^ could not hope to fucceed in 
Ihclr ref|>e£tive Deugnst It i§ for this Reafon that 
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thev were confidcred as compofing but one Faftion 
under the fameDenominatioii of dtoalitrs or Rojalifir. 
This Mixture of two oppofice Views in the fame 
Party, fublifts to this Day, and is not one of the 
leaft Caufes of that Confufion of Idea's, which the 
Word Tory occafions. To remove this Ambiguity 
as much as is poffible, I (hall call the firft the 
Political or State Cavaliers^ and tl^ others Rcelefa^ 
jtical or Cburcb Cavaliers, Each of thefe Branches 
were again fubdivided. For amongft the PoRiicd 
Cavaliers were fome, who following the Maxims of 
the Duke of Buckingham^ Archbifliop Laud^ and the 
£arl of Strafford^ were defirous to (ce the King m- 
▼efted with abfolate Power, and the Parliament at 
his Feet. Thefe may be called the Furicus Cava* 
Hers. Their. Number was fmall, and but tittle ca- 
pable to fupport die King in his Adverfity, though 
they had made a good deal of Noife during his Pro* 
fperity . The other Branch of the Political Cavaliers was 
cbmpofedof Men whom I fliall call moieraie. Thefe 
defired indeed the Reftoration of the Kingfs Autfao* 
rity, but Ivtth the Prefenration of the anticnt C^n- 
ftitudon. The other Cavaliers^ whom I cM Ecib* 
Jicfiical^ had likewife their Subdivifion, and <»e ftet 
of them was compofed of Rigid Cburebmen^ who were 
for no Relaxations in the Difcipline or Doftrine of 
the Church of England. Thofe who compofed the 
other Bf^ch were lels fcrupulous and opinionated, 
and may be called the Low or ModeraU Churchmen. 
In Oppofition to the Cavaliers or RoyaMfis^ the 
Roundheads or Parliamentarians^ were divided into 
two principal Branches ; that is to fay, the PcHikd 
and Ecclejiaftical. The firft had pincipaUy m View 
the Maintenance of the Rights of the People, and 
thefecondthe Advancement of Pr^^y^^y. Each of 
thefe Branches was likewife fubdivtded into two, one 
whereof was compofed of RepuhUainSj whofe^ Aims 
were to overturn the Regal Power entirely, and^rrft 
a Commonwealth upon its Ruin v the other co^^* 
ing of ;)ie Moderate Roundheads or parliamentemans^ 

. ^cfirwl 
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ri defired only to reduce the King to an Incapacity of 

I ^bufing his Power, but was for leaving him in the 

I Pofleffion of his juft Rights. This relates only to 

u ^e Political Roundheads or Parliamentarians. At for 

iH the Eccleftaftical^ they formed two Branches, of which 

jj the one comprehended the Ri^id Presbyterians^ who 

]^ drove at nothing lefs than the Deftruftion of the 

1^ Hierarchy I the other confitted of the moderate Pref- 

1 iyterians^ who could have been contented with much 

2 l^s, if not with a bare ToIerati6n« It was abfolute* 
, iy neceflaiy to prcmife thus much Concerning th^ 
[j tiyo :Fa.£tions, in order to enable the Reader to un* 
^ derfland the Sequel of this DiiTertacioii. I fhall more 
ji at large fpeak to the Vi^ws and Interefts of the dif- 
^ fcrent Branches of the two Parties, after I have fi- 
j nilhed the Abridgement which their Hife obliged me 
j to interrupt. 

J .At the Time that the King wis in a deplorable 
i State, without Money or Friends, and teduced to 
l^,,j;>W. every Thiiig frOiii his P^Wiameflt, who had 
j^.. IJ^pp^^ as 1 may , ?ay , alt their Mercy^ a Rjiy of Hope 
^ j3|trted in updii KimV * ^om this Rile of the two Fac- 
^jfSpasx I have been fpeati^ing of.' He thought immc'- 
L ^lately that the fonicridng the Divifion muft be at- 
*' tepded with Advantage to himfclf, aftd in effeft it 
. aiafwered his Expeftation. By this he faw himfelf 
.at laft in a Condition to get fome Satisfaftion by his 
Arms, for the Injuries which he thought he had 
Reafon to complain of. In this Hope he raifed an 
Afniy 5 and engaged in an <^n War againft the 
.Parliament, who on their Side had before taken all 
the ncceffary Meafures to oppofc him. 
) . The Detail of this War is Needlefs here, fince the 
fad Concliifion of it is ftill frclh in Memory. It will 
fuffice to fay that Charles I, Was vanquiflxed, and loft sotb 0/ 
: ^isXife on the Scaffold. . Thus the King himfelf, the J^-»-»M- 
iiukc of Buckingi?amj the E^ltI of Strafford^ Arch« 
'^iftiop Laudy Authors of the Defign to render the 
icing abfolute, canie' all to a tragical End^ If to 
ihefe we add the Examples ofjobn^ Henry III, £i- 

ward il, 
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ward n, Richard lU and the late one of Jatms II, 
all big with the ifame Defign, and all unfortunate 
in the Execution •, It will be eafy to fee the Diffi- 
culty and Danger to any King of England in an At- 
tempt to fubvert a Government fo folidly ce- 
mented. 

Oliver Cromwell^ Author of Charles Ps De&th, re- 
mained Mailer of the Government. He durft not 
however affume the Title of King ; and if he had 
the Addrefs to render himfelf abfolute, he covered 
it with the fpecious Pretence of the publiclc Liber- 
ty. He is the fingle Inftance in En^ijh Hiftory of 
an Ufurper, dying peaceably in the Poflelfion of 
Power. 

While the Sovereign Authority was held by him, 
the Cavaliers were caft down to the laft Degree. But 
their Spiriu revived on the Death of this formidable 
Enemy. To give their Adverfaries no Handle againft 
them, they put then^fejves under the Conduft of thofe 
of their Party, who were the moft moderate. So 
that the Furious and Rigid among them fecmed now 
to be no more. This Policy was abfolutely neceffary 
at a Time when the Prerogative of the King, and 
the Rights of the Church were to be mentioned with 
great Caution, as there were neither King, nor Bi- 
fhops. At laft by a Revolution the mofl: furprizing, 
forwarded by the prudent Conduft of General Afonk^ 
the Englijh united to fet Charles II, on the Throne, 
Son of the deceafed King, and to reftore Monar- 
chy and the Church to their antient Rights. 

Charles II reigned peaceably at firft. He was a 
Prince who wanted neither Wit nor Judgement •, but 
he was (lothful, and addifted to his Pleafures. His 
Intention was to live a quiet Life, and avoid all Dif- 
putes with his Subjefts. A long Exile, and often- 
times a Want of common Neceffaries, had fo cha- 
grined him, that he could not think of engaging in any 
Meafures, which might again indanger his prefent Se- 
curity. On the ^ther Hand, the Englijb had had 
Time, and frequent Occafions to open their Eyes, 
4 and 
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^ and flifcovcr that a pretended Maintenance of their 
i Liberties had reduced them to Servitude. For it may 
i be affirmed, that England had never enjoyed lels 
I Freedom than under the Government of the Long ^ 
^ Parliament *, ahd afterwards of Oliver Cromwell: 
ne verthelefs Charles II infenfibly engaged himfelf far- 
1 ther than he ever intended. This without doubt 
i was owing either to his Indolence, or his too great 
( Condefcenfions to his Minifters^ who were all Cava^ 
t liers^ whom I (hall call from henceforth Tories ; as 
1 I (hall give the Roundheads the Name of PThigs j 
t though I cannot aflign the Time of the firft Ufage 
( of thofe Appellations, The Tories therefore, who 
folely had the King's Confidence, were inceflantly 
plying him with Motives for the Reftoration of the 
Monarchy and Church to their antient Luftre. The 
Conn o{ Francej for Interefts of their own, laboured 
to infpire him with the fame Thought. In a Word 
his Tor^ Miniftry took all imaginable Care to keep 
the ffirigs at a Diftance from him. 

The T(?ry-Party had at their Head the Duke of 
Tork, the King^s Brother, a Prince naturally impe- 
tuous and violent, who having embraced the Roman 
Catholick Religion in his Exile, formed the Defign 
of eftablilhing it in England. This Projedt could not 
be executed without firft extending the Royal Power 
beyond the Bounds prefcribed by the Law ; that is to 
lay, without refuming and purfuing the fame De- 
fign in the Execution of which his Father had fo un- 
happily mifcarried. But the Duke had a Temper 
too violent to conduft fuch an Undertaking. He 
purfued it eagerly during the Reign of his Brother, 
who had no Legitimate Ifiue, hoping that the Work 
then begun, would be more.eafy to finifh on his own 
Acceflion to the Throne. 

To 

* The lone Pariiament was the lad under Ckurhs I, which mat 
in, 1649, aad contiaaed beyood |he King's Death. 
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To fucceed in his DeHgn, he had no other Way 
than to begin it with the utter Ruin of the Wlngs^ 
whofe Principles were diredly contrary to every 
Schtaie of his, whether with Relation to Church or 
State. It muft be obfervcd, that the greateft Fart 
of the then ftHfiis were Presbyterians. Wherefore in 
feemine only to aim his J|efentments.againft Presby 
teriampn^ the Duke ofJ^ri projefted the Deftnic- 
tion of thofe who oppofed the tncreafe of the Re- 

gal Power, without alarming the Nation. Indeed 
e might apprehend a powerful Oppoficion froni the 
moderate uories^ whofe Maxims were by no Means 
favourable to hb, after he had cruihed the f^ng- 
Party. But he defpaired not of overcoming their 
Oppofition, if the Wligs^ his more dangerous Ene- 
mies, were once removed out of the Way. Widi 
this View h^; brought his Brother to periecute the 
Presbyterians^ and was affifted in it by ail the ?>m, 
who wicltiPlcafure beheld this firft Occafion of re- 
venging theppifelveSc upon their^ld Enemies, the ^bigs. 
Thus Tresbyteriamfk was foirioufly attacked, under a 
Pretence of refcttlingthe Church on the Faundadon 
ic ftood before tKc Troubl^, An J£f was paffcd 
forbiddine the Presbyterians Aflemblies then called 
Conventicles \ and another known by the Name of the 
^eft-A£t^ which indeed more diredly ftruck at the 
Roman Catbolicks. This yf^? ordained that no Perfon 
ihould be received to any Employ of a publick Na- 
ture, without producing a Certificate of his having 
communicated in an Epifcopal Church. Moreover ic 
was called the Conformity-A&j becaufe all who were 
to be admitted co any publick Employ were obl^ed 
by this Statute to conform to the Church of England. 

The fFbigs wert immediately fenfible that under 
Colour of maintaining the Rights of the Church of 
England^ the Duke of Tork*s Dcfign was to change 
the Government of the State, and to ruin the Pro- 
tejlant Religion in England^ Some Time was wanted 
10 take jufl: Meafurcs for their Security, and at 
4 laft 
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laii with* the Afliftance of* the moderate Toriesi who 
feared the Duke df Tofi^s going too fafj they oblige 
ed the King to fend him out of the Kingdorti. Nay^ 

j! the Thing was carried fo far, that the Houfe of 

^ Cotilmons prepared a Bifl^ called the Exclufton-BUtj 

J* to^d^prive him of his Right of Succeflion. But thi 

^' |)^iting of this Bill was prevented by the DiflTolutioh 

* of 'the Parliament. Another was fummoned to meet 

* at Oxfi^rd^ \n Expeftation of finding the MembefiS 

* lefs violent. But the King was miftakeri, and after 
^ d riiort Serfion, was obliged to diflTolve them, when 
o| he'faw their Eai-neftnefs for a fecond Bill of the lik6 
^ Nature.. ' ' ' ^ 
i[ *" ^ Jt wilt perhaps Teem ftrange, that the Scene fhould 
t be io rriuch changed; >nd the IVbtgs, fo deprefled 
f' t'dfofe, oft a fuddea become fuperiour to their Ene* 
tf riiies. To let the Reader into the Reafon of this 
k' 'Change,; it is neceffary to remark that the moderate 
i\ Scries went heartily jhro the Defigris of the Courr^ 
tf' While rhey believed them levelled only iagainft the 
i Preshperians. But being once fenfible that all. the 
i TVleafures purfued by the'King and theDukeof '26>r^, 
\\ aimed at the Ruin of the Conftitution in both Church 
]' and ^tate, and ftruck at the very Foundations of 
^' Magna Chariay they never hefitated \at joining witJi 
[i the ^igs to oppofe," with united iStrength, the Ex* 
f ecution of this Attempt upon the Publick Liberty, 
i It wai this Union which gave the ff^bigs a Superio- 
k rity, to which otlrerwife they could never have pre- 

$ tended. On the '6tHtr'Hznd,tl\e'funomSsat^^^ • 

|| and rigid Churchhieni^ dtffi.ro'us tp;>ecbvdr-the Ground 

i which' ihey had bft^' endeavoured t6' gain tlie Pe^pfe 

i oyer to their Party^/^:actuGng *the 7F/>fgi of ia idt- 

i tied -Befigh for -the Kiiin of the^' Church -, and they 

I in their Turn were adcuTed by the 6thers, .of intendifig 

i the Subverfion of- the Government,' and of favouring 

i the perrticioils Cburifels of the Duke of '^^^*I Thus 

f the Enmity bfthc Fatftibns, which feemed^iq t have 

lain almroff buried' in the Refttoratiofty' ^rcVivedland 

appeared again vitliTrelh Vigtfun The ^ri^^ Are lA 

' Vol-. XIV. E c Reality 



•\ 



41 s A ^iffertation on the Origin 

Reality chargeable with this Guiltf who %o revenge 
the Wrong received by them from the long Parlia- 
ment and Cromwell's Ufurpation, threw themfelves 
Headlong into the Defigns of the Duke of Tork. 
They repented when they became fcpfible what Tools 
they were gomg to be made of. 

Some Time after. Men's Tem|>ers being a little 
cooled, the Duke of Tork returned into England^ aod 
continued without Interruption to foment the publick 
pivjfions, without which he could hope for no Suc- 
cefs in his Pefigns. Thus this Prince, by a Bigotry 
to his Religion, by a Defire of Revenge, and perhaps 
pufhed on by an Ambition to cffeft a Defign which 
had mifcarried in the Hands of fo many Kings ol 
England^ in Conjun6lion with his Brother, whofc In- 
dulgence to him cxceecjed all Re^fon, kindled a Fire 
in En^and^ which is not yet extrnguilhed. 

Charles II cjied ^uring tjiefe Tranfaftions, and the 
puke of 2ork afcended the Throne, by the Name of 
Jcmes II, without any Oppofitiori. He at firfl: ma^ 
large Promlfes to Ifis Sijbjefts, and was defirous to 
flatter their Hopes; that both Religion and the Con- 
ftitwtipn (hould ^ftand fecure under his Adminiftration. 
But ht by no Means performed his Promifes. Short- 
ly after his- Coronation, the puke of Monmouth na- 
tural Son of Charles, U, relying upon the Difcontents 
oif the People, left the Low-Countries where he had 
lived fome Time in Exile, made a Defoenit oh Eng- 
land with a Handful of Men, and affumed the Style 
of King. But his. Royalty 'was of very (tiort Con- 
:tinuance. His Pai]tyJpGlng tnqch weaker than he had 
Cxpefted, he was defeated, taken, and beheaded. 
This Vicftory,. fo eafily obtained, raifed the King's 
'Cd^fldence and Security to xl^at pegrce, that he was 
alrfioft r^dy to, 4\<):9ycr his ]E)eiJgps, fqch was his Af- 
fufan^e qf their Succds. The Judges, all his Tools, 

fj^vfi thc^r Opii^ion ^hat the I-aws were hist, and that 
Cf^mightldiQpferifewit^ tl^ Their De- 

fpiRotk was foujoded ^pon (ome St^juUs\ lodging this 
lHojM&t in tjie §qver€jffia wkh fl^ard xo certain £aws ; 
-.. » ' - . «rtd 
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! and upon the Examples of fomeof his Prcdeceflbra, 
i who had, in this R^fpeft, tranfgreffcd the Limits 
I of their Sovereignty- Thus thefe corrupted Judges 
j drew from particular Cafes a general Conclufion, and 
i founded a ftanding Right upon fome^tranfient Ufur*- 

pations. 
I This Door being opened, the King by his folc 
I Authority repealed the penal Laws enadted by fo " 
1 many Parh'aments to prevent the Defigns of the Pa- 
g pijis. He next filled his Army with Officers of that 
I Religion, and beftowed Preferments and Titles upoa 
{ Men, who by the Laws were incapable of them;* 
! He took their Charters from London and other Cor** 
; porations, and brought them to a Dependance upp^ 
^ his good Will and Pleafure, In (hort, by a ProcJ^ 
. mation he granted a full Liberty of Confcicnce, and 
permitted to each Se6l the publick Profeflion of 
. their Religion. This Proclamation had a double 
J View, one was to make the P^z^j/?^ eafy, and the 
j other to amufc the Presbyterians. The King was 
J perf waded, that as the lattef were ftill undci] the La/|i 
J of penal Laws enafted againft them in th^ late Reigq, 
]. they would with Pleafure receive cheir .6cliveranfie 
; from them, and prefcrve their Allegia,nce for fear 
; of forfeiting the Liberty granted by the Procjama'- 
, tion. But they were not the Dupes of an Artifice 
] pointed direftly at their Ruin. I omit infinite other 
Steps taken by the King, which were buc too capabip 
to fill, all his Subjecfts with Terrour. ; 

Hitherto ^he Tories in general had abetted thp 
Defjgns of the King. , But on Sight of Meafures 
which threatned noticing lefs than SubverCon to thp 
jcftablifhed Government, and Ruin to the Proteftani- 
Religion, they began to repent of their paft Conduit 
It was now clear to them, that in the Path they 
were walking, they would be l^d beyond their Inten- 
tions, and that their grand Aim, the Ruin of thp 
JVbigs^ was not to be accomplilhed without that of 
their own Religion and Liberty. In this Danger, 
which could not be more imminent, they joined xhp 

you XIV. E c 2 migs^ 
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fn>igs^ and in Conjundion wfth them, came to a Rc- 
folution of calling in the Prince of Orange to extricate 
them out of their prcfent Difficulties. From this 
Period the King's Party became extremely weak, be- 
Irtg compofed of only Papijis^ furious Tories^ and 
fomc Lords, Slaves of the Court and its Preferments. 
Mean while the King appeared outwardly, as power- 
ful as ever, and juft ready to reap the Fruits of his 
Undertaking j becaufe thofe who as yet feemed at- 
taclied to the Court, thought it not Time to dif- 
cover themfclves. The Prince of Orange was landed 
before his Wcaknefs bccakie confptcuous. His Army, 
f\h Fleet, the Lords whom he confidercd as devoted 
to his Pcrfon and fntorcft, forfook him at once, and 
reduced 'him to the fad Neccffity of attempting, in 
a Difguife^ to efcape out of his Kingdom. Bat 
this Attempt- failing, . he had the Mortification to 
Tee himfclf at the Mercy of the Prince ofOratjge^ and, 
in all Appearance, obliged to his Gcnerofity, or per- 
haps his Politicks, for the indirect Means which were 
furnifhed him of flying into f ranee. This Example 
teaches usi that tiotwithftanding theDivifion and En- 
mity of the two Parties, the hnglijh carry not their 
Paffion fo far as to abandon the Intereftsof Religion 
and Liberty, or that at lead there are biit few of that 
Charafter. 

"^ JVUltam and Mary having received the Crown on 
the Flight, or, as it was called, iYit Abdication of King 
JameSy their chief Care was the -ftifling the Seeds of 
Diviiion- which ft ill remained between Whig and Tor^^ 
nptwithftanding their Junftion in the common Dan- 
ger. In order to this it was lieceflbry to keep out of 
the Miniftry and their Confidence, thofe who had 
-abetted the Dcfigns of King James^ and the Bigots 
to the RiteiS and Ceremonies of the Chuich of England. 
Without this i\\t IVbigs could never have had any 
Quiet, as they confidercd the furious State and rigid 
Churcb'TorieSy as their irreconcileable Enemies. On 
the other Hand, it was not' fefs neceflary to keep ar 
the fame .Ififtancc the moft rigid Whig- Presbyterians^ 
I - for 
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for fear of giving an Alarm of Danger to the 
Church of England^ by any diftingui/hed Favours 
Ihewn to them. Such an Alarm would have been 
the more reafonable, as the new King having hi- 
therto always profeffed in Holland the Presbyterian 
Religion, any Meafures the lead favourable to it, 
might have given a ^ufpicion of his defigning to 
eftablifh it upon the Ruins of the National Church. 
Great Addrefs was therefore to be ufed, to remove 
all juft Grounds of Fear and Sufpicion in the Tories. 
It was with thefe Views, that during the Reign of 
ff^ilUam and Mary^ the great Pofts were generally 
bcftowed on the moderate Men of both Parties. This 
Maxim was purfued by King William when he reign- • 
cd alone, after the Demife of the Queen. But as 
it was impoflible to pleafe both Parties at once, un- 
lefs there had been more Places to give, he afFeded 
frequent Changes in his Miniftry, and the employing 
the two Parties alternately. This was all that could , 
be done by him till Time ihould extinguilh the reign- 
ing Animofities. 

Under fuch Circumftances, and a King of fuch 
Wifdpm and Fore- fight, it may be affirmed that no 
Difturbance could have befallen the Government 
from the Principles of the two Parties, if the Church- 
Tories coxAA have contented thehifelves with feeing 
their Church Uppermoft, But a full Liberty ot 
Confcience enjoyed by the Presbyterians^ with the 
publick Exercife of their Religion, and the Poffef- 
fion of Places contrary to the Conformity- ASl of 
Charles II, gave thefe rigid Ecclefiajlicks an Uneafineft 
which they could not diflemble. They were jealous 
of a Defigh formed by the Wbigs^ and abetted by the 
King, for the gradual Subvcrfion of the eftablifhed 
. Church. Their Experience under the long Parlia- 
ment^ gave them Apprehenfions of the fame Danger. 
The ptrious Tories^ having loft King James their Pa- 
tron and Defender, infpired the Epycopal Party with 
thefe Fears and Jealouues, to animate them the more 
againft King William. Thefe furious Men were but . 
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too fcnfiblc of their own Incapacity to fupport thcm- 
felvcs, unlcfs the Church was artfully drawn in to c- 
fpoufc their Caufe. To this were owing the Ru- 
mours induftrioufly fpread amongft the People of 
vhe Churches being in Danger. The Whigs faw by this 
that the Tories had not laid aQdc their ProjeAs, but 
would, whenever they were armed with Power, 
play Religion againft them. And, in Imitation of 
Jking James^ make ic a Handle, for their Ruin. It 
was thus that the Animofities of the two Parties^wcrc 
kept alive, notwithftanding all King IVilliam^s Pains 
and Endeavours. v 

It feemcd then that Religion was the fole Quarrel 
between the two Parties ; the Conjundtures not al- 
lowing either the furious Tories y or the Whig- Re pub- 
li^ans to pufh their Principles. This has given Oc- 
cafion to a falfe Idea of the Differences reigning 
' between the two Parties, and to an Imagination that 
they arofe folely from a Diverfity of Sentiments with 
Relation to the Etckftaftical Government. But this is 
uffuredly a Miftake. When Opportunity offers, the 
furious Tories make it very apparent, that the Safety 
, of the Church is by no means the fole Motive of their 
Condu6t, and in all likelihood the Republican-Whigs 
would not be wanting to their former Maxims, if 
ever they ihould meet with a favourable Oppor- 
tunity. 

As to the Papiftsy who may be confidered as !a 
Branch of the Tories^ they would have had Reafo'n 
to be fatisfied with the Gentlenefs of King WiUiam^s 
Government, if their extreme Defire to fee King 
James again upon the Throne, would have allowed 
them to look upon the reigning King, in any other 
Light than that of an Enemy, Some of them were 
even engaged in Confpiracies againft his Perfon, 
which only turned to their own Confufion and Ruin. 
This immoderate Dcfire in the Papifis^ and even in 
fpme toriesy for the Reftoration of King James , ob- 
liged King Williajn to enter vpon Mcafures not only 
for the Prevention of their ill Dcfigns during his 

Lifc^ 
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Life, but moreover to render their Endeavours inef- 
'; fcftual after his Death. Accordingly an Aft of Par-' 
f^ Jiament was made, which fettled the Succeflibn of the' 
Crown in the illuftrious Houfe of Hanover ^ without* 
\ any Regard to the Pretenfions which Birth or Near- 
'^ nefs of Blood might give to any Paptfi whatfoevcr. 
^ William died ftiortly after, and Anne^ Daughter of 
!^ fames II, and Princefs of Denmark, mounted the 
^ Throne. 

^ Thjs Queen had been educated in the^Prihciplcs of 

f' the rigid Tories with regard to Religion, and in all 
^' Appearance in thofe of the furious Tories with regard' 
to Gov(:rnment. At leaft all who had any Influence' 
^ over her, or were concerned in her Educatioh, were 
^' of this Stamp. Charles II her Uncle, James U her 
^ Father, the Earl of Rocbejfer her Mother's Bro- 
5 thcr, were all deep in the Principles of the moft ftiri- 
? ous Torifm^ deeming every Oppofitiori to the Sove- 
^ reign's Will, as a declared Rebellion. Befides, Jnne 
was of no great Capacity and naturally felf-willcd.' 
An accidental Quarrel with her Sifter Queen Mary- 
having made her refolve to withdraw from the Court, 
fhe was fo punftual to her Refolution, that Ihe would 
{ not even vifit her Sifter, when on her Death-bed. 
The Meannefs of her Genius prefaged the Power 
which her Miniftry would have in the Government 
^ whenever fhe ftiould afcend the Throne. On the 
other Hand, it was to be feared that the Principles 
!• imbibed from her Education, would throw her into , 
^ the Party of the furious and rigid Tories, in the 
5^ Head of whom was her Uncle the Earl of Rochep 
I ier. This Lord was dreaded equally by the Whigs 
f and moderate Tories, as a dangerous Man, and capable. 
(? to Carry Things to Extremity. He was otherwife a 
If Perfon of great Parts, but his Principles were arbi- 
i trary and himfelf a Bigot to them. In all Appear-^ 
» ance he was going to be fet at the Helm of the 
Government in the Acceffion of the Queen his 
Niece to the Throne. But it is pretended that the' 
Fears of the moderate Tories to fee him in fo high a 
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Alf of his Succeflion principally to the Csirc and 
Procurement of the fFbigs. They were therefore 
to think of preventing this Danger without Lofs of 
Time. Their Party was too weak to ftruggle with 
the Sovereign, ihould he declare againft them, as 
had been often feen during the Reign of King fni- 
liamy and in the firft Years of Queen Anne, It was 
therefore concluded by them, at Jcaft, if we may judge 
by their Proceedings, that their beft Way would 
be to fecure the Crown for the Pretender, who 
would continue their Proteftor when the Queen 
fhould be no more. It is ncverthelefs ftill uncertain 
'whether the Earl of Oxford^ now in the ^oweVy was 
of this Opinion, But it cannot be denied that they 
believed the Afliftance of France" to be abfolutely nc- 
ceflary for the Support of their Schemes. Accordingly 
to make furc of it, they ftruck up a diflionourabic 
and hafty Peace, to the great Aftonilhment of all 
Europe^ and forced the Allies of England to follow 
her Example. Probably, had not the Queen died 
foon after the Peace, the oppreffed Whigs would have 
been neceflitated to call in to their* Afliftance, the 
Eleftor of Hanover^ as they had before the Prince of 
Orange^ but with far lefs Hope of the general Con- 
currence of the Subjefts. The Reafon of this is, be- 
caufe King James'^ Defigns to overturn the eftablilh- 
ed Government were fo declared, that no Doubt 
could be made of theni, whereas only bare Prefump- 
tions lay againft the Pretender. 

What has lately happened fince King George*^ Ac- 
ceflion to the Throne, makes it clear, that there was 
a formed Defign of fecuring the Succeflion to the 
Pretender, had not the Death of the Queen broke 
all the Meafures of the Contrivers of it. It is never- 
thelefs very uncertain whether they could have exe- 
cuted their Defign, or if they could, whether the 
Pretender's Reign would haVe been of any l6ng Con- 
tinuance. The Engliji in general are to the laft De- 
fjree jealous of their Laws and Liberties, nor are they 
efs fo of their Religion. This is what I think I 

may 
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may venture to affirm, though fome of them indeed 
a|)pear indifferent as to the latter. But, Thanks be 
to God, theft are far from being the Majority. 
Now it would have been very difficult for the Pre- 
tender, when advanced to the Throne by foreign Aid, 
profefling a Religion different from that of the Na- * 
tibn, and direfted in his Counfels hy furious Tories^ 
f to have kept himfelf \frithin the Bounds of Modera- 
tion, neceflary to gain the Hearts of his Subjeds, 
without which no King of England can ever fit firmly 
on his Throne. But without amufing ourfelves with 
guefling what might have happened, let us finilh 
this Refleftion with faying, that tht furious and rigid 
Tories milTed their Aim, The Pretender is not only / 

not upon the Throne, but his Hopes are even lels 
^ than ever. King George is in peaceable PolTeflion ; 
the Tories are humbled, and the JVbigSy fo lately op- 
preffed, are now at the Top of the Wheel. 
i After the Reader has feen this brief Account of 

-> the Rife of the Tories and Whigs^ he will be probably 
' ~defirous and pleafed to be more particularly let into 
their Views, their Interefts, their Strength, and Cha- 
f rafters. For this Purpofe we muft carefully diftin- 
^ guifh the different Branches, which I have but (light- 
ly glanced at,/ and as it were by the Bye. It is ne- 
\ ceflary to repeat here again, that the two Faftions 
? may be confidercd under two different Views and Re- 
\ lations •, namely, with refpeft to the State, and with 
regard to the Church. I fhall firft treat ofthe5/^/^r- 
\ Tories and Whigs^ after which, I Ihall donfider them 
f with refpcdt to Religion. 

\ The Political or State-Tories are, as I faid, divided 

\ into two Branches, to one of which may be given 
the Name of the Furious : In England they arc known 
by that of the High-Flyers. This Allufion to Birds 
that by foaring above the common Flight lofe them- 
felves'in the X^louds, is pertinently enough ap- 
plied to Men, who cannot be contained within the 
Limits of the eftablilhed Government. Thefe Men 
are for having the Sovereign as ablolute in England 

as 
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as he is in France and fomc other Countries, and 
for erefting his Will into a Law. They give no 
Heed to what I advanced in the Beginning of this 
DifTertatfon, that all the Governments at this Day 
in Europe were in their Original very near the fame 
with that eftablifhed in En^and ; and confequently 
that the Englijh are by no Means obliged to imi- 
tate Natrons who have fuffcrcd fo excellent a Form 
to be loft, or at leaft very much defaced. It may well 
be imagined that in fuch a Country as England^ this 
Party cannot be very numerous. And yet they arc 
very confiderable for three Reafons. The firft is, 
that the Heads of this Party are Noblemen of the 
higheft Rank, and commonly either Favourites and 
Minifters of State, or fuch as hold the greatefl: Pla- 
ces at Court, and the moft eminent Dignities in the 
' Church. Thefe Men who, would be very unwilling 
to put themfelves under the Conduft of others, find- 
ing themfelves in Pofts advantagious, ufe commonly 
to be the Leaders and Direftors of all the Tory-Par^ 
ty. They manage the Party at Pleafure, not fo much 
for the Advantage of the whole in general, as for 
their own particular Ends. Thus moft frequently, 
under a Pretence of afting for the Interefts of the 
Party, their Meafures terminate only in their own 
Advantage^ while the Tories are led much beyond 
the Defires and Aims of the greateft Part of them. 
It is this which gives Occafion for the general Accufa- 
tion, that they are Favourers of defpotick Power, 
whereas it is certain that only the furious Tories are 
chargeable with this Principle. But fome Men think 
it no great Injury to charge a whole Body with what 
is done by thieir Leaders. ' 

Secondly., This particular Branch of the Tories is 
confiderable, in that, when they are in the Miniftry, 
J they engage the Church-Tories to maintain the Doc* 
trine of Pajftve Obedience^ which goes a great Way 
towards bringing the People into their Party. They 
iofinuate to the Epifcopal Minifters, that they have 
only in View the Ruin gf the Preihjterians^ and 

under 
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tinder Colour of this they engage them in the preach- 
ing up of a Ddftrine which in its Confequences ex- 
tends to. all the Subjcfts. This was experienced in 
the Reigns of Charles II, James II, and of Queen 
^j!7»^, tov/ards the Conclufion. 

Laftly, The Party of the furious 7ories become 
powerful, when, as it frequently happens, they are 
fuppotted by the King, and then it is that the Li- 
berty of the Nation is in Danger. Proofs of this, 
befides thbfe in the Reign of James II and Charles I^ 
may • be deduced as high as Richard II, Edward II, 
and Henry III ; fo that the Party of the furious To- 
ries is. of an older Date than is commonly ima- 
gined.* • * 

The fecond Branch of the Political or State-To- 
ries is compofed of thofe I called moderate. Thefe 
are ior having thfe King enjoy every Prerogative 
which belongs to him : But they are not, with the 
High-FTyeti for complementing him with the Privi- 
le(%e8 of the Subjeft* They are true Englijhmen who 
have the Welfare of their Country at Heart, and are 
deftrous to maintain the Conftitutron on the fame 
Bottorn it was trafhfmitt^d to them by their Ancef- 
tofs. To "them Che State has often owned its Prefer- 
vatron, and to them it muft have Rccourfe whenever 
it is attacked by the furious Tory or Republican-Whigy 
as to Men whole Oppofition is only capable to rcfcuc 
it out of fuch dangerous Hands. It would be an In* 
juftice done them, to confound them with the High- 
Flyers under the general Denomination of Tories. 

As there are two Branches of S fate-Tories y fo the 
State4f^higs may likewife be diftinguiftied into Re- 
publican ahd Moderate JVhigs. The Republican fFhigs 
arc the Remains of that Party of the Long ParUa^ 
nient which undertook the turning the Government 
into a Cbmmonwealth. Thefe at prefent make fo 
conlemptible a Figure that they 6nly help to flreng- 
then the other Irbigs with whom they ufually go. 
ThtTories would perfwadc the Publick that all Whigs 
are of this Kind. And in like Manner the fVbip 

would 
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would haveic believed that all Tories ar^in the Prin- 
ciples pf Defpocifrn. But this is only an Artifice to 
render one another (nutually odious. 

Under thp fecond Branch of the Political or State- 
Whiga arc comprehended, the w^^re»/tf ^P^/^i ; Men 
nearly allied to the moderate Tories in Principle. And 
xron&quently to bq efteemed as true En^Uhmefij who 
defirie the Preferv^tipn of the Government upon its 
ancient, Fowdations, Here they would ully exaft- 
ly with the moclerate Tories^ were it not that the lat- 
ter incline the Balance to the Side of the King, and 
the former to that of the Parliament* The moderate 
fFbig is ever in Motion to guard againft the Jeaft In- 
vafions on the Property of the Subjeft ; and fome- 
times be takes his Mcafurq at the Expence of the 
Crown. By him the Triennial AS was procured, 
with fome dehors no|: neceflary^ to be mentioned, to 
prjcvpot the Abpfe of the Roy^l Power. Hence it 
IS evident that, tl\?/«ri^«i Tories have no greater E- 
nemy than the moiderate Wbig^ and that tbefe two 
Branches of fVhigs and Tofies properly form the 
Dppofition between the StaU^Tories and State-ffn^igu 
Thefc laft laugh at the Principle of Paffive Obedience 
whcii puihcd tpq far. Tteif, Prinpiplc is. That the 
Rpyal Power ha^ ks Limits, whrch it cannot exceed 
without Injuftice. Confequently it is their fixed Per- 
iwaHon, that whenever any fa.ch Attempt is made by 
the Sovereign tp go beyond the Bounds of his juft 
Authority, the Subjeft is at Liberty to oppofe his 
Defignsu From hence it i^ eafy to infer that it is their 
Opinion the King cannot difpenfe with the Laws. 

\yhat has been faid is fufHcicnt to (hew that the 
moderate Slate- fFbigs and Tories arc very near in the 
(aqje Sentiments. Their foFming two different FaC' 
lions, proceeds frofp their tpgtual Fears of each o- 
ther's making the Q^llanCQ incline to either the King's 
or the Parliament's Side. It is not. therefore at all 
ftrange, that thefc two Branches of the two contrary 
Plastics, eafily pnite in the prefling Exigencies of 
th/^^ Sfate. . For thcjr Victva .equally poinj to ch* 
4 Preferv- 



of the Government of England: 4^1 

\ Pre(crvation of the Government -, though often they 
i purfue their End by different Paths. Accordingly 

we fee that the Union of thefc two Branches upon 
'i the Death of King IVilliam continues to this Day, 

and that the moderate Whig and Tory form almoft 

the fame Party, under the common Appellation of 
;i Whig. I dare not however affirm that there arc not 
I yet moderate "Tories who keep at a Diftance, and arp 

unwilling to be confounded with the Whigs. 



i It mutt be remembred that hitherto I have only 
J fooken of the Tories and Whigs with refped to the 
I (jovernment, without any regard to Religion. J 
i take Heed not to confound Things which ought to 
It be carefully diftinguflied. It is not true that all ^- 
I pifcopal Men are Tories ^ nor all Presbyterians Whigs 
J with Rejatibn to the Government, as is commonly 
5 imagined. A creat many Presbyterians are in this 
d Regard of the fame Principles with the moderate To- 
I ries^ and would not be lefs concerned to fee the King 
f ftripped of his Prerogatives, than the Subject of hi$ 
J Privileges. In like manner many Episcopal Men, 
/ even Bilhops themfelves, are Whigs^ ftancb Whigs as 
I to the Government, and as oppofed to furious Tories ; 
J which (hews the Neceffity of diftinguifhihg State-Tories 
I and Whigs J from Cburch4Fhigs and Tories'^ of whoni 
I we areppw' going to fpeak. ^ . ^ 

1 It is to be prefumed that the Reader is acquainted 
that the Church of England^ when Ihe received th? 
Reformation, admitted only fome Alterations in her 
DoSlrine ; but prcferved ^he Hierarchy with all the 
Ceremonies in which fhe faw nothing fuperftitiou^. 
The Reformation was 'not fully compleated till the 
Reign of Elizabeth. It w3s in her Time that divers 
Conftitutions of the Convocation, inforced, by A£ts of 
Parliapient, fettled the Publick Worfhip as it ftands 
to this; Day. Neverthdefs a great tnany Engliji>^ 
who h^d'flcd from the Rage of Qj^cen Mar% re- 
turning frorii France f ' Swiz&rland^ Geneva, anci other 
Vzrxs.tli' Germany, brought along with them the Pre- 
judices which they had imbibed, in favour of the Re* 

formation, 
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formation, as eftabliihcd in thofe Countries. Thefe 
Men could not comply with the Reformation at 
home, as, in their Opinion, it had not been carried 
far enough from the Church of Rome. For this Rea- 
fon they not only abfented themfelves from the Af- 
fcmblies held in the way of the eftablifhed Church; 
but even made an entire Separation, and held Af- 
femblies in their own way, which immediately had 
the Name of Ccnventicles. Thofe who thus feparated 
themfelves were called PreshyterianSy becaufe, refu- 
fing their Submiflion to the Bifiiops, they maintained 
that all Priejis or Minifters had an equal Authority in 
the Church, which ought to be governed by Presiy 
terieSy or Conftftories^ compokd of Minijfers znd Ldj- 
Elders. Upon this Occafion were two Parties form- 
ed, which wanting the Condefcendence and mutual 
Forbearance that might have been, expe^ed froni 
Perfons profeffing the fame Religion, began tx>' plague 
and vex each other with Difpuces both in Conference 
land Writing. The Members of the Epifcopal, or e- 
ftabliflied Way, were very much difpleafed with Men 
who thus took upon them, to reform what, after ma- 
ture Deliberation, national Synods had decreed, and 
Parliaments confirmed. On the other Hand, the 
Preshyttridns thought it no lefs ftrange, that they 
ihould be compelled to praftife what they believed 
' contrary to the Purity of Religion *, and with what 
their Cdnfcicnces could not comply. The Presbyte- 
rians were long crufhed by the Weight of Adverfa- 
ties, whofe Reafons iX'ere backed by the Authority 
of the Queen and Parliament. 

The Pteihyteriafil conteived grecit Hopes on the 
Acceflion of James I, to the Crown, becaule that 
Prince )idd always profefled their Religion while he 
lived m Scotland, But as he readily conformed to the 
Church of England^ they were not much eafed. Ne- 
vertheicfs this Party, opprefTed as it was^ ftill grew 
under its Perft.cutibn 5 ^and when the Civil war 
*'...... broke 

f Tliis procured them, the Name of Punf^mu 
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broke out, found its Strength and Numbers confide- 
fably incrcafed. King Charles J, was fo attached to 
the Church oi EngUnd^ that it may be affirmed that 
fac dyed a Martyr to it, as is evident fo any one 
that reads his Hiftory, His Opinion of the Purity 
of this Church, made him lend a willing Eaf to 
fyilliam Laud Archbifhop of CanUrhuryj fuggefting 
to him the Reduftion of the Church of Scqtland un- 
der the fame Government with that of England^ by 
introducing the Epifiopal Hierarchy into that King- 
dom. This Undertaking engaged him in a War* 
with Scotland^ and that War produced the Parlia* 
mcnc before- mentioned, againft which he thought 
himfelf neceffitated to take up Arms. This fame 
Parliament wanting the Alliance of the Scots^ could 
not obtain it but by an Engagement of making the^ 
Church of England Presbyterian. A Quarrel was 
therefore picked with Bijhops^ Deans^ and Chapters^ 
as preparatory to this Undertaking, and, in a Word, 
with the whole Church of England, which faw its- 
Hierarcbyi cftablifhcd by Queen Elizabeth^ entirely 
overturned, and the Scotch Presbyterian Government 
introduced in its room. In this Diftrefs the only 
Refuge left to the Epifcopal Party was to fide with 
the King ; and as they had one common Intereft 
with the Cavaliers^ namely, the Maintenance of the 
King's Caufe, they were confounded with them un- 
der the fame Party-Denomination. The Presbyterians 
were in the fame Manner reckoned among Round'- 
beads^ becaufe they adhered to the Parliament. 

Through the Whole Long-Parliament, and as low 
as the Death of Cromwell^ the Divifion of the Bran- 
ches juft mentioned, was fcarce perceived. All who 
were known by the Name of Roundheads^ or Parlia* . 
tnentarianSy . were rigid Presbyterians and Republicans. 
This was the Faftion then in Vogue, and the only 
one that could prefer fuch as afpircd to the Pofts \t\ 
the Gift of the Parliament. In like manner the Fol» 
lowers of the King's Party appeared to be Furius 
Cavaliersy or Rigi^ Epifcopalians^ b<yiaiufe ti^y were 

Vol. XIV. F f the 
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the Men who, at that Time, were moft in the good 
Graces of the Court. But on the Reftoration of 
Charles II, the diflFerent Branches of the two Parties 
began to diCtinguifh themfelves. All the World be- 
ing tired with the Troubles which had fo long har- 
rafled the Kingdom, the Moderate of both Sides 
were now no Imger fearful of difcovcring their Sen- 
timents. Some of the Pnsbyterians teftified a Readi- 
neis to relax jpmething of their antient Stiffhefs in 
Point of Principle, and many Epifcopalians were of 
Opinion that, for the fake of Peace, fome Conde- 
fcenfion ought to be ufed to the Presbyterians. Thcfc 
therefore were the Men of both the one and the o- 
ther Party, who keeping to this Moderation^ formed 
the two Branches of the Moderate IVhigs and Tories^ 
with rcfpeft to Religion. But ftill the greater Num* 
ber in both Faftion^ remained immoveable in their 
Principles with unaccountable Obftinacy. Amongft 
the Epijtopaiidns were Men, who, upon no account 
whatever, could be brought to receed one Titdc 
from the Praftice of their Church. As on the o- 
ther Hand, the Presbyterian Party had Men amongft 
them> who would with as much Patience have heard 
a Minifter deliver Herejie from the Pulpit, as have 
fcen him read Prayers in a Surplice ; and who brand- 
ed with the Name of Idolatrous and Superjlitious eve- 
ry Ceremony retained by the Church of England. 
This gave rife to the two Branches of the Rigid 
Epifcopalians and Presbyterians^ which fubflft to this 
Day. The Hierarchy is the chief Subjedk of their 
Difference. The Diftinftion of Whigs and Tories 
comprehends both, becaufe the rigid Epifcopalians join 
with ihe Tories^ and the rigid Presbyterians with the 
fFhigs. 

From all that has been faid with relation to the 
different Branches of Whig and Tory^ it is eafy to ga- 
ther that thefe two Names are very obfcure and equivo- 
cal Terms, becaufe they convey, or ought to con- 
vey to the Mind different Idea's, according to the 
Subjeft diftourfcd of. For Inftancc, j hear it af- 
3 - . firmed 
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firmed in Converfation, that the Toria and Whigi are 
I very much enraged one againft another ; this raifes 
i in my Mind an Idea which takes in generally all the 
! different Branches of both Faftions. But if I am 
\ told that the Tories are for having the King abfo- 
lute and independent, or that the Whigs would be 
r glad the Regal Power were abolifhcd, I cannot ex- 
1 tend my Thought beyond the Furious State-Tories^ 
\ or the Republican-Whigs. The Reft of the Whigs and 
J Tbr/Vj would doubtlels be offended, at any fuch Im- 
i putations. In like manner, if I hear that the Tories 
! had rather fee a Papiji on the Throne than a Frote-^ 
\ fiant^ that fliould be favourable to the Whigs, J 
( Ihould injure the Tories in general, by imputing fuch 
! a Thought to them, which can only enter into the 
1 Breaft of the Popijh-Tories, and perhaps of fomc/i^- 
I rious State-Tories. Laftly, if I hear in Converfation 
{ that the Whigs aim at the Ruin of the Church of Eng- 
J landy 1 underftand this 'only of the Presbyterian^ 
\ WhigSj fince the Epifcopal Whigs^ amongft whom are 
\ feveral Bifliops, cannot with any Colour of Juftice 
J be charged with a Defign of ruining their own 
J Church. Thus the Names oi Tories and Whigs con- 
I vey to the Mind certain confufed Idea's, which few 
I Perfons are capable of rightly feparating. But this 
Difficulty ftill increafes, when it is corifidered that the 
{ fame Perfon may be either Whig or Tory, according 
I to the Subjedt we are upon. A Presbyterian^ for In^^ 
I ftance, who wifhes the Ruin of the Church of Eng^ 
; land, is certainly for that Reafon in the Wkig-V^nY. 
\ But let this fame Presbyterian oppofe with all his 
I Power th€ Attempts of feme of his Party, for the 
deftruftion or diminution of the Regal Authori- 
ty, and who will deny that this Man is, in that re!r 
fpe<3: at leaft, a true Tory ? In like manner, when 
the Church only is the Point in Hand, the Epifco- 
paUFiny can be confidercd in no other Light but 
t«hat of Tories, But how nrtany even of thefe are 
Wbigx wher^ the Governmcot is concerned ? Nor 
4rc they ForeigncFS only, who have fuch confufed 
' Vol. XIV, F f 2 IdcA 
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Idea's in this Matter ; the Englift) themfclvcs arc not 
exempt from them. Nothing is more frequent, than 
to hear a WT^ig charging the whole Body of the 
^ories^ with a Defign of dcftroying all the Rights , 
and Liberties of the Subjcft j and a Tory arraigning 
all tVbtgi without D>(l:in6tion, as utter Enemies to ' 
the Conftitution both in Church and State. Every 
Man turns thisConfufion of Idea's, occafioned by the | 
Names of /f^fgand ^Vry, to the charging of his Ad* | 
verfaries with what is m<^ Odious in either Party. 

After having thus given as diftin£t an Account as ^ 
I was capable, of the Meaning of the two Terms of I 
IVhig and Tiry, I am next to examine the different ' 
Springs and Interefts of the two Parties. Were wc t 
to refer our felves to what the. one fays againft the 
other, for Satisfadion in this Enquiry, nothing is 
more Juft, more Upright, more Equitable, than the ' 
Motives which they ad upon, namely, the Glory of 
God, the Honour of the King, the Publick Good, 
and the Welfare of the Nation. For my Part, if I 
may fpeak my Mind, it is my Belief that, as they 
are all Men, Intcreft is the grand Wheel which fets 
both in Motion. From the Time that the two Par- 
ties were formed, each has laboured with the moft 
\ earneft Application to gain a Superiority over the \ 
other, becaufe this is attended witn Pofts, Honours ' 
and Dignities, which are diftributed among the Mem- 
bers of the prevailing, in exclufion of thofe of the I 
contrary Faftion. This made King fVilliam fay that. 
If be bad Places enough to beJloWj bejhould foon recon-^ 
cile the two Parties. There would be yet another ! 
Expedient to accomplilh the End propofed by that 
Prince, and that would be the conferring all the ad- | 
vantagious Pofts upon neutral Lords. But it may 
be asked where fhall we find a fufficient Number of 
fuch, who are qualified to fuftain the higheft Pofts ? 
It is allowed indeed that the Number is but fmall. 
Neverthclefs I muft fay that there are fome, who, 
by their Capacity, their Impartiality, their Difin* 
tcrcftedncfs, would dcfervc a particular Diftinc- 
, ' tion. 
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tSon. I wifh I had an exaft Knowledge of them all, 
that their Names might be here infertcd, with the 
juft Encomiums due to each. But thcfe Lords fo 
worthy of being known, are but little heard of in 
foreign Parts, becaufe as they make their Court to 
neither Party, Employs, generally fpeakin^, fall not to 
their Share. Nevertheleft, it fometimes happens that 
Minifters arc in a manner obliged to find out thefc 
Neutral Lords, and advance them to the firft Digni- 
ties in the Kingdom. We know one efpecially who 
without having ever paid his Court to Minifters eir 
ther IVhig or "Tory^ was fent Ambaffadour and Pier' 
nipotentiary to conclude the Peace at Ryfwicky ho- 
noured with the Order of the Garter, fucceffively 
raifed to the Offices of Lord Privy-Seal, Lord Pre- 
fident of the Council, LorcJ High- Admiral of Ertgy 
land^ and Lord-Lieutenant oF Irelatidy though not 
one Step wajs made by him in SoUicitation of thofc 
Dignities. I fpeak of the Earl of Pembroke^ whofc 
Name and Reputation are better known than thofie 
'^ of fome other Lords of the fame Charaftcr, who 
*. ought to receive no Injury from my filcnce, Ampngft 
'I all his other Virtues his Integrity in the great Pofts 
' which he has filled, calls Tor much nobler Encomia * * 
' ums than he can receive from the Pen of a Foreigner, 
J who has neittier the Honour to know him perfonalr 
"; ly, nor to be known by him. A Dozen fuch No* 
^ blemen in England in the moft eminent Pofts, would 
\ infallibly crufli both Fadions at once, Then the 
Afpirers to Employs would make it a Merit to » 
efpoufe no Party, and this Impartiality would im-r 
^ mediately defcend from the Great Men to the Pcot 
pie. But this is a Happinefs which is rather to be 
defired than hoped. Neutrality, far from promoting . 
Pcrfons of diftinguifhed Merit, is on the contrary 
rather a fure Clog to hinder their Rifing, becaufe 
Klinifters and the Heads of Faftions have only af 
If eart the gratifying their p^n Cr^atureju ' 
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1 have faid that Intereft is the principal Motive 
which puts the two Parties in Adtion, and this is 
but too apparent. If, for Inftancc, the furious To- 
rtes are dcfirous of feeing the Sovereign in Poflefllon 
of abfolute Power, I very much doubt whether this 
flows from a Defire of procuring the Welfare of 
the Kingdom, even though they fhould be per- 
fwaded that Defpotifm is the moft compleat Form of 
Government: If the publick Good was the fole Spring 
of their A&ions, they would not labour with fo 
much Heat and Pafllon. The fame may be in a 
manner faid of the other Branches of the two Par- 
tics. Each would have it. believed that they have 
only the good of the Kingdom in View, while in 
Faa they are only labouring for Themfelves, their 
Family and Pofterity. But when I fay that Intereft 
is their principal Motive, I pretend not to exclude 
entirely many others, which may aduate as well the 
Heads as the Members of each Party. Some believe 
that their Principles really tend to the good of the 
State ; others adl from a Religious Motive ; fome arc 
fwayed by. Revenge, Party-Spirit, and the Defire of 
Superiority. Infinite other Motives there are which 
are not neceflary to be enlarged, on here ; that I may 
not be led to examine the Conduft of Particulars^ 
k is certain that many Men. jmay purfue the fame 
End from, different Moti^^es. It is of more Service to 
let the Reader into the Strength and different Inte- 
refts of both Parties. In order to this, it is neceflary 
to proceed in this Examination through the feveral 
Branches into which they arc .divided, I fiiall bcgitt 
with the Tories. 

. It is difficult at firft to conceive how in a Country 
bleffed with fo many Noble Priviledges as are enjoyed 
jn England^ and no where elfe, any Pcrfons fhould 
be found who are defirous of feeing the King invert- 
ed with ^unlimited Power. The Number indeed of 
thofe who openly profcfs themfelves to be of the 
Party which I call the f^riousTories is but very fmall. 
Never^helefs it is but too true that fuch a Party hai 

always 
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always been in England^ and ftill is to this Day, 
though difowned by the grcateft Part of thofe who 
are engaged in it. Can it be denied that fuch a 
Party exiftcd under the Reign of Charles I ? The 
very Jadges of the Kingdom, who are cfteemed the 
Interpreters of the Law, gave it as their Opinion^ 
that in Cafe of Ncceffity the King might impofe 
Taxes upon his Subjecfts, and that the King himfelf i$ 
the fole judge of fuch Neceffity. This was Cutting 
up by^ the Roots the nobleft Prerogative of Parlia- 
ment, and the princip^ll Caufe of its frequent Meet- 
ings. If the Sovereign can levy Taxes upon his Sub- 
je<Sts without any Authority from Parliament, it 
may be affirmed that their Seffions wiH be very rare, 
and perhaps, in Time, come to nothing. But the 
Parliament once lafd afide, what would become of 
the Priviledges and Immunities of the Subjeft } In 
all likelihood the Cafe would be the fame as it i^ 
in France^ fince the meeting of the States is difcori- 
tinued. Farther, have we not feen under the Reign 
of James II, the Judges, as far as their Opinion 
could do it, inveft the King with a Power of difpenfing 
with the Penal Laws ? And was not this making him 
abfolute and independent of Parliaments ? In (hor^ 
wc have feen Charles I, Charles II, James II, taking 
large Steps towards Arbitrarv Power, which they 
would never have attempted, out in hopes of finding 
\ numerous Abettors, Let it be remembered what 
! Steps were taken by Queen Anne in the laft Years of 
' her Reign ; for Inftance, in the precipitate Negotia- 
^ tion and Conclufion of the Peace oiUtretcht^ in the 
( Creation of twelve Peers at once, in the Violences 
pradifed in Parliamenrary-Eleftions 5 and it cannot 
^ be denied that they were fo many advances towards 
{ Dcfpotifm, to which fhe was egged on by the Party 
^ I am fpeaking of. It is therefore certain t:hat there 
' is fuch a Party in the Kingdom. But as thofe who arc 
I engaged in it dare not openly avow their Principles, 
• they cover them with the Pretence of maintaining 
' tbe Riffhts oi th« Crown, as if their Views reached 
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Name and Party, engage them farther than they 
ought to go. 

K% to the Church or Eccleftaftical Tories^ it may el- 
fily be conceived that they take in almoft the whole 
Kingdom, as this Branch is formed of all the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England. Therefore when the 
Queftion is only concerning Religion, between the 
Jrhig and Torj, the former are by no Means a 
Match for the latter. To this Superiority is owing 
the Readinefs with which the Eccleftaftical Tories fhcw 
their Refentment againft the Presbyterian : fVbigu 
It is not thus with the lPl)igs^ who in their greateft 
Profperiry dare not even difcover the leaft Thought 
of attacking the Church of England. They did it 
once under the Long-Parliament^ and it will never be 
forgot by the Tories. They look upon the JVbig Fac^ 
tipn as an Enemy always ready to undermine the 
Foundations of their Church, and, from what was 
once done, infer the Defire of doing the like again, 
whenever a favourable Opportunity prefents. This 
inclines them to receive with fo much Readinefs every 
impreflion ^yhich from Time to Time is given them 
of the Churches being in D anger ^ and this is the Arti- 
fice wiqh which they are fo eafily caught. Their 
Leaders know fo well how to make ufe of this Dif- 
jpofition^ that every Projeft of theirs relating to the 
State is always blended with fomc Intereft of the 
Church. This is an admirable Expedient to unite 
the whole Party^ which would be very much divided, 
were the Government only concerned. This gave 
Charles 1^ a Number pf Abettors, whom afluredly 
he would have wanted, had the Parliament never fal- 
kn upon the Church of England. Moreover it was 
this^ which in the Reign of Charles II, put the Duke 
of Tork, though a Papift^ at the Head of the Ejnf 
copal Tories^ who willingly concurred with him, for 
the Deftrudion of their Enemies. Whenever Kii^ 
tVilliam turned to thp Side of the fFhigs^ the Tories 
were always full of imaginary Fears ofihis prc^ft'^ 
ing the {li^jn of their Church. The i«pi6 Metho4 
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" Was.pjaftifed in the firft Years of Queen Anne^ be- 
caufe the Miniftry was then compofrd of ff^bigs or 
^» moderate Tories. The fame imaginary Fear threw the 
^l EjpifcopalianSj towards the Conclufion of that Reign, 
^i into the Scheme? of Men who apparently had no RcJi- 
'3 gion at all. In Ihprt, on this very Pretence, wc 
« lately faw in the Reign of King George a Popijh Pre- 
^ tender called in tofcreen the Church of England from 
i' ■ the Attempts which (he might have to fear from the 
nj Whigs. It is therefore the eftablifhed Religion which 
1' gives Power to the Tory Pariy. It is certain that if 
f the Secret of Interefting the Church in the Quarrel 
ft was not known, th^ furious Tories would make % 
si vejry contemptible Figure, and the Difference between 
t the moderate fVbigs and Tories would caufe none of 
% thofe 0ifttirbances in the Kingdom, which have 
Ei reigned fo long there* 

^ Jt is trjue that ampngft the Cburcb-Tories^ there are 

i\ a great many who are very fenfiblc of the Artifice^ 

which engage the whole Party in a Quarrel which i< 

i' only advancagious tq a few. Of this Number are 

i thcfe whom I call Lor^ Church-Men^ who arc fotnc 

t of them, in Pofleffion of the firft Dignities of the 

' Church. But they are by no Means the ftrongeft. 

fi ' The Party of the rigid Cburcbmen is by far the ihoft 

\ numerous. This laft Branch is compofcd cf almoft 

\ all the lower Clergy, of fome Bifhops, of both Uni- 

ii yerfities, particularly that of O)cford^ and thofc Ror 

8 dies draw after them infinite Numbers of Lay Pcsr- 

( fons. Thefc rigid Men compofe the High-Cburcb^ as 

J it is called, that is to. fay, a Chureh which has no 

) Mixture of Presbyterianifm. Thcfe Men are fo at- 

' tached to every Form and Mode of the Churdh of 

) England^ that they would not relax upon any one 

\ Point for any Confidenation whatfoever, and by this 

their StifFnefs, they difcover more of the Spirit of 

i Party, than of Zeal for. Religion. T Ihould not 

even fear to fay, that many of thefe Men- would 

rather chufe to fee England under Poj>ery than Pre/- 

hyterianifm. Now as the Low-^Cburcbmen^ though 

more 
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more moderate in their Opinions, neverthelefi look 
upon the Hierarchy as an eflcntial Point ; it is not 
at all farprizing that the Tories arc all united when 
the Growth of fTbiggifm is to be oppofed, which has 
all the Presbyterians in its Party, It is perhaps an 
Artifice of the State-Tories to have given, or at leaft 
to continue with fo much Care, the Name of Tories 
to the EpifcopalianSj in order to confound in the fame 
Party, Interefts of a diflFcrent Nature, bccaufe this 
Confufion is very ferviceable to them. 

The Papifts are likcwife confidered as one Branch 
of Tories^ becaufc they always continue attached to 
this Faftion. As they can never hope to fee Popery 
the reigning Religion, until an abfolute King is on 
the Throne, it is not at all ftrange that they fide with 
the furious Tories. Such Friends indeed would bring 
but a fmall Acceflion of Strength to the TorieSy if 
the Englijb Papifts were the whole ; becaufe as they 
have neither Places, nor Votes in Eled^ions, their In- 
fluence caii be but fmall. But this Admiflion of Pa^ 
pifts into the Tory-Intereftj engages Jikewifc foreign 
Powers in it, who can on certain Occafions be very 
ferviceable. Neverthelcfs it cannot be denied, that by 
this the Tories give their Enemies great Advantages 
againft them, who make ufe of this Pretence to ren* 
dcr them odious. 

If the Leaders of the Tory Party had only the Pre- 
rogatives of the King, and the Rights of the Church 
of England at Heart, one might almoft aflure perpe- 
tual Vidory to them, as they would be purfuing the 
true Intereft of the Kingdom. But as it fometimes 
happens that thefe are only Pretexts to cover other 
Dcfigns, lefs agreeable to the Good of the State, 
when once thefe Defignsare difcovered, their Friends 
generally draw oflF, a Divifion of the 7(7r;y-Members 
being a neceffary Confequence of fuch Difcovery. 
This makes me think that it is next to impoffible 
that they fhould ever fucceed in their Views of fetting 
the Pretender upon the Throne, or of invefting any 
King whatfocver with abfolute Power. This Opi- 

won 
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tioh of mine arifes from this, chat neither the lute* 
reft nor the Wifhes of the Nation in general indine 
that Way. And hence it is, that they fo firmly cf- 
poufe the Interefta of France^ as they are very fcnfi- 
ble they need the Affiftance of that Nation, It was 
; feen in the laft War, that the ill Succefles of thac 
; Crown were fo many terrible Mortifications to them, 
and therefore every Artifice was made Ufe of to Jef- 
fcn the Importance of them : Accordingly when they 
^ were at the Helm, their flrft Care was to clofe up 
the Wounds which France had received. Neverthe- 
' lefs it is very difficult for France to put them in Pof- 
I fcffion of their Wifhes. Great Britain is an Ifland 
' which cannot be attacked unawares ; and which, 
1 while there is a good Underftanding between King 
^ and Parliament, can fend out Fleets which France is 
' not in a Condition to look in the Face. 
^ Tht furious Tories are therefore to be iconfidered as 
[ a Fa£tion» which has no Encouragement from the 
^ Conjunftures of the Time, confequcntly their Intereft 
^ is to keep themfelves in a State of Inadion, until a 
^ more favourable Opportunity ofiers to exert them- 
f felvcs. But to be Quiet is no Part of 'their Charac- 
^ ter. They are incapable of fitting ftill while they 
^ fee themfelves excluded from all Places of Honour 
I and Profit. Which probably are the main Springs 
which fet them in Motion. It is neverthelcls cer- 
i tain, that the Difturbances raifed by them from Time 
k to Time to very little Purpofc, are attended with great 
t Injury to themfelves, as well as to all the Tories in ge- 
f neral, who never mifs of being charged with the 
ij Faults and Pafllons of thofe who are looked upon as 
i their Leaders. This very Confideration obliges fonie 
L^f the more moderate to defert their Party. 
J ^ As to the three other Branches of the Tories, that 
i is to fay vthe moderate, the rigid, and the low, ic 
[ would be a Folly in the ff^ig^ to think of their 
i Ruin by violent Methods. This could not be exe- 
J cuted without over-turning the whole Fabrick of the 
I Conftitution. They may indeed cwludc them from 
i . Pofts 
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Pbfts ;incl publick Employs. But fhould their Jm* 
prudence incite them to an Attempt againft the 
Church of England^ they would run the hazard of 
raifmg a Storm, which might coft them the Supe- 
riority they at prefent enjoy. Therefore it is the In- 
tcreft of the fVhigs to leave the Church in repofe, 
and their Condud makes it manifcft that they are 
perfeftly convinced of this Truth. Though the Pro- 
vocations given them haVe been many, it is not fcen 
that their prefent Enjoyment of Power infpires any 
Thoughts of Revenge upon the Epifiopal Party. 
On the contrary their grand Aim is to divide that 
Party from the Reft of the ^oriesj by convincing 
them that they bear no Ill-will to the Church. If 
they could fuccecd here, their Vidory over the furi^ 
CU5 Tories could not fail of being compleat. But thefe 
laft fufficicntly fcnfible of the Prejudice, which this 
Condud brings to them, endeavour to prevent its 
Effcdts by always bringing the Church into their 
Quarrel, and infpiring the People with continual A- 
larms of Danger to the Church of England from the 
Prafticcs of the IVhigs. 

After having thus laid open the Views^ Strength^ 
and Intereft of the Tc?ry- Fadion, I am next to fpeak 
to the four Branches of the fVbigs^ their Oppofites. 
As to the Repuhlican-Whigs they are at prefent very 
ihconfidcrablc as to Number, and their Party daily 
diminifhes. There is not the leaft Probability of 
their ever finding again an Opportunity like that 
which they had during the Troubles of Charles Ps 
Reign. 

1 have already taken Notice that the main DifFe- 
rence betwixt the moderate IVhigs and moderate Tories 
lies in this ; that thefe rurn the Ballance on the Side 
of the King, and thofe on that of the Subjcd:. But 
this prevents not their joining when the State is in 
J3anger. Were the moderate Uortes not: all Epifcopal^ 
and the moderate IVhigs with fewer Presbyterians a- 
rhongft th^m, it might be hoped that thefe two 
Brunciies of fFhig. and Tory would remain for ever 
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united; as^they feemed to be upon the Death of 
King William. But when I fay that the one incline 
moft on the Side of the King, and the others on that 
oftheSubjed, I fpeak only the Truth, without Re- 
gard to what the Parties fay. They on the contrary 
aflurc you, that they have no other Aim than the 
Prcfervation ot the Government in the Condition 
that it has fublifted for fo many Ages. So that when 
you hear them fpeak, you would think they form, 
and always had formed dne and the fame Party. Ic 
is nevertJiclcfs but too true, that their different In- 
clination frequently obliges them to divide, though , 
it is to be prefumed that their Intentions are equally 
good, and their Differences only founded in the 
Means made ufe of to put them in Execution. One 
Side perhaps is too jealous of the Increafc of the Roy- 
al Prerogative, and the other fears it not enough. 
But ftill it is Religion which gives them the moft 
effcntial Diftinftion, as one Party is compofcd wholly 
of Epifcopalians^ and the other has a great Mixture 
of Presbyterians. Now to diftinguifh well the Inte- 
refts of the Cbnrcb from thofe of the State^ requires 
a Difcernmcnt of which all are not capable. Ncver- 
thelefs ic may be affirmed, cnat the Branch of the 
moderate fVhigs confidered feparately, and in it felf, 
is not left powerful than that of the moderate Tories. 
But when both join together they form a Party 
which would be refiftlefs, if Religion were out of 
the Qucftion, The great Bufinefs therefore of the 
moderate IVhigs is to affift the People as much as pof- 
fible, to part the Interefts of the Church from thole of 

^ the State ; for which Purpofe they arc to treat the £- 
pifiopal Party with great Moderation. Nor ought 
they to be lefs careful how they liften to the Repul-^ 

.licaH'fVhigs^ which would only exafpcrate xht moderate 
Tories^ who in many Cafes are neceffary to them. But 
on the other Hand, nothing ought to be negleded by 
them for the breaking the Meafures oixht furious Tories^ 
who are their real Enemies. Such is the Courfc they 
are to fteer to prcfcrve their Reputation and Credit. 

Come 
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V ^ Come vrt now to. the Eccleftajikal Whigs as I have 
termed them. Thefe are divided into two Branches^ 
of which the firft is, that of the rigiVi Presbyterians^ 
who abfolutcly rejedt not only the Ecclefiaftical Hier- 
archy^ but moreover every Ceremony pra^ifed in the 
Ch\}rch of England. Their Number is very confidcr- 
able in England^ but they are ftill more confiderable 
by having all Scotland on their Side. They are con- 
tinually labouring the Propagation of Presbyterianifm^ 
and on fome OccaHons the leading fFbigSj to make 
them eafy, are obliged to take fome Steps which are 
prejudicial to the whole Party. It is eafy to conceive, 
that the Intcreft of the rigid Presbyterians requires an 
Innovation in the eftablifhed Religion, becaufe it can 
only be by fome great Revolution that their own can 
ever be uppermoft. Wherefore they are looked on 
as dangerous Men, and very unfit to Head the Pftrty 
' of the ff^igs, who in all Appearance, would be but 
ill conduded by fuch Leaders. 

Laftly, there is another Branch of EcclefiaJHad 
Whigs, Vfhicht^ktsm the moderate Presbyterians ; and 
into this Scale we may throw the reft of the Nan- 
Conformijlsy as fakers, Anabaptifts^ &c. who find 
more Encouragement £Pom the /f^ig5;than front. the 
Tories^ though at the bottom their Jundion brings 
no great Acceflion of Strength to the Party. : The 
moderate Presbyterians Icfs Scrupulous, lefs paifionate, 
and lefs obftinate than the Rigid ones, make no Scru« 
pie to join the Aflemblics held in the way of the efta- 
bliftied Church, and even of communicating therein 
when their Intereft requires. If it were left to their 
Choice, Presbyterianifm would be the reigning Religi- 
on. But they cannot think it confillent with any 
Prudence to labour to make it fo by violent Me- 
thods. '"They are fufEciently fenfible that fuch an At- 
tempt would infallibly unite all the Tories, againft 
them ; whereas it is the Intereft of all the fFhigs to 
hold them divided -by artfully keeping up the Diftin«> 
6tion between State and Churcb-Torie^y and letting the 
World fee that theit Defigns are not aimed againft 
3 ^ the 
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the latter. Thefc moderate Presbytertans are, out of 
all doubt, the moft dangeroUs Encttiie^ that the /an-* 
0U5 and rigid Tories have to do with, becaufe the Mo- 
deration of their Coridudt difarms their Enemies, and 
deprives theiA ot the beaten Tdpick j of Danger in* 
i tended to the Church of Englandi Thcfe were the 
, Men ftrUck at by the fories in their Aft pafled, to- 
wards the Conclufiori of Queen Jinhe^s Reign, to pre-^ 
, vent Occaftonal Conformity. As Numbers are unac- 
: qiiainted with the Nature of this Ad I Ihall in few 
i Words explain it. 

] We hAVc (ecn beforfe, ' thit Under the fteign of 
J 6W/<?jr II, an v^^ paired called t\it Conformity A5ly 
'; Whereby any Perfon admitted to any Publiek Enl- 
j ploy was to bring a'Certifidate of his havihg receiv- 
j ed the Comniunion in the Church of England. The 
; ItitedC of this Aft was to exclude all Non-Conformijls 
j from Places of ahy Kind. It had indeed the Succeft 
defired with regard to the rigid Presbyterians^ who 
I, could not bring themfelves to receive the Communion 
J from the H^nds of ^ Bifhopj or a Mittifter of the 
I Epifcopal Church. But the moderate Presbyterians were 
I troubled with none of thofc Scruples. On their Ad** 
^ mifflon to ahy Poft that required it, they never he- 
I fitated to receive the Communion in an Epifcopat 
Churth, and to take the proper Certificates. It wa$ 
J not poflible for the Tories to add any Explanation td ' 
j this An during the Reign of King James^ who on the 
,, (Contrary, indulged an univerfal Liberty of Confci- 
' ence \ nor in the Life of King fPWiamj or the firft 
, Years of Queen Anne. But having the Power in theit 
; Hands, at the Conclufion of her Reign, they were 
' not contented with reviving this AU^ but added to 
j it a Claufe to |)revent Occaftonal Conformity^ oi" the 
,, communicating in the Church of England for the fake 
I of fome Employnient under the Governrtient* This 
excluded not only the rigid but moreover the moderate 
[ Presbyterians from all Publiek Trufts* In Effeft^ by ' 
this AH which is (kill in Force^ it is not fuflticicnt to 
communicate once ia an Epifiopal Church to qualify 
Vet. XIV. Gg gnc^s 
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one's Self for a Placc> as was the Praftice before, 
but it muft appear from the Tcnour of a Man's Prac- 
tice, that he is truly and really a Member of the 
Church of England. If the WT^figs who at prcfent are 
in Power, fhould think of a repeal of this AS^ the | 
Motion would be immediately complied with. But 
for Reafons already hinted at, there is great Likeli- 
hood that it will be left in Force, and its Enemies 1 
content themfclvcs with winking at the Offences com- 
mitted againft it. ^ ^ , 

The Strength of the two Parties being fuch as we 
have feen, and the Intereft of the different Branches 
fo oppofite ; it feems*to mc a natural Confcquence, 
that the Placing a Poptjb Prince upon the Throne, 
while the King and Parliament are in Union, and the 
Rights of the Church are left untouched, is a Thing , 
almoft impoflible. Some Illufions may from Time 
to Time be put upon the People by Fears fuggefted 
^f the Church'si banger : But fuch Illufions cannot 
poitibly be of any long Continuance, when it is feen 
that no Attempts are made that way. Now if Reli- 
gion is not concerned, that is to fay, if the Epifcopa- 
Hans Ihall not think themfelves under any abfolute 
Ncceffity of trying all ways to fave their Church 
from Ruin, the Endeavours made in favour of the 
Pretender J will ever prove feeble and fuccefslels. As 
often as any Attempt fhall be made to place him up* 
on the Throne, the moderate State and Cburcb-Tories I 
will join the Party, of the Pf^higSj and in fuch Cafe 
prove an Over-match for the furious ^ories^ cven'^ 
backed by the rigid Church -Tories^ which probably j 
never will be. For we are not to imagine from the j 
NoiTe of a few of thefe rigid Church -Tories^ that the ^ 
whole Faftion are defirous of feeing a Popijh Prince 
upon the Throne. They are zealous for the Church, 
but a Church that is Protejlant ; and this very Zeal ^ 
forbids their hazarding the Ruin of their Rcligioiw 
It will be faid perhaps that France wiU afSft the fih i 
rious Tories with all her Forces. This is what I can- 1 
not eafily believe for Reafons I ihall mention here* 

aftcri 
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after ; but though France fhould heartily engage In 
this Undertaking, yet the Execution would be diffi- 
cult on account of the Situation and Naval Power of 
England. I fee nothing but a Surprize which could 
I be capable of producing the EfFeft defired by the/i/- 
rious Tories and Papijisj and fome rigid Churchmen, 
^ In the mean Time there is great likelihood that the 
^ Attempt lately niade, will oblige the King and Par- 
s liament td take all neceffary Precautions againft any 

fuch Surprizes for the future. 
L . There is ftill another everlafting Obftacle which lies 
I in thelnray of a Popijh Prince, and that 'is, the Pof- 
f ieffioh of foiiie good Share or other of the Lands of 
1 the Monafteries fupprefled by //ifwr^ VIII, by almoft 
i tvcry diftinguilhed Fartiily in England. The Ancef- 
i tors of the prefent Pofleflors either received them in 
i Preftnts from the King^ or purchafcd* them of him at 
j an eafy Rate. If then a Popjh Prince fhould at this 
; Day niount the Throne, there is almoft no doubt to 
li be made but he would try to make his the reigning 
i Religion. But fhould his Attempt prove fuccefsful, 
'i ifrhsLt Danger would not thefe Eftates be in ? In all 
13 prbbability^they would be wrefted out of the Hands * 
£ 5f the prefent Poflcflbrs. Nay, who knows that 
[t they would not be called to account for the Rents 
t and Profits that have arifen frOm thence ? It is there- 
^ fore manifeft, that the Tories and fFbigs have an equal 
'i Intcreft in the Prevention of this Danger. If the 
i Advocates for a Popjb Prince were to be ftriftly ex- 
aminedj it Would be found, without doubt, either 
i that they have no PofTeffions of this kind, or believe 
f they have particular Reafbns to flatter themfeives 
^ with an Exemption from the generalLaw, or with 
f being made amends fome other way. 
V I am now to give a more diftinft Idea of the two 
^ Parries of fFhigs and Tories^ by fhowing their refpec- 
^ five Charaiiers. 

i The Tories in general are fierce and haughty. The 
I' Pf^bigs are treated by them with the mmoft Contempt, 
, And even with Rigour when thicy have them under. 
^ y PL. XIV. Gg2; As 



45 X A ^iffertatton on the Origin 

As the Tory-FaSiion is compofed of Epifcopalians^ wha 
properly make the Body of the Nation 5 they look 
upon thcmfclvcs as the prevailing Party, and cannot 
bear the Thoughts of Equality, much lefs of Supe- 
riority, in their Adverfaries. I cannot better com- 
pare the Behaviour of the Tories to the ff^bigs^ than 
to that of the Roman Catholicks to the Prot^am$ in 
Countries where the former have ^he Advant^eof 
Number, and the Support of the Government, It is 
with regret that t\i^Tories allow the Presbyterians even 
Liberfy of Confcicnce. When the Power is in their 
Hands they ^eldom fail to prohibit their Affcmblies, 
and to exclude them from Publick Employments by 
ASls of Parliament. The laft Years of Q^ieen Am 
afforded flagrant Inftances of the Haughtinefs of tb^ 
Party. 

There is ftill another Charafter which belongs to 
them. They arc exceeding paflionate and. precipi- 
tate in their Motions. This often difconcerts all their 
Projefts. When they have the Reins in their Hands 
they drive with amazing Rapidity. Surprizing Proofs 
of this were fcen under the Reigns of Charles II, 
James II, and the late Queen. Neverthelefs it is to 
be owned that this Rapidity it not always the Refult 
of blind ungoverned Fury, but has fometimes its 
Foundation in Politicks. As the /«nV«i STmVj, who 
are commonly at the Head of the whole Party, have 
fometimes Schemes for the Alteration of the Govern- 
ment, in purfuit of them they are obliged to lay im* 
mediate hold on the firft Expedient which offers, bc- 
caufe the Opportunities to efFeft their Defigns are na- 
turally (hort and tranfient. For Inftance, under the 
Reign of Charles II, it was neceflary to flop the Pro- 
grefs of the Whigs^ for fear the King* who was with 
fome Difficulty, and for other Intereft than. his own 
brought into the Plot, fhould happen to alter his 
Mind. Befides, no Time was to be loft, becaufe \t 
was well known that the Whigs yttxt hard at W^rfc to 
, let the Nation into the Defigns of the Court. So 
again, when 7<^»i^^ II, afcendcd the Throne, the Pre- 

fumptivc 
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fiimptive Heirefs to the CroWn was his eldeft Daugh- 
* tcr the Princcft of Orange^ a Lady firmly attached to 
f the ProteJiant-InicreR. Wherefore as the King might 
'• dye without Heir-Male, all his Schemes he faw would 
'• prove abortive by his Death, if he took not proper 
5 Care to finifti the Work during his Life. It was ne- 
\. ccflary therefore to make hafte, becaufe the like Op- 
B portunity would in all Appearance never offer again 
fi after his Death. For the fame Reafon, Queen Jnne 
i being Childlefs when fhe put the Miniftry into Tory 
i Hands, a Peace was to be concluded with France out 
r of Hand, and fpeedy Meafures taken for fccuring 
i the Crown to the Pretender^ tor fear her Death fhould 
t prevent the Execution, as it adually fell out. It 
i vrz& undoubtedly with this View that a Peace was fo'^ 
ii haftily ftruck up with Lewis XIV, becaufe his Af- 
iiftance was thought neceffary to accomplilh the 
f • Work. Probably, if the Queen had lived a little 
? longer, the A6t of Succeflion had been repealed. 
i; But this Precipitation which feems fo neceffary to the 
\i Schemes of the Tories^ is on the other Hand prejddi- 
ji cial to them; as it too often lays open the Defigns of 
i^ their Leaders, which are of a Nature that requires a 
i flow and gradual Execution. To fecure the defired 
.) Succefs, they muft neceffarily have a long and peace- 
:; able Reign, a King that favours their Deflgns, and 
r is able to manage himfelf^ or at lead: is ready to be 
^ guided by their Counfels. 

i Another Charafter of the Tories is, their Change of 

Principle as their Party prevails or otherwife. When 
they have the Prince on their Side, the Doftrine of 
' F^ffive Obedience is fupported with all their Power, 
\ and every Ordinance of the King is to be obeyed 
without anv Difcuffion of the Thing enjoined 5 the 
Meaning ot which is to difarm the fVhigs^ and per- 
fwade them to fuffer themfelves to be opprcffed with- 
out making any Refiftance. But when the Govern-^ 
, ment is in other Hands this fame Podrine is by them 
laid afide or forgotten. Thus we fee in all the Tory^ 
Writen^ who have trianfinitwd the Troubles of the 

G g 3 Reign^ 
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Reign of C barks I, the Doftrjne of Pajftve Ob^dieme 
cftablilhed as a Principle certain and inconteftablc. 
This is owing to their Paflion of having alj the Mca* 
furcs of the Parliament, for their own Pefence ; every 
Oppofition of the fame to >he Dcfigns of the King, 
eftccmcd as the blackeft Trcafon, Again, when the 
Presbyteriam were pcrfecuted in Chqrle^ IPs Reign, 
Pajfive Obedience echoed every where. But it wa^ 
ft ill wprfe under Jav^es II. 1 ipy feff remember to 
have heard the Cpnfequences of this ppftrine pufhed 
from the Pulpit as far, and perhaps farther than ever 
they had been in France^ under the Reign of Le^JDis 
XIV. Greai: Strefs was laid upon a Canon d 2l Con- 
vocation of the Church of England^ which imported, 
f * That Arms taken up againft the King by the Sub^ 
f ' jeft, let the Pretence be what it ^ould, was dircft 
f* Rebellion ; That whether the Subjeft was upoq 
*• the Offenfive or Defenfive^ he was clearly con- 
** denined by St. PfinU who tells him, ^hat be fiajl 
" receive to bimfelf Damnt^iion." But tht Convocation. 
in which this Canon was made, was held under Arch^ 
bifhop Laud^ when Charles I, was abfplute, a little 
before the Beginning of the Troubles. But wherf 
King William was upon the Throne, the Doftrine of 
Pajjive Obedience was no longef inforced, becaufe that 
King \yas cpnfidercd as no Friend to the Ivories. The 
Cafe Was the fame under Queen Anne^ while the Mi- 
niftfy was compofed of Whigs and moderq,fe 2in>j. 
But the Dodlrine revived when that Princefs had de- 
livered herfelf up to the Coiiduft of the furious To^ 
Ties, Since King George has filled the Thrpne, the 
furious and rigid, Tories plainly fhpw that this Doftrine 
is only admitted by thfem when they have a Prince 
of their own Party, but is rejefted without any Scru- 
ple when the Government is not for them. For this 
Purpqfc they have a Diftindion ready betwixt a King 
dejure, and a King de faS^Oy^^tid mfiintaJn that on- 
iy the King dejure has a Title to this Obedience ; but 
fuch is every King who favours them, whether he is 

upon the Tbrom^ or has OJftly Prctcfnfioas to ic, 

. ... i ... ...... .... . ^^ 
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Let us now fpcak to the. Charafter of the Wligs. 
Thofe of this Faction who are of the rigid Presbyte-^ 
rians^ are a ftubborn obftinate Generation, who per- 
haps would be neither Icfs hot nor paflionate than 
the Toriei were they in Poffeffion of Power, But as 
ever fince the Long Parliament the Party has never 
been under their Direftion, it is not upon them that 
we are to form the general Charafter of the WhigSy 
J whereas that of the Toriei is to be taken principally 
from tht furious and rigid Tories, who are their Lea-* 
ders and Direftors. 

Thofe who are at the Head of the fFbig Fa5iion^ are 
. much more moderate than the Leaders of the Tories. 
I Befides, their Condud proceeds generally upon fixed 
j; Principles, from which they never varv, except when 
i the Presbyterians are to have Favour mown them, to 
,, keep them in Heart. Far from defiring, like the 
^, Tories^ to carry Things with a high Hand, and by 
Dint of Force, they advance gradually, without Heat 
or Violence. Their grj^ateft Trouble is to curb the 
Paflion of fome among them, who, were they fuffer^ 
ed to have their way, would quickly ruin the Party. 
By this Moderation, they try to infinuate mildly in* 
to the People, that they have no ill Defigns againft: 
the Church of England^ to the End they may feparate 
the Church-Tories from. the furious Tories. A§ it is for 
the Intereft of the Tories to confound all the Branches 
of their Party, and blend them together into one 
Body, to be direfted by the Leaders ; fo it is the 
Bufinefs of the Wf^higs to have thefe feveral Branches 
dif^inguilhed, that the Epifcopalians may be prevent- 
ed from being Tools to the Defigns of the furious 2"^- 
ries. But they would never be able to gain this Point 
were they to ufe Violence?. Thus the Gentlenefs and 
Moderation of x)^tWhigT is no lefs founded in Policy, • 

than theHallinefs and Precipitatipn of the Tories. 

The JVbigs are charged with being greedy of Riches 
and Honours, and ungrateful to their Adherents, 
which makes their Ipriends often forfake them. I can 
fay notlUDg to thilf not being well enough informed 

C g 4 of 
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of the Particular Concerns of the Party. Befides, 
the examining thb Imputation would lead me to con- 
fider the Conduft pf thofc who think themfelves ill 
dealt with, a Thing I would avoid, as contrary to my 
Intent of keeping to Generals, However this be, 
it may be faid for the moderaie JVbigs^ that generally 
ttheir Caqfe is good, namelv, the Conftitqtion of the 
Government is eftablifhed by Law, They err in- 
deed fontietimes through too much Care and Diftruft, 
which makes them now and then do Things contra- 
JTy to their true Intereft, and repugnant to their own 
Principles, feeing on certain Occafions they maintain 
the Privileges of the Nation and Parliament, by in- 
crpaching on the Prerogatives of the Crown. 

As to the Eccleftaliical IVbigs^ who are no other 
than the Presbyterians^ all that can be faid of them, 
is, that they are extremely prejudiced againfl: Bijhops^ 
and the whqle Hierarchy. Now the Queftion is, whe- 
ther this fame Prejudice be well grounded, or in cafe 
it be fo, whether it affords jaft Caufe for Separation. 
For my Part, I look upon this Difpute between the 
Epifcopalians and Presbyterians as of little Confequence, 
And therefore I can by no means approve the 
Stiffnefs of the Presbyterians in a Country where the 
Reformation is eftablifhed according to the Way of* 
the Church of England^ fince the two Churches differ 
in no elTential Point. I fay the fame of the Scotch 
Epifcopalians^ and perhaps in England it felf greater 
Regard fhould be had to the Scruples of the Presbyte- 
rians. But this is only my private Opinion, which 
I dp not intend to impofe as % Rule for the one or 
the other tP go by. 

Before I proceed. It will be proper to obviate an 

Objeftion which, may naturally occur tP the Reader, 

'namely. That ^Very Thing in England being done by 

way of Parliaments, thefe Unions above-mentioned, 

whether of the Branches of the fanie Party, or of the 

'Branches of difrehent P^rtVK, . feem to ho Piirpofe, 

^urflefs made in the Parii^ment/it felf between the 

:|Vletpb?rs, But fo far are. fuch %^nions fran^'taking 
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Place in the Parliament, that one of the Parties ge- 
nerally fo prevails there, as to render the Union of 
the reft of the Members intirely infignificant. 

To this I anfiver, firft, that the Parliament con- 
lifting of two Houfes, whereof that of the Lords re* 
mains always the fame without any confiderable 
Change, thefe Unions may take Place in that Houffc 
•whofe Principles are not fo variable as thofe of the 
J Commons. Now as the Upper-Houfe has Power to 
c throw out the Bills fent up by the Lower ^ it foUowi 
. that the Lords, by means of fuch Unions, may break 
g the Commons Meafures. Confequently thefe Unions 
i may be of great Moment. 

Secondly, thefe Unions may influence the Eleftions 
J. of Members. For Inftance, on Sufpicion that a Po* 
J pjh Prince is intended to be fct on the Throne, the 
I moderate Tories and Low-Chureb-men may join with 
ff^igSj and caufe fuch Reprefentatives to be chofcn 
I as are againft what is feared, and thereby break the 
^ Mealures of the furious and rigid Tories. 

Thirdly, even in a Houfe of Commons^ where the 
T^ry-Members have the Majority, the moderate among 
them feeing fomc Dcfign in Hand prejudicial to the 
Nation, may, very poffibly go with the WhigSy and . 
hinder -it from taking Effeft. The moderate fVhigs: 
might in like manner join with the Tories^ it they 
faw the Republican-Fany growing too ftrong. 

It muft however be owned that Party-Spirit, the 
Cabals of the Leading- Men, the Intrigues of the 
Court, Private Intereft, may bear too great a Sway 
in the Debates of Parliament. To fay all in a Word, 
the Parliament is made up of Men who are not free 
from Paffions. If the Parliament were toanfwerthc 
Idea which thofe conceive of it who are not thorough- 
ly acquainted with its Nature, it would be an JJfem* 
hly of Perfect Men. But as there is no fuch Thing, 
it would be proper, at leaft, to reform certain Abu^ 
fes, for which hitherto ho Remedy has been found, or 
it may be fo ^uch as fought. Though this , leads nie 
a little frona my Subje<a, I Ihall ft;iv ^ Moment and 
^ "" naakc 
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make bold to poinc out (bme of thefe Abufes; This 
may at leaft ferve to give a fuller Knowledge of the 
Englijh Conftitution, which though excellent in its 
Nature, is neverthelefs liable to fome Imperfee^ 
tions. 

The firft Abufe lies in the too great Influence of the 
Court in the Ele^bions of Members, and confequent<- 
I7 in the Refolutions of the Parliament. This Influ- 
ence, as is plain, is owing to the Diviflon between 
the IVbigs and Tories which gives the King an Advan- 
tage, he would doubdefs be without, were all the 
People of one Mind. When one of the Parties gets 
into the Miniftry, the Lieutenancies of the Counties 
and all the Court- Places are conferred on their Crea- 
tures. That done, a new Parliament is called. Then 
befides the Money privately diftributed by the Mini- 
/ ftry, if Report is to be credited, the Perfons that are 
m Authority in the Towns and Counties, ufc all 
their Intereft and Skill to get fuch Members chofen 
as are favourable to the Court, that the Miniftry 
may have a Majority of Votes in the Houfe of Com* 
piom. We may judge how effeAual thefe Intrigues 
are by this (ingle Con (ideration, that commonly their 
is a ^^/g-Parliament when the Miniftry is fo, and a 
in7ry-Parliament when the Minifters arc Tories^ Ne- 
verthelefs the Thing is not fo very certain, but that 
we find fometimes molt of the Elections to be car- 
ried againft the Court. But this fcarce ever h^pens, 
qnlefs the Nation in general is fatisfied that the Court 
is aimmg at fome Thing d^ruftive of the State, or 
the Liberties of the Suqedt, I fay nothing of our 
feeing in the late Reign twelve Peers created at once, 
with the folc View of procuring the Court a Majority 
in the Houfe of Lords. This is a palpable 9s well 
as a very dangeroys Abufe. 

Another Abufe lies in many fmajl Burroughs havr 
ing a Right to fend Reprefeppatives to Parliament 
"whofe Votes have the fame Weight with thofe of the 
Members of London and W^efimi^er^ notwithftanding 
th? great Pifproportioft lic^w?C» ^« J&Is^tQTs of the 

Qpe 



{ 



of the Government */ E w g L4 h d^ 459 

one and the other. In thefe infigni$cant Boroughs 
I it is, that by.thelnflaence of the Court, Members 

are chofen that have not fp much as one Foot pf 
I Land near the Place. It is urged by fome, that ithefe 

Boroughs have a Right of as Jong Standing as the 
E Parliament it felf, having enjoyed it ever fince the 
5 Time of the jinglo-Saxons ; others take it to be of a 
I much later Date. But, however that be, it is at pre?* 
I icnt a monftrous Abufe, that Villages of four or five 
i thatched Hpufes, ihould be upon the Level in Par^ 

Jiament i^th the largeft Citie$ of the Kingdom. 
I A third Abufe there is of great Importance, and 
) which ought to be reformed, (ince it isin fomeMea? . 
; fure contrary to Magna Cbarta^ on whiph t)ie Englt/k 

found their Liberties and Privileges. In this Charr ' 
J ter. King John promifes in cxprcfs Terms, for him- 
^ felf and Succefibrs, (o declare beforehand the Caufe 

pf the SuRitnons to Parliament. As long as this 
, Cuftpm was pbff^rved, the Points to be debated ii^ 
J Parliament were not many, for which the Members 
J came prepared, ^d the Spflipns never lafted but % 
J few Days. If this was the Way now, the Boroughs 
' and Counties might give their Reprcfentatives In- 

ftruftions upon the Affairs for which the Parliament 

is fummoned, or at leaft, might chufe fuch Mem^ 
\ bers as are of the fame Sentiments with the Eleflors. 
, But at pref^nt, feveral Abuies fpring froni the Non«- 
I pbfervance of this Method. ' 

In the firft Place, the Seflions hold as long as the 
j King pleafes, and are ended when he thmks propen 
J Henry IV turned thi? Privilege to hjs Advantage by 
I keeping the Parliament together, till the defired 
\SubJsdy was granted. In the nat Place, the Eleftors 
.hot knowing the Bufinefs the Parliament is to go up- 

on, are forced to give thejr Reprcfentatives an unli- 
mited Powen Hence ^rifes another Abufe. It often 

happeps that tlie Reprefentatiyes of a Borough or 
County are of a contrary Opinipii to thpfe that 
fend them. It may therefore fall out, nay it is fre- 
quently the Cafe, that the R<jfQlm of the L(^er 
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Houfi are diredly oppofice to the Sentiments of the 
People whofe Reprefentatives they are. So that ic is 
not the People or Commons of E%land that fharc the 
Legiflative Power with the King and Peers, but their 
Reprefentatives, who enjoy a Privilege which belongs 
only to the People in genera], to whom neverthelefs 
they are not accountable for their ConduA. All 
the Damage they can incur, in Cafe they have a£ted 
contrary to the Senfe of their Borough or County, 
is not to be chofen another Time, This feems there- 
fore to be lodging too great a Power in bare Repre- 
fentatives. It -was not fo in Frtf«r^, when the States 
ot this Kingdom ufed to be conveened. Every Pro- 
I vince drew up before-hand, their particular Inftruc- 
tions *, from which their Deputies were not allowed 
to fwerve. In like manner, in important Affairs to 
be debated by the States General of the United-Pro^ 
vinces^ the Deputies receive Inftrudtions fromi their 
Provinces \ and in the particular States of each Pro- 
vince, the Magistrates of the Towns give their Or- 
ders and Inftru&ions to their Deputies^ 

A fourth Abufe lies in the publick Canvafiings at 
the Time of Eledions, with great Ezpence. It cofts 
i^me Men Thoufands of Pounds to be eledled, and 
this openly in the Face of all the World. 

Laftly, there is another fort of Abufe in the Houfe 
of Commons^ that is, that the Members are allowed to 
go and come or abfent themfelves juft as they pleafe, 
except on certain extraordinary OccaCons ; infonauch 
that of five hundred and thirteen Membjcrs, if I mif- 
take not the Number, there are not prefent fometimes 
above one hundred and fifty. This makes it much 
more eafy. for the Parties to carry their Points than if 
the Houfe were full. Moreover Abundance of Mem- 
bers, though in London^ do not conftantly attend 
the Houfe, but keep away upon any. the flight^ft 
Affair of their own. This puts me m Mind of a 
pleafant Story, with which I ftiallclofc this Pigrcf- 
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I Hon. A /?^/g-Membcr • telling one of the fame 

[ Party in great Anger,; " That if he had been at the 

' ** Houfe that Morning, they Ihould have carried 

I *V an important . Point. •* The other calmly asked 

' him, ,** By how many they loft it ? But by one fin- 

f *' gleVbtCj fays hf *V . The othef replies, '« Had I 

^ •'been there, we f^ould havp loft it by four, fqr 

! •* there would have been juft foxirSl^rus more, whom 

^ *< tkept all this Morning on Purpc|fc at a Tavern. *\ 

' It remains only that I briefly touch upon the In* 

^' tereft of the neighbquring States, with Regard to 

' the. ^igs and Tories. Though the Differences b<?-. 

^ twf^^n.t^etwoParticsifecm only to rcfpeA En^landj 

' yet have they a great Influence oh. the Affairs ofl 

^i the other Stajes. The Pcz,ct of Utrekbr is a clear 

i Evidence ol what Coqfequcnce they are to all Eu^ 

^' All the World knows that the States-General dl the' 

ft United'Provinces are Friends of the ^bigs and very 

^ juftly, fince,'the Pfl^igs have all along fupportcd thcir^ 

Intereft in England. The Wbigi vjere they that oblig-* 

> ed Cbarles II to make a Peace with Holland^ when 

he. was in League with LewisXIY againft her. From. 

3 that Time, they have ever confidcrcd the Intereft of ^ 

the Dutcb as their own. Accordingly in their Turn 

f they have : received fignal Services from them, parti- 

' cularly in the Afliftance given by the States-General 

to the Prince of Orange, to go and break King 

; James's Meafures. This good Underftanding is ftiu 

cultivated and even increafed fince ; fo that the 

Dutcb may be faid to be Pf^ig^, and the fP^i^s to be 

Dutcb. The Reafon of this Union is evident. For 

France^ the ftanding Enemy of Holland^ everfup- 

ported the Tories ; whence it follows, that Holland i$ 

obliged to ftand by the fVbigs^ fince (he cannot ex- 

?e6t any Affiftance from England^ but by their Means, 
'his isfo clear a Cafe, that it needs no farther Ex* 
planacion» 

For 
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1?0T tHe fame Rcafon, the Empcrour, as Sovewigdl 
6f the Netherlands^ ought to be a Friend to the 
If^gs. As he rftnft look upon the King of France^ 
ts a very forntidaHe and dangerous Neighbour, he 
cannot expeft the Afliftance of the Englifi>^ in Cafe 
his Dominions are invaded, but when the Whigs are 
in Powen In all Appearance, the Tories would noi 
be very forward to exert themfclves in the Defence of 
the Netherlands zgaAnA the Invafions of France. But; 
fliould thc£mperour, through exceffive Zeal for his 
Religion, happen to lend his helping Hanc! to fe^ 
ilie Pretender on the Throne of England^ he would 
by that only render Fran(f^ ftill more powerful, and 
throw into . the fialance of Europe a Weight which 
would make the Scale entirely inclme to oheSidfr. 

The Interefts of France whh Regard to the WJngs 
and T&ries^ a.ffqrd Matter for a much gfea.ter Nunl^ 
ber of Obfervations. In genferal, it is doubtlefs the 
Inter eft of that Grown to cultivate a good Under- 
/ftandmg with England. Since the Growth of the 
Houfe of Aujlriay that is to fay,- fince about two 
Hundred Years, England has ever had it in her Power 
to incline the flalance either on the Side of Auftrid 
or on the Side of France as Ihe pleafed. But it has 
been her ftanding Intereft to keep the Scales even 
between thefe two Powers. This has been the Hinge 
on which the Politicks of the Kings of England havcf 
turned, for two Centuries. Henry the Eighths y^Lvyin^ 
fometimes from this Courfe is to be afcribcd wholly 
to the private Interefts of Cardinal Wolfiy his prime 
Minifter, or to his own Whims. So then it was ever 
the Intereft of France to keep fair with England^ 
Accordingly the Drift of Lewis XIV's Politicks, has 
been for thefe fifty Years either to get England on his 
Side, or at Icaft, to prevent her from efpoufing the" 
Quarrel of his Enemies. Biit as it was ho cafy 
Matter for that Monarch to perfwade the En^ijh 
that the inclining the Balance to his Side was iot 
their Advantage, he confined his Endeavours to hm<^ 

itt 
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^ dcr them from concerning themfelves in the AfFairs 

, of ^uropSj to the End he might proceed without any 

; Oppofition from them. But it muft be obferved^ 

J that thefc Politicks of his had a View only to his 

, vaft Dcfigns of enllaving all Eurdpe. Otherwife, he 

i would have had no need to trouble himfelf about 

i the Englijb. To fet this Matter in a clearer Light, 

r it will not be amifs to fhew briefly how. this Monarch 

managed with refpedt to Efnglana. 
\ Lruois XlVi as every Body knows, formed the 

/ Projcdt of an univerfal Monarchy in Europe. As he 

was hot ignorant that England ^zs concerned to keep 

^' the Balance of Europe even, and that the Engli/b 

', deemed the doing fo, the main Foundation of their 

i Security, he Vas juftly apprehenfive of their oppo- 

* fing the .Executions of his^ DeGgns. For Prevention 

', of which, he ufed all his Skill and Addrefs to gain 

' Charles 11 to his Interefts, when he had refolved upon 

^ a War with Holland in 1672. The Mmiftry being, 

\ Tory^ he drew Cbarlesy by their Means, into a League 

' with him. But this League was of no long Conti- 

"? nuance. It was fo evidently againft the Intereft of 

^1 England^ that the Parliament obliged the King to 

' conclude a Peace with Holland. Nay, would have 

' conftrained him to declare againft France^ if the Pro- 

- fpefl: of an approaching Peace between that Crown 

\ and the States-General^ had not hindered them from 

^' going fo far. 

^ Tht Pc^ct of Nimeguen^ concluded in 1678, caufed 

** not the King of France to ceafe the Profecution of 

f his grand Defigns. But as he was very fenfible. King 

5' Charles would not have it in his Power to purfue his 

f own Inclination, he refolved to take another Method, 

^ in order to difable England at leaft frohi interpofing 

» in the AfFairs of Europe. And. that was to raife 

I' Troubles in the Kingdom, and then to foment them, 

' that the Englijb might be kept employed at Home* 

f Tbe Duke of Tork's Plots, the King his Brother's 

£afinefs to be guided by his Counfels, the Choice oif 

' palIionatc> and it may be corrupt Miniftcrs, pro-* 

ceeded 
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teede(} in all Appearance from Lewises fecret Prac* 
ticcs in England. This Method fuccceded to his Wilh. 
The Confpiracy difcovered by 5ri!/«i Oates^ the pre- 
tended ProuJlant'Plot^ the Pcrfecution of the Presby- 
terianSy the People's MurmuringSj the Difcord be-» 
tween the King and the Parliament, found the En- 
glifi fo much Work at Home, that it was not pofli- 
ble for them to look Abroad. In the meaii Time, 
Lewis XIV was rendering . himfclf formidable to all 
Europfj having nothing to fear froiti the Englijh who 
itood idle when they fhould have ufcd their utmoil 
Endeavours to put a (top to his Progrefs^ 

Upon the Acceffion of James II to the Throne^ 
Lewis gsivt not over a Method that had proved. fa 
fuccefsful. On the contrary, he prcffed the new King 
of England to execute the Projefts he had formed 
when Duke of Tork, in favour of Popery and jlrbi' 
trary Power. He knew thcfe two Points were fuffi- 
cient to keep England Jong employed ; however, as 
his Aim was only to embroil the Nation, he never 
affifted King James to any Purpofe. The too fud* 
den Execution of that Prince*s Defigns was not for 
his Inccreft, when he faw him on the Point of being 
attacked by the Prince of Orange^ he never ftirrcd in 
his Defence, but rather made ufe of the Conjundture 
to carry War into Germany, He imagined that the 
Troubles he had raifed in England would, for foroc 
Time, difable that Kingdom from oppofing his am- 
bitious Defigns. V And this was the fole End of all 
his Proceedings.^ Afterwards, when King William 
proclaimed War againft him, he fentKing James into 
Ireland with feven Thoufand Men, a poor Aid to 
reftore him to his Throne, but fufficient to make a 
Diverfion, and feed the Hopes of the Male*content& 
Thus is it dcmonftrable from Lewises whole Condud, 
that he never had other Intention than to embroil 
Englandj and that, King James was the Dupe of his 
Policy. It feems however at firft fight, that King 
James*s Reftoration would have been for ILewifs 
Advantage. But moft afluredly it was againft Ms 
4 Intcreft 



of the Government of 'E'^B'LK^'D. 4(^5 

; Intcrcft fof a King of England to be at Peace in his. 
t Dominions. The Reafon is plain ; as it is the Intc- 
i reft of England to hold the Ballance eVcn in Europe^ 
\ Lewis^ who had formed vaft Projefts, would have 
i ran the Risk of being oppofed by a King of England^ 
\ who having no Diftr actions at home, might- in the 
( end purfue his true Interefts, or be forced to it by 
1 his Parliament ; and therefore, Lewis XIV was fa- 
! tisfied to keep England embroiled, and for that Pur- 
I pofe, to hold fecret Correfpondence with the leading 
I Toriesy which came at lengj^h to be difcovercd in the 

laft Years of Queen jinne. 
I It feems then to be the French King's Intercft to 
J keep up a good Underftanding with the TorieSy to be 
I able by their Means to foment the Troubles of Eng- 
land. This will be found to be ftriftly true, when 
he forms any Defignsagainft the Reft of Europe. But 
if he aims no farther than to live in Peace, and ftand 
upon his Defence, in cafe of Invafion, nothing can 
be more for his Advantage than the cultivating the 
King of England's Friendfhip, according to the con- 
ftant Maxim of Lewis*s Predeceffors, whether the 
Miniftry be H^gov Tot'j.^ France^ as ftie has ftood 
for many Years, may be faid to be invincible, as long 
as f^'^/^/y^/ declares not againft hen But if the King 
\ of England is provoked, and enters into a new Alli- 
ance with Holland and Germany^ the laft War's Ex- 
! perience (hows that France is very far from being uh- 
( conquerable. It may then be affirmed, that if the 
[ Illuftrious Prince * now at the Helm of the French 
I Affairs intends not to purfue the vaft Defigns of 
I Lewis XIV, he is by no Means concerned to cherifh 
I the Troubles of En^ndy which, inftead of beings 
for his Advantage, may greatly turn to his Preju- 
dice *«. Iconfefs in the underhand Affiftance given 

the 

♦ The Duke of OrUsns. 

*x what the Author fays pf the Interefts of Frana^ with re- 
jgard to the IVhigf and Tarksv hting oat of Seaibn, fioce the Coo« 
ciunon of the Alliance between that Crown, EniUnd^vk^ Holland. 

yoi.Xiy. H h • figned 
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the Pretender in France^ the Regent has proceeded fo 
as to fee m to deftroy the Maxim I mean to advance : 
Time will unfold, perhaps, the Myftery of this Po- 
licy. But in the mean while, I cannot forbear think- 
ing that he is mifinformcd of the true State of the two 
Parries in England^ and has given too much Credit 
to felf-interefted and prejudiced Pcrfons. It may be, 
the Pr^/^;?^^r himfelfhas been deceived in the fame 
Manner, 

I have but one Obfervation more to make, with 
which I fhall conclude what I have to fay concern- 
ing the Whigs^^nd lories. In fpeaking of their fevc- 
ral Views, Interefts, and Charaders, I meant not to 
include every particular Perfon of either Party, but 
only their Leaders and Managers, with fome of the 
nioft Adlive on both Sides, though the People in 
general, by Inclination, or Intercft, are either fVbiis 
or Tories^ it does not follow that every fingle Perfon 
goes upon the Views afcfibed to his Party. It b cer- 
tain the Generality fuffer themfelves to be led with- 
out knowing whither they arc going, or examining 
the Courfe prefcriSed them. Confequently they arc 
far from being concerned in the Intrigues and Ca- 
bals which their Leader^ are continually bufied a- 
bout. Such a one has lifted himfelf a 7J?ry, as being 
attached to the Church of England^ and afterwards 
without knowing how, finds himfelf obliged to ipain- 
tain the Principles of the furious and rigid Tories^ 
though contrary to his Inclination. There are Thou- 
fands of honeft Englijhmen^ without doubt, who 
grieve to fee their Country thus rent with Divifions, 
and would gladly embrace all Expedients to put a 
ftop to them; But it is not eafy to obferve a juft 

, Neutrality, becaufe it is difficult to be without Am- 
bition and Avarice. Thofe whoftand Neuter, as I 

. faid, are neither preferred nor trufted, by ^ Rcafon 
that one of the Parties are always in Power, and 
have nothing more at Heart than the advancing their 

Friends, 
figned yanuary^, 1717, it was proper to acquaint the Reader 
that this DiiTcrtation ifasflniflied in the Month of VtirMsry 1716. 
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^ ^ririhds, . or winning fome 6f the contrary Party. : 
'^ And therefore there can be no Pofts or Offices for ' 
Men, from whom the preralling Party can expe^ 
? no manner of Service. Moreover, how can a fVlari 
'• be Neuter between twd Parties, each : of whom re- 
' prefent their Adverfariei as dfefigning thofe Evils 
■ which are moft apt to fill Men with Fears : I mean, 
3t the Deftruftion of the Reh'gidn they profefs, and thci 
DilToIution of a Governrtientj which alone, in their 
c Opinion, can rendef Subjeftg hippy ? A Maft rhuft 
- be very infenfible not to be moved with fuch Dan-v 
^ gers, when cprtvinced of their Reality, 
t All Englijhmen then arc not to bear the Blame of 

t thefe unnatural Divifions, but Only thofe who che^ 
s rifh them for their own private Intereft, Who are 
i they that would inveft the King with abfalate Pow- 
i cr ? Who are they thai would debar frec-bom Sub- 
i jefts of Liberty of Confiience ? Who arc they^ in a 
i Word, that labour to introduce Popery f Can it be 
i faid that thefe are the. View^ of every particular ^0^ 
t ry ? No, by no Means- But tiiey afe the Aims of 
J the Leaders, who, for their own Ends, feduce thtf 
t poor People, and make no Scruple to intolvc them 
i m the t)anger of a Civil Wan 
I One may venture to affirm, that It would riot ber 

J for the kingdom's Intereft to have one of the Parties 
j; become fo fupcriour as to meet with no Oppofition^ 
Should it be the furious TofieSi they would inergduce 
! Arbitrary Powi^r. And if it were the nioderdte Tories i 
their Biafs to the Prerogative of the Crown^ would 
) at length put the Sovereign upon attempting to fhake 
ofiTthe galling Yoke of Parliaments^ Were it pbffi- 
bi^ fbf the Papijis to be uppcrmoft, England would 
fodn bid farewell to her Religion arid Liberty. On 
the other Hand, it the RepUblicdn-fFbigs thould ht fu- 
pcriour again, you would hear no more of the King^ 
aom hvit tht CommoH-wealtb df En^aHd^ as in Crom* 
melius Days. Laftly, wer^ the moderate Whigs to have 
the Management, they would guard fb againft the 
incrOfchments of the Regal Power, that the Stxft^ 
Vol, XIV. Hh2 reign 
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reign Would be reduced to the Condition of a Dtajg? 
of Vtmce. 

As for the two Patties with regard to Religion, 
it is certain, if the Presbyterians cvtr come to adt with* 
out controle, they will never be fatisfied till the Hi^- 
rarcby and the whole Fabrick of the Church of Eng- 
land be entirely demolifhed. But then, if the rigid 
Epifcopalians have nothing to balance their Power, 
the Presbyterians muft exped to be openly perfccutcd. 
And who knows whether they will fufFer them to en- 
joy a bare Liberty ofConfcience ? 

Afluredly the Welfare of the Kingdom lies not in 
any of theJEnds the Leaders of both Parties have in 
View. The only Way to reftore Peace and Tran- 
quillity, would be to leave the Government upon its 
anrienc Foot, and the Churchy as eftabliibed at the 
Reformation. It would alfo he neceflary to grant a 
toleration to the Presbyterians who are very Nume- 
rous in the Kingdom. If this way be not ufed, ic 
will always be better for the State that the People 
continue divided as they are, than if one of the Par- 
ties fliould acquire a Superiority, which would be 
more fatal to the Publick than the Equality which 
cheriflies their Difcord. I do not fee what can put 
an End to this fort of Civil War, but the Prudence 
of a juft and equitable Sovereign, moderate in his 
Defircs and Paffions ; a Lover of the Proieftant Reli- 
gion^ and one that makes the Good and Happinefs of 
his Subjedts his fole Care and Study. This is what 
may >vith- Reafon be expcfted from the King who i 
now fills the Throne, fince he poffefles all thofe Vir- , 
tues in an eminent Degree. May Heaven profpcr 
his Defigns, and. may he live to fee the happy Effcfe ^ 
of his Pains and Endeavours ! 
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ABhorrers : ^at Party 
formedy 243, 244 
^he Commons expel 
fucb of their Members^ as 
were of that Party^ 25 1 

Aft. TbeTeft-Aa, 2%, 31, 

37, 47 an A£t for a gene- 

ral Pardon^ 3 1 one enjoin-* 

ing an Oath to be taken by 

all Perfons in any Office^ 62 

Debates about this taji^ 63 , 

&c. for raiftng 584,000 1. 

for building thirty Ships ^ 8 1 

for the additional Excife upon 

Beer^ ibid, for preventing 

frauds and Perjuries:, "81 

for taking away the Writ dc 

Haeretico comburendo, 8 1 

about the Fire in South wark, 

ibid./(?r disbanding the Army^ 

112 for granting the King a 

Duty upon Wines^ ibid, for 

burying in Woollen, 112 

for di fabling '?2L^\Sis from fit- 

ing in Parliament ^ 146 a* 

gainji the P2i^iR$y 171 

Afts pajfedin the Parliament 
i?/ Scotland, 307, 308 



Addreflfers ; that Party formed^ 

243 
Addrefles prefented to King 

Charles, 302, &c. 

Alibi 5 a Defence by that^ 1 66 
Ambrofe, 142 See Oates. 
St. Andrews ( Archbifhop of) 

murdered y 220. 5^^ Sharp. 
Ann { Prince fs) married to 

George Prince of Denmark, 

^ 345 
ATgy\€.{Earlof) See Campbej. 

Arlington. ( Earl cf) See Ben- 
net. 

Armftrong (5/r Thomas) a 
Proclamation for apprehend" 
ing him^ 323 apprehended in 
Holland, brought to Eng- 
land, andexecutedy 355 

Army (Standing) the Com- 
fnons vote againft it^ 3 8 they 
addrefs the King to disband 
itf 49 the King mujters it^ 

356 
^e Commons vote to disband the 

Army, and give the King 

Supplies for that Purpofe^ 

109, 112, &c. 
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Arundel ( Lord) of Wardour 
committed to the Tow^r, 139 
Bedloe'i Depofttion againjl 
bim^ 142 inf peached by the 
Commons^ 202 releafed^ 352 

Afli, ( Mr. ) quarrels with Sir 
Jonathan Trclawny in the 
'fJoufi of Commons J 1 46 n, 

Aflbciation ; the Commons re- 
Jblve to enter into one^ 274, 

310 



B. 



B An tarn {King of) fends 
an Embajfy to England, 

315 

J^TLnllon > ( Monfieur ) King 

\ Charles orders Sir William 
Temple to treat with him^^ 
106 Embajfadour to Eng? 

- land, 360 n. 

Barton (James) one of the 
A complices intheRyt-llouic 
Plot^ 323 

Bartu (Robert; E^r/t^/Lind- 
fey, brin^ into the -Houfe of 
Lords ^ a Bill againfl thefion^ 
conformifts^ 62 

Beddingfield, Letters are direc- 
ted to him relating to the 
Popiih Plot, 122 

Bedloe (William ) appears 
as a fFitnefs /« //&^ -Popifli 
Plot, 141 writer to Secre- 
tary Coventry abcut it^ ibid* 
ii apprehended at Britfol, 
142 ' und fent up to Lon^ 
don, ibid, ho^ih a Penfion 
atid^ a -guard allowed him^ 



and Lodgings in White» 
haJl, 142 the King is pre- 
fent at bis Examination^ ibid. 
bis DepoJitionSy 142, 143 
is examined before the Houfe 
if Lords J 142 his Depo- 
pofttions againji Coleman, 
150 accufes the ^een^ ij5o 
his Depofitiqps at the Tryal of 
Ireland, Pickering, Grpyc, 
Whitcbread, and Fenwick, 
162, 163 is faid not to have 
known Pt^nceatfirft^ 173 
charges him before the Com- 
mittee of Lords of bdvifjg been 
concerned in the Murder of 
Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, 
174 bis Depofitions at the 
Vryal of Green, Berry and 
Hill, 189 — 191 is^examirifd 
before the Council^ 197 the 
Commons addrefs the Kirg to 
pay him the Reward for the 
Dtfcovery of Sir Edmond, 
bury Godfrey* J Murderers^ 
and for the Safety of bis Per- 
fon^ 197 his Depofttion at 
' the Tryal of the five Jcfuits, 
223 and of Afr. Langhprn, 
228 Improbabilities found 
in his Depofitions^ 233 n an 
Evidence againji Sir George 
Wakeman, fc?r. 236 dies^ 
246 Jigns a Depofttion be- 
fore the Lord Chief Jujiice 
North, relating^ to the Plot^ 

246, 247 

Bellafis {Lord) fent to the 

Tower, 139 BedloeV De^ 

^ofitigns (ig^inji him^ 142 

im^eacheS 
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impeached by the Commons^ 
202 releafed out of the 
Tower, 352 

Benncc (Henry) Earl of At- 
lington, ddvifes King Charles 
to wait for a more favourable 
Opportunity to put his Fro- 
jeSls in Execution^ 20 Per^ 
fuudes him to recall bis Decla- 
ration for Liberty^ of Confci- 
ence^ 22, 56 vindicates his 
Condud before the Commons^ 
46 is impeached by tbem^ ib. 
made Lord- Chamberlain^ 5 5 
affeSls an extraordinary Zeal 
for the Proteftant Religion^ 
56 perfecutes the Papifts, 
ibid, advifes the King to re- 
move the Duke of York from 
bim^ 56 lofes all his Credit 
with the King and Duke^ ib. 
afpired to the Place of Lord- 
ftreafurer^ 56 a mortal E- 
nemy to the Earl of Danby, 
ibid. undertakes to bring 
"WilHam Prince of Orange 
into the Meafures of the En- 
glilh Courts about a Peace^ 
g6 but fails in his Attempt^ 
ibid, tries to perfuade the 
Prince of Orange to difcover 
what Englifh Lords had held 
a Correfpondence with him 
during the War ^ 57 propo- 
fes to him a Marriage with 
Mzvy the Duke of^ York* J 
eldeft Daughter^ ibid, the 
Courtiers mimick him to di-- 
vert the Kingj 57 

JBcrry { Henry ) impeached by 



pTznce for being concerned in 
the Murder c/5/> Edmond- 
bury Godfrey, i y6 confronted 
with himy and denies all^ 177 
brought to his Tryal, 188 
his Depofttions againfl bimy 
189, 190, 191 his Defence^ 
192, 193 . condemned and 
executed^ 193, 194. 

Bethel ( Slingsby ) ekaed She- 
riff of London^ 248 accufed 
of packingJuries^^Q^ fined^ 
318 n. 

Bill in favour of the Presbyte- 
rians, 1 6 for frequent Ca- 
techiftng in parochial Chur- 
ches^ \y to prevent the Inter^ 
marriages ^/Proteftants and 
Papifts, 29 for a general 
Tefi, 47 againjl Popery and 
Popifti Priefts, 59 to difa- 
ble Papifts from fitting in 
Parliament y 146 to fecure 
the King and Kingdom againji 
the Danger and Growth of 
Popery, 198, 213 tobamjh, 
«// Papifts 20 Miles from 
London, 296 for the bet- 
ter Prevention of illegal Ex- 
a£lions from the Subje£ly 213 
againfi the Duke of York. 
See Exclufion. In favour 
of the Presbyterians, 276 

Bifliops grow jealous of the 
Dejign of the Commons^ in 
their oppojng the King^ 61, 
62 their voting in Cafes of 
Blood examined, 216 disco- 
ver a great Hatred againji the 
Presbyterians, 27$ 

H h 4 Bilhop' 
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Bilhops in ScotiMd Jhd a flat^ 
ttring Letter to KingCYi2Lx\tSy 

311 

Bourn, bis Depofttion at the 
Tryal of Walcot, 324 

Briftol. ( Earl of) See Digby. 

Bruffels ; the Duke of York 
retires t hither j 195 

Buckingham. (Duke of) See 
Villicrs. 

Burnet (Dr. Gilbert) quoted^ 
paflinfit appears in Behalf of 
the Lord Ruffd, 330 a fid 
of AJgcrnoon Sidney, 335 
his 'Account of King Charles'j 

. JiUnefl and Deaths 365, &c. 

. Ms ^Chara£ier of that Kipg^ 

' - . 374» «Pc. 

BittUer € James) Duke of Or- 

aiond, advifes King Charles 

. to 'wait for a more favoura- 

hie Opportunity to put his 

Proje&s in Execution^ 20 

Created an Englilh Duke^ 315 

Butler (T. ) Earl of Offo- 

ry, goes with Prance to 

Somerfet-^Houfe, to examine 

about the Murder of Sir Ed- 

- inondbury Godfrey, 176, 

191, 192 

C 

THE Cabal receives a 
Check frdm the Parlia- 
, ment i is very much out of 
Humour mtb theKingy upon 
. bis yielding to the Parliament^ 
2 1 the K^ng diffatisfied with 



tbem^ 



58 



EX. 

Cambray taken hj the French, 

81 
Campbel .( Archibald ) Earl 
of Argykj refufes to t^ke an 
Oath impofed by the Parlia- 
ment /»/ Scotland, 308 im- 
prifonedy trUdy and condem- 
ned for it ^ ibid, makes bis, 
Efcape^ and withdraws into 
Holland, ^09 

Canterbury. ( Archhifljop of) 

See Shddon, Sancrofr. 
Capel ( Arthur) Earl of Ef- 
lex, declares againji the Earl 
of Danby, 168 made one 
of the Gommifwners of the 
^reafury^ if I is admitted 
into the Council^ 202 one of 
tbofe that bad the Dire^ion 
of Affairs^ 203 argues a- 
gainjl the Bijhops voting 
. in Cafes of Bloody 216 n. 
. advifes the King ti^ fend for 
the Duke ^York, %%6 joins 
with the Duke of York for 
the DeftruSion of the Duke of 
Monmouth, and the Earl of 
Shaftsbury, 237 lays down 
his Place offirft Commiffioner 
of the Treafury^ 239 A De- 
ftgn formed by the MeahTuh^ 
Plotters againfi him, ibid. 
votes for the Exdufion- Billy 
283 turned out from being 
a Privy^Counfellor, 284 pre^ 
fents a Petition to the King 
for (he Meeting of the Parli- 
^mfU at Weftminfter, 285, 
• 2 8 6 apprehended ahoiiti the 
Rye-HQufc^lot:,:3i25 found 
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: • fi^iib bis throat cut in the 

Tower, 331 the Kirjg and 

the Duke of York am fuf 
i felted of being the Authors of 

this Murtberj ibid. &c. 

\ Capel ( Sir Hci\ry ) fpeaks for 

the Exclufion-Bill^ 252 

X Callaway ; Bedloe informs a- 
I gai»Jlbimj 142 

Caftlcmain. { Earl of) See Ro- 
i gcr Palmer. 
i Catherine ( ^een ) accufed by 
( Oaces end Bedloe, 1 60 

i Cecil (James) £^ir/(?/Salis- 
I bury, makes a Speech to 

prove that the Parliament 
J was dijfolved^ 79 fent to the 

Towcr/i?r f/, ibid, votes for 
I theExcluJion'Billj2Ss turn- 
( ed out of the Privy-Council^ 
• 284 

J Cellicr ( Mf^s. ) one of the Con- 
\ trivers of the Meai-Tub- 

Plot, 239 tried a,nd acquit- 
, ted, 245 publfjbes a Nar- 
I rative of her Tryal^ for which 

fhe is put in the Pillory and 
I fined, ' 246 

, La Chaife ; (Father) Coleman*i 

Letters to him^ 151, &c. 

Langhorn'i Correfpondence 

with him^ 227 

Chancellor. See Coopcr,FiDch, 
Charles I. The Commons grant 

70,000 1. for his Funeral^ 

102 bis Body is difcovered, 

ibid. n. 

CHARLES 11 hisSpeeches 

to the Parliament y 2, 21, 

35^ 3^ 40, 58> 76, 97^ 
108, 134, 140, 195, 207, 



^50, "^7^^ 290 His An^ 
fwer to thi Commons Addrefs 
againft the Liberty ofConfci^ 
ence^ 13 bis Anfwer to their . 
feccnd Addrefs^ 15 puhlijhes 
his Proclamations againft the 
Papifts, 18,39, 43,58, 75, 
139, 144, 185, 204 the 
Cabal promifed him to render 
bim abfolutCy 18 be is in 
great Perplexity^ upon His 
ProjeSs not fucceeding^ ibid. 
bis Council is divided about 
the Declaration for Liberty of 
Confcience, 20 berecals ibat 
Declaration^ ibid, prejfes ibe 
Commons to dif patch the Mo- 
ney-BilU 29 bis Anfwer to 
two Petitions of tbeComrn^n^l 
3 1 he is petitioned by tbem 
againjl the Marriage of the 
Duke of York with Mary 
of Modena, 34 bis Anjwer 
to them^ 36 the Commons 
* vote to grant bim no more 
Supplies for a Time^ 3 7 they 
vote alfo againft bis Alliance 
with France, and againft his 
evil Counfellors^ 39 ,^ offers 
to fhew the Parlianient bis 
Treaties with France, 40 
ha the Affection of his Peo- 
ple^ 41 the Parliament takes 
proper Meafures to prevent 
bis Deftgns^ ibid, the Houfe. 
of Lords prefents an Adjirefi 
to him againft Papifts, 43 
bad a private Chapel in his 
Palace^ where be every Day 
bejird Mafsy and fometimes 
commu* 



index: 



tommuntcated the fame Day 
toib in bis PrOCeftanc and 
Fopiih Cbapelsj 43 bad 
formed I be Deftgn of bringing 
about an entire DeJlruSion rf 
the United Provinces, 48 
ibe Sx.zxt% follicit bim to make 
afifarate Peace^ ibid, re- 
je3s their Offers^ but comes 
afterwards into their Mea- 
fures^ 48 be asks Advice of 
bis Parliament about conclud- 
ing a Peace with Holland, 
49 acquaints the two Hou- 
fes with the Conclufton of it^ 
go and deftres of them a 
Supply for building Ships y ib. 
ibe Comtnons complain of his 
Foot and Horfe-guards, 50 
abandons himfelf to bis Plea- 
jttres^ 52 is governed by his 
MiJlreffeSy and refufes them 
nothings ibid, offers his Me- 
diation to Lewis XIV, who 
accepts of itj 53 receives 
from France an annual Pen- 
/ton of ioo,ooQ 1. Sterling,. 
54 puts out a Proclama- 
piation to fatisfy the People 
ipat the Parliament was not 
to be diffolved, 55 his Re- 
ply to Colonel Talbot about 
the Earl of Arlington, 58 
refufes to remove the Duke of 
Lauderdale, according to the 
Commons Petition^ 60 the 
Commons deftre him to recal 
bis Forces from France, but 
be nejeSis their Petition^- 6% 
bis Condu5f is pretty freely cen- 



fured^ 73 tries to procure afe- 
par ate Peace between France 
a»^ Holland, 74, 88 the 
Commons prefent to bim three 
Addreffes againft France, 79 
bis Anfwers^ to tbem^ 80 
cannot be prevailed upon to 
declare againjl France, 82 
finds bis Advantage in the ^ 
French Conquejlj , ibid 
his Speech to the CommonSj, 
84 he pretends to be diftrujl- 
ful of themy 86 his Anfwer 
to the Commons Addrefs^ 87 
expelled AjftJiancefromFn^Qt 
to render himfelf abfolute^ 88 
confents to, the Marriage of 
the Princefs Mary, with the 
Prince of Orange, 89, 90 
tries in vain to perfuade inm 
before his Marriage to agree 
on the Terms of a general 
Peace^ 89, 90 affitres bim 
that he would not depart 
from the Scheme agreed upon 
for a general Peace ^ 92 en- 
ters into fecret Negotiations 
with the King of Ft^ncc^ 93 
and that on Purpofe to betray 
the AHieSy ibid, made him- 
felf a Partizan of France, 
to get Money y 96 concludes 
an Alliance with Holland, 96 
finds a Way to elude a Peti- 
tion of the Comtnons^ by com- 
plaining that they .invckded bis 
Prerogative^ 101 avoids de- 
clarifig his pojitive Intention 
for a fFar with France, ih. 
and jet would have the Par- 
liavent 
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JiMtnent keep a Fleet and an 
jlrm'j in pay^ ibid, the Com- 
mons difiruft bis Sincerity ^ 
102 asks the Advice of the 
Parliament about a War with 
France, .104 n very angry 
at an Addrefs of the Com- 
mons^ fQ5 lifts thirty ThoU', 
/and Men J ibid. . refolves to 
accept the Money offered by 
France, for making a Peace^ 
106 his Dejign in raifing an 
^rmy of 30,000 Men^ and 
entering into a treaty with. 
France, was to become ab- 
folute^ 107 is impofed upon 
by Lewis XIV, ibid, ac- 
quaints the Parliament ivith 
the Peace of Nimmeguen, 
J 10 demands Money ^ and 
fin Augmentation of his Re^ 
venue ^ no, iii concludes 
fl League with Holland, 
113 repents of it y 114 puts 
out two Proclamations for 
the difcovering the Murder of 
Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, 
132 he tries to prevent the 
Jffair of the Popifti Plot 
being communicated to the 
Parliament y 133 reprimands 
the Earl ^ Dan by for com^ 
municating Oatcs j Narra- 
five to the Commons, 135 
fublijhes a Proclamation a- 
gainft fuch of his Guards as 
.w^r^ P^pifts, 139 is pre- 
fent at the Examination of 
3edloe, 142 very an^y 
fpitb the Qommom for their 



finding Secretary Witlidm>- 
fon to the Tower, 145 de- 
mands Money for the Main^ 
tenanceof his Forces in Flan- 
ders, 147 rejeSls the BiU 
about the Militia, ibid, if- 
fues out a Proclamation is 
encourage further Difcoveries 
about the Plotj 159 the 
Commons ftrike at him in im^ 
peaching the Earl of Danby^ 
170 is in great Difficulties 
upon that Impeachment^ ani 
new Difcoveries of the Popifli 
Plot, 17a examines private^ 
ly Prance, 177 was fiif 
pe£ied to be the Contriver of 
/i&tf Popifli Plot, 184 dif 
folves the Parliament ^ i85 
was a Pen/toner of France, 
ibid, orders the Lord-Chan- 
cellor to put out of the Com- 
miffion of the Peace all the 
Juftices that negleSled to put 
the Laws in Execution a^ 
gainft the Papifts, 188 re^ 
folves to fend the Duke of 
York away, and writes to 
him a Letter for that Pur- 
pofe^ 194 grants the Earl 
of Danby a very full Pardon^ 
195 <a t>ifpute arffes between 
him and the Commons, about 
the Choice of a Speaker^ 195 
makes a Speech to the Par- 
liament in favour of the Earl 
<?/ Danby, 198 forms a new 
Council^ 202 acquaints the 
Parliament with it^ 203 his 
J^nfwer to the Parliaments 
Addrefs 
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Mirefs for the Execution of 
Pickerings &c. 207 is 

touched to the ^ick at the 
Commons Vote againfi the 
Duke of York, ibid, makes 
fome Offers to them about the 
Duk^sSucceffiony 208 — 210 
the Commons grant him a 
Supply of 206,462 I. 214 
diffohes the Parliament con-- 
trary to the Advice of his 
new CouncUj 235 falls ill 
of an intermitting Fever ^ 236 
fends for the Duke of York, 
237 prorogues the Parlia- 
menty contrary to the Advice 
of his Council^ 238 fever at 
of his CounfeUors furrender 
their Commiffions^ 239 Dan- 
gerficld is introduced to him^ 
to whom he gives a Reward^ 
240 publifhes a Declaration^ 
'wherein he difowns his hav^ 
ing been married to Mn. Wal- 
ters, alias Barlow, 245 
fends the Duke of York a- 
way to Scotland, 250 fends 
tivo Meffages to the Commons 
to interrupt their Proceeding 
in the Bill of Exclufion, 262, 
263 the Commons prefent. 
an Addrefs to hi?n about the 
Duke of York, 275 be is 
at a Lofs what Anfwer to 
return thereto ^ and his Coun- 
cil is divided about it^ 278 
his Anfwer to the Addrefs^ 
279 is advifed by fome of 
his^ Council to diffolve the 
. Parliament^ and call no more 
for the future^ zji the 



Commons petition him to re- 
move from his Perfon and 
Council the Earls <f Hali- 
fax, Clarendon, arid Fcvcr- 
Iham, Laurence Hyde, and 
the Marquefs of Worceftcr, 
281 is preffed to forfah 
the Duke of York bis Bro^ 
ther^ and confent to the Ex- 
clufion-Bill^ but abfolutelj re- 
fufeSy 281, 283, 292 is pe- 
titioned by the Earl of Ef- 
fcx, &c. to let the Parlia- 
ment meet at Wcftminfter, 
285, 286 goes to Oxford to 
the Parliament there^ 290 
returns to Windfor, ani 
thence to Whitehall, 29^ 
he^ns to govsrn arbitrariljj 
298 grows cruel and blooi)^ 
ibid, what helped the King 
to abfolute Power^ 298, ^299 
publifhes a Declaration con- 
taining his Reafons for dif 
folving the two laft Parlia- 
ments^ 301 receives flatter- 
ing Addrejfes from all Parts^ 
302, 316 orders the Presby- 
terians to be perfecuted^ 310 
contrails a great many Debts^ 
315 Reafons which hindered 
him from calling a Parlia- 
ment^ 316 goes to New- 
Market, 317 a Fire hap- 
pening thercj he is forced to 
return to hondon fooner than 
be intended, ibid, takes j- 
way the Charter if the Cifj 
of London, 318, &c. char- 
ged of biin^ tkd Author oftbe 

Earl 
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£arl (?/Eficx's Murder^ 33 1 of bis Office^ 15 

is reconciled to the Duke of ChB.rttTSof the City of London^ 



Monmouth, 348 hanifies 
him the Courts and yet af- 
terwards writes to bim^ and 
remits him Money ^ 349 
Means are ufed to confirm him 
in bis abfolute Power ^ 350 



and of the principal Bur* 
roughs are furrendered to the 
King^ 318, ^ss^ 358 

Chiffinck'i Lodgings ; King 
Charles examines Prance 
tbere^ 177 



caufes feveral Perfons to he Chrtndon.( Earl of) See Hyde, 
ffoficuted^ 351 gets the Cbar- Clergy of tbe Church of Eng- 



Urs of the principal Corpora- 
tions delivered up to bim^ 355, 
3569 3 S^ f^ufters bis Army^ 
356 diffolves the EcclefiafUcal 
Comfn\(fton^ o^S7 l^^ Ham- 
hor^-Company ereHs a SSa 



land fall upon the Presbyte- 
rians, 276 are attached to 
tbe Court and tbe Interefls of 
tbi Duke of Yorkj 277, 310 
preach up Paffive- Obedience 
and Non-Refiftance, ibid. 



tue to him in tbe Royals Ex- Clifford {Thomzs Lord) forfks 



change^ 358 thanks tbe Cor-^ 
f orations for furrendering 
their Charters to bim^ 359 
forms a Projed to alter the 
Meafures of bis Government^ 
ibid, defignsto recall the Duke 

- of McHimouth, to fend tbe 
Duke of York beyond Sea^ 
and to call a Parliament^ 359 
be dieSy ibid, account of bis 
lali Sicknefs and Death from 
Do^orYfdwood, and Bijhop 
Burnet, 360 — 373 bisCba- 
ra£ter by Dr. Burnet, and the 

Earl ^Mulgrave, 373 

to the End. His Natural 
Iffue^ ibid. n. 

Charleton (5ir Job) is chofen 
Speaker of the aoufe of Com- 
lifions, I be defires to he ex* 
tufed from that Employment^ 
ibid, bis Excufes are not ad- 
mittedy 2 is taken Uh and 
tegs to he eafid of tbe Burden 



a Proje^ to render %e king 
abfolute^ and communicates it 
to the Earl of Shzftshuryy 24 
the Earl oppofes his ProjeS in 
the Houfe of Lordsy 24, 25 
reftgns his Office of Lord-^rea^ 
f^^^^9 32 retires to bis £- 
JiatCy anddieSy ibid. 

Coals •, ^be Commons petition 
that an Impcfition of Twelve 
pence per Chaldron upn them 
might be taken off^ 30 

CofFee-Houfcs fupprejfedy 73 
Colenfian (Edward) tbe Duke 
r/" York* J Secret aryy 54 keeps 
a Correfpondence with Father 
^/.Germain, 71 apprehend* 
edy and bis Letters fiizedyi^^o 
brought to bis Tryaly 148 
Oates'i Evidence againft him, 
ibid. andBedlot% 150 Ex- 
trails out of his Letters^ 1 5 1 -* ♦ 
158 . his Defence^ ^57 J^^ ^* 
condemned 
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condemned and eieecutedy 1^9 
makes no ConfeJJion^ ibid; 

Cologne; A Congrefs held there 
for a Peace^ 34 

Collcdge ( Stephen ) fent to the 
Tower, 304 nick-named the 
Proteftant-^Joyner^ ibid. * is 
indi£fedof High'Treafonj and ^ 
acquitted^ 305 is removed to 
Oxford, ibid, where he is 
condemned and executed^ 305, 

306 

Golt ( John Button ) tried for 
Scandalum Magnatum a- 
gainjl the Duke of York, and 
Jlnedj 354 

Commerce between FrMCC and 
England examined into^ 69 

Committee, a fecret one ap* 
fointed^ 196 

Commons ( Houfe of) complain 
of Writs ijfucd out by the 
Lord-Chancellor for the ele£l- 
ing of new Members in the 
room of tbofe that were deadj 
or removed^ 10 the King 
fpeaks to them upon that Pointy 
ibid, they vote thofe Merits and 
Returns irregular^ ibid, and 
expel all the Members thus 
ekSledy ibid they vote the 
King a Supply of eighteen 
Months Affeffment of Seventy 
Thoufand Pounds a Months 
13 they tack to this Billano^ 
tber of Grievances t ibid, pre-^ 
fent an Addrefs to the King tf- 
ptinjl the Declaration for-Li^ 
herty of Confcience^ 13 they 
frefent « ficond Addrefs tQ 



him about it^ 14 prepare 
a Bill J by which all Penalties 
ordained againji the Presby- 
terians by the AS of Unifor^ 
mity were taken off ^ 16 dif- 
Cover a true Zeal for the Pro- 
iefiant-Rel^ion^ ly refolve 
to get the Declaration for Li- 
berty of Confcience revoked^ 
t8 pafstheleft-Aa^ 28 and 
a Bill to prevent Intermar- 
riages between .Proteftants 
and Papi&$^ 29 they prefent 
two Petitions concerning Grie- 
vances, one relatif^ to Eng-^ 
land, the other to Ireland, 
ibid, pafs the Money'^BiO^ 
and tack it to a Provijb, that 
no Papifts fbould be capable 
ofboldingany publick Employ^ 
tnent, 3 1 prefent an Addrefs 
to the King againft the Mar^ 
riage of the Duke of York, 
with Mary of Modena, 34 
prefent a fecond Addrefs to 
the fame Purpofe, 36, 37 
^ote to grant no more Supplies 
to the King till the eighteen 
Months Affeffment was expi- 
red, and the Kingdom fecured 
from Popery, 3 7 vote agmnfi 
a Standing* Army^ 38 they 
vote alfo againji the Kin^s AU 
liancewith France, againft 
his evil CounfellorSf and the 
Duke of Lauderdale, 39 
vote to proceed in the firft 
Place to the R^drefs of Grie- 
vances^/^ defire the Kngirt 
an Addrefs to have the Mili« 
4 ' la 
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tia of London and Middle- 
fex ready at an Hour's Warn- 
ing, ibid, petition the King 
to remove the Duke of Lau* 
derdale, 44 propfe Slueries 
to the Duke of Buckingham, 
45 do not approve of the 
War again/i Holland, 48 
advife the King to conclude a 
Peace with tbem^ 49 go on 
with examining Grievances^ 
and addrefs the King to dif 
band the Arin% ibid. com- 
plain of the King*s Foot and 
Horfe-GuardSy 50 examine 
the Grievances relating to 
Scotland, ibid, and to Ire- 
land, ibid, make an A£t a-^ 
gainft Popery and Popifh 
Priejls^ 59 prefent a long 
Addrefs againjl the Duke of 
Lauderdale, 60 prepare a 
fecond againjl him^ ibid, ex- 
amine the Condu£l of the Earl 
£)/Danby, and draw up Ar* 
tides again ft him, 61 pre- 
fent a Petition to the King^ 
to deftre him to recal his For- 
cesfrom France, 61 agreat 
Dtfpute ari/es between them 
and the Houfe ofLords^^b^yi 
come to a Refotution to apply 
the "Tax of Tonnage and Poun- 
dage to the Maintenance of the 
Navy^ 66 examine the pubr 
lick Accounts^ and find one 
Million unaccounted for ^ 68 
grant 300,000 1. for building 
Twenty large Men of War^ 
6^ examine the State of the 
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Commerce between France 
dnd England, 69 oblige their 
Members to fwear that ibey 
had no Penfions^ ibid, vote 
the King 580,000 1. to build 
Thirty SbipSj 79 continue the 
additionalTax upon Beer i ib. 
prefent to the King three Ad^ 
drejfes to engage him in a War 
wi/i& France, 79, 82 the 
King fends to them to baflen 
the Money-Bill^ 83 tbej are 
very difiruftful of bim^ ibid. 
bis Speech to tbem^ ibid pre^ 
fent an Addrefs to bim^ 85 
addrefs him againfi a Peace 
with France, 100 difiruft 
bis Sincerity with regard to 
the War with France, 202 
grant the Kinga Supply^ with 
ftriSl Limitations^ ibid, pafs 
a Bill for the raiftng of Afo- 
nc'^ by wa^ of Poll-Tax, 1 03 
addrefs we King to deftre bim 
to declare War agaifi/lFrzncc^ 
ibid, come to a Refolution of 
disbanding the Army^ if the 
King would not go to War tf- 
gainfi France, 109 vote to 
disband the Army^ ibid, vote 
to grant no more Money te 
the King during the Seffion^ 
1 1 o r^ufe to grant the King 
an additional Revenue^ 112 
the Earl of Danby communi- 
cates to them Oates'i Narra^ 
tivCy 135 which they fend up 
to the Lordsj ibid, are ex* 
tremely diligent in examining 
into that Confpiracy, ibid, ex* 
amine 
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gmimOgteij 136 vote that 
there was a damnable and 
belli/b Plot^ 137 prepare a 
BUI to prevent the Danger 
from PopiJbLordsJitting in tire 
UppermHoufe^ 140 Bedloe'i 
Depofitions are communicated 
to tbem^ 144 addrefs the 
King to defire him to tender 
the Oaths of Allegiance to 
bis Servants^ ibid, fend Se- 
cretary Williamfon to the 
Tower, 145 juftify their Pro- 
ceedings in doing it ^ ibid, re-' 
folve to disband the Forces ^ in 
Flanders, 147 addrefs the 
King^ to defire him to remove 
the ^een and her Family 
yr(^;» Whitehall, 1 60 impeach 
the Earl of Danby, ^70 
their Defign in doing it was 
tofheiv the Publick that the 
King and the Duke of York 
were the Authorf of all the 
Evils with which the King- 
dom was affliSledy 17 b, 171 
vrder Prance to be examined 
by a Committee of Secrecy^ 176 
a warm Difpute arifes between 
them and the King about the 
Choice of a Speaker ^ 195 
appoint a Committee to exa- 
mine into controverted Elec* 
tionSy 196 and a fecret Com- 
mittee to enquire into the Po- 
pijh Ploty ibid, addrefs the 
Kingin behalf of Bcdloty 197 
vote that there had been a 
horrid and treafonable Plot^ 
ibid, fend a Mejfage to the 



Lords to demand that the 
Earl of Ddtiby might be com- 
mitted to CuJi,ody^ 198 njeS 
the Heads of a Bill fent to 
them againji that- Earl^ ibid* 
they examine the Chancellor a- 
bout the Pardon granted to 
the Earl of Danby, 198 
prefer a Bill agait^ that 
Early 201 draw up Arti- 
cles of Impeachment againji 
the five Lords in the Tower, 
202 have fome Conferences 
with the Lords about the Earl 
qf Danby, ibid, receive with 
Coldnefs the News of the 
Kin^s having formed a new 
Council^ 203 fetitton the 
King to order the Execution of 
Pickering, 206 their Vote 
againji the Duke of York, 
ibid, bring in a Bill, in which 
it is ordered, ^hat when anj 
Member of the Houfe was 
preferred to any Ojice^ a Writ 
fhould immediately tffue out 
for eleBing a new Member, 
213 prefent an Addrefs a- 
gainji the Duke of Lauder- 
dale, ibid, demand Judge" 
ment againji the Earl of 
Danby, ibid, grant the King 
a Supply, 21 j^. fome Dif 
putes arife between them and 
the Houfe of Lords about the 
Earl of Dmhy^ 214^ 215- 
they jlriSily enjoin thai no 
Commoner whatfoever /bould 
maintain the Validity of the 
Pardon pleaded by the Earl 

4 i 
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^DinbJ, 214 prefent an 
AHrefs to the King for ratfing 
the Militia^ 215 hring in a 
BHl to exclude the Duke of 
York, ibid, . refolve tofland 
by the King with their Lives 
and Fortunes^ 216 read the 
Bill of Exclufton^ and have 
Debates about it y 217, 21 S, 
7.^2--^— i6i make an In^ 
quiry after fucb of tifeir Mem* 
hers as had had Penfiomfrom 
the Courts 218, 219 d^fign 
to prefent a Remonjtrance to 
the Kingy 219 expel fome of 
ibeir Members who had been 
amongjl the Abh^rrers^ and 
petition agaifi Sir Gfeorge 
Jefferies, 25 1 r^fume the 
Examination of the . Popifb 
Ploty 25! go again upon the 
Exclufion-BilU 252/7**— 268: . 
;p.afs ity 262 prejehV ^n Ad- 
^refs to thf King about the- 
^ryal of the Fii^ Popi/h^: 
Lordsi 262^ '263 their Ad^ 
drefs to the King about T^ri-» 
gier, 264 expel feveral of 
their Membehy md impeach 
end imprifon others^ 268 re- 
folve tbemfelves into a Grand 
Committee how to fecure the 
Kingdom againjl Popery^ 274 
vote againft the Duke of 
York'i fucceeding to the 
Crown^ and addrefs the King 
about it^ 274, 275 refolve to 
enter into an Affociation^ 2j ^ 
favour the Presbyterians^ and 
bring in a Bill id exempt theM 

V«>L XIV. 



from the Penal tie! ^naaedhy- 
the ^sth of Elizabeth, 277 
vote that none of their Mem- 
bers Jhou Id accept of any Ofi 
fee J &c. without leave of the 
Houfe^ 278 complain highly 
of the Kin^s Anfiver to their 
Addrefs about the Duke of 
York, and come to fome Re* 
folutions abdut it^ 2 So addrefs 
the King to remove from his 

. Perfon and Council the Earl 
^Halifax, Laurence Hyde, 
tbe'Marquefs of Worcefter, 
and the Earls of Clarendon 
and Feverfham j 2.8 1 order 

,. that no Perfon whatfoever 

. .Jbpuld lend the King Money 
, upon the Branches of his Re-- 

. ,venue^ ibid, pafsfome Votes 
alfopit the King* s proroguing the 
Parliament i 282 refolve to 
prini tjheir Votes ^ 293 ^»- 
qtiire into the Mifcarriagt of 
the Bill for the Repeal of the 
SSth ^/Elizabeth, 293 re- 
fume the Bufinefs' of the Ex- 
clufion^ ibid, examine the Ex* 
pedients propofed injlead of //, 
and rejeSi tbem^ 294, 295 
take the Affair of Ficz-Har- 
ris into conjiderattoni and re- 
folve to impeach him:, ^94 
£ome to fome Refolves Upon 
the Lords rejecting the Jm^ 
peachment of Ficz-Harrls , 

GioniAgfmafk (Cpunt \gets Mr, 
iThynne affajfmdled^ 3 1 i 



I i 



Co:^ 
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Conway (Lord) made Secre- 
tar J ef State ^ 284 furrenders 
that Place ^ 315 

Cooper, ( Anthony Alhlcy ; 
one of the Cabal, and Lord- 
Chancellor ; bis Speech to Sir 
Job Charlton, Speaker of 
the Houfe of Cmomons^ 2 
bis Speeches to the Parlia- 
fnenfj 4, 36 be defer ts the 
Courts and throws bimfelf 
into the Country* Pariy, 22, 
2 3 the Lord'treafurer Clif- 
ford communicates to him a 
ProjeS to render the King 
ahfolute^ with which be feems 
to he pleafed^ 24 hut pub- 
licUy oppofes it next Day in 
the Houfe of Lords ^ ibid. Re^ 
marks on the Cbarailer given 
bim by Hijiorians^ 26 — 28 
' the Great-Seal is taken from 
bim^ 39 makes a Speech to 
fro*i>e that the Parliament 
was dijfolvedy after a Fif- 
teen Months Prorogation^ 79 
fenl to the Tower, where he 
continues a Tear^ ibid, is re- 
leafed thence^ and begs Par- 
don at the Bar of the Lords 
Houfe^ 103 declares againji 
the Earl of Danby, i 68 is 
put at the Head of a Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire 
into the Authors of the Mur- 
der of Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey , 172 examines 
Prance, and^ according to 
fome^ threatens bim^ 175 bis 
Speech in tbe Houfe of Lords 



about Popery and arbitrary 
Power ^ 201 is made Prefi- 
dentof the Council^ 203 the 
Dijiruft between tbe King and 
tbe Commons isafcribed to bis 
Artifices^ 204 Refieilions up- 
on that Matter^ ibid, ar- 
gues againft tbe Bijhops voting 
in Cafes of Bloody 2 1 6, n. is 
at the Head of tbe Country- 
Party^ .235 is turned out 
from being Prefident of the 
Council^ 237 tbe AecompUca 
of tbe MeaUTub^Plot form \ 
tbe Defign to affqffinate bim, 

239 Dangerfield makes Jome | 
Attempts to ajfajjinate bim^ 1 

240 direiis tbe Whigs, 244 j 
tutors tbe Duke of Mon- , 
mouthy and makes bim tbe 
Darling of the People^ ibid. , 
fpreads a Report that King j 

Charles was married with 
Mrs. Walters, 245 prefents 
the Duke of York f » Weft- 
minfter-Hall as a Popifh 
Recufant^ 249 isjent to tbe \ 
Tower, 304 was nick-namei 
the Pfotcftant Earl, ibid. 
is brought to bis ^ryalj and * 
acquitted^ 306, 307 great 
Rejoycings in Lonck>n upon 
ih 307 brings an AOion of 
Scandalum Magnattifn j- 
gainji one Mr. Cradock,3 13 
the Judges exprefs a great deal 
of Partiality in this Affair^ 
ibid, withdraws into Hol- 
land, 314 dies there fion 

^ft^^ 314* 315 

Cbrker 
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ii Corker ( James > apprehended 

« 130 

i: Cornilh ( Henry ) eleffed cine 

i\ vf the Sheriffs of London, 

% 248 accufed of packing Ju- 

% ries^ 304 fined for a pre- 

3 tended Rio t^ 31S, n. 

I Corporations, Account of tbem^ 

:. ' 3^^ fur render their Char- 

J ters to the Kirig^ 356 

I Coventry ; ( Secretary ) Bed- 

I, loe writes t^ him^ 141 

J. Cros ( Du ^ Agent of Sweden, 

f- bath fome Negotiations with 

'^ Xf>g Charles, 114 



a 



T^Anby. {Earl of) SeeO{^ 



borne. 



- Dangerfield (Thomas ) one of 

\ the chief Jif or s in the MeaU 
Tub-Plot^ 239 informs the 

' King and the Duke of York 
of it» 240 receives a Re- 

' ward from them^ ibid* tries 
to affaf^nate the Mar2 of 

' Sbaftstairy, 240 pins fome 
Papers in Colonel ManfePi 
Room^ ibid, is, apprehended 
by the Colonel^ and carried 
before the. King and Council^ 
ibid, fent to Newgate, ibid* 
difemers the Plot to the 
Lord-Mayor^ ib. gives fome 
Informations about the Popijb 
Pkt^ 251 

Dartmouth. (:Lord) See Legg. 

* Deering (Sir Edward) made 
we of the CowmfRsmers of 
Vol, XIV. ^ 



theTreafury^ - I'jt 

St. Dennis, {Battle of) ti6 

Digby ( George ) Earl -of 

Briftol, '29 diesy 76 

Dugdale ( Stephen ) appears 

as a Witnefs in the Popifb 

Plot J 185 accufes five Je* 

fuits and one Prieft of being 

concerned in it^ ibid, his D^- 

pofitions at the Tryal of the 

five Jefuits^ 222 lays fome 

Informations about the Popijb 

PJvt before the Houfe of Com^ 

mons^ 251 his Depofttion 

at the fryal of the Lord 

Stafford, 2 60 one of the £- 

vidences at the Tryal of Col- 

Jedge, 305 

Duras ( Lord ) fent to the King 

of France with the Profo^ 

fals of a General Peace ^ 91 

Earl of Feverfham 1 fha 

Commons petition th^ King t($ 

remove him from bis Perfon ' 

and Council^ 281, 

Putch. See Holland* 



iCclefiaftical Cmmijftondif- 
folved^ 357 

kard (Lawrence) animaa^ 
verted upon^ 137, 142, 173, 

174, i77» i78» I79^248 

Emperour. 5tf^,^Leppold. 

England t. A Peace proclaimed 

between that Kingdom and 

Holland^ $t. Examination 

of the Commerce between that 

kinsim and France^ 69 

lis Englilh 
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Englifti fvtre eager for a JVar 
with France, 75 

Ernie ( Sir John ) made one 
of the Commiffioners of the 
vrea/ury^ 171 

Effex. ( Earl of) See C^pei; • 

Everard (Edmund J exami^ 
ned before the Council about 
the Ploty 197 is perjiiuded 
by Fitz-Harris to write a 
Libel againji the King^ 287 
informs againji Fitz-Harrls, 
287, 288 

Ercrs, ajefuity accufed of be- 
ing concerned in the Popijh 
Ploty 1 85 . a Proclamation 
iigainji bim^ ibid. 

Evremont, ( Mondeur de St. ) 

. 7? 
Exclufion-5i// brought into the 

Houfe of Common^ 215 read 

thejrjl timey 2iy the Sub- 

fiance of itj ibid, read the 

fecondtime^ 218 brought a- 

gain into the Houfe of Qom-^ 

monSy 252 Debates dd>out it^ 

252 ■■ 268 faffed 4 262 

thrown out by the Lords^iGj 

- refumed by the Commons^ 2 74, 

275, 280, 282, 293, ?.97 

Expedients propcfed inftead of 

it, 294, 295 

F- 

FAgel (Myfthccr) fends a 
Memorial to England a- 
bout the Exclufion of the 
Duke of York^ 281, 282 
Fagg ; {Sir John ) Contefis 



between the two Houfes ^ 
Parliament about him and 
Dr. Shirley, 66, 71 

Fafts, 37, 43, 135, 198 

Fenwick ( John) brought fo 
hisTryaly 160, 164 condem- 
ned and executed^ 165 
Fcnwick, one of the Five 7^ 
fuitSy brought to bis Tryal^ 
221 condemned and executed^ 
. 2z6, 22^ 
Terguibn ;. ( Robert ) a Pro^ 
ctamation is iJfuedoHt forap- 
frehendingbim^ 332' but the 
Mejfenger is ordered to fbun 
bim^ ibid- 
Fez and Morocco ( IGngof) 
fends an Embaffy to England, 

313 

Finch {Sir Heneage ) mak 

' Lord-Keeper., 39 bis speeches 

to ^the Parliament^ 40, 68, 

. ^T^ 109, 208 made Baron 

o^Davtotry, andLord^Higb^ 

Chancellor., 72^ examined by 

the Commons about the Pardon 

granted to .the Earl of Dan- 

by, 198 created Earl 0/ 

Nottingham, 303 dieSy 315 

Fitz- Harris ( Edward ) per- 

fuadesone Eveirar^ tp writes 

Libel againfl the, Kingr 2Sy 

Sir William Waller i^nwi 

the King of it^ and fends Fitz- 

Harris to Newgate, 288 

he is removed by the King to 

/^<f Tower, 289 the Com^ 

nions examine bis AJair^ 294 

\ and imfeuh him of Higb^ 

Treafon^ ibid. Secretary Jm-^ 

3 kins 
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\L\ni refufes for fome time to 
carry his lmpeacbn%ent up to 
the Houfe of Lordsy 294 is 
condemned and executedy2S()^ 
303 the Dutchefs of Portf- 
rnouth had given him Mo- 

«0, , 289 

Fleet ( Englifh )j bath three 

Engagements wtth the Dutch^ 

- . 33 

Flulhing ; A Sea -fight near 

that fown^ 33 

France : I'he Commons take into 

Examination the Commerce 

between that Kingdom and 

England, 6g tbe*j trj to 

engage King Charles in a 

War with France, 79, 82 

England and Holland con^. 

^ dude a League againji it^ 96 

the Parliament of England 

defires King Charles Jo de^ 

dare IVar againji that King'^ 

dom^ 1 03 negotiates ^ Peace. 

with Holland, 112 King. 

Charles was a Penftonarj to 

that Court ^ 204 

French Fleet joins Prince Ru- 
pert, . 32 

French Privateers take fame 
Englifli Ships;, 75 

Frcfno ( Marquefs del) Am- 
bajfador from Spain to Eng- 
land, commifjioned by the 
Dutch to make Peace for 
them with England, 49 

Froft •, a fevere one in Eng- 
land, 349 



G, 



C'^Avcn, accufed of being 
^ concerned in the Popifh* 
Ploty 185 brought to his 
Tryaly 221 condemned and 
executed, 226, 229 

Gawen ( John ) apprehended^ 

130 

George ( Prince) (?/ Denmark, 

marries the Princefs Ann, 

345 

Germany declares againji 
France, 33 

Germain ( Father St.) a Jefuit^ 
forces dc Luzancy, a Profe^ 
lyte^ to recant^ 70 account 
of bis Conferences with Lii- 
zancy, ibid. . the King ijfues 
out a Proclamation againjt^ 
bimyii he withdraws into 
Fran<:e, and keeps a Corref 
pondence mtb Col eman , 7 1 

Ghent taken by the Frmchj 

103 

Giffbrd ( Father ) perfuades 
Stubbs to fet London on 
fire, . 206 

Gifford. See Vavafor. 

Girald impeached by Prance /<?r 
being concerned in the Mur* 
der of Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey, 176 

Godden ( Dr. ) Treafurer of 
Somerfet-houfe CA^/)(f/, 176 

Godfrey ( Sir Edmondbury ) 

fwears Tongue tf«^ Gates 

about the Popijb Plot, 129 

I i 3 Tongue 
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Tongue and Oatcs earrj to 
him a Copy of Oatcs'j rfar^ 
raiive^ 129 murdered^ 130, 
131 ibe Papifts accujei of 
i/» 131 Prance difcoven the 
Authors ofit^ 172 tb€ Suh^ 
fiance of bis Depofition about 
ity iSz bis Murderers con^ 
demned and executed^ 188 — 

194 
Godolphin ( Sidney ) made one 
of the Commifftonefs of the 
Treafur^y 171 advtfes the 
King to dijfohe the Parlia- 
ment^ 258 
Goldfmilhs ; the Kin^s Debt 
to them, 3^ 

Goodenough ( Richard ) one 
of the Accomplices of the Ry e- 
Houfe-Plor, 323 

Crave, taken by the Prince of 
Orangjc, 54 

Qrccn (Robert; charged by 
Prance with being concerned 
in the Murder of Sir Ed* 
mondbury Godfrey, 176 
confronted with Prance, and 
denies ally 177 is brofight to 
-,J)is Tryalj 188 the Depo^ 
fttiom i^i^Ji himy 189, 190, 
^91 bisDefence^ 192, ^93 
condemned and e^ecutedy 193, 

194 

Gregory ( Mr. ) chofen Speaker 
cf the Houfe of Commons^ ig6 

Gcey ; ( Ford Lord ) a Procla- 
matmfor apprehending bim^ 

323 

Grove ( John ) concerned in 
the FopilhPlot:^ 148 hrou^bi 



) 



t4 bis "itryaly 160 — 164 con* 
demned and execuled^ 165 

H. 

HAbeas Corpus A^ con- 
firmed^ 51^ 219 dc 
Haerecico comburendo, the 
Aafor it repealed^ 8 1 

Halifax. {Earl of) 5^^ Savill, 

Hambden {John ): tried for a 
Mifdemeanour^ 253 fined 
40,000 !• 354 

HzmhuTgh-Company ereUs a 
Statue to KingChzrics^ 358 

Harcourt, ajefuit^ Bcdiowfj 
fent to bimy 143 brought to 
bis "Tryal^ 221 condemned 
and executed^ 226, 229 

Hayns fent to^tbe Tower, 304 

Herbert ( William ) Earl of 
Powys fint to the Tower^ 
139 Bcdlow'i Depofition 
againji. bim^ 142 impeach- 
ed by the Commons^ 2QZ re- 
leafed out of jhe Tower J 352 

Hill ( Lawrence ) accufed by 
Prance of being concerned in 
the Murder of Sir Edmond-^ 
bury Godfrey, 176 con- 
fronted with bimy and denies 

■ ^ih 177 brought to bis 
Tryaly 188 the Hepojitions 
againfih'my 189, 190, 191 
hii Befencey 192, 193 con- 
demned and executedy 193, 
194 a notable Tejimony (f 
bis JnnocencCy 194 

Hobbes(^ Thomas) diesy 24 j 
bi^Cb^ra^cr^ ib. n^ 
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Holland (States of) prepares 
for War againji England, 3 2 
their Fleet hatb three Engage- 
tnenis with the Englifh and 
French, 33 follicit King 
Charles to make a feparate 
Peace with them^ 48 com-^ 
tniffion the Spanifli Awiajfa- 
dour to make Peace in their 
Name^ 40 a Peace between 
them 4na England proclaim- 
^^» 51 ^S"^^ ^0 Jirike to 
the Englifli Sbips^ 52 bind 
themfelves to pay King Charles 
800,000 Patacoons , ibid. 
accept of King Charles'i Me- 
diation with France, 53 
prevail upon their Allies to 
accept it J 54 conclude a 
League with King Charles, 
g6 refihe to make a fepa- 
rate Peace J 103 fend an Em^ 
hajfyto acquaint Ki«g Charles 
that they would break the 
Peace^ if he would declare 
ayiinft France, 105 ne^'^ 
tiate a Peace with Fiance, 
112 conclude a League with 
England, 113 

HoUoway ( James ) outlawed^ 
354 apprehended in the 
Weft-Indies, brought to Eng- 
land, and executed^ 355 

Hone ( William ) one of the 
Accomplices in the Rye- 

' Houfe Plotf 323 executed^ 

333 
Howard, ( William ; Earl of 
Stafford, committed to the 
Tower, 139 impcaibcd by 



the Commons^ '202 brought 

> to his Tryaly 268 his De» 

fencey 270, 271 condemned 

and executed^ 272, 273 

Howard {Lord) o/Efcrick, 
comes in as an Informer a- 
bout the Rye Houfe-Plot^ 323 
his Depofttion at the Tryal of 
the Lord Rufft], 327, 328 
his Evidence at the ^ryal of 
Algernoon Sidney, 335 
and at the Tryal of Mr. 
Hambden, 353 

Hyde f Edward ; Earl of 
Clarendon, diesy 55% S^ 

— (Henry ) Earl of Claren- 
don, the Commons petition 
the King to remove him from 
his Perfon andCouncil, 281 

Hyde ( Laurence ) made one 
of the CommiJJsoners of the 
Treafuryy 171 f peaks againfi 
the Exclufton-Btlly 260 ad- 
vifes the King to diffolve the 
Parliament^ 278 the Com- 
mons petition the King to re^ 
move him from his Peyfm^kHi 
Councily 281 is created Vif- 
count Hyde ^ Kenelworth, 

303 



JAMES, Duke of York, 
advifes King Charles t9 
fupport bis Declaration for j 
Liberty of Confcienie^ 20 a 
Marriage is negotiated be- \ 
tween him and the Arch-' 
dutchefi of Infpruck^ 29. 
I i 4 thi 
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the Houfe ^f' Qfmmom draws 
up a Bill t9 prevent bis mar^ 
rying with a Popilh Pn«- 

• cefs, ibid, refigns bis Office 
of Lord Higb'Admiral^ -3^ 
nsoeeps as be dotb i/, ibi4. 
marries Mary of Modena, 
34 the Hcufi of Commons 
prefent an Addrefi to the King 
againji that Marriage^ 34 
tbe^ prefint a fecond Addtefs 
4gainft it^ 37 is married 
hy Nathanael Crew, Bijbop 
cf Oxford, to Mary e?/Eftc, 
pr Modena, and confum* 
mates bis Marriage with ber^ 
40. there was a clofe Union 
hefween him arJLemsXlV^ 

' 54. receives with great cold- 
Hefi the Propojal of a Mar^ 
hage between his Daughter 
ibePrincefsM^ry^ W Wil- 
liam Prince of Orange, 89 
gives bis Confent to it^ go 
'the Commons form a ProjeS 
ff excluding him from the Sue- 
'ff_^^^ t^'^he Crown^ 140 
See Exclufion. Protejlsin the 
Parliament Houji^ that his 
J^etigion (bould only be a pri- 
pate^bing between God and 
bis own Soul\ 147. n. en^ 
dea'pours to ruin the Earl of 
Danby in the King's Favour^ 
i68 : the King his Brotbeir 
sprites a Letter to deftre him 
fo withdraw out of England, 
194 He retires to BrulTels 
wi^b the Butcbefs bis fVife^ 
find tLt Prhcers A^ntk;h{s 



Daughter]^ 195 the G$m^ 
mons . Vote againft inm^ 2q6 
the King makes fome Offers us- 
bout bis Succeffim^ 208 — 
210 Sljteftiops propofed by 
Mr'. Rapin, about the Duke 
of York'x Succeffton^ 21 r— 
213 A Bill is brought into 
the Houfe of Commons to ex- 
clude him from the Crown^ 
^15, 217 the King . fends 
for him back from Brufiels, 
237 returns to Windfor, 
ibid« goes to Brufiels to 
fetch home his Dutcbefs and 
the Princefs Ann, 237 ob- 
tains the king*s Leave to re* 
tire to Scotland, ibid, go- 
verns that Kingdom in an ar- 
bitrary manner^ 2^y is 
informed by Danger field of 
the Meal - Tub 9 Plot, and 
gives him a Reward 240 
returns tekfiourt^ 243 • Bedr 
Joe declares upon his Deaths 
Bed that the Duke bad been 
engaged in the PbpiJh\Pb)t^ 
246 is prefented in Weft- 
minfter-Hall as a Popifli 
Recufant^ 249 the King 
fends him a way into Scot- 
land, 250 the Commons re- 
fume the Matter of the Ex- 
clufion^ and vote againji bis 
fucceeding to theCrown^ 274, 
275 . iij>g Charles abplute- 
ly refufes to forfdke him^ or 
confent to the Esitlufion^BiH^ 
281, 283 calls a Pariia- 
ment f/rS(6tiandt in l^ob^fkh 
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. fiver al Laws in favour of the 
King and the Royal Jutbori- 
tyare pajffed^- 307 returns 
/^England, 311 goes back 

, to Scotland, and is like to be 
lofty the Ship ftriking upon 
4i Sand^ 3 1 1 takes Care to 

, fave only bis DogSy andfome 

.unknown Perfons^ ibid, re- 
turns a few Days after to 
England, where . he grows 
very powerful^ 312 gets Mr. 
Pilkington fined for fome 
ff^ords againft him^ 315 ftff- 
pe^ed to be one of the Authors 
of the Earl of Eflex'j Mur- 
der^ 331 the Duke of M on- 
mouth asks his Pardon a- 

'bout the Phtj 347 brings 
an ASion of Scandal urn 
Magnatum againft Dutcon 

f Colt, 354 and againft Ti- 

t tqs Oates, ibid, -the Blame 
of the Kin^s arbitrary Pro- 

. 'Ciedings is laid upm,Um^ 357 

. ibekingdefignedtofendbim 
-away beyond Sea^ , ^59 

James Scot Duke of Mon- 
mouth, cbofen Chancellor of 
Cambridge, 55 tries to ruin 
the Earl of Danby, .168 
goes to Somttki'Houfe to ex- 
amine about the Murder of 
Sir Edmondbury Go<lfrey, 
176 quells an Infurre5lion 
in Scotland, 221. is removed 
from his Poft of Captain-Ge- 
peralj^ and fent to Holland, 
.Z3 7 a Defign formed .hy the 
>Ical-Tub-PIoitcrs aj/nnft 



him, 239 the Earl (?/|Shaftf- 
hnry makes him the People* s 
Darlings 244 a Report is 
fpre{id that king Charles "u^as 

. matried to bis Mother, 245 
returns from Holland with- 
■ out Leave, and takes a Pro- 
grefs in the Kingdom, 249 a 
Proclamation for apprehend- 
ing him about the Rye- 
Hpufe-P/(?/, 323 writes to 
the King his Bather, and begs 
his Pardon, 346, 347 A^ 
is pardoned, 348 the King 
requires him to write a Let- 
ter about the Plot, which he 
doth, 348 the Duke repents 
of it, and demands it.back^i 
ibid, the King gives it him 

. again, but banifhes him the 
Court, 349 he withdraws 
to Holland, where the King 
/recently writ to him^ and 
fiipplied him with Money^ 
t349 ^^ king intended. to 
refall ki;n,' . 359 

Jaric ( pr, ) draws up tbf Ox- 
foxd'Decree, '337 

jefferies., ( Sir George ). RecQr- 
der of London, arid chief 
\Juftife of Chcfter ; the Com- 
nnons petition againft him, 351 
.tirade. Lord'Cbief^Juftice, ib. 
biK'f^har after, ibid. his 
fiords at the Tryal of Mr. 
Ham.bden, 353 

Jenkins (Sir lS\o\\tit)oneof the 

, « Plempotentidries at the Con- 
grefs of l^imcj^um,y3 .5<?- 
cre{^ry of State y 254 fpeaks 
^ ' againft^ 
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againfi the Epcclufion-Bill ^ 
254, 260, 293, 297 isa-^ 
gainji the Commons printing 
their Votes^ 293 was wry 
unwilling to carry the Itn- 
;peacbment of Fitz-Harris up 
to the Houfe of Lords^ 294 
Jenner {Sir Thomas) made 
Recorder of London^ 346, ». 
Jennifon lays before the Houfe 
of Commons fame Informati- 
ons about the Popifh Plot^ 

251 
Jefuits •, Proclamations againjt 
them, 18, 58, 147, 215 a 
Colledge of them difcovered at 
Come in Herefordlhire, 185 
five accufed of being concerned 
in the Popifti Plot , ibid. 
brought to their Tryals, 221 
condemned and executed^ 226, 
229 and that without ma- 
king any Confejfton, 229,230 
j[gnoramus-7«^'W, 305, 306, 

307 
Infpruck. ( Arcbdutchefs of ) 

The Duke of York negotiates 

a Marriage with her, 29, 

34 is married to the j^mpe- 

rour, ^4. 

Jones (Sir William) fpeaks 

for the Exclufton-Billj 261 

Ipres taken by the French, 1 03 

Ireland fWiiliamJ apprehend^^ 

ed, 130 brought to his Try- 

al, 160, &c. Oates*J and 

jBedloe'j Depofttions againji 

inm, 1 6 1 , 1 62 his B^ence, 

16 J is condemned and exe^ 

cntfd^ 165 



Judges. 9^ Commons order a 
Bill to be brought in for their 
holding their Places quam- 
diu fe bene geflcrint, 524, 
52 5 their Partiality^ 3 1 3 
Julian the Apoftate^ 312 

Juries, fome pretended to be 
packed in London, 304, 305 
Ignoramus, 305,^&c. 

K. 

KEding ( Jofias ) makes a 
Difcovery of the Rye- 
Houfc-PJot, 322 bis Depo- 
fttion at the Tryal of Wal- 
cot, 324 bis Evidence at 
the Tryal of Algtrnoon Sid- 

'^^y* 335 

Keeling ( John J one of the 

Di/coverers of the Rye- 

Houfc-Plor, 322 

Kelley ( ) accufed by 

Prance of being Concerned in 
the Murder ^/ iSir Edmond- 
bury Godfrey, 17 

Kirby difcovers the Popilh 
Plot to the King, 120, 121 
carries to Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey a Copy of Oates*5 
Narrative^ 129 

L. 

LAnghorn ( Ridiard ) ap^ 
prebended^ 130 brought 
to bis Tryaly 226 condemned' 
and executed, a 29, 23a 

Lauderdale. {Duke of) See 

Maitland. 
League betwen England and 
HoUand 
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Holland againjl France, ^6^ 

Lcgg (William) Earl of 
Dartmouth, fent to dsmolifi) 
Tangier, 350 

Lcnos (Charles) 'Duke of 
Richmond, made Knight of 
the Garter^ 303 

Leopold, Empcrour of Ger- 
many, marries the Arcb^ 
dutcbefs of Infpruck, 34 

Lcftrange (Roger; publi/hes 
the Obfcrvators, 217 

Lcvifon aecufed of being con- 
cernedin the Popifh Plot jtS 5 

Lcwcn (Van) fent Ambajfa* 
dour from Holland to Eng- 
laiid, 105 

Lewis XIV, King of France, 
takes Macftricht, 33 fofced 
to abandon all his Conquefis in 
the United Provinces, excep 
Maeftricht and Grave, 33 
declares Mary (/Modena, an 
adoptvue Haunter of Fr^nce^ 
and engages to pay her Por- 
tion^ 34 accepts K CharlesV 
Mediation J 53 a clofe Union 
between him and the Duke of 
York, 54 takes Cofidt and 
Bouchain, 74 his Defignat 
the Peace <?/Nimcgucn, was 
only to divide the Allies^ 74 
takes Valenciennes, Cam- 
bray, and St. Omer, 81 re- 
fujes to come into the Scheme 
propofed at the Court of Eng- 
land, /w c^ general Peace^ 92 
offers King Charles and the 
$arj iff J^by larit $ums^ 



9 3 bath fe'tret' Negotiations 
with King Charles, ibid. 
takes Ghent and Ipres, 103 
a treaty between him and 
King Charles, 106 impofes 
upon King Charles , 107 
ftarts up Difficulties about the 
voiding of the Towns taken 
by him in the Netherlands, 
1 1 2 blocks up Mons, 1 1 6 

Libels i a Proclamation againji 

them^ 73 feveral published 

againji the Courts 24.1 J 242, 

287, 301 

L^htfoot ( John ) diei^ 72 

Lindfey. {Earlof) 5/?tfBartu. 

London j a Defi^ formed by 
the Papifts to burn that Ci- 
ty^ 105 embraces the Coun- 
try^Party^ 248 a pretended 
Riot there at the Election 
of two Sheriffs , 249 the 
Lord-Mayor and Common^ 
Council petition the King 
that the Parliament might 
fit at the time appointed^ 282 
cbufe their old Members in 
the Parliament at Oxford, 
284 give them InftruUionSy 
ibid, the Lord- Mayor and 
Aldermen^ prefent an Addrefs 
to the Kif^j and are coldly 
received^ 302, 303 expreffes 
great Joy upon the Earl of 
Shaft$bury*J being acquitted^ 
307 a Lord- Mayor and 
new Sheriffs ekSled there of 
the Court-Party^ 314 thej 
dre very aSive again/l tie 
Presbyteries, ibid. Ki§g 
Charjcs 
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Charles brings a Quo War- 
ranto againft the Chatter of 
that City^ 314, 318 tbeir 
Charier is declared forfeited^ 

319 the City fuhmits to the 
Kingy ibid, and accepts the 
Conditions offered by bim^ 

320 fotne of the Aldermen 
tf it are tried for a Rioty 
and finedy 317, 318 the 
King revokes the Conditions 
granted to the Ci/y, and 
names a Lord- Mayor, and 
other Magiflfates, 345, 346 

Lords (Five PopifliJ concern^ 
ed in the Plot, 139, 214. 
See Powys, Stafibrd, A- 
rundel , BclJafis , Petrc , 
frame the Meal - Tub - Plot, 
239 releafed out of the Tow- 

er^ 352^ 

Lords (Houfeof) prefents an 
Addrefs to the King to remove 
Papifts out of London, 43 
grows jealous of the Heftgns 
of the Commons, in oppoftng 
the Kings Proceedings, 62 
prepares an A£l by which the 
Oath injoined in the Militia- 
Aft was ordered to be taken 
by all Perfons in any Office^ 
62 have great Debates with 
the Commons about it, 6^ 
a Difpute arifes between them 
and the Commons, about Sir 
Jo. Fagg, 66» 71 moves to 
petition the King to diffolve 
the Parliament, 72 Oatei'j 
Narrative is communicated to 
fbem by th^ Houfe of Com* 



monSj 135 concurs with tie 
Commons in their Vote about 
/A^Popifli Plot, 1^8 exa- 
mines BtdiXot^ 142 concurs 
with the Commons Vote^ that 
there had been a horrid Plot, 
107 offers to them the Head$ 
of a Bill againfi the Earl of 
Danby, 198 and fends to ac- 
quaint the Commons- that the 
Earl of Danby was witb^ 
drawn, 201 a Difpute be- 
tween them and the Houfe of 
Commons about the Earl (f 
Danby, 214 addrefs the King 
to appoiut a Higb-Steward, 
255 throws out the Exclujion- 
Bill,26y fends to the Com- 
mons a Vote about the Popifh 
Plot,! J ^ rejeSs the Impeach- 
ment of Fitz-Harris, 296 

Love ( Alderman ) fpeaks a-^ 
gainfi the Declaration for Li- 
berty of Confcience, 16. 

Luxeriiburgh (Duketf) blocks 
up Mt)ns, 116 

Lazancy (Mr. de ) embraces 
the Proteftant Religion, 70 
Father St. Germain, forces 
him to abJMre, ibid, his Cafe 
ii brought before the Houfe of 
Commons, 70 

, M. 

MAeftricht, taken by the 
French, 33 beftegedby 
the Prince of Ofangc, 74 
Maitland, ( John ) Duke of 
.Laudctdale^ the Commons 

voto 
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^ote bim to he a QHevarice^ 
and not fit to he tfujiect, 39 
tbey deftre the King to remove 
him from bis Employmejiis^ 
44 prifent a long Addrefs a- 
gqinfi bim, 60 anotber Ad- 
drefi againjl bim^t 1 3 dies^'^i 5 

Manfel \ {Colonel) Dangcrfield 
pins , up fqme Papers in bis 
Room, 246 apprehends Dan- 
gerfield, ibid* 

Marflial ( William ) appre-^ 
bended for being in the Po- 
pifli Plot, 130 brought to 
bis Tryal, and acquitted, 236 

Mary ( Princefs ) married to 
William Prince of Orange, 
89, 90, 91 fets out for Hol- 
land, 9^ 

Mary, of Eftc, or Modena, 
married to James Duke of 
York, .34 is declared hy 
Lewis XIV, OH adoptive ] 
Daughter of FvMcti 34 4r- ' 
rives in EngUnd, and is 
married to the Duke of York, 
hy Cre\^, Bifbop of Oxford, 

40 

Mazarine ( Dutcbefs of) comes 
to England, 72 bad like 
to fupplant the Dutcbefs -of 
Portfmouth, ibid, the King 
allows berj^oooL a Tear, 72 
berHoufe the Rendezvous of 
alltbeMenoffVitand^a- 
lity, ' ibid. 

Meal - Tub - Plot, 239 — 245 
. the Accomplices of it acquit- 
ted, ' . . 245 

Militia : A Bill about it rejc^l^ 
id by the iKing, 147 the 



Commons petition the KsAg to 
raifeity 215 

Milton CJ^l^") ^^^^» 5^ 

Mohun ( Charles, Lor^ ) takes 
away the Warrant for ap- 
prehending Dr. Shirley, 66 
the Commons demand Juftice 
againfi bim, ibid. 

Monmouth ; {Duke of ) See 
James Scott. 

Mons blocked up hy the French^ 

116 

Montague (" Ralph) Emhaffa- 
dor to France, 93 Lcw^ 
is Xiy, offers bim large 
Sums for Kit^ Charles and 
the Lord'freafurer Dah- 
by, 93 lays- fome of the 
Earl of Danby'i Letters he-^ 
fore the Parliament^ 93 jEx- \ 
traps of fome of bis Letters 
to \tbe> Earl of Danby, 94, 
95. afpires to the Place of 
Secretary of State, i68 be- 
comes, the E^rl ^/ Danby'i 
Enemy, ibid* gets Umfelf 
cbofen Member of Parlia- 
ment, and repairs to Eng- 
land, 168 the King orders 
his Papers to he feized, 169 
be informs againjl the Earl of 
Danby, ibid. 

Moor ( Sir John ) cbofen Lord'- 
Mayor of London, 306 gets 
anew Lord-Mayor and She- 

' riffs cbofen of the Court-Par- 

. ^h 314 

Mordaunt ( Henry) Earl of 
Pcterboroi^gh, concludes ,the 
Marriage between James 
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Huii of York, and Mar/ 
vf Modena^ 34 

N. 

NAerden taken by the 
Prince ef Orange, 33 

Nclfon ( Richard ) one of the 
Accomplices in the Rye- 
Houfe^Plot, 323 

Netherlands ; the French Con- 
fue/is there, 33, 74, 103. 
&w Lewis. 

Newmarket ; King Chirks goes 
thither^ 317 a Fire bap^ 
pens tbere^ wbkb obliges him 
to return to London, ibid. 

Nimmeguen : ACongrefstbere^ 
73 King Charles acquaints 
the Parliament with the Con- 
dufion cf the Peace there ^ no 
a Peace Jigned there^ 115 

Nooconformifts ; Xif«g Charles 
orders tbem to be profecnted^ 
309 • &ee Presbyterians ^»i 
Papifts. 

Non-Refiftance , 310. See 
Paflive-Obedicnce. 

Norfolk ; a famous Addrefs 
from that Count j, 243, 302 

O. 

OAtes; ('Titus) an ac- 
count of him^ 123 reeon- 
dies bimjelf to the Church of 
Ronie, and turns Jefuit^ 124 
fent to Valladolid, ibid, re- 
turns to England, and isfint 
io St. OmerV, 125 the Sub^ 



fiance (^ bis Narrative^ 126 
the Council pays no Regard to 
bis Difcoveryy 128 rrfolws 
to bring it before the Parlia- 
ment, 129 fwears la the 
Truth of bis Narrative^ be^ 
fore Sir Edmondbury God- 
frey, ibid, is examined b^ 
fore the Council j 130 iaA 
Lodgings in Whitehall, a 
Guards and a weekly Salary 
allowed bim^ ibid, difcovers 
the Confpirators^ ibid, bis 
Narrative is tonvnnnicated to 
the Houfe of Commons by the 
Earl (rf"Danby, 135 exa^ 
mined oy the Commons^ 136 
ObjeSiont m^dd againfi bis 
Tefiimon^ by Hiftoriasfs^ 136 
examined by the Lof^ Chief 
Juftice Scfoggs, 139 bis 
Depofitions againfi CoJetnan, 
148 — 150 aciufes the ^een^ 
1 60 the King orders aftri^ 
Guard to be put upon bim^ 
ibid, the Commons petition 
ti> ha'Oe it removed^ 160 bis 
Depofttions at the Tryals ^ 
Ireland, Pickering, Grove, 
-Whitebread, a^rfFenwick, 
161, 162 bis Bepofition at 
the Tryd of Green, Berry, 
and Hill, 189 is examined 
before the Council, 197 his 
Bepofition at the ^rjal of the 
five Jefuiss^ 222 Us Depo^ 
fition at the Tryd of Mn 
Langhorn, 227 Improba^ 
bilities found in bis Defofiti^ 
ra;, 233 is an Evidence a- 
4 ^ lainfi^ 
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gainft Sir George Wake- 
man, 236. the Accomplices 
0f the Mcal-Tub-Plot de^ 
ftgn to trump up falfe fVit^ 
nejfis to accufe him cf Perjury 
and Sodomy y 239 his De- 
pojition at the fryal of the 
' LordStzSordj 270 is turn- 
ed out of Whitehall , and 
forbid coming within the 
Verge of the CoUnciUCbam'- 
ber^ 306 the Duke of York 
brings an A£lion of Scanda- 
lum Magnatum againji bimj 
for which he is fined ioo,oool. 
354 is indiltedfor Perjury^ 

ibid. 

Oath injoined to be taken by all 
Perfons in any Offke what- 

- fbever^ 62 Libates between 
the two Houjes of Parliament 
about it:, 63, &c. fever al 
Lords prote/t againfi ity 63,0. 

Oath impofedby the Parliament 
^Scotland, 308 the Duke 
if Argyle refufes to take it, 

ibid. 

Obfervators, 2 1 7, n. 

Omers ( St. ) taken by the 
French, 81 Sixteen Scho- 
lars from thence brought to 
fwearatihe'Tryatof the Five 
Jefuits^ 225 

Orange. (Prince of) SeeWil- 
liam. 

Olbome ( Sir Thomas; after- 
wards Earl of Danby, made 
Lord High-Treafurer, 34i 56 
the Earl of Arlington was 
bis mortal Enemy^ ibid, the 



Commons exdminebis Candu5i^ 
and draw up Articles agai^/t 
him, 61 he was the Contri- 
ver of the Marriage between 
William Prince ^ Orange 
and the Princefs Mary, 91 
the King cf France offers him 
large Sums^ 93 Extraffs rf 
fome of his Letters to Mr. 
Montague , 93 » 94 * 95 
Tongue difcovers the Popifh 
P\ot to him, 121 gives the 
King an Account of it, ibid. 
communicates the Plot to the 
CouncH^ 133 and delivers 
Oatcs'i Narrative to tbi 
Honfe cf Commons, 135 the 
Kingfevfrely reprimands bim 
for it, ibid, was the Kin^s 
Prime^Minifter, 1 68 J?> 
CharaSer, ibid, endeavours^ 
to diftngage the King from the 
Schemes of the Cabal, 168 
this draws upon him the En^ 
mity of the Duke of York, 
ana all the French Faffion^ 
ibid, ajirong Party iifor^ 
med in the Parliament againji 
bim, 168 Mr. Motit^jue 
declares agoing him 9 ibid. 
and produces two of his Let- 
ters to the Houfe of Commons, 
169 is impeached by the 
Commons, 170 the King 
takes the Treafuref^s Staff 
from him, 171 KingChzrlos^ 
grants bim as full and com- 
fleat a Pardon as could be 
drawn up, 195 the Com^ 
mons refume the Affair of bis 
Impeach^ 



INDEX 



Impeachment^ 196 is in great 
Difficulties^ and rejblves to 
Jtick to his Pardbn^ ibid. 
the Commons fend a Mejfa^e 
to the Lords to dentand that 
be might he committed to Cuf- 
iod'jy 198 the Lords offer to 
the Commons the Heads of a 
Bill^ by which the Earl Jhould 
be banifbed from the King's 
Prefence^ rendered incapable 
of all Offices^ and deprived 
if his Seat in Parliament^ 
198 the Commons rejeSl it^ 
ibid, they examine the Lord- 
Chancellor about the Pardon 
granted to the Earl ^ 198 Mr, 
Povrlc makes a violent Speech 
agatnft him^ 199 he with- 
draws^ 201 a BiH is pre- 
ferred againft him by theCom- 
mons, ibid, the two Houfes 
have feveral Conferences a- 
bout bim^ 202 he fiirreltders 
himfelf^ and ^ is fent to the 
Tower, ibtd. he appears at 
the Bar of the Houfe ejf Lords, 
and pleads the Kin^s Pardon, 
Z07 the Commons examine 
bis Plea, ibid. ^j vote 
thgt the King's Parpon ta- 
him was illegal and void^ and 
demand Judgement againji 
him, 2 1 3 the Lords fend a 
Meffage to the Commons a- 
bout him y 214- the Commons 
injoih that no Commoner 
Jhould fnaintain the Validity, 
' v^ihe^ Pardon pleaded by the 
Eir\ ii/^ '-prefints a Pe^ 
tit^n 40 ibefhufi of Lords^ 



21^ g^^^ Sail, and is dif- 
charged out of the Tower, 

Oflbry. (Earl of) SeeJi\ix\tu 
Oxford, a Parliament called 
tberCi 283 meets, 290 Col- 
ledge tried there^ 305 
The Oxford-Decree, 337 — 345 
Oxky (Elizabeth) fets her 
Mafter*s Houfe on fire^ 206 
owns that fhe v$as put upon 
it by one Stubbs n Papifti 

ibid, 

P Acker (Jamei) brought t6 
his Tryal afid acquitted. 

Palmer ( Roger ) Earlof Caf- 
tlemain, one of the Accompli^ 
COS of the Mcal-Tub-Plot, 
2^9 fent to theTowtr, 241: 
tried and acquitted, %^ 

PapilJion (Thomas; addr^ 
the Lord-Mayor to petition 
the King to let the Parlia- 
ment meet, 249 

Papifts, the ParMament pre^ 

Jents an Addrefs againft tbem^ 

17 the King publijbes Pro* 

clamasions againft them^ 18, 

39' 43> 58, i39t 144. ^47. 
185, 204 voted, .by the 
Houfe df Commons, . incapa^ 
hie ^of holding any publick 
' Employment, 31 the King 
ijfues a Proclamation order- 
ing them not to come near his 
Perfon or Cdurt,^ 39 f» 
portune King.C\k9xU%: to'dif- 

Joive 
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£ * ^ /hive ibi Parliament^ 55 ^ 
i Proclamation againft their 
going to- Mafs in the keen's 
k Chapel in Somerfct-Houfe, 
H 75 accufed of having mur^ 
!* dered Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey, 131 they try to 
;r clear them/elves of that Impu- 
tation^ I3i> 13^ an ^ff is 
jpaj/ed to difable them from fit- 
; ting in Parliament^ 1 46 the 
i, Commons vote to petition the 
King to caufe all the Papifts 
in the Kingdom to he put un- 
der Arreji^ 160 an ^^ a- 
f$ Zainji them, 171 King 

p ' Charles orders fucb Juftices 
as neglected to put the Laws 
^ in Execution againjl them to 
t be put out of the CommiJJion 
J cf the Peace ^ 188 fome of 
J them form a Defign to burn' 
London, 205 one Scubbs 
^ - declares that they imre to 
^ make an Infurrehion^ and 
\ expelled ftxty Thoufand Men 
from France, 206 a Bill 
to banijh all Papifts twenty 
Miles from London, 106 
a grand Confult of theirs, 
127, 149., 161, 221 the 
Commons refolve to bring in 
a Bill for banifhing all the 
conjiderable Papifts out of the 
Kingdom, 274 fiir up the 
Church (?/ England againfl 
the Presbyterians, 276 

Parliaments of King Charles II 
prorogued, 16, 35, 39, 47, 
51, 66^ 68, 72^ J05, 112 
Vol. XIV, 



171,213, 243, 283 

adjourned, 31, 3 6, 87, 

92, 1C4 - 

Parh'ament, the lid of King 
Charles meets^ 1 there are 
two Parties in it, viz. • the 
Court, and the Country* 
Party, 10 /A^ Country -Par- 
ty prevails in it, 1 1 prefents 
an Addrefs to the King a^ 
gainft the Papifts, 17 is in* 
cenfed againfi the Court, and 
takes proper Meafures to 
prevent i(s Dejigns, 41 re* 
folves to refiore the Govern-^ 
ment to its natural State, 42 
addre£es the Kiigfor a gene^ 
ral Fall, 43 Difputes be- 
tween the two Houfes about 
the Cafe of Dr. Shirley and 
Sir Johi> F^gg, 66 * the 

■ Court ufes feveral Intrigues 
to get it dijhlved, 67 // is 
debated, whether the Parli* 
ament was not dijfohed of- 
ter a Prorogation of fifteen 
Months, 76 prefms three 
Addrejfei to the King about 
the Popifh-Plot, 135 ap* 
points a Committee to difco-^ 
• ver the Authors of Sir Ed^ 
mondbury Godfrey'j Mur- 
der, ly^ ' diffolved^ 186 
Reflections on the Condu^ of 
this Parliament^ ibid. fVriti 
are ijfued out for a ne^ 
Parliament, 188 /iichRe- 
prefcntatives are generally 
chofen as were moft averfe 
to the Principles and De^ 
Kk ftffn 



INDEX. 



Jigns cf the Courts i88 ad- 
drejfes the Kit% for a Faji^ 
X97 voles that there bad 
been a ^orrible Plot^ ibid, 
difolved^ 235 

A new Parliament fummoned^ 
225 the King prorogues it 
for a Tear i 238 Petitions 
are frefented to the King to 
let it meeiy 242, 249 this 

, Parliament meets^ 249, 250 
the Commons refolve to bring 
in a Bill for the more ef- 

. feSlual fecuring of frequent 
Meetings of Parliaments^ 2 74 

. dijffblvedj 283 

A new Parliament called at 

. Oxford, 283 the Earl of 
Eilex and fome others peti- 
tion the King to Ut it meet 
tf/Wcftminftcr, 285, 286 
this Parliament meets at Ox- 
ibrdi 29b the Members go 

, tbUher attended with a nu^ 
fAerous Body of well armed 
^iorfe^ 290 dijhivedy 297 

^^ Parliament is called in Scot- 
Iknd, ^0% the Ails pnjfed 

, in that Partiament^ 307, 

Pa8ive:Obedicncfe, and Non- 
Rtfiftaiicfc preached up in 

England, 3io» 3^3 ^^- 

, feffians upon ity 312 

Pcabe. Conferences fir a ge- 

neraione^ 91 the Scheme 

lof it comes to nothirg^ 93 

' pne ftgned at Nimmcguen, 

Ih^vi&OVi^r'^-Metnlers in tb^ 



Houft (/ Comntf/nSf 6^ 

Pctprburgh. (Earl of) See 
Henry Mordaunt. 

Petitions, of the Hbufe of 
ComTnons concerning Grie- 
yancesy 29 for a General 
Fajlj 37 for the meeting cf 
the Parliament^ 242 

Vtlx^i Lord) feM to the Tow- 
er» 139 impeached by the 
CommpnSj 20^- dies, 352 j 
protefis his Innocence^ ibid, 

Le Phaire ; Bedloc inform a- 
gainjt him^ 142, 143 a 
Proclamation for apprehends 
inghim^ ibid. 

Pickering {TYiomz^ ) dejigned 
to kill^ the Kingy t2i, 122 
apprehended^ 1 30 the Ctm- 
mons petition the King to or- 
der his Executim^ 2b6 is 
ordered for kpcecution^ 213 

Piikington (Thomas) cbofen 
one of the Sberij^'s of Lon- 
don, 366 fined far fpeah 
ing againft the Diike ef York, 
315 condemned Mnd fined 
for a pretended Riot^ 3 1 7, 

. 318 

Plpti the Popilhy 117 — 236 { 
Refle£liqns on it^ }too, 201 
Mfal'Tub-Plot^ 239 Rye- 
Houfe^Pkt^ or Protefiani- 
Plot, 321 

Pliinket {OMvtr) titular Pri- 
mate if Ireland, executed^ 

304 

Poll^Ta^r, on^ impofed^ 103 

Popery and Popifti Priejls^ a 

Bill againji tbem^ ^o a 
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Sill to fecure the King and 
Kingdom againft the Danger 
and Growth of foppery ^ 198, 

213 
Popi(h-P/<?/, 17—236 

Portfmouth, ( Butcbefs of) See 

QucrouaiHe. 
Powlc ; ( Mr. ) bis Speech a- 
gainft the Earl of Danby, 
198 one of the new Coun'* 
ctly ibid. ». 

JPowys. (Lord) Sfe Herbert. 
J^owys ( Lady) one of the Con- 
trivers of the Meal'^ub- 
Pkt^ 239 fent to the Tow- 
er, 241 if tryed and ac* 
quitted^ 245 

Prance (Miles) informed ^- 
gainft for being concerned in 
the Murder of Sir Edmond- 
bury Godfrey, 173 exa- 
mined before a Committee of 
Lords^ 172 is carried into 
a Room where he is faid not 
to have been known by Bed- 
loe, 173 Bedloe charges 
him with being concerned in 
the Murder of Sir Edmond- 
bury Godfrey, 1 74 he de- 
nies ity and is fent to New- 
gate, ibid. Pen and Pa- 
per is faid to be brought to 
him therCy 175 is carried^ 
at bis own Requefi^ before the 
Earl ^Shaftsbury,^); whom 
he is examined^ 175 he dif- 
covers part of what be knew ^ 
and hath a Pardon granted 
hwty xy6 is examined before 
4be King, and Council^ and 
Vol. XIV. 



impeaches Gir^ld, Kdjey, 
^c. 176 goes to Somerfet- 
Houfe tofheif) the Places re* 
f erred to in bis Examination^ 
176 w confronted ivitb the 
Perfqns accufedy 177 exa^ 
' mined privately by the IQng^ 
and rettaSls qll^ 177, 178 
retrains once more, 1 78 the 
Subjlance of his Depofition 
concerning Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey 7 Murder^ 182, 
18^, ^c. bis pepojition at 
the Tryal of Green, Perry, 
^;7^ Hill, 189 his Depofi- 
tion at the kryal of the five 
Jefuits, 223 

Prcfbyterians, fland upon their 
Guard againft the Kin^s De* 
Jlg^^i 15 jfi^d with what 
View the King bad granted 
them a Liberty of Confcienee^ 
ib. one of tbetn f peaks againft 
it with great Refalution^ 1 6 
a Bill is brought into the. Houfe 
of Commons^ by which -all Pe- 
naliies ordained againft them 
by the J£l of Uniformity 
were taken off, 16 the Bill 
in favour of tbem poftponed, 
32 defirous of having the 
Parliament diffolved, 67 tf>e 
D. e7/Buckingham brings in 
a Bill into the Houfe of Lords 
in Favour of tbem, 71 car- 
ry, for the moft party the E- 
legions of Parliament-men in 
favour of their own */^fr/y, 
j88 rife up f/i Sqotlnfld, 
and commit great Diforders^ 
K k 2 220 
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270 two Presbyterian-She- 
riffs eUHedin London, 248 
tbd Papifts7?/> w/> ibe Church 
cf England'i Clerg>j againjl 
thcm^ 276 ^ the Commons 
fafs a Bill in their Favour^ 
but it is unaccountably mif- 
laid^ %jy the Court Jiirs up 
ibe Epifcopalians againft 
tbem^ 298, 299 ' are, perfc" 
cuted^ 3 1 o the Laws are put 
in Execution againji them by 
the Lord'Ma^or and Sheriffs 
c/ London, 314 

Pritchard (5frWil!iam ; con- 
tinued Lord-Major of Lon- 
don, 346 
Pritchard : Bedloe informs a- 
gainji himj 142 

y^Ucroiiaille ( I:ouifc de^ 
V^ Butcbefs of Porrfmouth, 
i^ great Favour with King 
Charles II, 52 tries to ruin 
the Earl of Danby, 168 
. importunes the King to for- 
fake the Duke of York, and 
declarefor the Exclufion- Bill^ 
281, 283; gives Fitz- Har- 
ris /z Pr^j^'^/, 287 
Qjio Warranto, brought againjl 
the Charter of the City of 
Loiidon, 318 



R 



A drior, { Earl of) 
koborts. 



See 



Rarafcy (William ) apprehen- 
ded ^ 130 brought to bis 
Tryai^ and acquitted^ 236 

Ramiey (John) one of the 
Accomplices in the pretended 
Rye-Houfc-PIot, 323 fur- 
renders himfelf ibid, and con- 
fcffes all he knew^ ibid, his ■ 
Evidence at the TryalofWzl- 
cor, 324 bis Depofition at 
the Tryal of the Lord Ruffcl, 
326 his Evidence at the 
Tryal of Algernoon Sidney, 

335 
Richmond. ( Duke of) See 

Lenos. 

Roberts (Lord) argues for the 
Brjhops voting in Cafes of 
Bloody 216 n. made Earl 
of Radnor and Prefident of 
the Council, 237 n. 

Robinfon, his Depofttion at the 
Tryal of Grtctij Berry, and 
Hill, 189 

Romi(h Priells : Proclamation 
againjl them^ 18, 147 

Roufe (John) fent to the 
Tower y 304 tried and ac- 
quitted^ 306 executed^ 333 

Rumbald ( Richard ) one of the ^ 
Accomplices in the Proteftant 
Plot,323 apprehended^ \\yA. j 

Rupert, ( Prince) is ma^ Air ' 
miral of the Englifli Fket^ 
32 joins the French Fleets 
ibid, diesy 315 ' 

Ruffel (William Lord) de- 
clares againjl the Eanl of \ 
Danby, 168 carries the 
Commons Vote againji the I 

Hukc \ 
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! Duke of York up to the 

s Houfe of Lordsy 206 /peaks 

t for the Exclufton- Billy 252, 

253 is apprehended about 

the Rye- Houfe- Plot, 323 

brought to his Tryal, 326 — 

329 his Defence, 32.9, &c. 

; fever al Perfons of Honour and 

DiJlinStion appear in his be- 

^"'V-' 330 he is condemned 
and executed, 331, 323 

Ruycer, goes to attack the 
; French Fleet, 32, retires, ib. 

Rye-Houfe Plot, - 321 



SAlisbury. {Eetrltf) See 
Cecil. 

Sancroft C William; Arcbbi- 
fhop of Canterbury, moves 
to have the Kin^s Declara- 

. tion ordered to be read in all 
Churches, 202 

Savil C George) Earl of Ha- 
lifax, one of the Four in the 
Council that had the chief 
Management of Affairs, 203 
advifes the King to fend for 
theDuke ofYcak. 236 joins 
^itb the Duke of York to 
dejlroy the Duke of Mon- 
mouth and the Earl o/Shaf ts- 

. bury, 237 mires tnt« He 
Country, 2^9 a Deftgn form- 
ed by the Meal.fub-Plotters 
a^ainji him, ibid. advUis the 
King to diffolve the Parlia- 
ment, 278 the Commons pe- 

. tition the King to rtmafve bim 
from his Prrfon aM Council^ 



EX. 

r. , . 28r 

Schombcrg (Frederick de) 
Jent for by King Charles to 
make a De/tent upon Holland, ' 
48 commands the French 
Army, 74 takes Aire, and 
marches ta the Relief of 
Maeftricht, ,74 

Scotland ; The Commotts kca- 
mine the Grievances relating 
to that Kingdom, 50 an In- 
furre/tion there, 220 quelled 
by the Duke of Monmouth. 
221 tke Duke of York goes 
thither, 237, 250, 3n a 
Parliament is held there, " in 
which feveral ASs are pajfed^ 
307, 308 

Scroggs {Lord Chief Juftice ) 
examines Gates, 139 Cole- 
man brought to bis Tryal be- 
fore him, 148 as are ajfo 
Green, Beriy a»</ Hill, 188 
turns againft the Witneffes at 
thiTryalof^iAxirizn, 236 
mpeached by the Cothmons, 

279 

Seminaries -, the Englilh re- 
called from thence^ 19-5 

Sencff, { Battle of ) 54 

Seymour (Edward) chofem 
Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mens, J5 is forced into the 
Chair, 39 ebofe'n Speaker of 
■ awtker Houfe of Commons, 
but the King refufes to approve 

tkf Exclufion-BiU, j^ 

Shaftsbury. {Sari of) See 
VJoper. 

Sharp 
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Sharp ( John ) Arcbbijhop of 
Si AndrtV9% murdered J 219, 

220 

Sheppard (Thomas) cne of 

* the Difcoverers cf the Ryc- 

Houfe-Plot, 323 bisDepo^ 

fttion at the Tryal of the 

Lord Ruflel, 527 

Shirley ( Dr. ) appeals to the 
Houfe of Lords from a De- 
ere^ in Chancery, 66 the 
Commons order him to be ta- 
ken into Cuftody^ 66 this oc- 
caftons a very ^reat parrel 
between ibe (wo Houfes^ 66^ . 

71. 

Shutc (SamucH cbofenoneof 
tbe Sheriffs of hotidoTiy 306 
fined for a pretended Kiot^ 

318. 

Sidney CAlgernpon; brought 
to bis Try^U 33+ bis Book 
produced againft him^ 336 
bis Defence^ 335 condemned 
and executed^ '336 

Smith {Mr.) bis Depofition 
at the Tryal of the Five Jc- 
fuits, ^26 

Soldiers, ordered not to be 
quartered in private Houfes^ 

, without the People's Confenf^ 

I14 

Somerfet (Henry) Marquefs 
$f Worceftcr ; the Commons 
pelition the King to remove 
bin from his Perfon and 
Couneil^ 281 

Southwell {Sir Bobcr^ his 
Depofition. at the Tryal of 
Green, Berry, a»^ Hill, ^91 

Spcpcer (Robert) Earl of 



Sunderland, buys the Place 
of Secretary of State of Sir 
Jofeph Williamfon,i7i one 
4ff the Four in the Council 
that bad the Management of 
Affairs^ 203 advifes ibe King 
to dilfohe the Parliament^ 



278 votes for the Exclufton- 
BiH^ 283 turned out of bis 
Place of Secretary^ and out 
of the Council^ 284 refiorei 
to bis Place if Secretary^ 

Sprag {Vice* Admird) drowned^ 

33 

Stafford. ( Earl of) See How- 
ard.^ 

Stubbs perfaades Elizabeth Qx- 
Icy tofet her Mafter^s Houfe 
onfire^ 206 owns tbat be 
was put upon it by Giffbrd, 

ibid. 

Sunderland. (Earl of) See 
Spencer. 

Sweden ( King of) offers bis 
Mediation between France 
and England, 53 

Sweers, ( yice- Admiral) flain^ 

33 
Swifc ( Dr. ) quoted^ 1 06 

T. 

TAlbot (Cofonrf Richard) 
afterwards Duke of Tyr- 
connel ; Agent for the Ro- 
mzn-Catbolicks in Ireland, 
3 r the Houfe of Commons pe- 
titions that he fiould be de- 
prived of all Employments^ 

both 
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hib avH ^i military^ 31 

s reproaches ibe King for bis 
e: Ingratitude to tbe Earl of 
i Arlington, 5^ 

P Tangier ; KingCh^Lrlts feHds a 
Mejfage to ibe Commons about 
. ity 263 tbe Addrefs of the 
\ Commons about it^ 264 J^- 
I moli/hedy 350 tbe Garrijbn 
there is brought over to Eng- 
land to augment tbe King^s 
Jlanding Jrmyj ^50 

Temple (Sir Wm.)fent to Hol- 
land'/^ ^^^r iC Charlcs'i Afe- 
diation to tbe, Suces, 53 en- 
deavours to make tbe King 
fenfible of tbe Injury which 
the Counfels and Deftgns of 
. tbe Cabal bad done bim^ 58 
one of the Plenipotentiaries at 
tbe Congrefs of Nimcgucn, 
73 i^ f^^ f^^ /^.London, 
and required by tie King to 
go and perfuade the Prince cf 
Orange to make a feparate 
Peace with t^rance, 88 re- 
fnfes to be emphyed in that 
Errand, 89 one of the four 
Perfons that kne^ tbe Mo-^ 
tives of tbe PrincetfOrzngt^s 
coming to England^ 89 per- 
fuades ibe Mng to comply 
^ with tbe Prince" i Offers^ 90 
hrin^ about tbe Marriage be- 
tween tbe Prince of Orange 
and the Princefs Mary, 90 
enters into a Conference with 
King Charles, tbo Duke of 
Yoric, and tbe Princi of 
Ofsnge, for fettling a gene- 
ral peOfCe^ ^i lays before 
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King Charles a Prop^falfVom 
tbe States of Hollandi 105 
refufes to treat ivitb tbe Spa- 
nifh Ambaffador^ lc>6 fent 
to conclude a Lea^e between 
England ^/^^ Holland, I13 
J^nt /i Nimbgufeh to brihg the 
PltniptentlariH ^f Sweden 
to a Peace ^ 114 the King 
bad given him Hopes of eon- 
ferring up^n hiM the - Place 
of Secretary df State^ but 
difappoints bim^ i^i advifes 
the King to form a new Coun- 
cil j 262 dke of tbe Four in ' 
that Council tbdt bad iheDur 
region of Affair s^ 203 inft- 
nudtes that the Dijtrufi be- 
tween the King and tbe Com- 
mons was owing td the Artifi-r 
ces of the Earl of Shaftsbu- 
ry, 204 tells the King with 
grea$ Boldnefs the ill Confe- 
. quences of proroguing the 
Parliament fof- a Teat, 238 
retired into tbe Country ^ 239 
iurned out from being a Pri- 
vy-Counfellory 284 

TcOl-AIS, 28, 31, 37i 47 a 
Teft ordered to ^ taken by 
tbe Men^tfs of both Houfes 
of PayliaiHentj 51 a Teft 
impofed by ibe Parliament of 
Scotland, 308 

Thompfbn (WilHaitt) one 
of tbe Accomplices in the 
Rye-Hdufe-Plol, 323 

Thynnfe (ThoAas) ajhflna- 

TichboMi* {Sif^ Htrtry) fent 
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to the Tbyrtr^ 139 

Tillotfon ( Dr. ) lends the 
Prince of Orange Money and 
Plate at Canterbury, 92 ap- 
pears m my Lohi RuflcPi 
behalf^ 330 

Tongue {Br. Ezracl ) 120 
d^covers the Popijb Plot to 
the King^ ibid, gives Jbe 
King a Narrative of the Plot^ 
121 writes to the Earl of 
Datiby, 122 refolves to bring 
the Matter before the Pur- 
tiainenty 129 fwears to the 
Truth of the Plot before Sir 
Edmondbury Godfrey, ib. 
is examined before the Coun- 
tily 1 29, 1 30. takes a Copy of 
Oates*J Depofttion^ 1 29 car^ 
riss it to Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey, ibi.d, • bath Lodg- 
ings at Whicohall) and a 
weekly Allowance^ 130 exa^ 
fnined before the Council about 
tbePopifh Plol, 197 is re- 
commended to the . King for 
Preferment y 252 but dies^ 

ibid. 
Tory and Whig, Origin of 
tbofe Names^ 244 

Tories efpeufe the Court Parjyy 
and, help the King to ajfkme 
abfoiute Power^ 299 are put 
into all the Pofls^ 310 are 
. in iiapntres upon the King\s 
. being made ahfolute^ • 357 
Treaty, of Peace 'between 
England, and the Unitej- 
J^rovinces, 49 betv^ccjt Kh>g 
Charges md JLc^is, XIV, 






Treby (Sir Gcor^ ) tumei 
out from^ being Recorder ^ 
Loildon, 346 

Tunnage and Poundage ; fbt 
Commons enter into a Re^- 
lutionto apply it to the Main- 
tenance of the Navy J 66 

Turberville^iv<f5 the Parlia- 
ment fnme Informations about 
the Popijh Ptoty 251 bis 

• Depdfition againfi the Lord 
Stafford, 2.70 one of the E- 
videnve at the Tryal of CoJ- 

ledg^ '- ' * 305 ! 

Turenne { Marfhal de ) flain^ 

.... 67 

Turner ( Sir Edward ) is made 

Chief Baron of the Excbe- ' 

quer^^ ' • r 

Turner ( Anthony ) appre-^ 

bended:^ 130 brought to his ' 

♦ 2V)'^, 22 1 eondemned and 
« executed^ 226, 229 

V. 

VAVafor, a Jefuity accufei 
of being concerned in the 
. Poptjh Plot^ 185 a Procla- 
maliin is . ^fued^ out againjt 
bimi^ , / : ^ \ ibid. 

y'l^xix^ befieged by the Turks, 

/'.-//^•^ ■• ■ 350 

Villiers (George; Duke of 
Buckiaghsm , recommends 
StK , Thbnbas .Osborne for 
. • Mgi^'Treafurer^ ^4^/mndicates 
his Conduit before . the Houfe 
of- Commons^ 44. the Houfe 
profofesfome ^erifs tff Umy 
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45 anivbUi Hpetitim ibe 
King ti> remtyoe Urn from bis 
Emplo^enU^ 46 is entinly 
Ai^raced^ ^$ tbt Kini re^ 
moves bins from the Office of 
Cbancelhr of Cambridge ^ 
ibid. M%s In a Billintdtbe 
Houfe of Lords in fanfour of 
#ivPrcsbyterians,7i makes a 
Speech to prove tbat tbe Par» 
liament 'Ooas difohed , 78 
for iohicb be is fent to tbe 
Tower, 79 tbe Meal-Tub 
Plotters form a Dejign againfi 
bimy 239 

Votes of tbe Houfe of Commons 
wben firjt printed^ 293 

WActe (Edward) onecf 
tbe Accomplices in tbe 
pretended Ryc-Houfc-Plot, 

323 
Wakeman fS/V George) tbe 
^eerfs Pbyjician^ appre- 
hended^ 130 brought to bis 
Tryaly 236 acquitted^ ibid. 
Walcot ( Captain ) apprehend- 
ed aboult tbe Rye-Houfe- 
Plot, 323 brought to bis 
^ryal, 323, 324, 525 con- 
demned^ 325 and executed^ 

333 
Waller (5/r William )fearcbes 

Cellicr'j Houfe^ and finds tbe 

Model of tbe MeaUTub-Plot^ 

240 receives Information of 

Fitz-Harris'j Lihel^ 288 in- 

forms the King of it^ ibid. 

Vot. Kiv: 
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fends Ficz-Harris h New-' 
gace» 289 bath tbe Thanks 
of the Houfe of Commons for 
it^ ibid. 

Walfh : Bedloe informs againft 
inm^ 142 a Proclamation 

W^or apprehending bim^ ibid* 
alters (Elizabeth) sli^ 
Barlow ; a Report fpread 
tbat King Qurles was mar^ 
ried to her^ 245 tbe King 
publifbesa Declaration about 
ity ibid, 

Warner ( James ) bis Evidence 
in favour of Green, 192 

Wellwood {DoBor) bis Ac- 
count of King Chtrles'j IIU 
nefs and Deathy 360, &a 

yftfk(RcA)CTt) one cf tbe Dif 
coverers of tbe Ryc-Houfe- 
Plot, 323 bis Depofition at 
fhe Tryal of Wilcoty 324, 
&c. bis Evidence at the Try- 
al 0/AlgernoonSidfiey,335 

Wharton ( Thomas, Lord ) 
makes a Speech to prove that 
tbe Parliament was dijfolvedy 
79 fent to tbe Tower /(?r i7, 

ibid. 

Whig and Tory ; Origin of 
thofe Names, 244 

Whigs : King Charles tries to 
ruin them^ 339 publifh fe- 
veral Pamphlets againfi the 
Courts 312 

White i-^) fent to the Tower y 

3^4 
Whitebrcad f Thomas) tf/* 

prebendedy 130 brought to 

bis Tryal^ 160 — 164 con* 

L 1 demne^ 
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deiknei and ekectaed^ 1 65 

Whitcbrcad the Jefuit brought 
to bis Try al^ 221 condemned 
and executed^ 2 2 6, 2 2 9 

Whidock (Bulftrode) Au^ 
tbor of the Memorials, i^c. 
dies J 72 

WiUiam ( Prince ;y Furftem- 
burg, carried off^ 53 

^Villiam Prince of Orange, 
takes Naerden ^ir^ Bonne, 3 3 
and Gr^LVCj 54 the Earl of 
Arlington tries to perfwade 
bim to accept offucb a Peace 
as was dejired by the Courts 

• ^France and England, 56 
bejieges Maeftrichr, 74 re- 
fufes to conclude a feparate 
Peace with Ftdxiccj 74 'de^ 
feated at Mont-Caffcl, 81 
fends a Propofalfor a Mar- 
riage with the Princefs Majy, 
89 comes to England, ibid. 
demands her of the King and 
the Duke of York, 89 re- 
fufes to treat about a Peace 
before the Marriage^ ibid. 
the Marriage^ after fome Dif- 
ficulties y is concluded and con-^ 
Jummatedj 90, 91 returns 
to Holland, 92 is hurried 

• • out of London, and but 



meanly provided^ ^2 DoSor 
Tillocfon brtngs bim Plate 
and Moneyy ibid. n. figna-- 
lizes bimfelf at the Battle of 
St. Dennis, 116 

WilKanis (William; cbofen 
Speaker (f the Hoafe of Com- 
mons^ 251, n. 292 

Williamfon ( ft> Jofcph ) made 
Secretary if State^ 55 grants 
Commifftons to Popifh Recu^ 

' fantSy 145 fent by tbe Com- 
mons to the Towtvfor it^ ib. 
reUafed by the King^ 146 re* 
figns his Office of Secretary^ 

Vfillis ( DoSor ) dies^. 72 
Witnefs ; whether Integrity is 

required to make a good oncy 

224 
Woollen ; AElfor burying in 

itj 112 

Worceftcr, ( Marquefs of) See^ 
. Somcrfet. 
Wren (John) informs againft 

Prance, ' v - 172 



Y. 

ORK. (Duke of) 
James. 
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